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” HOME NEWS

(Compiled by courtesy of the following contem-
poraries : National Zeitung, Neue Ziircher
Zeitung, St. Galler Tagblatt, Vaterland, Tribune
de Genéve and Schweizerische Verkehrszentrale.)

LOCAL.
ZURICH.

With a majority of nine to one the electors
of Zurich have approved the proposed financial
interest in the Power Works Oberhasli: only
about a third of those entitled to vote troubled
to go to the polls, Like Berne and Basle the
Limmat town is securing an additional supply of
electricity ; so far the current has been secured
from the two power stations in the Grisons.

* * *

The town hall, which was built in 1694-98, on
a then 300 years old site, has for the first time
been completely re-decorated, at a cost of Ir.
(63,000.

The Ntates Council Room has been entirely
re-furnished, while the Entrance Hall and other
rooms have been rebuilt on the old lines, in a very
luxurious style.  An ingenious central heating
system has been installed which can be convertec
to cooling the atmosphere when required. On the
ground floor a large banquet hall haks been added.

A great celebration of the inauguration of
this fine building was held. Baudirektor Rudolf
Maurer gave an interesting discourse on the
renovation work. Regierungspriisident Dr. Karl
Hafner then made the speech of the day in which
le gave an insight into the 17th Century methods
of Government. Lastly, Staatsanwalt Dr.
Bugster emphasized the importance of the States
Council in earlier times and gave a short account
of its present work.

* * *

Kantonsrat Fritz Horand has died at the age
of 53 after great suffering. He was responsible
for many improvements in the status of commer-
dal employees and since 1922 has been general
secretary of the Vereinigung Schweizerischer
Angestelltenverbinde.

BERNE.

About 2,000 representatives from 45 different
countries have arrived in the town of Interlaken
for the World Assembly of the Group Movement
(Oxtord Movement). We vreprint in another
column an extract of the opening address de-
livered by its founder, Dr. Frank Buchman.

* * »

Dr. Ferdinand Forster von Linz, a well-
known Bernese lawyer, was arrested by the Ger-
man authorities and put in the Dachau concen-
tration camp mnear Munich while travelling on
lusiness to Vienna.

Previous to the annexation of Austria Dr.
Forster acted as Generalkonsul for that country ;
le is Swiss by nationality.

LUCERNE.

The erection of a large new exhibition and
amusement hall, at a cost of Fr. 310,000 — of
which Fr. 100,000 is being contributed by the
Committee of the Tir Federal — has just been
passed by the citizens; though only 409 of the
total population voted, there was a slight
majority of 3,286 as against 2,909.

SCHWYZ.

Capt. D. Bacilieri from Locarno, one of the
two surviving victims of last week’s aviation
catastrophe has died from his wounds in the
Einsiedeln hospttal.

SOLOTHURN.

A novel insurance has been effected by the
local police department. In future all persons
who assist the police in the execution of their
duties are indemnified in case of death, illness or
loss of employment arising from this co-opera-
tion.

BASLE.

The question of the future of the many
Jewish refugees who have found a temporary
asylum in Basle is becoming very acute. They
were supposed to journey to France and the
United States but the resources of the respective
welfare associations in those countries have been
overtaxed so that for the present the immigra-
tion scheme remains in suspense. The refugees
are being cared for in several empty buildings and
the local couneil has now placed the Summer
Casino at their disposal where about 200 single
jewesses have found board and lodging. It is
hoped to employ the male refugees in road con-
struction without interfering with local labour.

* * *

Dr. Paul Siegfried has died at the age of 60
after a protracted illness. He held several ap-
pointments in the Basle courts; in later years he
devoted himself to the study of local history and
folklore on which subjects he published a number
of books.

* ® *

The town council — which has been
approached by a mass effort of the socialists to
prohibit foreign fascist organisations in the can-
ton — has been informed by the Federal Council
that it is not within their power to deal with this
matter.

SCHAFFHAUSEN.
The many small stores and retailers along
the Rhine frontier — about 50¢ of them — who

on the
ities of

used to supply the farmers and workers
other side of the Rhine with the nece
life are experiencing a critical time. The Ger-
man population is allowed to spend between
three to ten silver marks per day but as the
present rate is about 70 centimes to the mark the
price of some of the goods becomes prohibitive.
Germany refuses to accept the silver marks so
exported in payment for transactions in other
quarters.

LAUSANNE.

Dr. Jean-Louis Dufour, member of the Grand
Conseil, also Chief Ofticer of Education and Un-
employment, died suddenly while leaving a coun-
cil meeting. He studied in Basle for medicine
and has been Secretary of the Medical Society
of his canton for four years. He took a leading
part in the Boy Scouts movement.

GENEVA.
Three people set out on 23rd August in an
attempt to e¢limb Mont Blance from the Italian
side and have not been heard of since.

