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SWISS MERCANTILE SOCIETY.

The Monthly Meeting of the Society was held at
Swiss House on Wednesday, June 12th. Mr. J. J. Boos,
President, was in the Chair.

The Chairman informed the Meeting that the
Society had recently been approached by the Swiss
Legation with a view to making Swiss House a clear-
ing station for Swiss residing in Great Britain. The
experiences made by Swiss nationals in countries like
Norway, Holland and Belgium, who were rendered
homeless through air raids etc., had prompted the
Swiss Legation to make arrangements for such
eventualities. A Swiss Relief Centre Committee,
under the auspices of the Swiss Benevolent Society,
had already been formed and the Chairman acquainted
the meeting with the terms under which Swiss House
had been offered through the Swiss Minister to the
Relief Committee. The S.M.S. will, nevertheless,
retain Swiss House as its headquarters and continue
to afford accommodation to the other Swiss Societies
who have hitherto also had their headquarters there.
As there will be full details of the scheme published in
the columns of this paper, it does not come within the
scope of this report to comment further on the subject.
Suffice it to mention that the Meeting wholeheartedly
endorsed the action of the Council in having offered
Swiss House for this patriotic undertaking.

In view of the present situation it was decided to
dispense ivith the established custom of cancelling the
July and August meetings. As few members will be
-on holiday this year it was considered desirable to
foregather during the summer months in order to give
members an opportunity of meeting each other.

This concluded the proceedings and the meeting,
which was well attended, was followed.by a talk given
by Mr. O. Grob, a member of the Council and former
Vice-President, on his visit to the U.S.A. Mr. Grob
was entrusted by the Management of the Swiss Bank
Corporation to assist in the organisation of the newly
opened agency in New York.

Although America is in the forefront of the news
these days and we read numerous articles and see many
films from which we can form our ideas of life and
ways in Uncle Sam's country, we were, nevertheless,
eager to hear first hand the impressions gathered by a
member of the Society.

Mr. Grob vividly described his journey to the
Metropolis of the New World and the overpowering
impression which New York's sky line made on him.
lie related his numerous experiences, a heat wave of
105 degrees in the shade, travelling in overcrowded
underground railways, a, visit to the Swiss Pavillion
at the New York's World Fair, etc. He found the
Americans very hospitable and helpful. We heard of
the organisation of modern banks, the Social Security
System, life in a modern factory town and numerous
other matters of outstanding interest. Finally Mr.
Grob gave an account of his eventful homeward jour-
nev via Italy, Switzerland and France.

The lecturer, on the conclusion of his most in-
teresting talk, was accorded a very hearty ovation.

TF.R.

SWISS RELIEF CENTRE.
In conjunction with the Swiss Benevolent Society.

At the request of the Swiss Minister a committee
has heen formed for the purpose of organising a
PeZie/ Centre giving temporary assistance to those of
our compatriots who might become victims of air raids.

Being well aware that any assistance from Swit-
zerland is practically impossible in the grave crisis we
are going through, the committee want every Swiss to
feel that such a centre exists at which immediate relief
can be offered to those in need.

The Swiss Mercantile Society have kindly agreed
to put Swiss House at the disposal of the TfeZie/ Centre
committee. Sleeping accommodation is available for
men, women and children, and arrangements are made
for catering.

The creation of such an organisation entails con-
siderable expense, and we have to look to the full sup-
port of the Colony to enable us to carry on the good
work. The Swiss of Great Britain will remember with
pride that the Colony has always looked after those of
our unfortunate compatriots who may, through no
fault of their own, fall in distressed circumstances.

We are glad to put on record that the Swiss
Minister has obtained a subsidy from the Swiss
Government, but /wfÄer /«nds are »r<yewfh/ regwtrecZ
to pay for beds, other furniture, and for upkeep and
catering, and all necessary expenses of the ifehe/
Centre.

