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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE
SWISS MERCANTILE SOCIETY.

The Eighth Ordinary and General Meeting
of the Swiss Mercantile Society (Limited by
Guarantee) was held at Swiss House on Wednes-
day, February 15th, at 8 p.m. About 50 members
were present.

Mr. A. Steinmann, President of the Society
and Chairman of the Council, presided.

The Secretary, Mrv. J. J. Schneider, I.1.A.C.,
read the notice convening the meeting.

The Chairman then called on the auditor,
Mr. Percy H. Green, F.C.A., to give his report.
Mr. Green elucidated the accounts which the
members had in their possession. He said that
it had been a year of satisfactory working and
that the financial position of the Society was in
a liquid state. A resolution for the adoption of
the accounts was carried unanimously.

The Chairman then reported on the activities
of the Swiss Mercantile Society (Loundon Section)
which during the period under review celebrated
its Golden Jubilee.  He was pleased to record
that despite the economic and political dis-
turbances in the international sphere the Society
was able to make good progress. The member-
ship had remained very stable but showed an in-
crease in the number of contributing members
and firms. The Chairman then gave details of

meetin lectur social activities and sports
and partienlarly rveferred to the outstanding
funections held in connection with the Jubilee

Celebrations  which  were a milestone in the
Society’s history. In conclusion he expressed the
firm belief that the tradition which had been built
up over the last fifty yvears would be worthily
maintained.

Mr. W. Meier, Chairman of the Education
Committee, gave a detailed account of the pro-
gress ol the College during 1938, The number of
students was the highest since 1932, and the fol-
lowing figures tend to show that the College is
enjoying a steadily increasing influx of students :
398 students in 19 ) in 1936 509 in 1937
and 602 in 1938. The ave e stay also increased
to 43 months from slightly over 4 months in the
preceding year. The number of students in the
various classes was kept as low as possible and
additional staff had to be engaged. The Chair-
man attributed the larger number of students to
a growing realisation in Switzerland that the
education not only of people in commerecial
pursuits but also of persons in many other walks
of life would Dbe incomplete today without a
thorough knowledge of the English language.
The College continued to receive the invaluable
support of the central authorities of the S.K.V
the Swiss Legation in London and the Swiss
Federal Government as well as many firms and
individual donors, who fully recognised the value
of the services the College rendered to Swiss
vouth.  That undoubtedly showed that the Col-
lege was fulfilling work of national importance
to Switzevland.

The Diploma issued by the College was more
and morve recognised by prospective employers as
a hall-mark of proficiency. The report embraced

full particulars of attendance, staff, curriculum,
Holiday Course excursions, lectures,
social functions and sport, Old S.M.S. Students’
Clubs, ete.

In conclusion Mr. Meier paid tribute to the
Teaching and Office Staffs for the helpful services
they had rendered during the year. He particu-
larly thanked all the members of the Society who

had given help and support .to the various
activities of the College.
Mr. J. J. Boos, Chairman of the House Com-

mittee, reported on the work carried out at Swiss
House during the past year. He gave details of
repairs, renovations and installations. The re-
port showed that no efforts were spared to ensure
the comfort of members and students and that
the amenities of Sw House were being
constantly watched and improved upon by the
House Committee. Mr. Boos also gave particu-
lars of the affiliated Societies which have their
headquarters at Swiss House and with whom the
S.M.S. maintains friendly relations.

The last report, that of the Evening Classes,
was read by Mr. Gi. Haberstich, a member of the
Education Committee. An increase both in the
number of classes and students, from 43 to 46
and from 380 to 425 respectively, was recorded.
These figures prove that the evening classes fulfil
a real need and that an ever increasing number
of our compatriots avail themselves of the various
langunage and commercial subjects which are in-
cluded in the curriculum. A staff of qualified and
experienced teachers is at their disposal for the
promotion of their professional education.

A formal resolution to adopt the reports was
carried with acelamation.

Mr. Percy H. Green, IF.CLA.,
appointed as auditor of the Societ)

was  re-

Mr. G. . De Brunner, a Trustee and former
President of the Society, who was elected Chair-
man pro. tem. then proceeded with the election
of the Committees and of the Council. He
thanked the members for the services they had
rendered to the Society during the past year. He
particularly paid tribute to the President, Mr. A.
Steinmann, and the two Vice-Presidents, Mr. W.
Meier, Chairman of the Education Committee,
and Mr. J. J. Boos, Chairman of the House
Committee, for the tremendous amount of un-
selfish and untiring work they had done for the
Society for a number of vears. He regretted to
report that Mr. Steinmann, who had been Presi-
dent and Chairman of the Council for the last six
years, could not see his way to offer himself for
re-election. Tt was in recognition of his valuable
services that the Society elected Mr. Steinmann
an  Honorary Member on the occasion of the
Jubilee Celebrations.

