Some facts about Swiss history [the end]

Autor(en):  Gagllardi, Ernst

Objekttyp:  Article

Zeitschrift:  The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss
Societies in the UK

Band (Jahr): - (1938)

Heft 883

PDF erstellt am: 28.04.2024

Persistenter Link: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-695340

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften. Sie besitzt keine Urheberrechte an
den Inhalten der Zeitschriften. Die Rechte liegen in der Regel bei den Herausgebern.

Die auf der Plattform e-periodica vero6ffentlichten Dokumente stehen fir nicht-kommerzielle Zwecke in
Lehre und Forschung sowie fiir die private Nutzung frei zur Verfiigung. Einzelne Dateien oder
Ausdrucke aus diesem Angebot kbnnen zusammen mit diesen Nutzungsbedingungen und den
korrekten Herkunftsbezeichnungen weitergegeben werden.

Das Veroffentlichen von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen ist nur mit vorheriger Genehmigung
der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Die systematische Speicherung von Teilen des elektronischen Angebots
auf anderen Servern bedarf ebenfalls des schriftlichen Einverstandnisses der Rechteinhaber.

Haftungsausschluss

Alle Angaben erfolgen ohne Gewabhr fir Vollstandigkeit oder Richtigkeit. Es wird keine Haftung
Ubernommen fiir Schaden durch die Verwendung von Informationen aus diesem Online-Angebot oder
durch das Fehlen von Informationen. Dies gilt auch fur Inhalte Dritter, die tUber dieses Angebot
zuganglich sind.

Ein Dienst der ETH-Bibliothek
ETH Zirich, Ramistrasse 101, 8092 Zirich, Schweiz, www.library.ethz.ch

http://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-695340

THE SWISS OBSERVER.

OctoBER 151H, -1938.

notre peuple pense beaucoup plus sainement que
nombre de ses pleteudm euides. Il n’est mir
pour aucun asservissement. Mais si 'on veut
P’aider & maintenir sa liberté — et ses libertés —
on peut toujours commencer par lui donner des
informations exactes...

Léon Savary.
(La Tribune de Geneve.)

SOME FACTS ABOUT SWISS HISTORY.
3y Prof Dr. ErNsT GAGLIARDI.

(Continuation).

They could not, however, permanently hold
their position of power, although the Duchy of
Milan, founded jointly by the Emperor and the
Pope in 1512—1515, was completely dependent on
the Swiss. At the battle of Marignano, in the
middle of September 1515, their influence beyond
the mount(nn\ was d;:.m\ lost to the victorious
King I‘rangois 1 of France. Thanks to the
tenacious resistance of the original cantons, only
the present-day Ticino (lhtlut was able to
remain intact. A few years later, however,
religious quarrels split the Confederation into

two camps. For Ulrich Zwingli — Priest of the
Grossmiinster in Zurich — as leader of the Re-

formed Church was not in a position to compel
the Catholics to join with his political and
religious convictions, nor was the power of the
Catholic districts sufficient to rvoot out the
heretical movements which for some time had
been penetrating even into their own domain.

Similar  to Germany, the Confederation
therefore split up into two groups. The religious
wars of 1531 (Kappel), 1655 and 1712 displaced
the ratio of power alternatively in favour of the
Catholics or the Reformed pau But disunion
itsell remained. There was no longer any ques-
tion of a further development of the State such as
characterised the later Middle Ages — although
Berne, by conquering the Vaud in 1635 with the
consistent support of Geneva, had accomplished
or prepared the later annexation of the western
part of Switzerland. As in many respects, both
parties were considered quite equal in strength,
either side was prevented from obtaining power
abroad. Tarticularly during the Thirty Years’
War Swiss neutrality was established as a prin-
ciple of the country’s attitude towards all its
neighbours. Although the opposed -camps quar-
relled bitterly over small matters, and the coun-
tries commonly subjected to them increased the
difficulties still further, extreme measures were
avoided. Common interests held ¢ Concordia
discors ”” of the 13 districts together to a certain
degree. In 1648, when the peace pact of West-
phalia was made, Heinrich Wettstein, Mayor of
2asle, obtained the legal secession of the whole
Confederation from the German Empire.  The
fact that the Swiss had been spared terrible
devastation gave them a cultural advantage of
generations over the horribly ravaged neighbour-
ing country in the north.