It is now up to all those of our compatriots who
are in a position to do so to come forward and show
their patriotism in a tangible form by sendmp snh-
soription.s at once. These should be addressed to the
Treasurer, Swiss Benevolent Society, Swiss House, 34,
Fitzroy Square, W.l. and marked " Peh'e/ Centre/'

Apart from donations of money the committee are
in urgent need of the following items :

Pillow Cases, Blankets, Quilts, Rugs, Single Bed
Sheets, Hand Towels, Bath Towels.
Will all those of our compatriots who can spare

any of these items kindly give them for the common
cause. They should at once be sent to Swiss ffctie/
Centre, Swiss House, 34, Fitzroy Square, W.l, as
above.

Will our compatriots also please communicate this
appeal to any and every Swiss they meet so that every-
one should have an opportunity of co-operating in this
effort to help those who may be unfortunate victims,

In case of doubt as to the best method of assisting
please get in touch with Swiss House or any member
of the Committee, or with the Secretary of the Com-
mittee : II. Binggnely, IßT, Clapham Road, London,
S.W.9, Telephone : Reliance 4150.

SWISS RELIEF COMMITTEE.
President :

The Swiss Minister, Monsieur W. Thurnheer.
Legation Delegate :

Monsieur Charles de Jenner.
Chairman : Louis Chapuis; Vice-Chairman : A. F.
Suter; Treasurer: Anton Bon; Secretary: IT.
Binggnely; House Committee: W. B. Sigerist, J. J.
Boos, Ch. Chapuis : Welfare ' Committee : Pasteur
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Pradervand ; Swiss Benevolent Society Delegate: T.
Ritter,

Air raids may be on us at any moment, and we feel
sure that at this time of crisis every Swiss will wish to
act in accordance with our National motto : " Owe /or
AW, AW /or Owe." Pieuse act at owce.

IN MEMORIAM.

rViA/oWowwM/ is reprin-ted /row tfte Palmers Oreew
and Sow.tÄ(/ate Oasette, ./awe 14tfc :

Mrs. Scheidegger, of 34 The Chine, Grange Park,
for many years a keen hospital worker, died in the
Wellhouse Hospital, Barnet, on Wednesday, June 5th,
after a long illness which, however, ended suddenly.

Mrs. Scheidegger, who was born in Hampstead
in 1870, married a gentleman who was naturalised
British (formerly Swiss), and their son was killed in
the last war while fighting with H.M. Forces.

She had lived in Lightcliffe Road, Palmers Green,
for 30 years, prior to removal to Grange Park, and had
worked ardently for the League of the Roses, which
is associated with the Royal Northern Hospital, since
the inception of the league and had been chairman of
the Palmers Green division since 1931, working with
other ladies who were also in at the beginning, Mrs.
Frank Barratt and Mrs. Mabel Johnsen.

Sympathy is expressed for the bereaved husband,
and daughter Miss Florence Scheidegger.

The funeral was on Wednesday, the interment in
the Great Northern Cemetery following a service in
St. John's Church, Palmers Green.

Mrs. Scheidegger had also been a fine worker for
the Palmers Green Samaritan Society.

M. Armand Vandendries who had a wide circle of
friends in our Colony died suddenly last Friday week
at the age of 58 ; he had been ailing for some time and
passed away peacefully in his sleep due to angina
pectoris. His integrity and rare attainments earned
him the homage and affection of all those with whom
he came in contact.

M. Vandendries was a Chevalier de l'Ordre de
Leopold II ; the funeral took place last Tuesday at
Putney Vale Cemetery in the presence of a large num-
ber of friends.

Sincere wide-spread sympathy will go out to our
old friend Gusti Wyss, of the Lucullus Club, 44/48,
Old Compton Street, W.l, whose wife Elsv passed
away suddenly on Monday, June 17tli, at the age of
55, as the result of a haemorrhage of the brain. During
her thirty years of married bliss she was a cheering and

hard-working helpmate to her husband, first as
stewards of the Union Helvetia Club and then as pro-
prietors of the Swiss Hotel.