The three were :— Henri Fioroli, 29-year-old
employee at the Geneva branch of the Basler
Handelsbank, his wife, Frau Fioroli-Martens :
and a friend, Robert Volet, who was a member
of the Swiss Alpine Club and who was due back
at work on September Ist.

ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL
CONDITIONS IN SWITZERLAND.

The usnal annual survey has just been issued
by the Department of Overseas Trade (Stationery
Office at 1/5); it is compiled by Mr. 1. E.
Netchell, Commercial Secretary to the British
Legation in Berne. Though some of the tigures
and statistics have already been published else-
where we recommend the study of this concise
report to all those who are interested in Anglo-
Swiss trade relations. The United Kingdom is
our country’s second best customer with 11.29, of
our total exports (Germany %); as regards
imports Great Britain ranks fifth with about
seven per cent. of the total. We reprint a short
resumé which has appeared in the English Press.

The year 1937, the report states, opened
with an optimistic outlook. The devaluation

of the Swiss franc resulted in a resuscitation
of trade and commerce, especially as Swiss

manufacturers engaged ~in - export indus-
tries were able not only to profit from the
world revival of trade, but also in many cases
to procure foreign orders, which foreign com-

petitive manufacturers could not undertake
owing to rearmament programmes. Devalua-

tion also assisted the hotel industry in that
the reduced prices attracted increased num-
bers of tourists from the United Kingdom and
Holland.  This was particularly welcome in
view of the decrease in the number of German

visitors. In addition to the improvement in
the export industries there was a good harvest,
and although difficulties arose from the over-
production of milk and products made there-
from, prices were stabilised for the time being
by the help of subsidies.

In order to maintain Switzerland’s com-
petitive power in the world markets, produc-
tion costs including wages had to be main-
tained as stable as possible, and as the cost
of living rose slightly, there was no appreci-
able increase in the purchasing power of the
population. Further, the continued influx of
foreign fugitive capital merely created a sur-
feit of liquid funds for which no commercial
use could be found. The main result was
merely to depress interest rates, and although
this enabled Swiss authorities to make favour-
able loan conversions, at the same time it re-
duced the spending power of the public.

The Federal Council has endeavoured to
st export trade by the conclusion of trade
and clearing agreements. Unfortunately, the
agreements with some of the Balkan States
have broken down, and Switzerland has been
obliged to restrict exports to the countries con-
cerned. In other cases she has been forced to
conclude agreements providing for the e
change of goods on a direct compensation basis,
and also to buy certain foodstuffs and raw
materials- above world market prices in order
to reduce the deficits in the clearing balances.
Fortunately her agreement with Germany
worked more satisfactorily, and she was able
to obtain increased facilities for her financial
creditors.

In spite of the increase in the number of
tourists from . the United Kingdom, Holland
and elsewhere, the prices fixed by the Hotel
Keepers’ Association did not yield any large
margin of profit and the general political situa-
tion had created uncertainty as to the future.
As a result, the optimistic feeling which
characterised the opening of 1937 disappeared,
and in its stead there arose a spirit of quiet
endeavour and resignation and a greater
realisation that any permanent recovery for a
small country like Switzerland is dependent
entirely on developments in world affairs.

In the first few months of 1938 new orders
for export trade decreased, and retail turn-
over showed no sign of improvement. An
early dry spring was followed by disastrous
, which caused excessive damage to the
rds and orchards, and will place many
of the wine growers in financial difficulties.
The Federal Council now is considering a
scheme for the relief of unemployment in-
volving an expenditure of 400 million francs.
The money will be spent on the fortification
of the frontiers, improvement of railway and
road communications, assistance to the build-
ing trade, and also in the purchase of raw
materials and overseas products which are a
necessity in times of war.

A section of the report dealing with trade
with the United Kingdom states that up to
1932 there usually was a balance of trade in
favour of Switzerland, but in 1933 and 1934
there were small debit balances. Since that
date there has heen a growing balance in Swit-
zerland’s favour rising from over twenty mil-
lion francs in 1936 to over thirty-one million
francs in 1937. .

British manufacturers have to meet com-
petition from the subsidised exports of foreign
competitors,  Faced with these handicaps, it
would seem that the market for mass-produc-
tion goods will only be held with difficulty
and that the general prospects for any expan-
sion of United Kingdom trade is in speciality
articles of all descriptions. Recent political
events have, however, resulted in Swiss im-
porters having to turn to the United Kingdom
as a new source of supply. The proximity of

France and Italy gives these coun-
eat advantage in the German, French
and Ttalian districts respectively. Notwith-
standing this, the United Kingdom has main-
ned its position as one of the principal sup-
pliers of goods to Switzerland, and the Swiss
market is therefore well worth studying.

New business is very hard to obtain and,
once a eonnection has been made, visits not
less than once or twice a year are strongly
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