Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1939)
Heft: 926
Artikel: Swiss letter : a year which has commenced well
Autor: [s.n.]
DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-694904

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 24.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-694904
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Cl)QSlDiSS Qbserver

FOUNDED BY MR. P. F. BOEHRINGER.

The Official Organ of the Swiss Colony in Great Britain.

EDITED WITH THE CO-OPERATION OF MEMBERS OF THE LONDON COLONY.

Telephone : CLERKENWELL 2321/2.

Published every Friday at 23, LeEoNarD ' STREET, LoNpoN, E.C.2.

Telegrams : FREPRINCO, LONDON.

VoL. 20—No. 926

LONDON, 19 AUGUST. 1939

. Price 3d.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTION RATES.

UNITED KINGDOM | 3 Months 13 issucs, post frec) - 6
AND COLONIES {

SWITZERLAND 1984

(Swiss subscriptions may be paid into Postscheck-Konto
Basle V 5718).

' HOME NEWS

(Compiled by courtesy of the following contem-
poraries : National Zeitung, Neue Ziircher
Zeitung, St. Galler Tagblatt, Vaterland, Tribune
de Genéve and Schweizerische Vevkehrszentrale.)

FEDERAL.

‘“ AUSLANDSCHWEIZERTAG "’ IN ZURICH.
The 18th ** Auslandschweizertag > started
in Zurich on Saturday, August 12th. Dr. A.
Litt, President of the ‘* Auslandschweizerkom-
mission ” welcomed the numerous visitors who
came to Zurich from  all parts of the globe.

18th

Amongst the various speakers were: M. “JIL.
President of the Cercle Commercial, Paris, M.

Bluntschli, Nice, Dr. Stucki, Swiss Minister in
Paris, Dr. G. Schiirch, Secretary of the ‘ Aus-
landschweizerwerk > and Mlle. Cahn.

On Sunday morning services were held in the
various churches of the town of Zurich. After-
wards a meeting was held at the ** Kongress-
haus ” at which M. Motta, Switzerland’s Foreign
Minister made a patriotic speech, which was re-
ceived with great enthusiasm, further addresses
were given b) Professor, Dr. Georg Thiirer (St.
- Gall) and Army Corps Commander Guisan, who
greeted the visitors on behalf of the Army.

A visit to the National Exhibition was then
paid, where the ** Auslandschweizer '’ were wel-
comed by Director Meili.

During the official Banquets speeches were
made by Dr. Hans Zschokke (Basle), Town
Councillor Dr. Hefti, who welcomed the partici-
pants on behalf of the town and canton of Zurich,
Dr. Gianini, Central President of the ** Pro
Ticino,” M. Musso, Federal Judge Pometta and
others.

FRENCH

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT VISIT
NATIONAL EXHIBITION.

An official delegation from the French Pai-
liament paid a visit to the National Exhibition
in Zurich, they were entertained at a Banquet by
the Exhibition authorities, amongst the guests
was Dr. Stucki, Swiss Minister in Paris, and a
number of members of the Swiss Parliament.

SEVENTH TOUR DE SUISSE.

Switzerland has won the 7Tth Tour de Suisse

which came to an end on Saturday last.  The
result is as follows :
1. Switzerland (Zimmermann, Bolliger, Egli.)

Mollo.)
Beeckman.)
Heide.)

2. TItaly (Benente, Simonini,

3. Belgium (Somers, Dubuisson,

4. Germany (Oberbeck, Sztrakati,

The ‘> Memphis-Bergpieis ' was  won by
Mollo (Ttaly); the ** Preis vom Schweizerhier ™
went to Egli (Switzerland) and victor in the
‘¢ Preis von Bata ”’ was again Egli (Switzerland;.
NATIONAL-COUNCILLOR WUTHRICH TO RETIRE

FROM PARLIAMENT.

National-Councillor Wuthrich, who repre-
sented the ‘* Landesring der Unabhiingigen » in
the National Council since 1935, does not wish to
stand as a candidate for the next Parliamentary
elections which will take place in the Autumn of
this year.

FIRE AT THE §.B.B. DEPOT IN RORSCHACH.

One electric locomotive and various carriages
were either destroyed or heavily damaged in a
fire which broke out at the ¢ Maschinendepot *’
of the Swiss Federal Railways at Rorschach.

The damage caused is estimated to exceed one

| million franes.
SIMPLON LINE CRASH.

