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February 4th, 1939.

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS TO THE LONDON

GROUP OF THE NOUVELLE SOCIETE

HELVETIQUE.
At the Annual General Meeting, 27th Jan., 1939.

A. F. SUTER

Président.

Nouvelle Société

Helvétique.

(London Group).

It is once again my privilege to deliver to
you the report of the Group's activity during the
year we have just passed. If in former years we
have experienced political crises which have,
directly or indirectly, affected our organisation
and progress, this last year appears to have con-
sisted of one single and continuous crisis of such
magnitude as we have not seen since 1914. And,
I think, as in 1914, our anxieties regarding the
peace of Europe have again brought us closer
together. " Einigkeit macht stark " is as true
to-day as in the heyday of Swiss military power.
These anxieties have therefore been directly
responsible for an increased membership, greater
obligations, but also a keener appreciation of the
services we can and do render to our colony.

In the course of 1938 we have held nine
monthly meetings, the Annual General meeting
in January, alternatively at Swiss House, our
registered address and at the Foyer Suisse, where
each meeting is usually preceded by a simple and
homely supper. I have noticed with pleasure
that the Foyer meetings always attract a larger
number of ladies, who sooner or later are eager
to join as members.

While I shall speak of the administrative
activity of these meetings later, 1 would now
•record briefly and chronologically the causeries
and addresses we were privileged to hear on these
occasions :—

February 18th, at Swiss House. Dr. II.
Egli spoke to us on " The return of Switzerland
to" complete Neutrality," an exposé of topical
events in politics full of instruction and interest.

March 18tli, at the Foyer. Pasteur Hahn
entertained us with a subject of keen enjoyment
" Allemanisch, die Rettung der Eidgenössischen
Seele " which evoked an animated, almost heated,
discussion among the large audience attending
the meeting.

April 22nd, at Swiss House. In the absence
of the President the Secretary, Mr. Campart,
directed the meeting, at which only administra-
five matters were brought forward.

May 20th, at the Foyer. A lecture by our
journalist-member, Mr. Gottfried Keller, on
" The political situation in Europe " attracted
one of our largest audiences and was keenly ap-
predated and debated.

June 24th, at Swiss House. Mr. A. Tall, of
the Swiss Federal Railways, himself an ardent
mountain climber, held the audience spellbound
with his description of dangerous and famous
climbing feats in the Alps. The lecture was en-
titled :— " Swiss Alpine Guides and Mountain-
eering."

The first meeting after the summer holidays
was held on September 23th, at the Foyer, and
brought together the largest audience of the year
(40). Mr. Hanns Vischel', of the British Colonial
•Office, who has since joined the Group as mem-
ber, spoke on " The Swiss and the Empire."
This was a most admirable lecture which made
us feel very proud of our new member.

October 21st, at Swiss House. Mr. F. E. L.
Ferraris gave us an historical and technical
account of the " Swiss Watch Industry," demon-
strating practically the testing of modern watches
and giving us a great deal of valuable informa-
tion on one of our chief national industries. This
lecture was followed by a film depicting the Lon-
don Swiss Sunday School childrens' holiday
camp in Switzerland under the care of Mr. W.
Fischer.

November 18th, at the Foyer. Dr. Albert
Bettex, Lector in German at Cambridge Univer-
sity, paid us a visit to deliver his lecture " Con-
temporary literature in Allemanic Switzerland."

These monthly meetings have well fulfilled
their purpose : all the lectures have been of a very
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high order of merit, while some of them were
experiences not easily forgotten, treasures of
great and lasting value.

Of the other functions during the year which
were held under the guidance of our Group, the
February Film-show was the last to be held at
King George's Hall. The constantly growing
audience and the desire to produce sound films
made it advisable to take a bigger hall for these
performances. The November show was conse-
quently held at the Kingsway Hall with the grati-
fying result of bringing together an audience of
about 1,700 Swiss with their friends. This first
performance of the enlarged venture was by no
means perfect, but has none the less been greatly
appreciated by the colony.

