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APRIL 26TH, 1941.

All Bwitzerland watched with baited breath to sece
how the Bundesrat would react to this ultimatum of a
movement which, however unpopular in Switzerland,
might expect the firm support of strong neighbours.

The Federal Council’s reply was to forbid it com
pletely and ¢ all movements intended to replace it.”

Most of the leaders of the group and other groups
like it who were not arrested and imprisoned for sub-
versive activities have fled to Germany, whence they
write pamphlets and articles attacking Switzerland.

In the Swiss Nazi movement one can recognize the
same tactics that brought the fall of so many countries
in Burope. Pretending to be a small persecuted
minority, the pro-Nazi bearers of an intolerant revo-
lutionary doctrine wished to destroy all existing social
forms and set themselves up as supreme masters.

The same appeal to tribal instincts was made in
Switzerland as in other countries. The Jewish ques-
tion was used as a wedge for German domination.
Nazi pamphlets stated that the Jews were not among
the “ oath comrades " (Eidgenossen) who swore
*mutual aid in defense of justice and liberty,”” on the
mountain meadow of Ritii in 1291 and hence should be
persecuted. :

They forgot, however, that the Riitli oath was a
reaction against German domination. The same propa-
canda against the domination of international finance
and ‘¢ hidden powers *’ was present.

The Swiss were not to be led from their own tra-
ditional path, however.  Without sentiment or fear
they have defended their national individuality more
successfully than any other Iuropean nation. DPer-
haps they are being spared through Nazification and
invasion partially because their poverty in natural re-
sources does not make them a worthy booty. How-
ever, a good part of their freedom must be attributed
to their own unbending character and the strong
measures of their government in defense of democracy.

OUR COAL SHORTAGE.

(From the ** Hconomist,”” April 5th.)

The Swiss winter is not yet ended, and coal for
domestic heating is alrveady scarce.  Switzerland in
normal times needs 350,000 truck loads of coal for her
own consumption ; 150,000 truck loads are required for
heating, 100,000 for industry, and 70,000 for gas pro-
duction. In normal years, nearly 53 per cent. came
from Germany, 16 per cent. from France, 13 per cent.
from Holland, 7 per cent. from Britain, 4 per cent.
from Belgium, and the remaining 7 per cent. from
Poland, U.S.A. and other countries. Since last winter,
all sources of coal supplies except Germany and
Jugoslavia — were one after the other cut off, and
Switzerland had to rely solely on German imports.
These totalled 87,000 truck loads for 1940-41, and the
deficit was about 180,000 truck loads, thanks to the
stores accumulated during 1939 and the beginning of
1910. Measures were, therefore, taken last winter to
cut down private coal consumption so as to enable the
normal working of industry. The allowance of coal
for heating was reduced to 60 per cent. of normal
needs; and home resources were used to the utmost,
but electricity, wood and peat could not fill the gap.
The result was that new restrictions were made for the
present winter, when private houses were only allowed
40 per cent. of normal consumption. December and

January were abnormally cold; and although work-
shiops, offices and schools are closed on Saturdays,
although school Christmas holidays were lengthened,
and although lheating was calculated to maintain . a
temperature of 60 deg. Fahrenheit at the highest in
two roowms, and 45 deg. in the others, stocks dwindled
rapidly and the Government made it clear that no fur-
ther coal rations would be allowed. A small extra
allowance was nevertheless made, but at the same time
it was announced that heating would everywhere be
stopped on March 15th.

According to an agreement concluded last autumn,
Germany undertakes to deliver about one million tons
of coal to Switzerland at a price higher by nearly 50
per cent. than the current price in Germany. Part of
it is to be paid in gold and another part in land pro-
ducts such as cattle, pigs, cheese and other dairy pro-
ducts.  The agreement should to some extent ease the
situation of cattle breeders, as, owing to the stoppage
of fodder imports, the slanghtering of about one-thi
of the cows and ol one-fifth of the pigs had been con-
templated. German coal deliveries were fairly regu-
lar for some time, but in December they were stopped,
and Swiss importers were informed that coal and coke
deliveries would provisionally cease for an indefinite
period unless the Swiss railways could place all the
necessary rolling stock at Germany’s disposal.  The
Swiss had hitherto supplied only a proportion of the
necessary trucks and were reluetant to send more to
Germany. They apparently complied with Germany’s
desire and supplied her with more rotling stock. De-
fiveries have bhegun again, but on a small scale, and if
they cannot be increased there will be a shortage next
winter, with the result that further restrictions will be
necessary.

Dearth of coal is only one of the hardships the
Swiss are suffering. At present, each person is en-
titled in a month to 24 oz. of flour, maize and semola,
164 oz. of wheat and barley products, 264 oz. of fat
and oil, 24 oz. of sugar, 16} oz. of rice, 164 oz. of maca-
roni, 8 oz. of dried peas and beans, and 94 oz. of butter:
the sale of meat, fresh milk and cheese remains unre-
stricted.

A new and great effort is to be made to increase
home production and to double the area under cultiva-
tion.  The present 440,000 acres under cultivation en-
able the feeding of half the population, and it is esti-
mated that another 300,000 or 400,000 acres may be
added. Thanks to the increase in the cultivated aiea
decided in 1939, the yield of agriculture, which was
1,289 million franes in 1939, rose to 1,491 milliong in
1940, and it is expected to exceed 2,000 millions in
1941. The main difficulty is the lack of labour. The
Government has consequently issued a decree enabling
it to make land work compulsory for several classes
of persons: the unemployed; persons who have 1o
special activity but are physically fit; and those who
have some knowledge of land work.
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FFrom complaints received from the Permit Branch
of the Ministry of Information it would appear that
some subscribers have posted our publication direct to
Switzerland. We wish te state again that copies can
only be sent abroad from this office under our official
permit.
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