Nix people were killed and fourteen injured
when a local passenger train was derailed at 60
m.p.h. on the international Simplon tunnel line
just outside Domodossola. (Italian-Swiss frontier
station.)

The dead include one passenger, four Swiss
railwaymen (Gaillard, Erb, Grieb and della Rosa)
and one Italian customs official.

UNEMPLOYMENT IN SWITZERLAND.

According to >s just published, there
were 25,185 unemployed registered at the end of
July or 10,700 less than at the same period twelve
months ago.

LEAGUE BROADCASTING STATION.

The report which appeared in various English
papers, that the League of Nations is seeking to
dispose of its broadcasting station is not strictly
accurate.

The position is that the 10 years’ agreement
by which the Swiss postal authorities undertook
the management of this station is now expiring.
New negotiations are going on, but it is not likely
that they will end in the sale of the station. The
League has spent from £10,000 to £12,000 annu-
ally on the maintenance of the station, and it
seems most likely that an arrangement will be
come to by which the League is freed from this
financial burden, and will accordingly give up
control of the station.

The matter will be dealt with at the next
Assembly meeting on September 11th.

SIX-WHEEL BOGIE TRAMCARS FOR ZURICH.

The Zurich tramway undertaking has ordered
from the Swiss wagon works, of Nchlieren, two
new cars with six-wheeled bogies. Accommodat-
ing 80 passengers (29 seated and 51 standing),
the cars will have two motors of an hourly out-
put of 62.5 kw. and will weigh 154 tons, or ap-
proximately 3% cwt. per passenger. It is esti-
mated that these cars will represent 70 per cent.
less wear on the track than that of a four-
wheeled tramear of the same weight with a fixed
wheelbase of from 2.6 to 2.9 metres. An- eight-
wheeled light steel car, carrying 95 passengers
(34 seated and 61 standing) is also under con-
struction. Its weight will be 16§ tous, or 34 cwt.
per passenger, and it will be eqmppe(l with four
motors of an hourly output of 53 kw.

SWISS MIGRATION TO AUSTRALIA.

The Australian Commonwealth Government
has approved of the admission to Australia of
non-Jewish Swiss migrants, including skilled
tarm workers, and domestic servants.
Thu approval is the outcome ot negotiations with
the Consul-General tor Switzerland in Australia.
During the first year after their arrival in Aus-
tralia the migrants will receive financial assist
ance from the Swiss Government.

SWISS SCIENTIST HONOURED.

The Royal Society of Tropical Medicine in
London, has awarded the golden Chalmers Medal
to Dr. Max Theiler, of the International Health
Division of the Rockefelier Foundation New-
York. Dr. Max Theiler is the son of our late
vrryvmai, Sir Arnold Theiler, of SMouth African
fame.

FORGED £20 NOTES IN SWITZERLAND.
Eleven persons, have been arrested in Swit-
zerland for having tried to circulate counterfeit
£20 notes.

The\ are said to belong to an international
i eadquarters in France, who ave
stes and trying to circulate them
countries.

in neighbouring
SWISS FOOD STOCKS FOR WARTIME.

The Swiss Federal Council adopted on Tues-
day a decree designed to ensure that adequate
supplies of primary foodstuffs will be available in
the country in time of war or economic blockade.

The decree, supplementing that of last March
which ordered all households to lay in supplies
of food sufficient to last two months, urges all
firms dealing in foodstuffs to ensure that they
have adequate stocks for an emergency.

It is pointed out that, in the event of war,
sales of primary foodstuffs will be banned for
two months, until a general rationing system can
be put into effect

SWISS NATIONAL EXHIBITION IN ZURICH.

Up to August 8th, 6,155,629 visitors passed
through the turnstiles of the Exhibition. It

might be mentioned that the Authorities had
reckoned only with 4 million visitors for the

whole duration of the Exhibition. (May 6th-29th
Oc tober) The result therefore already achieved
endid one.

LOCAL.
ZURICH.
The death is reported from Winterthur of
Dr. Robert Keller, late tpachel and rector (1891-
1916) at the ‘“ Gymnasium > and *“ Industrie-
schule ** at the age of 85.

The deceased was at one time a member of
the ¢ Kantonsrat > and the ¢ Grossen Stadtrates
von Winterthur.” On the occasion of the 100th
Anniversary of the University of Zurich, he was
made a ““ doctor honoris causa.”’

