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Wheat, flour, macaroni, and similar products,
fats and oils, methylated spirit and alcohol cannot be

sold in the shops; coffee, sugar, coal, petrol, and oil
can be had only in small quantities pending the issue

of ration cards. Motorists are so far allowed 13 gal-
Ions of petrol a month and motor traffic is now pro-
hibited on Sundays except for military use, public
transport, and medical services.

This does not mean that a dearth of these products
is threatened. Stocks in the country are sufficient for
at least IS months, but the Government wisely decided
to prevent hoarding, such as flourished in 1914 and
resulted in an increase of prices and in destruction
of products badly stored by Individuals. These
measures are also intended to accustom the popula-
tion to reduce to the lowest possible level the consump-
tiou of food and fuel, and thus avoid the error made at
the beginning of the last War, when the people con-
tinned to live as usual until, after 1915, there was a
real dearth consequent on the stoppage of imports.

Each family lias been instructed to store certain
foodstuff's so as to be nble to live for three months
without making new purchases, and that order has
been generally followed. This will enable the Govern-
ment to organize a general rationing scheme within
the next two months and to issue the ration cards.

" 27ie Times " 21/9/39.

CORRESPONDENCE.
(/a ewcoMrapmry and pabiisTi/mgr correspondence on

an«/ matter o/ interest to oar readers wie khs7« to stress
tftnf >re do not rrrrvm.'•.vWtt'I'P to /7;r
expressed therein. Ed. S.O.)

55, Firsby Avenue,
Shirley — Croydon,

25th September, 1939.
The Editor,

THE SWISS OBSERVER,
-—-"-"""23, Leonard Street,

E.C.2,
SWISS NEUTRALITY.

Sir,
In-reply to Mr. Tosio's letter I will readily admit

that on purely theoretical grounds the attitude of
Switzerland deserves full marks.

As I pointed out before, I am fully aware that
Switzerland's neutrality is a matter of international
agreement which should not lightly be violated, least
of all by Switzerland herself. Her neutrality, how-
ever, dates back to the time when agreements carried

—sniûû.:~weig-ht. whereas in ..these days of international
gangsterdom such agreements are apt to go by the
board, and to judge by the huge expenditure of money
that the Swiss Government felt justified in incurring
for military purposes, it appears that our Government
doeîrsaot place too much confidence in this guaranteed
neutrality being respected by all parties.

1 will say that what I hold of Switzerland also
applies to other neutral countries, and chiefly to those
in the immediate path of German ambition, but Swit-
zerland's attitude is particularly disappointing to me
because the Swiss never tire of praising their freedom
and independence in song and speech, and I, for one,
would have expected them to be eager to assist in the
maintenance of these blessings, instead of which I find

that their immediate immunity from war is much
dearer to them.

Mr. Tosio says that Switzerland did not ask the
Western Bowers to fight German aggression, but when
Czechoslovakia was sacrificed on the altar of peace,
there was in Switzerland, as elsewhere, an outci*y of
disappointment that the Western Democracies should
have abandoned Czechoslovakia to her fate. I gather
from this that the neutral nations are all in favour of,
and indeed expect, Great Britain and France to do the
dirty work, while they themselves look on.

Mr. Tosio " believes " that Great Britain and
France are fighting for a principle, and I admire his
caution. Ile lets himself go to the extent of stating
that Swiss public opinion may approve of that prin-
ciple. Now, if it is good enough for those two coun-
tries to fight for a principle, it should be equally good
enough for all nations that value this principle. If,
after all, the two Western Democracies were animated
by the same considerations of selfish expediency, as
is the case with the neutral countries, they could hold
out against Germany long after these neutral countries
had disappeared as separate entities.

If logic is to he the guiding star, and if logic
demands that Switzerland should wait for an attack,
then it is grossly illogical of Great Britian and France
to fight until their turn comes in the German scheme
of world domination.

As to Mr. Tosio's contention that my forebodings
for Switzerland's future in the event of a German vie-
tory are hypothetical, and a presumption, I would
point out to him that " circumstantial evidence,"
although not looked upon with favour, is nevertheless
.uc.ciisiinmjly admitted im.a. Court oLLaw^and the cir-
ciimstantial evidence accumulated over the last few
years should have convinced the most stubborn sceptic.

Yours faithfully,
J. FÄF7.

SWISS MERCANTILE SOCIETY.

The Monthly Meeting of the Society was held at
Swiss House on Saturday, September 23rd. Mr. J. J.
Boos, President, was in the Chair and about thirty
members were present. The Chairman in opening the
proceedings referred to the exceptional circumstances
under which the Societj" was meeting and expressed
his gratitude that so many members made it convenient
to attend. He explained that the Meeting had been
convened for a Saturday afternoon as meetings during
evenings were to be deprecated owing to black-out
restrictions and difficulties of travelling. Little was
it thought, the Chairman pointed out, when last the
Society met in June, that the war clouds which had
already then gathered over Europe, would break loose
into a storm, the end of which no one could foresee.
The Chairman expressed the fervent hope that our
country may he spared the ravages wrought by the un-
leashed elements and that the day may not be too
distant when we could all return to our normal lives
and occupations.

