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I < “ NEWS AT RANDOM

Recent developments may aggravate the economic
situation of our country considerably.  So far most
of our supplies have reached us through a French or
[talian port of entry; it is stated that fair inland
stocks are being held of all the necessities of life.

In reply to a question raised in the States Council,
about the liability of foreigners making a contribution
towards national defence, it was stated that about
76,000, all of military age, were residing in our country.
Generally speaking, interstate settlement treaties pre-
cluded their being called upon for active or passive
service, the only notable exception being the U.S.A.

An official audit in the canton Nt. Gall has
disclosed considerable deficiencies in the accounts of
five communes ; a request for dismissal of the culpable
officials is meeting with opposition.

%

The ban on Sunday employment is being lifted in
most of the cantons, especially where the output of
farm and agricultural land is likely to suffer.

Arrangements sanctioned by the IFederal Council
will enable necessitous compatriots who have Dbeen
evacuated [rom abroad to raise loans at 19, intervest
against deposit of stock and other effects tor which
there is mno market under present conditions: the
amount so advanced is limited to I'rs.2,000.— and each
case will be decided on its merits.

Heinrich Hatt-von Meiss, principal of the firm of
contractors bearing his name, died in Zurich at the
age of 62, after a protracted illness.  Many of the
modern buildings in Zurich have been constructed by
his firm such as the Swiss National Bank, Volksbank,
Bahnhof Enge, Orvell-Fiissli court.

* * +*

Dr. med. Karl Sturzenegger-Hafter died at the
age of 74, in Zurich, where he had a very large prac-
tice. He was a colonel in our army, and during the

last warr he headed the commission charged with the
inspection of prisoners’ camps in belligerent countries.
During his visit to this country he and his colleagues
were entertained at Gatti’s Restaurant by one of the
London Swiss Clubs.

Anoarmy  plane crashed on June Tth during
exercises, the instructor, Capt. L. D. Eugen Frymann,
from Diibendort, being fatally wounded.

As letters and newspapers from Switzerland are
reaching this country with considerable delay, we are
reproducing some telegraphic reports which appeared
in the Iinglish press. The ** Daily Telegraph,” June
13th, gives a Reuter message stating that :

[Four persons were killed and 19 injured when
unidentitied ’planes dropped bombs in Switzerland
on Wednesday, June 1Zth. An Army communiqué
stated :

CLarly to-day there were several violations of
Swiss territory by foreign 'planes. So far as can be
ascertained one bomb dropped near a school at
Renens, near Lausanne, and several others were
dropped near Daillens. IFive bombs were dropped
near Geneva.”’

The bombs near Geneva dropped in the working-
class suburb of Carvouge, near the French frontier.
The drone of ’planes aroused the curiosity of resi-
dents, who left their beds to find out what was hap-
pening. A Swiss soldier and a woman were killed
and 18 persons were injured.

At Renens, 20 miles from the IFrench frontier,
the railway track and part of the station were
damaged. One woman was killed and her husband
injured, and another man was killed in bed.

CITY SWISS CLUB.

Messieurs les membres sont avisés que

L’ASSEMBLEE MENSUELLE

aura lieu Mardi le 2 Juilleta 6.80 h. précises au
VRVei,taurant PAGANI 42, Great Portland Street,

ORDRE DU JOUR:
Procés-verbal. Démissions.

Admissions. Divers.

Le souper est facultatif et les participants

. sont priés de bien vouloir s’inscrire au plus tot

aupres de Monsieur P. F. Boehringer, 23, Leonard
Street, E.C.2. (Téléphone: Clerkenwell 2321/2).
Le Comité
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Another reference to the same incident appears in
““The Times,” June 14th.

Two persons were killed at Renens and three at
Geneva, and altogether about 50 were injured, by
the accidental dropping of bombs early on Wednes-
day, June 12th. The error of the bomber may be
ascribed to the fact that a thick mist covered a
great part of Switzerland, and the Alps were
wrapped in thick clouds. The Federal Government
have -instructed the Swiss Minister in London to
protest against the bombing, and reserve the right
to claiming indemnities for the damage.

The latest news is given by ** The Daily Tele-
graph,” June 19th, whose Zurich correspondent says:
French refugees, civilian and military, are
streaming into western Switzerland. About 1,500
civilians have already crossed the frontier and thou-
sands more are awaiting permission to enter.

More than 1,000 soldiers have been interned,
after being disarmed and fed. About 300, with a
General, crossed the frontier at La Chaux-de-IFonds.
A French hospital train also arrived with wounded.

Old civilians, women and children are being
cared for by the Red Cross. Men still young enough
to bear arms are turned back unless ill.

The noise of exploding factories and munition
dumps, as the French retire, has been heard in
Switzerland.

And again in the issue of June 20th :

A Polish division of about 18,000 men, with
2,300 horses and 500 wagons, crossed the western
Swiss frontier last night.  The men were disarmed
and interned.

Tt was stated that about 12,000 French troops
with about 5,000 horses also entered Switzerland
last night and were sent into the inferior to be
interned.