We again co-operated with the Swiss
Orchestra, in a concert at Conway Hall, where
also a very successful lecture by Major Paul de
Vallière " Comment la Suisse est née, et le secret
de sa nationalité " has been arranged by us. At
the Fête Suisse in June we were able to contri-
bute considerably to the success of the fête by
the provision, through the kindness of the S.S.E.,
of the two chief artists, Mr. de Ribeaupierre and
Mile. Lavanchi, the famous Swiss violinists ; by
the provision of Gentians from the Bernese Ober-
land and by the active part we have taken in the
organisation. We also took part at the Sports
Suisse, successfully revived in new and more
genial surroundings.

The administration of the affairs of the
London Group is steadily becoming more
onerous ; the work entailed bv the execution of
the various services is such that, if I were not so
ably and willingly seconded by Mrs. Clara Muller,
to whom our sincere thank are due, we would
probably have to employ a paid assistant. We
have imported and distributed 1,000 Swiss
Calendars this year; Christmas cards were sent
again to every other Group of the N.S.H. abroad
and these greetings were reciprocated by a large
number of them. This contact is valuable and
should be cultivated to a much larger extent.

The accounts for the year will be discussed
and passed elsewhere. The membership has risen
from 134 to 145 inspite of a considerable loss by
death and repatriation. I am particularly
pleased that we have just lately been able to re-
emit a number of ladies who have for some years
past taken a keen interest in our proceedings and
have now fortunately decided to also have a voice
in the matter. We extend our hearty welcome to
them.

As your President I now take particular
pleasure in expressing the thanks of the Group
to all those who have in the course of the year
assisted us actively in one way or another. Our
Minister and the Staff of the Swiss Legation have
at all times shown us their appreciation and are
always ready to give us assistance ; our sister
societies in London have gladly and willingly co-
operated with us in various matters ; the Editor
of the Swiss Observer, genial Mr. Stauffer, never
refuses to grant us space in his paper whenever
required ; the management of the Foyer Suisse
has made us welcome and fed us well at our meet-
ings there, and the Swiss Mercantile Society are
still the best landlord we can think of. The
Swiss colony in London at large is not unmindful
of the services we render them. Our special
thanks are due to the various lecturers who have
eni'ifhed the value of our activity, to Mr. William
Jenny, who has so kindly provided all the films
for the November show free of charge, and again
to Mrs. Clara Muller, the " indispensable."

With the Secrétariat in Berne — an institu-
tion which is constantly growing larger and more
effective — we stand in the most intimate rela-
tionsliip. We cannot sufficiently express our
thanks here for their constant desire to fulfil
every one of our wishes ; but I will repeat what I
have said last year that they look upon us as one
of the earliest and a model Group and that they
expect performance accordingly.

In order to express better my own apprécia-
tion of the Auslandschweizerwerk, I would quote
the article from the pen of our old friend Dr. A.
Liitt, the President of the Auslandschweizer
Kommission, which appears in the January issue
of the Echo Suisse " Ein Jahr der Hoffnung
— ein Jahr der Erfüllung." The magnificent
tribute of our homeland to her compatriots
abroad, expressed in the munificence of the Frs.
680,000 collected on the First of August last year
in favour of the Auslandscliweizerwerk, is our
incentive to greater effort, greater service and
greater loyalty, in the same measure as it will
bring greater comfort and solace, spiritually and
bodily, to thousands of our compatriots who have
suffered from war, disaster and mischances
abroad.

Dr. Liitt says at the conclusion of his
article " Möge uns der Friede bewahrt
bleiben, da,ss wir alles schaffen können wie wir es
haben möchten. Das ist schliesslich der heisseste
Wunsch — der alle andern enthält und erfüllt —
Friede. Gott schütze die Schweiz."
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CITY SWISS CLUB.

In our last week's issue we announced that
the Secretary would not be satisfied until such
time as he had an average attendance of a hun-
dred members at the monthly meetings.

