
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1938)

Heft: 870

Artikel: Swiss sports & garden party

Autor: [s.n]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-693062

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 17.07.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-693062
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


July 10TH, 1938. THE SWISS OBSERVER. 2471

SWISS SPORTS & GARDEN PARTY
at

DUKE OF YORK'S HEADQUARTERS, CHELSEA,
on

SATURDAY, JULY 9th 1938.

With not :i little anxiety the Swiss Sports
Committee had looked forward to this year's
Sports festival; this annual event which had
formerly taken place at the Herne Hill track, had
in recent years, lost much of its glamour and pull,
and last year, owing to the coronation célébra-
tious, it was decided to dispense with it.

Learning from previous experiences, the
authorities in charge arranged the Sports meet-
ing to be run on different lines ; first of all a
change of the ground was made, which was all to
the good, secondly in connection with the Sports
a kind of a Garden Party was introduced which,
on the whole, proved successful.

If this year's Sports Meeting was not a 100

per cent, success, it was certainly not the fault
of the Sports Committee ; unfortunately the
weather again spoilt at least a part of the after-
noon ; a steady rain which set in shortly before
5 o'clock made it necessary to cancel some of the
events, much to the regret of the children. I was
fold that one of the little one's, on going to bed
on Friday night, said the following little prayer :

" Lieber Petrus Hab' Erbarmen,
Schick' uns wieder Sonnenschein,
Denn die Kinderlein, die armen,
Möchten gern am Feste sein."

It was not to be, and I am afraid dear Petrus
is in the bad books of at least one little girl.

In spite, however, of the inclement weather,
1 have no hesitation in saying that this year's
Swiss Sports Meeting has been a great success ;

whilst the attendance two years ago dwindled
down to about 300, we saw again a much larger
gathering, and it is estimated that between 500-
600 people were present which is a good augury,
and which has given the Committee a tremendous
impetus.

The side shows, which I am told proved with
one or two exceptions, a financial success, could
perhaps be made a little more attractive, and if a

more favourable position could be found it might
be still better.

A positive improvement was the Musical
arrangements, a military band, by the kind per-
mission of Lieut-Colonel J. Mc. Ewan Martin,
commanding the London Divisional Royal
Engineers, played a selection of popular music,
some of the pieces being heartily applauded.

Punctuality has always been a virtue at the
Swiss Sports and at 2.45 p.m. sharp the 1st event
was run. As the results of the various events
will be given at the end of this report, 1 will,
with a few exceptions, desist from commenting
on the achievements of each individual performer.

The 100 yds. Flat Handicap (Men) and the
120 yds. Veterans' Flat Handicap proved to be

very attractive, in both these races Mr. II. H.
Baumann came in first, and he is to be heartily
congratulated on these feats ; to keep on winning
year after year (Mr. Baumann has won the Glial-
lenge Cup of the 120 yds. Veterans' Flat Handi-
cap outright for the second time) at an age when
most of us beji'in to take things easy, and when the
waist line becomes a thing of the past, is an
achievement to be proud of. V hat has often
puzzled me is, where does he " store " all these

lovely cups which he keeps on winning?, and oh

my!,'the cleaning of them.

During the afternoon, the Swiss Minister,
accompanied by his daughter, Mademoiselle
Jacqueline I'aravicini, made their appearance.
The arrival of the head of our Colony was made
known to the gathering through the Band playing
the Swiss National Anthem.

There were also present from the Legation.
M. Ch. de .Tenner, accompanied by Mme. de

Jenner and children, and M. de Rliam.
Whilst the band played a selection from

Carmen, there lined up a number of " Swiss
Torreadors," and 1 was waiting for the bull to
be let loose : looking at the programme, however,
I noticed that the 440 yds. Veterans' Walking
Handicap for men over 40 years was ready to be
" wnlked-off."