The Chairman then made a survey of recent events.
He said that towards the end of August, when the ten-
sion was increasing daily, lady students were strongly
urged on the advice of the Swiss Legation to return to
Switzerland immediately and party arrangements were
subsequently made for about 50 students who left Lon-
don on Sunday, August 27th and had a safe journey
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to Switzerland. When hostilities eventually broke
out the Council was summoned for an emergency meet-
ing on Saturday, September 2nd, to decide on such
measures as were deemed most expedient. It was
resolved to put Swiss House at the disposal of the
Legation for Swiss activities and mobilisation pur-
poses. As already reported in the columns of this
paper, mobilising took place at Swiss House on Friday
and Saturday, September 15th and 16tli. The Chair-
man conveyed to the Meeting the thanks of the Swiss
Legation for the facilities offered them at Swiss House.
In the first contingent were Mr. W. Meier, Chairman
of the Education Committee and Vice-Chairman of the
Council, Mr. M. Schneider, Hon. Secretary, and Mr.
R. Senn, Hon. Asst. Secretary, as well as a large
number of members of the S.M.S. and students of the
College, who answered the call to the colours. This
depleted not only the Committees but also the attend-
ance at the College which had then shrunk to about
ten per cent, of the August figure. The College is being
kept open for the remainning students who are await-
ing travelling facilities to Switzerland, to continue
their studies. It was also decided to consider ways
and means of trying to make arrangements for other
nationals to avail themselves of the educational facili-
ties offered at Swiss House, with a view to retaining
at least a nucleus of the Teaching and Office Staffs.
This would at least keep the organisation, which it
took seventeen years to build up, alive and ready for
immediate resumption of its ordinary activities once
the hostilities cease. '

The Chairman drew the Members' attention to a
notice in the " Zentralblatt " of the " S.K.V." in
which headquarters offered assistance to any members
of foreign sections who may seek their advice in
settling personal matters. The Chairman also reported
that Mr. L. W. Krucker would act on behalf of Mr. O.

Grob, Vice-President and Chairman of the House Com-
mittee, during the letter's absence on business in the
U.S.A.

The Chairman also mentioned that a statement
of the Society's finances would be given at a later
meeting.

The Meeting then decided that full powers be

vested in the President to act on behalf of the Society
in any emergency, without the necessity of consulting
the members of the various Committees. This decision
was in line with an action taken by the members of
the Council at its last meeting. The Chairman, how-

ever, made it abundantly clear that wherever possible
he would consult at least some, if not all, of the Coun-
cil and Committee members before arriving at an im-
portant decision.

The Annual Banquet and Ball arranged for Satur-
day,'October 14th, was cancelled. A meeting of the
Education Committee wa-s called for Saturday after-
noon, September 30th. It was decided that under
present conditions all meetings at Swiss House will be

held on Saturday afternoons.
Mr. A. F. Suter, President of the Nouvelle Société

Helvétique, then briefly addressed the members. He
voiced his appreciation of the work the S.M.S. had
been so successfully carrying on in the past, and
appreciated the decision of trying to carry on under
difficult circumstances. The N.S.H., he said, would
hold its meetings at Swiss House as hitherto. Before
the close of the Meeting, Mr. Boos thanked Mr. Suter
for his kind expressions.

TF.B.

SWISS BANK
kzt CVmpani/ Huiited fcp SÄar« iiicorporafed in Suii'teer/iiLi)

99, GRESHAM STREET, E.C.2.
and lie, KEGENT STREET, S.W. 1.

Capital Paid up s f. 160,000,000
Reserves - - s.f. 32.000,000
Deposits - - <f. 1.218,000,000

Ail Descriptions, of Banking and—.
Foreign Exchange Business Transacted

: : Correspondents in a// : :
: : parts of f/ie Wor/d. : :

FORTHCOMING EVENTS.

Tuesday, October 3rd, at 6 p.m. — City Swiss Club —
Monthly Meeting — at Pagani's, Great Portland
Street, W.

SHvine Services.

79,

EGLISE SUISSE (1762).
(Langue française).

Endeli Street, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.C.2.
(Near New Oxford Street.)

Dimanche 1er octobre 1939 :

lib. Culte. M. M. Pradervand.
5h. Culte au Foyer Suisse, 15 Bedford Way, W.C.I.
Ce culte remplace le culte du soir à l'église.

Pour tout ce qui concerne le ministère pastoral, prière de s'adresser
à Monsieur le pasteur Marcel Pradervand, 65, Mount View
Road, N.4. Téléphone Mountview 5003). Heure de réception
à l'église le mercredi de ll-12h.30. —

SCHWEIZERKIRCHE
Deutschsprachige Gemeinde

St. Anne's Church, 9, Gresham Street, E.C32.

(Near General Post Office, St. Paul's and AltfÊrsgate
Street Tube Stations (Central London and Metropolitan).

Sonntag, den 1 Oktober.
11 Uhr vormittags :

Gottesdienst : Pfarrer E. Bommeli.
Statt des Abendgottesdienstes nachmittags 5 Uhr Gottesdienst im

Foyer Swiss, 15, Bedford Way, zusammen mit den Welsch-
Schweizern. Jedermann freundlich eingeladen

Mittwochnachmittag : Zusammenkunft der Schweizertochter bis

7 Uhr 20. Sprechstunde von 5-6 Uhr. 15, Bedford Way.

Anfragen wegen Religions-bez. Confirmandenunterricht sind erbeten

an Pfr. E. Bommeli. Sprechstunden jeden Dienstag in der.
Kirche von 12-2 Uhr.

Printed and Published by The Frederick Printing Co., Ltd., at
t i f i. T — FI~f r 9


	Swiss Mercantile Society