We gather from Mr. Bingguely that lie has
now planned' a really attractive surprise which
will no doubt help the February meeting to beat
all previous records in attendance.

Our highv esteemed Minister, M. Paravicini,
has kindly consented to be present.

Our well-known compatriot, M. Robert de
Traz who gave such a treat to many of our com-
patriots on Tuesday, will also be a guest of
honour.

Monsieur Säuret. Directeur de l'Institut
Français, lias also been invited to attend the
meeting.

The Swiss Orchestral Society under the
leadership of our ' sympathique friend ' Mr. Dick
has kindly agreed to come and delight us with a
concert of light music during the evening.

The Swiss Accordion Club under the leader-
ship of our enthusiastic friend Gandon will
complete that touch of Swiss harmony which is
one of the features of the Swiss colony.

Never before has the monthly meeting
promised to be so attractive and interesting, and
thanks to all those compatriots who have
promised to co-operate, we can look forward to
a really wonderful evening.

If time permits it is hoped that one or two
Swiss songs may be sung by the assembly so that
the meeting may be turned into a typically Swiss
evening.

A large number of members have promised to
attend, and the Committee would strongly urge
everybody to reserve their seat in due time so that
they shall not have the same difficulty as was
experienced in connection with the January
meeting as far as seating accommodation is
concerned.

May I now let you into a little secret?
Pagani's are preparing a real menu de Luxe
Every member will therefore appreciate that it
would lie helpful to them to know whether they
are sale in preparing for a, hundred guests

All good compatriots will no doubt wish to
come along and brmc/ u.s- »mwi/ us possible
to give full encouragement to the Committee and
to treat themselves to a first-class entertainment.

UNIONE TICINESE.

Malgrado che l'avviso di convocazione pro-
mettesse una seduta interessante, dato che le
tratta,nde elencate oltre ad essere insolitamente
numei'ose rispeceliiavano il uuovo indirizzo crd-
finale e patriottico che il Sodalizio si è dato,
soltanto un numéro inodesto di soci è intervenuto
Domenica, 22 gennaio a.c. alla prima Assemblea
Generale Ordinaria di quest'anno del F f/m'o a e
TVcbiç.s'c — Sezione Autonoma délia Pro î'/cino
— alla Sede Sociale.

Dopo la lettura e l'approvazione del verbale
délia precedente Assemblea Generale, il Presi-
dente, Socio Ginseppe Eusebio, svolge tre pro-
poste che la Direzione era stata incaricata, l'anno
scorso di presentare. La prima venne addottata
aU'unanimità ; l'aggiunta all'art. VII dello
statuto sociale per permettere l'assunzione di
soci eontribuenti. Le altre due proposte, come
fece rilevare il socio benemerito, Sig. Oscar
Gambazzi, metteranno alla prova il coraggio délia
Direzione, dato che si tratta di due iniziative
affatto nuove alla eni " realizza zione le condizioni
attuali délia colonia non sono per nulla îavo-
revoli. Si tratta dell'introduzione di un esame a
concorso in lingua italiana, per il quale il
Comitate Centrale délia Pro Ticino ha offerto di
stanziare dei prend. Con questo mezzo la Società
spera di incoraggiare lo studio délia nostra
lingua specialmente fra i figli di ticinesi che non
hanno avuto la fortuna di reearsi in Patria. Alio
stesso scopo gioverà l'altra iniziativa ; la fonda-
zione di una Sezione femminile. Viene cosi
colmato un vuoto nella vita délia Colonia che
esisteva ormai da anni. Alla creazione di taie
Sezione, che si reggerà indipendentemente délia
controparte niaschile collaborera la Signora
Teresa Lunghi-Rezzonico, sempre pronta a dare
il suo valido appoggio ad opera patriottica.

