
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1939)

Heft: 930

Artikel: Pour la patrie

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-695443

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 07.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-695443
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


September 16th, 1930. THE SWISS OBSERVER. 2727

whereby Switzerland lias welded its diverse com-
puiients into a smooth-running political instrument.
For the paradoxical character of race and culture
applies also here.

Thus, the government of the country is not
centralized, as are the governments of the great States,
but proceeds from the periphery towards the centre.
Switzerland has no parliament, but many parliaments ;

it has no parliamentary system, but many such
systems.

Yet this most loosely knit of all European State
structures is in fact the most stable.

Turning now to achievement, one meets with the
same element of the unexpected, the apparently illogi-
cal.

For example, we know that England acquired
her pre-eminence in the last century by reason of her
wealth of raw materials for the creation of industrial
revolution. In Switzerland, by contrast, one has a
poor country, as all mountainous countries must be

intrinsically poor, lacking in most raw materials, and
in coal most of all

Such a land,, on the logic of its geographical facts,
one might expect: to develop only within the well-
defined and narrow limits of husbandry and the like.

But what does one find? One discovers a country
unknown entirely to the ordinary English visitor bent
on the enjoyment of climate and scenery, a country
highly industrialized, with such great centres of heavy
industry as Zurich.

And so, once more a paradox. Switzerland is
land-locked the full circle of its frontiers. Yet in
Zurich, in this year's very lovely National Exhibition,
I saw a display of modern machinery which included
giant propellers .for the largest class of ocean-going
liners

Switzerland, then, as a modern state, presents
the picture of many paradoxes, and the significance of
these paradoxes has at this time real value and im-
portance. For this reason : they offer the lie direct to
those who claim that there are irreconcilable racial
and political differences between Germans, French and
Italians, since these all live amicably side by side
under the red cross of Geneva, speaking their own
tongues, worshipping in their own way, conducting
their community life according to their local tradi-
tions.

Switzerland shows us these three great racial types
welded loosely, yet firmly, into the mould of a peace-
loving modern State; and, in doing so, points a plain
moral by demonstrating the falsity of much of the
Totalitarian ideology.

POUR LA PATRIE.

Over the week-end two contingents, numbering
altogether about 800, of our compatriots, who have
been called up to join their respective units, will leave,
or have already left London for Southampton-Havre
en route for Switzerland.

Amongst those who are going to serve our country,
are many friends whose faces one will miss, for many
this call brings hardship and for not a few almost
bankruptcy, to those Ave would say to keep a stout
heart, remembering that even the darkest cloud has a
silver lining.

To all who have answered the call of our country
Ave wish a safe and speedy return.

CORRESPONDENCE.
(/«. cftcowrat/iw# and pab7is7Mw</ co pi -e ,sponde ice on

uni/ matter o/ interest to ottr readers me wis7i. to stress
t/iat me do not necessar/ty subscribe to t7ie opinions
expressed therein. TZie /ottominp cZweZZs on t/ie tradi-
HowaZ newtraZitp o/ ÄmitzerZand in an Mwortbot/oa;
manner but probabZy re/Zects t/ie /eeZinps o/ not a /em
o/ our compatriots. Ed. S.O.)

55, Firsby Avenue,
Shirley — Croydon,

11th Sept., 1939.
The Editor, v

THE SWISS OBSERVER,
23, Leonard Street,

E.C.2.
Dear Sir,

1 Avas sorely disappointed to find from your
article entitled " WAR " that you, too, harbour the
sentiment Avliieh appears so prevalent in Switzerland,
namely that Switzerland should remain neutral in the
present conflagration.

It simply passes my understanding that our
country should take up this attitude which, I consider,
is thoroughly unworthy of her. I will admit right
aAvay that Switzerland's neutrality is a matter of in-
ternational agreement, but Avhile Hitlerism is rampant
such agreements count for very little, and events
during the last few years have proved conclusively
that neutrality Avould very quickly become a myth if
Germany should emerge victorious from the present
struggle.

When one recalls the anxiety that the SAviss
registered during the liquidations of Austria and
Czechoslovakia, and remembering the colossal amounts
of money that SAvitzerland had to spend recently on
defence Avork, it seems to me the most logical thing to
take an active part in this fight to save Democracy,
particularly for a country that likes to think of her-
self as the very cradle of Democracy.

If there could be two opinions as to the instigator
of the present Avar, there would be some excuse for
Switzerland keeping neutral, but the issue is so clear
that no sane person can have any doubt on the matter.

I have the feeling that Switzerland, by taking an
active part in this war on the side of England and
France, could materially shorten its duration, as I
believe this fact would have a marked moral effect on
the poor, misled German nation.

It Avili be entirely due to the efforts of England
and France if the freedom and independence of SAvit-
zerland is safe in future, and it appears to me wholly
unworthy of our country to let others fight her battles
while she looks on.

I believe that the example of Switzerland would
even induce other neutral countries to revise their
attitude, for there can be no doubt that peace in
Europe can only be attained by the complete overthrow
of the Nazi regime.

When one considers the prompt response of the
British Dominions, it is indeed painful to think that
the countries which will most immediately benefit by
the overthroAv of Hitlerism, namely the countries
bordering on Germany, cannot pluck up enough cour-
age to throw in their fate with England and France.
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