® * *

M. J. R. Tanner-Luzi, since 1921 ‘ Ridge-
nossischer Lanln.spcl\tor” for Eastern S\\ltzel"
land, died in Zurich at the age of 63.

BERNE.

M. Gottfried Kaufmann,
for many years ¢ Hiittenwart of the ¢ Bergh-
hiitte,” has died. The ‘¢ Berglihiitte ’ is the
property of the Swiss Alpine Club.

* * *

from Grindelwald,

*

Colonel Bolliger, for the last twenty years
¢ Chef der Sektion fiir \mpﬂeoun“hweeen des
Oberkriegskommissariates * has celebrated his
60th birthday.

* * *

A military aeroplane 3601 crashed at Herv-
bligen near Konolfingen, the pilot saved himself
by jumping clear with his parachute. The ma-
chine has been completely destroyed.

TICINO.

M. Jules TFranconi, Garage proprietor in
Locarno, who a few da,\% ago was arrested when
entering ITtaly, has been l(’le«l\(“d, no reason for
his arrest has been given.

VAUD.
Director and Editor-in-chief
of the paper ** Revue” since 1932, has retired
from his post, having been ele ted Director of
the cantonal hosmhll his © will be M.
>aul Martinet, member of the (xmn(l Council. M.
P. H. Jaccard in Roche near Aigle has been ap-
pointed editor.

M. RR. Rubattel,

* #* *

M. Paul Jaton from Villars-Mendraz, has
been appointed chief engineer of the 1st arron-
dissement of the Swiss Federal Railways, in suc-
cession to M. V. Amaudruz, who is shortly Te-
tiving from his post on having reached the age
limit. M. Jaton has been for many years in
France, Spain and Greece, in Ieadmff positions
as a railway engineer. He entered into the ser-
vice of the Swiss Federal Railways in 1934.

VALAIS,

The annual dinner of the Association of
British Members of the Swiss Alpine Club took
place on Saturday last at Zermatt.

GENEVA.

The death has occurred in Geneva of Profes-
sor Albert Richard, formerly rector of the Uni-
versity in Geneva. The deceased held the army
rank of colonel on the General staff,

# M *

Nearly 10,000 persons visited the Prado Ex-
hibition on Saturday and Sunday last, which
established a record. Amongst the visitors were
Tederal Councillor Motta and family.

SWISS LETTER.

A YEAR WHICH HAS COMMENCED WELL.

With the passing of the first six months of
the year it is usual for one to cast a backward
glance into our affairs in order to make out the
Balance Sheet. Switzerland is able to examine
the results of her first half-year without any
feeling of displeasure : they are good.

Commercial exchanges with foreign coun-
tries have continued to develop. The total
amount of imports has increased from 781.1 mil-
lion Swiss francs, for the first six months of 1938,
to 862.2 millica in 1939, thus marking an increase
of 8L.1 wmillion francs. Ixports have increased
at the same time by 51.8 million francs, from
618.1 million in 1938 (first half-year) to 669.91
miflion in 1939. The wholesale trade index, at
the end of June 1‘)3() attained 106.4% (July 1914
=1009%) or 74.39, (1! the average ot the years
1926-1927 is tal\en as 100%). In comparison to
the preceding year, to the end of June, there is
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noted a fall of 0.7% in the index, and in com-
parison to the price before the devaluation a rise
of 13.99%.

As in former years, the Swiss Sample Fair
was held at Basle during the month of March.
Many foreign visitors were seen there and im-
portant business was transacted. The great
manifestation of the year, however, is the Swiss
National Exhibition, which was opened on 6th
May, at Zurich, and which will remain open
until 29th October. During three years Switzer-
land has prepared this imposing manifestation
which was ready for the date announced, and
which has already had a success far beyond all
expectations : whereas it was estimated that
there would be four million visitors during the
whole of the exhibition period (six months) more
than four million visitors have passed through
the turnstiles during the first nine weeks!
Zurich has, in fact, become the place of pil-
grimage for the whole of the Swiss people and,
by this fact, the Exhibition assumes a high
national signification: in thus giving, on the
shores of the Lake of Zurich, a complete picture
of her 22 Cantons, Switzerland emphasises her
diversity and originality but, at the same time,
affirms her cohesion, her unity, her faithful
attachment to the Federal alliance, and her
strongly determined intention to safeguard and
defend it.