Eccellente, sia per stile che per il suo con-
tenuto, il rapport*) délia Commissione per la
Revisione dei Conti e Gestione dello scorso anno,
letto dal Sig. Gambazzi. Dopo aver rilevato la
saldezza, delle finanze sociali, il rapporto passa
a elogiare il lavoro svolto dalla Direzione ed
anche a biasimare quei soci che ancora sono in
arretrato col pagamento delle quote annuali, e

biasima, pure quelli che lasciano a desiderare
nell'adempimento di altri doveri sociali : il tutto
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improiLtato ad una rigida quanto benevole im-
parzialità. Dietro proposta del Présidente si
decide la stampa e la diramazione di taie rapporte
a tutti i soci.

Il Segretario, Socio Pietro De Maria, a sua,

volta legge uninteressante rassegna di tutto il
lavoro svolto dalla, Direzione durante lo scorso
anno : la costituzione délia Società a Sezione
autonoma délia Pro Ticino, la reintroduzione
délia testa del 1. mo agosto, l'ottima riuseita
délia Festa animale, dovuta quasi esclusivamente
all'opera del nostro maggior benefattore, il Sig.
Arturo MescMni, Vice Présidente Onorario.

Sotto la direzione délia mano esperta del
Socio O. Gambazzi, nominato présidente ad

interim, si passa alla nomina, délia Direzione per
l'anno 1939, che risulta cosi composta :

Présidente :

Vice-Presidente
Segretario :

Cassiere :

Vice-Segretario :

Esattore :

Membri :

Giuseppe Eusebio.
Oesare Ferrari.
Pietro De Maria.
Carlo Berti.
Bruno Veglio.
Arrigo Moresi.

Elvezio Albertolli, Luigi
Biucchi, Ernesto Ferriroli,
Giaeomo Milli e Plinio
Morosi.

Esaurite alcune trattande di secondaria im-
portanza, fra oui degna di rilievo è la donazione
di Fr.100.— per il tempio dei premi délia Festa
Federale di Tiro, l'Assemblea che riusci fra una
delle pift interessanti, vien dichiarata chiusa.

run da M«».

CONFERENCE ROBERT DE TRAZ.
Hyde Park Hotel.

The lecture given by M. Robert de Traz.
ander the auspices of the French Institute, took
place on Tuesday under the honorary presidency
of our Minister, M. Paravicini. The French Am-
bassador, M. Corbin, Councillors and staffs of
both the French Embassy and the Swiss Lega-
tion, as well as a brilliant assembly of distin-
2,'uished guests including an imposing number of
our compatriots attended this most successful
function.

A report of M. de Traz's most interesting
lecture will appear next week.

Our congratulations go to M. de Traz, and
our liest thanks to the French Institute for their
great courtesy and kindness in inviting our com
patriots to such an intellectual treat.

A ENDELL STREET.

L'Eglise Suisse aura, le privilège d'accueillir
dimanche prochain 5 février un distingué com-

patriote. M. le missionnaire P. J. Burger, qui
travaille depuis 1927 au Zambèze, au service de

la Société des Missions Evangéliques de Paris,
présidera en effet le culte du matin à llh.

Nous espérons que de nombreux compatriotes
se retrouveront à Eudell Street pour entendre M.
Burger nous parler de la, puissance de l'Evangile
au Zambèze.

Ajoutons que M. Burger donnera une con-
féreuce avec projections lumineuses au Foyer
Suisse, jeudi 9 février, à S p.m. Cette conférence
est publique, et chacun y sera le bienvenu.

PERSONAL

We extend our deep sympathy to M. Paul
Hilfiker, Vice-Consul, his brother, M. Rudolf
Bilflker having died in Berne at the age of 16.

2 cm GROESSER ALS DER KOENIG.
Eine Anekdote aus der Grenzbesetzungszeit.

Im Herbst 1918 hielt am Umbrail und im
Münstertal die 1. Kompanie des bündnerischen
Gebirgsbatai lions 91 die Grenzwache. Die Kom-
panie bestand aus deutschsprechenden Rhein-
waldnern, aus italienischsprechenden Misoxern
und aus romanischsprechenden Schamsern.

