Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1939)
Heft: 944
Rubrik: Letter Box

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 29.11.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

DiceMBER 23rD, 1939.

THE SWISS OBSERVER. 2803

resource stch as is needed to cope with the material
and moral pressure of hard times like these. What
better or more useful could anyone wish for?

““ TPor deep down in the heart of every Swiss lies
the conviction that, whatever he may do or not do,
he must always think of his country, which — when
all is said and done is the most precious posses-
sion of each of us and, should the world come to
grief, his sacred and imperishable hope.

¢ 1 thank you.”

On resuming his seat, Mounsieur Paravicini wit-
nessed a second edition of congenial applause, and
led by the vivacious Chairman the entire company
sang ** For he is a jolly good fellow " and many were
the glasses emptied for his and Mme. Paravicini’s
future welfare.

After the toastmaster had made frantic efforts to
make himself heard he at last succeeded in announcing
the last speaker, in the person of Colonel Anton Bon,
to whom the presentation, on behalf of the Colony,
was entrusted.

One could have almost heard a pin drop, as the
company which a few minutes previously had tried to
shout itself hoarse became suddenly quiet, and when
Colonel Bon announced that the present which the
Colony had made to its departing Minister was a motor
car, a sigh of reliel broke from everyone, as the specu-
lation as to the nature of the gift had been intense.

Owing to the fact that Messrs. Monico were unable
to make the necessary structural alterations in time
to have the motor car brought up to the Banqueting
hall, Colonel Bon presented the Minister with the
plaque bearing the following inscription :

Presented to
The Swiss Minister
Monstewr ('. R. Paravicini
by the
Swiss Colony in Great Britain
as a token of affection and gratitude
1920-1939.

Curiosity has always been a weak spot of human
nature, and no sooner had the announcement been
made than some of the Ladies wanted to know what
kind of a car it would be (God bless them), well all
I can say is, it won’t be a ** Baby Austin ”’ nor will
it be a “ Rolls Royee ' and therefore they must keep
on guessing, at least for the time being.

Colonel Bon in a very witty speech said that if
ever the Minister takes his car over the lofty heights
of our Swiss mountain passes, the mist which he will
no doubt encounter, will remind him of the ** good old
London fog * or if he should venture to some of the
Swiss Race Courses, pleasant memories will come baclk
to him of his visits to Epsom, Ascot and Goodwood.

The speaker then, amidst great applause, finished
with a few words in ““ Schweizerdiitsch > which were
greatly appreciated and duly acknowledged.

And so ended a most enjoyable evening, my good
old friend, the Chairman, thanked everybody for
having attended this festive gathering, not without
making in his final words a delightful slip of the
tongue, he asked all and sundry to ¢ keep their seats

and stand up whilst the guests of honour are leaving
the room.”

I tried hard to follow his instructions but never
having been an acrobat it was a devil of a job, and T

am still suffering from the frantic attempts which I
made to carry out his orders.

A word of thanks for the splendid arrangements
which were made should be given to the members of
the organising committee who had worked very hard
so that no hiteh should occur, they succeeded splen-
didly.

In a very few days our Minister and Madame
Paravicini will leave these hospitable shores, where
they have made so many friends, and where they leave
behind a still larger circle of friends, a land where,
to judge from their own admission, they have spent
many happy years, and if the parting will be hard for
them, it will be shared by all their compatriots in this
realm.

You, Monsieur le Ministre, have been loyal to us
and to your task, we on our part have reciprocated
in the same spirit, without loyalty there can be no
lasting friendships, and it is for this reason that we
part the best of friends. We will not say good-bye
but “ au revoir,”” and once again ‘* thank you.”

ST.

LETTER BOX.

J. M. B. and others. — All requests for extra copies of the S.O.
must be accompanied by a remittance at the rate of 3d. for
current issues. The souvenirs of Menu Programmes can be
obtained from the organising secretary, Mr. Henry Bingguely,
1874, Tottenham Court Road, W.1; they are being reprinted.
[t should be noted that these souvenirs cannot be posted
abroad unless under licence by the printers and only direct
from the printing works, i.c., no such posting is permissible
when the souvenirs have left the printing works.

THE MYLLET

WESTERN AVENUE, (opposite Hoover)
PERIVALE, Mipbpx.

A. RHYN A. WIDMER (Prop.) Th. KUMMER
(Genevois) (Swiss) (Swiss)

O

BOXING DAY

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26th /
GALA DINNER, CABARET & BALL
MIDNIGHT SURPRISE

NEW YEAR'SEVE 17/6

REAL CONTINENTAL
ST. SYLVESTER CELEBRATION.

A Challenge to the West-End
DINNER, CABARET & BALL
PRESENTATION TO THE LADIES

Please Book Early. Phone: PERIVALE 2427.
JESSE WATSON'S VERSATILE BAND.
AT 1 am. SOUPE A L'OIGNON.
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