This aspect of the Swiss National Exhibition
is not the least striking. The sections devoted
to industry occupy an important place and defi-
nitely prove that Switzerland, contrary to the
opinion which is often held in foreign countries,
is an essentially industrial country. In the social

domain, Stwitzerland has made a considerable
effort. M. Edm. Schulthess, ancient President of

the Confederation, had the opportunity of
emphasising this during the 25th session of the
International Labour Conference, at which he
was elected President, and which was held at
Geneva during the month of June. Unemploy-
ment is rapidly on the decrease. In the month
of May, Switzerland had only 30,000 workless,
this figure representing only one-third of that
for May 1936. If one takes into account the fact
that unemployment is a permanent evil and that
it only becomes a dangerous plague when it
reaches too considerable proportions, one must

admit that unemployment in Switzerland is on
the point of disappearing.
It should, however, be mentioned in refer-

ence to this question, that, in June, the Swiss
ratified a credit of 415 million francs voted by
the government, one half of which is to be em-
ployed for the execution of important civil un-
dertakings, and the other half to strengthen the
military defences of the country.

From the financial point of view, the first
half-year of 1939 has been influenced, in a great
measure, by the uncertainty of the political
situation. Ixport of capital, which has already
manifested itself for a considerable time from
European countries towards the United States,
has in its turn overtaken the Swiss market. Con-
siderable foreign capital, which had accumulated
in our country in the course of the last few years
has, in part, returned to foreign countries. To
these movements must be added the outflow of
gold from the gold-reserve which has been sent
to foreign countries. Thus, the gold-covering of
the National Bank, which was valued at 2,890
million franes at the end of 1938, was reduced to
2,470 million francs at the end of April. Since
that date it has not varied to any marked degree.

This withdrawal of capital has taken place
without in any way inconveniencing Swiss bank-
ing economy, which is capable of meeting with-
drawals of even greater importance. An indica-
tion of the satisfactory position in~ which the
banks find themselves, in spite of these with-
drawals, is furnished by a recent financial opera-
tion: the banks have taken Treasury Bonds
issued by the Confederation, at 2 and years,
for a total of 120 million francs, thus disburden-
ing the National Bank by this amount.

In fact, on the Sth July, 1939, the Confedera-
tion debt to the National Bank had been com-
pletely paid off. The changes have evolved in a
perfectly normal manner and have not caused any
anxiety whatever. The only repercussion really
visible arising from the international political
situation, is to be found in a certain tension in
the rates of interest for long-term loans. This
ate which was 319, at the end of 1938 was pre-
viously 339 . This slight tension must not be in-
terpreted as a rarefaction of the financial
stability of the country, but rather as an attitude
of economic expectancy. As liquidity remained
the characteristic of the money market during
the course of the first six months of 1939 : Swiss
financial markets are armed to face the future
without fear.

Tt can be seen.that the first half of the year
has been satisfactory. If the international poli-
tical situation does not grow worse Switzerland
may, at the moment, continue to face the future
with confidence.

WHAT OTHER PEOPLE THINK OF US.

A FORTRESS OF LIBERTY.

The reorganization of Swiss national defence,
begun three years ago, is now almost complete.
It has meant the increase and fresh distribution
of forces, the modernization of armaments, the
development of the Air Force and of anti-aircraft
defence, the building of fortifications along the
frontiers, the lengthening of the periods of mili-
tary instruction, and the reorganization of
auxiliary services.  All but the last object has
now been achieved. Switzerland has during the
past three years spent £46,000,000 on the reorga-
nization of national defence, and a further
£6,000,000 will be necessary for the current and
following year — a very heavy burden for a small
country.

Switzerland, with a population of 4,000,000,
can now put an army of about 500,000 men in the
field. According to the new law which came into
force at the beginning of July, every Swiss citi-
zen is liable to military service from the age of
18 to 60, and the initial period of instruction is
now four months instead of three. As every
officer and soldier takes home his arms and
equipment — which are periodically controlled —
and as each cavalryman becomes the owner of his
horse, the whole army can he mobilized and ready
to fight within two days at the most. Every
young officer and private has to practise pistol
or rifle shooting every year, and this will hence-
forward be compulsory for the older classes also.

Two Lines of Forts.