In jenen Tagen erlebten wir die Räumung
der Ortlerfront, die sich an unsere Grenze lehnte.
Von 1915 bis zum November 1918 hatten die
tapferen Tiroler und Ungarn gegen alle Anstürme
der Italiener und der Naturgewalten diese Front
gehalten. Nun mussten sie ihre Bergstellungen
räumen und den Italienern überlassen. Nachdem
die Italiener den Vintschgau besetzt hatten,
erschienen sie auch an der Grenze zwischen
Täufers und Münster. Statt der gemütlichen
österreichischen Finanzer standen uns nun die
lebhaften Carabinieri, Alpini und Finanzieri
gegenüber.

Da begab es sich, dass eines Tages, es mochte
Anfang Dezember 1918 sein, ein italienischer

General mit seinem Stabe in mehreren Autos an
der Grenze erschien. Gerade war ein kleiner
Misoxersoldat auf Wache an der Grenze. Oer
hohe italienische Offizier näherte sich dem
Soldaten und sprach ihn in deutscher Sprache an.
In strammer Stellung antwortete ihm der
IV/91er und rief ihm gleichzeitig lant und klar
in italienischer Sprache zu: "Halt! Hier ist
Schweizer Boden !" Etwas betroffen fragte ihn
hierauf der General : " Ja, sprechen denn die
Schweizer Soldaten alle italienisch?" Prompt
gab ihm der Misoxer zur Antwort : " Ja,, Herr
Oberst, nicht nur italienisch, auch deutsch und
französisch." Durch diese Antwort etwas
herausgefordert, sagte der General : " So, so, das
ist ja schön, aber Sie sind ein gar kleiner Soldat,
hat denn die Schweiz alles so kleine Soldaten, wie
Sie einer sind?" " O nein," antwortete der
Misoxer, " ich bin einer der Kleinsten, aber
immerhin noch 2 Zentimeter grösser als euer
König, Herr Oberst!" Gelächter bei den
Umstehenden ; der General brach offensichtlich
unbefriedigt als der Geschlagen das Gespräch ab,
stieg in seinen Wagen und fuhr, gefolgt, von den
andern Offizieren, Richtung Taufers und der
Oalven zu.

Der schlagfertige Misoxer war natürlich der
Held des Tages, und diese humorvolle Grenz-
episode blieb noch lange unvergessen.

H.B.

:: CITY SWISS CLUB. II

t: Please reserve îj

I SATURDAY. MARCH 11th, 1939, |
H fat zp.mj «

Î for the ÎÎ

II DINNER AND DANCE «

:: " the y
Ii MAYFAIR HOTEL, Berkeley Spare, W.I. ||

CITY SWISS CLUB.
Messieurs les membres sont avisés que

L'ASSEMBLEE MENSUELLE
aura lieu Mardi 7 Février au Restaurant PAGANI,
42, Great Portland Street, W.l. et sera précédée
d'un souper à 7h. 15 précises (prix 5/-).

ORDRE DU JOUR:

Prooès-verbal.

Admissions.

Démissions.

Divers.

Pour faciliter les arrangements, les participants
sont priés de bien vouloir s'inscrire au plus tôt
auprès de Monsieur P. F. Boehringer, 23, Leonard
Street, E.C.2. (Téléphone: Cïerkenwell 2321/2).

Le Comité.

Af/SCELLAAFOLS AD FERL/SLAfEATS

THOROUGHLY efficient shorthand-typist in
German and English wanted for permanent post
in London Office. Write Box No. 1, c/o Swiss
Observer, 23, Leonard Street, E.C.2.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS.

Tuesday, February 7th — City Swiss Club —
Monthly Meeting (preceded by Dinner at 7

p.m. sharp) followed by a Swiss musical
evening, at Pagani's Restaurant, Great Port-
land Street, W.

Wednesday, February 8th, at 8.30 p.m. — Swiss
Choral Society — General Meeting — at
Swiss House, 34, Fitzroy Square, W.