On the recommendation of the Council Mr.
J.J. Boos was nominated for the office of Chair
man of the Council and President of the Society
and his election  was received with prolonged
acclamation and renewed cheers. This must have
been a sonrce of encouragement to Mr. Boos who
first as Hon. Secretary and later as Chairman of
the House Committee, had taken a very keen and
active interest in the Society ever since its instal-
lation  at Swiss  House.  Mr. Boos suitably
thanked the Meeting for the confidence reposed

in him and with the help of the Council and
Committees he said he would endeavour to carry
on the work so ably performed by his predecessor.
As a vesult of Mr. Boos’s election as President a
reshuffle of offices was necessitated. Mr. O.
Grob, who, for a large number of years held the
office of Hon. Treasurer, was elected Chairman
of the House Committee and Vice-Pesident of the
Society. The office of Treasurer was filled by Mr.
M. Heilinger, and Mr. R. Senn was elected oun
the General Purposes Committee, —M7i. Trachsel,
who was Vice-Chairman of the House Committee,

did not seek re-election — Mr. L. W. Krucker
was elected on the House Committee. The Tdu-

cation Committee remained unchanged. Mr.
Boos was pleased to inform the Meeting that Mr.
Steinmann, whose co-operation he greatly valued,
had consented to remain a member of the Coun-
cil and Mr. A. C. Stahelin, whose invaluable ad-
vice and assistance were ever an asset to the

Snciet_\' was also elected as a member of the
Council.
This terminated the proceedings of the

Annual General Meeting which was followed by
the Ordinary Monthly Meeting.
W.B.
CONSTITUTION OF THE COUNCIL AND THE
COMMITTEES FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR
1939.
Council :
Chairman : M. .J. J.
12 Members: Messrs. Ch. Chapuis, G. E. De
Srunner (Trustee), O. Grob, L. Hardmeier, M.
Heilinger, G. Jenne, L. W. Krucker, W, Meier,

Boos.

J. J. Pfaendler, M. Schneider, A. C. Stahelin,
A. Steinmann.
General Purposes-Committee.
Vice-President  (Chairman Education Commit-

tee) :  Mr. W. Meier.
Vice-President (Chairman House Committee) :
Mr. O. Grob.
Houn. Secretary : Mrv. M. Schneider.
Mr. M. Heilinger.
Messrs. R Chappuis, W. fuchs, Rt
Senn.

Hon. Treasurer :
3 members :

Bducation Committec.

Chairman : Mr. W. Meier.

Vice-Chairman : M. I1. H. Bawmann.
4 Members: Messres, (. Haberstich, M. Rothlis-

berger, I". Streit, R. Weist.
House Committee.
Chairman : Mr. O. Grob.

3 Members: Mrs. (i Jenne, Me
Krucker and . Mathys.

L. W.

Auwnditor.
Mr. Percy II. Green, I".CLA.
Press Reporter.
Mr. W. Burren.
Delegate to the Advisory Board of the Employ-
ment Departiment.
Mr. Ch. Chapuis.
Delegates to the Swiss Sports Commitlee.

Messrs. I, von Bergen and R. Chappuis.
Delegate to the N.N.H.

Mr. I, Streit.

SECHZEHN MONATE BANDITENLEBEN IN
CHINA.
Von Ernest WaLTE

(Aus, ¢ Mit Schweizern rund um die Erde.”
Verlag H. R. Saunerlinder & Co. Aarau.)

(Fortsetzung).

Diese Strafexpedition liess nicht lange auf
sich warten. Ilals iiber Kopf mussten wir eines
Tages plotzlich aus dem Dorfe fort und wurden
hoch oben im Gebirge in einer Strohhiitte im
dichtesten Gebiisch  versteckt. Die Soldaten
mussten sehr nahe sein.  Unsere Wichter waren
offensichtlich in grosser Angst. Sie wagten auch
nicht mehr, ein  Feuer - anzuziinden, soundern
brachten das Essen gekocht aus irgend einem
Gehifte in der Nihe, und anch das laute Reden
wurde uns verboten. Zwei Tage spiter wurden
wir getrennt. Der eine meiner Leidensgefihrten
hatte in einem hochgelegenen Bergdorfchen die
Tage seiner Gefangenschaft zu verbringen und
wurde lange vor uns, nach sechs Monaten, auf
Grund eines Tosegeldes von einigen tausend
Franken frei. Die Riiuber hatten versprochen,
uns alle frei zu geben, brachen dann aber ihr
Wort und hielten uns zwei andern fest.