Internal development, however, showed every
sign of political stagnation. A peasant revolu-
tion in 1653 was as little effective as the fresh
religious war two years later. Tt was only in
1712 that the Reformed Church was able to regain
the supremacy of which it had been deprived at
the battle of Kappel in 1531. The 18th century
was consequently characterised by moderate
toleration. It became obvious that an economical
and spiritual rise was in progr Switzerland
became the home of great writers and men of
letters. Bodmer and Breitinger, of Zurich, led
the way to the age of classic German literature,
whilst the Ticino gained a surprising place in the
artistic development of Ttaly.

Aristocratic pedantry, however, had long ago
replaced freedom of movement. The individual
parties separated into narrow-minded sects. The
proverb ¢ Dei providencia, hominum confusione
Helvetia regitur ”’ was justified, for religious
hatred was still rife, seeking favourable oppor-
tunities to renew old claims. As with the Ger-
man Empire, this federation of tes  disin-
tegrated into a series of practically independent,
individual ones. The association with the
Grisons and the Valais had almost disappeared ;
the Federal Constitution was as defective as in
the 15th century. The only difference was that
the courageous spirit whic i, during their illus-
trious days, endowed them with such amazing
efficacy, had now, owing to its imperfect environ-
ment, disappeared. ,

The TFrench Revolution therefore brought
about an entirely new spirit, although it was only
in 1798 that it spread to the Alpine districts.
The advance of the French troops towards the
mountains instigated by Bonaparte destroyed
for a period of 25 years the Swiss neutrality
which had already existed for centuries. The
powers of the Confederation therefore served the
purposes of a foreign political system which was
fichting against the rest of the world. Districts
such as  Valtellina, Bormio, Chiavenna, the

Valais, which had joined it a long time previously
were lost. It was fortunate that at Ieast the
Ticino remained faithtul; that Geneva, Neu-
chitel and the Valais came back into it in 1814
—I1815 at the time of the Congress of Vienna,
following Napoleon’s downfall.

Above all, the much
struction took place.

needed internal recon-
There could no longer be a

question of continuing or restoring the old
regime.  The former relations between rulers

and subjects were eliminated by the Revolution.
A new problem arose with the necessity of grant-
ing equal rights to districts of diverse languages.
Arbitrary centralisation was proved to be such
an impossibility that even Napoleon I had aban-
doned it, as early as 1802/1803. Owing to his
mediation at that time, the Cantons as such were
restored. The Confederation of the Restoration
period now weakened the relative unity, which
had Dbeen imposed upon it during the foreign
dominion of the country, to almost full so-
vereignty of the 22 individual states. A loosely-
bound federation of States was again established,
similar to the arrangement which had prevailed
prior to 1798.  Cantonal sovereignty ruled
development almost exclusively, the more so as in
those  formerly subjected districts which since
1803 had become independent, nearly everything
had to be built up afresh.

The insufficiency of the new regime expressed
itself more particularly in the requirements of
economic development. Vigilantly watched by
the great powers, whose emigrants were seeking
refuge on Swiss territory, the Swiss saw them-
selves being exploited by English and French
mass production, for through the inability of the
central organ to act on its own accord — the
Swiss Diet voting according to government in-
structions — it was impossible to combat the
economic protection imposed by its neighbours.
The traffic system remained perilously behind
owing to regional disunion and countless internal
obstacles, so that Switzerland found herself in
dauger of being cut oft like an island.

Economic causes, like the political, called
tor an alteration in the type of government. It
can be said that this was the result of old re-
ligious controversies which, since the Reforma-
tion, had really never come to res The illegal
dissolution of monasteries in Argovia kindled a
fire of resentment among the people from 1841
onwards. It was not possible to extinguish it,
the more so as since the July revolution in Paris
(1830—1831), the principal economic Cantons had
gone over to liberalism. There the people freely
elected representatives to Parliament, which re-
placed the former allpowerful government. The
new ideas, however, penetrated only in part,
because an attempt to extend such veforms
throughout the Confederation had failed, due,
amongst other things, to disagreement on the
part of foreign diplomats, rvesulting in the split
becoming more and more threatening. Violations
of their rights upset the situation to such an
extent that the threatened Catholics conspired

with countries abroad, whilst at the beginfiing
of November 1847 the Swiss Diet decided by a

majority to .dissolve this separate league (Sonder-
bund) by armed force.