Wednesday, February 15th, at 8 o'clock — Swiss
Mercantile Society — Annual General Meet-
ing — at " Swiss House," 34/35, Fitzroy
Square, W.

Wednesday, February 22nd — Unione Tieinese
— Annual Banquet and Ball, at Pagani's
Restaurant, Great Portland Street, W.

Saturday, February 25th — Nouvelle Société
Helvétique — Film Show — at Kingsway
Hall.

Saturday, March 11th, at 7 o'clock — City Swiss
Club — Cinderella Dance — at the Mayfair
Hotel, Berkeley Square, W.l.

Wednesday, March 29tli, at 8.15 p.m. Concert
given by Swiss Orchestra and Swiss
Accordion Club, .Todels by Frau Aus-der-Au,
specially engaged from Switzerland, at Queen
Mary Hall, Great Russell Street, W.C.I (One
minute Tottenham Court Road Tube Station)

SWISS BANK CORPORATION,
(.4 C«mpant/ Zimtted &t/ -STiar« Incorporated in «Switzerland)

99, GRESHAM STREET, E.C.2.
and 11c, REGENT STREET, S.W. 1.

Capital Paid up s.f. 160,000,000
Reserves - - s.f. 32,000,000
Deposits - - s.f. 1,280,000,000

All Descriptions of Banking and
Foreign Exchange Business Transacted

: : Correspondents in a// : :

: : parts o/ fAe Wor/rf. : :

Telephone :

MUSeum 2982
Te'egrams :

Foysuisse London

FOYER SUISSE
12 BEDFORD WAY,

RUSSELL SQUARE,
LONDON, W.C.I

Quiet position [in centre of London.
Central heating and hot & cold water

throughout.
Continental cooking.

Management :

SCHWEIZER VERBAND VOLKSDIENST.

2>ivine Services.

EGLISE SUISSE (1762).
(Langue française)

79, Endel! Street, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.C.2

(Near New Oxford Streeti.

Dimanche 5 février, 1939 :

llh. Culte présidé par M. le Missionnaire
P. J. Burger, du Zambèze. Service de
Ste-Cène.

llh. Ecole du dimanche.

6h.30 Culte et Cène. M. M. Pradervand.

Jeudi 9 février, à 8 p.m., au Foyer Suisse, 15

Bedford Way, W.C.l, Conférence avec pro-
jections, par M. le Missionnaire P. J. Burger.

UBVFZ VOJ/RPFFA".

Pour l'instruction religieuse et les acte»
pastoraux, prière de s'adresser au pasteur,
M. M. Pradervand, 65, Mount View Road,
N.4. (Téléphone Mountview 5003) Heure de

réception à l'église le mercredi de ll-12h,30.

SCHWEIZERKIRCHE
(Deutschsprachige Gemeinde).

St. Anne's Church, 9, Gresham Street, E.C.2.

(near General Post Office.)

Sonntag, den 5. Februar :

11 Uhr morgens, Gottesdienst, Pfr. E. Bommeli

7 Uhr abends, Gottesdienst, Pfr. E. Bommeli.

Dienstag, den 7. Februar :

2 Uhr 30 nachmittags Nähverein im Foyer
Suisse, 15, Bedford Way, W.C.l.

Mittwoch Nachmittag : Schwyzercliränzli vou
2.30 an, 15, Bedford Way (Zwanglose Zusam-
menkunft der jungen Schweizerinnen im
Foyer Suisse, wozu alle Schweizerinnen
freundlich eingeladen sind).

Jeden Donnerstag abend 7 Uhr Versammlung
Christlicher Verein junger Männer, 28-29,
Bedford Place. W. Jedermann ist freund-
lieh eingeladen.

Sprechstunden des Gemeindepfarrer's :

Jeden Dienstag von 12-2 Uhr in der Kirche.
Jeden Mittwoch von 5-6 Uhr im Foyer Suisse,

15, Bedford Way, W.C.l.

Printed and Published by The Frederick Printing Co., Ltd.,
at 23, Leonard Street, London, E.C.2.
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