“Vom Tage der Trennung ab began nun fiir
meinen Freund und mich ein Leben der Romantik

und Abenteuerlichkeit, wie nur eine blithende
Phantasie es sich ausdenken kann. Ein paar
Wochen oder ein bis zwei Monate ruhigeren

Daseins lagen wie Oasen darin. Die meiste Zeit
verbrachten wir mit unsern drei Wiichtern in der

Einsamkeit enger Bergschluchten oder wild-
romantischer Hochtiiler, in drmlichsten Schilf-

und  Strohhiitten, die nach Bedarf irgendwo,
moglichst versteckt angelegt wurden. Bei unserer

Gefangennahme  hatte das  Herrschaftsgebiet
dieser kommunistischen Rituberregierung einen
betriichtlichen  Umfang. Jine ganze Anzahl

kleinerer und grosserer Mirkte gehorte dazu.
Unsere Gefangennahme hatte zur Folge, dass die
Regierung aufs energischste gegen diese Rebellen
vorging. ach wenigen Wochen merkten wir,
wie sehr sie bedringt sein mussten, denn auch
in den obersten Gebirgstiilern waren sie vor den
Streifziigen  der  Soldaten nicht mehr sicher.
Leute der voten Miliz hatten uns bisher bewacht.
Nun wurden sie durch regulire rote Soldaten,
die mit Mauserpistolén bewaffnet waren, abgelost.

Die Regierungstruppen mussten uns auch auf
die Spur gekommen sein. Wir waren gerade in
einem Versteck, wie es cin wilderes, unzuging-
licheres um mehr geben konnte. TIn tiefer
Nacht waren wir an einem hochgelegenen Gehoft
vorbeigetiihrt  worden und in einer schwer
zugiinglichen tiefen Telsklinge, nahe an einem
turmhohen Wasserfall, war fiir uns eine Stroh-
hiitte erstellt worden. Kaum ein Sonnenstrahl
drang in unser Versteck, und der Wasserstaul
sprithte bis in unsere Hiitte.  Wir waren erst
wenige Tage dort, als eines Morgens Minner,
Frauen und Kinder lautlos den Hang herunter-
geklettert kamen und tiefer unten in der Kluft
im Gebiisch verschwanden. Eine grosse Auf-

regung und Angst bemiichtigte sich unserer
Wiichter. Es musste wohl so sein, dass ich

gerade mit hohem TFieber, jedenfalls an einer
schweren Angina, so elend auf dem Schragen lag,
dass ich mich nicht rithren mochte, ich weiss
sonst nicht, was damals geschehen wiire. Weder
entes Zureden noch Drohungen vermochten mich
ziim  Aufstehen zu bringen, nnd so musste sich

der eine Wichter allein mit meinem Freund
tiefer unten in der Schlucht verstecken, withrewd
der andere in sster Unruhe mit mir zuriick-
blieb. Im nichsten Augenblick schon krachten,
nur wenige hundert Meter iiber uns, mehrerve
Gewelrschiisse.  Kinige Zeit spiiter horten wir
dann auch mit aller Deutlichkeit das Signal zur
Sammlung. Unsere Hoffnung, die Soldaten
mochten unser Versteck aufstobern, erwies sich
als eitel. Diese Moglichkeit bedeutete fiir uns
rohl die grosste Gefahr des Lebens, denn unsere
che hatte den Befehl, uns nicht lebend in die
dnde der Soldaten fallen zu lassen, aber das
kitmmerte mich nicht so sehr, da ich Gott auch
ein Wunder zutraute.

Dieser plotzliche Ueberfall war nur der
Anfang einer sehr miihseligen und gefahrvollen
Zeit tiir uns und unsere Wichter. [n diesem
Versteck Konnten wir nicht Linger bleiben. Wir
mussten wandern, Durch das Fieber war ich
aber sehr geschwiicht und elend, dass ich mich
oft kaum auf den Beinen zu halten vermochte.
Kaum waren wir an einem andern Orte angekom-
men, so erscholl auch schon wieder der Alarmruf :
“ Die Gegner kommen! Die Gegner kommen !”’
Unbarmherzig wurde ich dann zu grisster Eile
angetrieben {iber steile hohe Bergpisse. Ein
freundlicher alter Onkel, der uns mit andern
Fliichtlingen eine_ Zeitlang beherbergen musste,
gab mir von seinem kostbaven Honig als Medizin
fiir - meinem Hals und beschenkte mich mit
Gemiise, dass ich wieder etwas feste Speise zn
essen vermochte.  Der Eifer der Soldaten, das
Gebirge nach uns zu dnrchsuchen, flaute begreif-
licherkeise mit der Zeit wieder ab, und wir be-

! kamen etwas ruhigere Tage.
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