Although Austria, France, Prussia, and
Russia had fully sympathised with the Sonder-
bund, Swiss liberalism, suported by Lord Palmer-
ston, succeeded in winning a complete victory
after a.short campaign. Under the leadership of
General Dufour of Geneva, the way was paved
tor the long needed revision of the constitution:
this was approved on 12th September 1848. It
was only now that a Confederation was formed
out of the centuries old nnion of states which was
no longer so helpless as regards modern require-
ments, and which had a central government in
Berne based on the western system of two Cham-
bers and an improved official organisation. It is
certain that the individual parties remained the
same as prior to the edements of foundation of the
Confederation, for their power was by no means
distributed in the radical sense, i.e., by means
of a rigid centralisation. The Cantons retained
as far as posible their old military power. Such
moderate centralisation strengthened itself but
slowly, according to the requirements of modern
life. Even in 1872 a far too evident attempt at
this, for the revision of the Federal constitution
was declined.

The setting up of an economic body on
modern lines was the outcome of a forced politi-
cal reconstruction in 1847. Railways in Switzer-
land began to exist only from then on. The new

supreme authority rejected all foreign inter-
ference which was still being attempted from

time to time. There were threats of war
Prussia in 1856—1857 over the Canton of Neu-
chatel. Savoy going over to France in 1860 gave
rise to strong opposition towards Napoleon III1.
In both cases, however, it was possible to avoid
military action. = The result of all this was a
strong economic development.  As all political
mistakes were avoided it became possible to im-
prove still further the internal political system
on the basis of democracy. The Federal consti-
tution of 1874 which, in the main, is still the same

with

to-day, set up the optional referendum — i.e., the
preparation of the people’s demands as long as
they were arranged through the Councils, or by
at least 30,000 voters or at the request of 8 Can-
tons — a .settlement which simultaneously  ex-
cluded the so-called parliamentary system, i.e.
the superior authority of the Chambres over the
noticeably steady government.

The fundamental law of the country still re-
mained the balancing power between combined
and individual authority. The language minori-

ties especially, jealously watched over their
voting rights. Only in such a way can race

quarrels be avoided. qual distribution through-
out the country by the mixing of the different and
working

a strong economic capacity were the
results of democratic decentralisation, whilst

liberty of action allowed a more intense spread-
ing over of the old opposition than had been the
case before. The fact that this country was
spared from the World War gave it certain ad-
vantages similar to those during the period of
the Thirty Years’ War. It is quite natural that
it became the seat of international efforts and
aims.  The year 1863 saw the foundation of the
International Red Cross on the initiative of
Henri Dunant of Geneva.  And owing to the
strong influence of President Wilson the League
of Nations took its seat at the home of Calvinism.
Thus the great assistance rendered during and
after the Great War justified a high place in this
development.

In common with the rest of Iurope the Con-
federation stands threatened with a gloomy
future. Although comparatively speaking the
social problem has taken a favourable turn —
the standard of living having reached a much

envied level — it has, like other nations, the
serious question of unemployment. Other possi-
bilities of degeneration are not lacking either.

Added to this, foreign ideas penetrate into the
country which often are in direct opposition to
the fundamental principles of the State and to
the innermost character of the people. And this
race made up of people speaking four ditferent
languages must in future find its own level. A
certain amount of Germanic and Latin influences
have crossed its frontiers thereby causing com-
plications of both a political and cultural charae-
ter. Owing to her geographical situation Swit-
zerland appears to be a country open to overtlow
as influences from the Mediterranean district in-
termix with those from the north; the strength
of the west with that of the east. Since the late
Middle Ages historic accomplishments have been
formed here of a type which did not suddenly
disappear such as other did. Out of a particu-
larly rugged Confederation a modern Federation
of States has grown up, especially during the
second half of the 19th century. It is no exag-
geration to acknowledge the Deed of Neutrality
which the Great Powers made in 1815, as an in-

dispensable ingredient of FEurope. Its mere
existence is evidence enough. Contrasts of races

represent by no means the only point of view for
the development of the Continent. A proper
historical structure proved itself much firmer
than language or other types of relationship. 1In
tact geographical grounds had a more definite
influence on the ability of mankind. The dis-

tinet will of many generations closely connected
should be as little undervalue:dl as the Learing
capacity of ideas which form a beneficial com-
promise to the intense conflict of the Great
Powers nationally associated. May they stand

the test still further as, on the dynamic side, the
persistent conservative one appears to be indis-
pensable. Their concerted action is the founda-
of the moulded wealth of present-day
Eunrope. The failure of the democratic-republican
tactors wounld entail a tremendous impoverish-
ment.

THE END.
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