The Trench troops included Spahis, from
Algeria, with their fine Arab mounts.

French soldiers and civilians continued to pour
across the border to-day and it was estimated that
so far about 40,000 rench troops who have entered
the country have been disarmed and interned.

NOTICE.

Swiss  citizens of  double nationality living in
Great Britain are supposed to do their military service
in the United Kingdom if they are domiciled in this
country.

It such a person of dual nationality claims exemp-
tion from his liability under the National Service
(Armed Forces) Act, on the ground that he possesses
foreign as well as British nationality he should inform
the Authority with which he has to register of his
intention.

His calling up will be postponed for a reasonable
period in order to afford him an opportunity to make
a declaration of alienage.

If, at the expiration of that period, he has not
made such a declaration he is called up for services
under the Act; if, on the other hand, he makes a
declaration, he becomes an alien for all purposes and
will be exempt from doing military service in this
country.

VERAENDERTE PROBLEME DER SCHWEIZ IN
ZWEI KRIEGEN.

Yon Dr. Hierymany BUCHI.

So viel Aehnlichkeit die Stellung der Schweiz im
heutigen Kriege mit derjenigen von 1914/18 aufweist,
so sieht sich unser Land doch immer wieder vor newe
Probleme gestellt.  Manchmal hat man den Eindruck,
dass sich dabei die Entwicklung dort fortsetzt, wo sie
1918, zu Linde des letzten Krieges, authorte. Die
sehweiz passt sich im neuen Sturm an und zwar aus
genauer Beobachtung der LIrfahrungen und Lehren
des Dbisherigen Kriegsgeschehens. — Man kann sagen,
dass jede Phase des Dbisherigen Krieges, vom Kampt
in Polen bis zu den Schlachten auf den flandrischen
Iibenen, ihre deutliche Riickwirkung auft die Schweiz
gehabt hat.

Das ist selbstverstindlich in erster Linie auf
militdvischem Gebiet der Ifall.  Je mehr dureh die
Invasionen von Dinemark, Norwegen, Belgien und
liolland die vilkerrechtliche Bedeutung der Neutrali-
tit herabgemindert wurde, desto wichtiger wurde die
militirische  Nicherung  der  Neutralitit.  Wohl
benutzen die offiziellen Instanzen, letzthin besonders
die Vollmachtenkommission des Nationalrates, jede
Gelegenheit, um zu bekunden, ** dass Behorden, Armee
und  Volk mnach wie vor den unerschiitterlichsten
Willen haben, die strikteste und lovalste Newtralitit
gegeniiber ihren Nachbarn und den Kriegfithrenden
7z bewahren und dass sie von diesem Grundsatz und
dieser IHaltung keinen einzigen Augenblick und unter
keinen Umstinden abgehen werden.”  Aber die gleich-
zeitige rastlose und gesteigerte Tétigkeit beim Ausbau
des eigenen militdrischen Schutzes zeigt deutlich, dass
die militirische Abwehrbereitschaft eine viel grissere
Bedeutung  erhalten hat als im  letzten Weltkrieg.
Diese erstreckt sich diesmal mnicht Dbloss aul die
Landesgrenzen, die heute ganz anders befestiot und
bemannt sind als im Weltkrieg, sondern entsprechend
dem heutigen Charakter des totalitiiren Krieges auch
aul das ganze Hinterland. Nicht Dloss durch die Be-
festigungslinien, welche hintereinander sich durch
Taler und iber IHohen hinweg ziehen, sondern durch
den Kampf gegen die ¢ Iiinfte Kolonne,”” die Bildung
von  Ortswehren, das Aufeebot des weitgehend be-
waffneten Iilfsdienstes und Luftschutzes und die
Luftschutzbauten kommt allen Volkskreisen ganz
anders intensiv zu Bewusstsein, dass eigentlich infolge
der neuen Kriegs- und Kampfmethoden das ganze
Land und das ganze Volk in die Krieesriistung und in
die Kriegszone einbezogen worden sind. Gegeniiber
andern neutralen Lindern, die in den Krieg hineinge-
riscsen  wurden, hat die Schweiz  zwei wesentliche
Vorteile : sie konnte in voller Ruhe, gestiitzt auf die
Erfahrungen aunf den verschiedenen Kricgssehaupliit-
zen und in den verschiedenen ervoberten Lindern, in
bezug auf Ausriistung und Ausbildung ihven mili-
tirisch-polizeilichen  Apparat vervollstiindigen, und
sie ist in - der gilinstigen Lage, eine Boden- und
Terraingestaltung  fiir  ihrve Verteidigung in  die
Wagschale werfen zu konnen, wie sie hochstens Norwe:
gen zur Verfiioung stand.

Iin Problem, das 1914/18 sozusagen fehlte, ist das
Problem der FEvakuation: gewisser Gegenden und
gewisser DBevolkerungsteile. . Es ist akut ceworden
und war schon vor Kriegsausbruch aktuell infolge der
neuen Kriegsmethoden. DBrennend wurde es, als man
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