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2936 T11E SWISS OBSERVER.

speech has been the significance of that wonderful
pact of 1291 on the Riitli :— A noble treaty between
noble people and one. which has produced noble
deeds for 650 years. It was a simple, straightfor-
ward and unvarnished pact of friendship between
neighbours for mutual assistance and common de-

fence against a common enemy ; this pact makes it
very cleat- that nothing should be attempted and
nothing could be achieved without the help of God :

it confers no manner of right or privilege or advan-

tage to any one person in the Confederation, high
or*low, without exacting a corresponding duty or
obligation. This pact is the true and fundamental
basis of our Swiss citizenship ; such was the faith
of our forefathers, such is our faith to-day.

May I say therefore, Monsieur" le Ministre, that
you have a very safe colony of sound Swiss to look
after. We may at times be stubborn, and even
obstinate, but — that is the nature of every good
Swiss and always will be so. We are very conscious
of our good name in this hospitable land of England,
and we mean to keep it »so. If many of our sons are
to-day lighting with tin* British Forces, this does

not imply any loss of the patrimony of our birth-
right, but it does mean that these sons of ours are
fighting for identically the same ideals a« we should
under the pact of 1291 :— the defence op honotjk,
THE DEFENCE OP TRUTH AND THE DEFENCE OF FREEDOM.

Gn behalf of the Committee I express our grati-
tude to our Minister, to the Artists for the eirjov-
ment which they have given us and to you all for
your demonstration of sincere loyalty and

solidarity.
The 650th Anniversary celebration of the Swiss

Confederation ended beiittingly with the singing ol

our National Anthem.

In summing up we can all be proud of the way in
which this celebration was conducted, without pomp,
simple and dignified, and in accordance with the times
we are passing through.

Thanks are due to the organisers, the performers
and not least to those Ladies who, by wearing their
national costumes added greatly to the brightness of
the occasion. I would also heartily congratulate my old
friend Gallus, the poet laureate of the Swiss Colony,
who dedicated his cleverly composed " Sonetten
Kranz" to the Swiss Colony. If i am permitted to
voice a disappointment it would be this, that very
little of our Swiss dialect was heard in the official ad-
dress. —

Across the sea, back home where on the 1st of
August the church bells were ringing, and where on
the mountains the fires were shedding their lights as
symbols of liberty, our people have remembered their
brethren in foreign lands, many of whom are facing
grim dangers, they have sent us their greetings and
assurance that our hearts are beating as loyally as

ever before for our country which we know is facing
hard and bitter times, and across the Alps we are
sending them this message : "Be strong, be faithful
to the tradition inherited which gained us the respect
of the universe, be humble before God and courageous
before man, God bless you and protect our land;" and
let me end with these words : The destiny of Switzer-
land mav vet be a mission.

(ST.

August 22nd, 1941.

SERVICE AT EGLISE SUISSE.

79, Endell Street, W.C.2.

Sunday, 3rd August, saw a very large gathering
at the Eglise Suisse in Endell Street, prettily and
tastefully decorated with flowers and the Swiss flag,
where tlie French and the German-speaking Protestant
Communities of the Swiss Colony in London came to-
gether and in a simple and very dignified manner to
give thanks to the Almighty who by his great wisdom
has thus far preserved our dear homeland from the
ravages of war, and to pray fervently that of His
unbounded goodness He will further spare the land of
our fathers.

Every seat in the church was taken and the ushers
were hard put to find sufficient chairs for the late
arrivals. It is doubtful if ever so many people were
assembled in that building which in itself is a bit of
Switzerland.

And how befitting it was as a continuation or per-
haps a closing act of the proceeding day when French
and German speaking Swiss sat next to one another in
the vast Central Hall, that in this more confined space
of the Eglise Suisse they sat even closer together and
worshipped God each in his or lier own way and
language as'it is but right and as it should be.

The sermons given by the Rev. Pradervand
and the Rev. E. Jornot in French and German respec-
tivel.v, were earnest'and to the heart of everyone and I
am sure made deep and lasting impressions on all
those present.

The Minister and Madame Thurnheer attended the
service, the impressiveness of which was enhanced, if
such were possible by the two exceedingly well ren-
dered solos by Miss Sophie Wyss.

SERVICE AT ST. PETER AND ST. EDWARD,
Palace Street, Westminster, S.W.I.

There was a very representative congregation at
St. Peter & St. Edward, the Garrison Church to the
Wellington Barracks near by and which church was

I gratuitiously put at the disposal by the Cathedral Au-
thorities to the Swiss Colony for the Roman Catholic
Service in commemoration of the 650th anniversary
of the foundation of Switzerland.

The Swiss Minister and Madame Thurnheer were
welcomed on arrival by the Rev. A. Lanfranchi, two
" prie dieu's " covered with the Swiss flag were placed
near the sanctuary for the Minister and Madame
Thurnheer whilst the altar and the pulpit were artisti-
rally decorated with flowers and the national flags.

At the beginning of the mass the congregation
sang the Swiss National Anthem, during the "Credo"
the Swiss National Hymn whilst during the " offer-
tory " the choir recruited from members of the
" Unione Ticinese " sang the " Ave Verum " and the
" Salve Regina " was played at the organ during the
communion.

In his sermon Father Lanfranchi exhorted the
congregation in German, French and Italian and con-
eluding in English to live up to the christian ideals,
faith; hope and charity of our forefathers who with
the words : "In the name of God the Almighty "
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