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2732 THIE SWISS OBSERVER.

May 25TH, 1940,

Business concerns in Basle and Zurich have been
officially warned to remove their books and records to
the western part of the country. The Bank for Inter-
national Settlements is now to be found at the little
village of Chateaux d'Oex in the Bernese Alps. The
League of Nations is leaving Geneva for Bordeaux;
other reports say that some place in Portugal is its
destination.

* * *

The tone of the articles on Switzerland in the
English press vary according to rumours or the for-
tunes of war. It is generally asserted that our country
is  well prepared against a surprise attack. The
different correspondents have a good deal to say; on
the lake of Constance German troops are conducting
mancuvres in boats; in Basle where the railway exits
to T'rance and Germany have been bottled up, the
public telephone boxes have been closed and the use of
telephones in restaurants are being closely watched.
A regular stream of cars are moving from Zurich and
jasle in the direction of Geneva:; the roads are
patrolled by soldiers who often stop cars to examine
credentials.  The following article is taken from
“Time and Tide » (18.5.40).

Strong German troop concentrations in the
Black IForest and along the Swiss-German border
from Basle to the Vorarlberg region are, as we o to
press, causing serious concern in  Switzerland.
Although there have been previous signs of German
activity in these parts at different times since the
beginning of the war, it is believed in Switzerland
that this time Hitler means business. The Swiss
authorities have accordingly taken full precaution:
ary measures against a possible German attack on
their country.

General mobilization was ordered on the eve
of the invasion of Holland and Belgium. 3y last
Saturday morning there were more than 600,000
well-trained men under arms, out of a total popula-
tion of 4} millions. In addition there are more than
300,000 men in the anti-aircraft formation., and in
organizations which in case of emergency will carry
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out evacuation and other measures of civil defence.
An army of 300,000 is concentrated along the entire
Swiss-German  border, from Basle following the
course of the Rhine to the district of Ragaz, where
the main German push might occur.  The whole of
the frontier region is guarded by strong fortifica-
tions, and a second and third line of defence has
been drawn up well behind the actual frontier. The
southern front is guarded by 200,000 men. A hun-
dred thousand men are standing by the Swiss mid-
lands, whose primary duty would be to deal with
possible fifth column activities. As there are about
130,000 German subjects living in Switzerland, of
whom at least 30,000 are known to belong to
National Socialist organizations, prompt action
will be needed to safeguard the country from their
unwelcome attentions. The Swiss Government is
determined to deal with them in a drastic manner.

[further precautionary measures, such as the
mining of bridges and roads, were taken some time
ago. The equipment of the Swiss army is first-class,
but the country is not strong in the air, and if she
were to be attacked, help from the Allied air forces
would be the main need.

There can be no doubt that Switzerland is ready
to fight to the last soul tor her cherished indepen-
dence. Whether the challenge comes from Germany
or from Germany and Italy in combination, the
Swiss nation will take it up.

FROM HONEYMQCON TO HELL AND HOSPITAL.

Our very popular friend René Marchand and Muis.
Marchand can be congratulated on the wonderful
escape of their son, Roy Marchand, who is a pilot in
the R.A.I". Most members of the colony know that
voung Roy only just got married on the 4th May, and
an impressive gathering of our compatriots attended
the ceremony and the reception which followed at the
Dorchester IHotel.

After a week’s honeymoon spent in IKngland, Roy
returned to his duty full of that indomitable courage
which is covering the R.ALI'. with glory. He had only
been back two days when he was unfortunately shot
down, but his injuries luckily proved of such a nature
that, whilst he was invalided home, his life is not in
danger. We hear that he is now recovering satisfac-
torily, and his one aim is to return to the front and
carry on with the good work. We hear he hag already
several enemy planes to his credit.

The Dbest wishes of all our compatriots will un-
doubtedly go to this young hero, accompanied with our
sympathy for his young wife and his Swiss parents
who are giving their most precious to the catise’ of
freedom for which the Allies are fighting.

Bee.

CHURCH BAZAAR.

We should like to remind our readers that the
bazaar arranged by our two churches for this after-
noon will take place as advertised. It has, however,
been found desirable to eliminate the tea and the
children’s entertainment.
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