The funeral took place yesterday afternoon at the
Hendon Central Cemetery.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED.

C. Scliardt; R. H. Zwink; Buser & Co., Ltd.; J.
R. Reber ; L. A. Arnould ; E. Montag; Leon Faivre;
Mrs. Macquerie; U. Bretscher; C. Bertschi; C.
Strubin; E. A. Nussle; M. A. Mauch Modica; H. C.
Baiser; E. Sträuli; E. G. Hantsch; J. Blaser; P.
Bûcher; M. Leuba; J. Ecker ; A. Wettstein; R. C.
Leutwyler ; E. C. Cliatelain ; Dr. E. Zehnder ; Miss
Dora, Gerber; Miss Dora Oesch; C. H. Gallmann
Ernest Vogel; II. Hossack; A. Schmidt; J. A. Kaelin
E. Bryner; Ik A. Duvoisin ; G. T. Groats; H
Schwander; E. Luterbacher; C. Runzle; A. Perrocket
F. Brandenburger ; W. Gysier ; P. F. Brun ; W. Fuchs
E. Seheter; M. B. Lichtensteiger ; J. H. Bueki; T. A
Lanfranconi; E. Tschannen; A. Dreyfus-Walser ; D
Aston; H. M. Rowley; H. Bachtold ; A. Colti; J
Lacroix; P. Walser; J. U. Seheter; C. Filliez; C. J
Reinhart; F. Wechsler; E. Kaufeier; W. B. Sigerist
W. R. Gamper; J. Moser; G. Luzl~ F. Scharer; W
Weber; R. Hanny ; A. Tissot ; R. Ii,, ,-el; A. Kunzler
W. Schedler; H. Ellison; J. B. Brutsch ; H. Epprecht
II. Ffirter; L. Zürcher; E. Wey; T. Lunghi-Rezzonico
IL Blackwell : W. Lehmann; J. Keller; A. F. Frikart
•T. C. Nussle; R. de Cintra ; L. Duffey ; W. Bachmann
G. Dreyfuss; II. Schallibaum; F. À. Brawand ; R
Senn; M. Golay; Marker & Co.; I. Stanton; P
Halter; J. G. Bachmann; M. DeFrenne ; A. Bruderer
M. Heinzelmann; A. Widmer; F. Haegler; A. F
Clemence ; R. Marchand; G. Pape; F. J. Meier; J. J
Boos; O. Hoch; W. E. Gattiker ; E. C. Schmid ; P
Rolla : L. Rneff : A. Hinderling; A. Tall; O. Muller
II. W. Schneider; N. Battilano ; Swiss Y.M.C.A.
Guignard & Golay: A. Lutz; W. Gradmann.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS.

Tuesday, July 2nd, at 6.30 p.m. — City Swiss Club —
Monthly Meeting, at Pagani's Restaurant. (See
advert.)

îDivine Services,

Dimanche 23 juin 1940: à l'Eglise Suisse, 79, Endell Street, W.C.2.
llh. Culte M. M. Pradervand.
llh. Ecole du dimanche.

Pour tout ce qui concerne le ministère pastoral, prière de s'adresser
à Monsieur le pasteur Marcel Pradervand, 65, Mount View
Road, N.4. (Téléphone Mountview 5003). Heure de réception
à l'église le mercredi de ll-12h.30.

Sonntag, den 23. Juni 1940 : in der Schweizerkirche, 9, Gresham
Street, E.C.2.

11 Uhr. Gottesdienst. Mr. W. Fischer.
Für alle Amtshandlungen wende man sich z.Z. an Pfr. M.

Pradervand, 65, Mount View Road, N.4. (MOU 5003)

Printed and Published by The Frederick Printing Co., Ltd., at
23, Leonard Street, London, E.C.2.
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