In an emergency, while the various Army
units were being mobilized in their appointed
places, the frontiers would be occupied by troops
formed of men residing in the districts concerned,
who could be at their fighting posts in or behind
the fortifications within an hour. The two bases
of the fortified system are the powerful moun-
tain forts of the St. Gothard and of St. Maurice.
A new line of concrete forts armed with modern
machine-guns and heavy artillery extends all
along the borders, and a second line is being
erected some distance behind, these two minia-
ture ‘‘Maginot” lines being permanently manned
by a volunteer force of about 5,000. All the roads
leading into Switzerland ave defended by vertical
rails dipped in concrete beds and covered by ma-
chine-guns. All the bridges, railroads, and roads
are mined, and from any fort on the frontier all
the mines can be blown up simultaneously from
Basle to Sargans.

The auxiliary services, which were formed
40 years ago, are being reorganized, and are ex-
pected to reach a total of about 500,000 men and
women, enough to meet the needs of the A.R.P.,
police, transport, Red Cross, public, and other
services.

The Invader’'s Task.

In considering whether Switzerland conld
resist an invasion, it must be remembered that

any Power which would attack Switzerland would
originate a general conflict. Moreover, the
assailant would have to destroy the frontier for-
tifications which are in a position to resist for
several days, even with their ordinary garrisons.
If he then invaded the country, which is very
broken, he would be faced with a second fortified
line, which is now almost completed. Swiss
roads do not allow the passage of heavy tanks
and artillery.

- Difficulties would become greater once the
invader reached the mountain regions, where
small units with a few machine-guns and light
artillery could check the advance of whole divi-
sions.  Should he get hold of the so-called
¢ Plateau Suisse . — the less hilly part of the
country extending from the Lake of Constance to
the Lake of Geneva, between the Jura mountain
range on the north and the Alps on the south —
he could not leave on his flanks the St. Gothard
and St. Maurice fortified zones, which can each
shelter two divisions for several weeks, which
might harass his progress, endanger his rear, and
cut off his communications.

Aerial warfare seems at first sight more to
be teared by Switzerland, whose Air Force is not
so far strong enough to meet the squadrons of a
big Power, but it is not an easy task to fly over
the mountains, and Swiss anti-aircraft defence is
strong and supplied with guns which are said to
be among the best on the Continent.

The Oldest Militia.

Any invader would, above all, have to reckon
with the stubborn resistance of a well-armed and
equipped Army of soldiers who are excellent
marksmen, whose love of freedom is strong, and
whose spirit is undaunted. The Swiss militia is
the oldest in Europe. It has existed since the
very beginning of the Confederation, when it was
agreed that the Cantons should always be ready
to assist their Confederates, and that every free
man should be capable of defending himself and
his country. That centuries-long tradition has
never weakened, and — except in 1798, when the
Confederates were divided — no foreign Army
has invaded Switzerland during the past 300
vears. Never were the Confederates more closely
united than now. They have not been allured by
foreign ideas and political systems, and all of
them — whether they speak German, French,
Ttalian, or Romantsch, whether they are Conser-
ratives, Socialists, or even Communists — are
firmly resolved to defend their independence and
democratic institutions to the last drop of their
blood.

(Times).

TO OUR READERS.

The Editor of the Swiss Observer would be
areatly obliged if readers would supply him with
addresses of likely subscribers, so that specimen
copies could be posted to them.

If such addresses supplied should be already

included on our mailing list, no extra copies

would be sent.
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To those

Nestlé’s, 6W, Eastcheap, E.C.3.

Sold in three sizes
2d., 1/3 and 2/-

% Please accept a free testing sample

who have not made and tasted
Nescafé, this revolution in coffee-making may
seem too good to be true. Will you therefore
send for the sample package, and enjoy two
cups of Nescafé at our expense? Write to

OFFEE MADEANTHE-CUP!

I)erfect coffee just like the coffee they make
so well on the Continent! Simply pour hot
water on a small spoonful of Nescafé Powder and
your coffee is ready. Nescaf€ is a golden-brown
powder in which are concentrated all the
essentials of skilfully made coffee. Instantly
soluble in hot water, Nescafé makes a delicious,
fragrant and full-flavoured coffee right in the cup
or pot. Nothing can possibly go wrong, no
trouble, no waste — just perfect coffec made
instantly, that is the Nescafé way. Bring your
coffee making up-to-date ! Try Nescafé today.

Good coffee instamtly-no grownds-no watts
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