As most of these stalwart veterans are per-
sonal friends of mine, I feel rather reluctant to
criticise their performance, lest they retaliate in
some way or another. What impressed me most
were their grim faces, though some looked rather
solemn, reminding me of that honourable pro-
fession of undertakers, but all were eager to run
(I beg yoiir pardon, I should say " walk ") for
their lives. I am sure they will not take it amiss
if I say that some indulged in little spurts of "run-
ning," but then one cannot lie too harsh on
veterans. The race was won by Mr. Pont and it
was a well-deserved victory, Mr. von Bergen, a
former winner, came in second. All in all our
veterans' have come well out of this " test of
endurance."

An announcement over the microphone was
then made that the Tug-O'-War, was to take
place, an event which always creates much
interest. In former years the teams used to come
on the track in single file amidst the cheering of
the crowd, whilst the band played some martial
tune, which used to be most impressive ; this year
this harmless bit of showmanship was ommitted,
it is a pity, it always somehow reminded me of
the entry of the gladiators into the circus in
Rome, they need, of course, not have shouted,
" Arc, Cars«/- pnorifnri tc saTafawt."

The entry for this event was larger than for
some time, four teams competing, namely : Cercle
Valaisan (holder of the cup), Swiss Mercantile
Society, Union Helvetia and Swiss Federal Rail-
ways.' The "Cercle Valaisan" put up a
splendid performance, especially when one
considers that most member's of the team are
not exactly youngsters any more. The Swiss
Federal Railways team was perhaps a little un-
fortunate to lose the second pull. The event was
won in fine style by the sturdy youngsters of the
Swiss Mercantile Society, youth no doubt con-
quers age. The runners-up were the Cercle
Valaisan, and I repeat, they put up a splendid
fight.

Amongst the classical races the Relay Race,
which was won by the Swiss Mercantile Society
" A " team, was followed with the greatest in-
terest, the fine sprinting was a delight to watch.

Another attraction proved to be. again the
Pillow Fight, which was judged as for many
years past, by Mr. P. F. Boehringer. This is the
only event, Î used to " indulge in " in former
years, because I thought it would be only right
that members of the Colony should have an oppor-
tunity to inflict some punishment on the Editor
of our official Swiss paper. Unfortunately, or
perhaps fortunately for me, a young lady stand-
ing next to me, just when I was getting ready to
mount the pole, said, if that " fat chap " gets
knocked off, he will make a hole in the ground,
after this I simply did not, have the heart to face
an audience of several hundreds. Like a burglar
in the night I sneaked away. " fishing for wine "
at one of the side shows.

Many a reputation was lost on the " pole "
and many a grudge was settled with a pillow.
After a great deal of punishment had been in-
flirted and endured, Mr. L. Jeaggi was declared
the winner, second was Mr. Toni Gerig. who
stuck to his guns with grim determination. Mr.
Strubin, who by now had recovered from the
strain of the veterans' race, was declared third.
I am glad I did not have to face him, as lie was
far too boisterous for me.

Fine results were scored at the High Jump,
by members of the Swiss Mercantile Society (Col-

lege) although the previous records were not
beaten.

The 100 yds. Handicap races for Ladies and
Girls, and the Boys 80 yds. Handicap were also
very interesting to watch.

There were, of course, various races for little
girls and boys, and such fancy events as the
Cigarette, Egg-and-Spoon Race caused great
hilarity.

A new addition amongst the events, was the
Beauty Parade for Ladies.

Nearly a doien sweet and charming Ladies
braved the critical eyes of the judges, I am glad
I di<l not have to give a verdict, because I should
have been in a quandry and then one young Lady
whom I would have declared the "Beauty Queen"
was unfortunately not amongst the competitors.
May it be a consolation to all those Ladies who
did not win one of the four prizes, if I say that
they looked sweet and charming all the same, and
that even such important personalities as Judges
are, don't always know when they see a " good
thing." Let us hope that all the four prize-win-
ners will be successful in finding a partner for
life with the same ease as they have won this
competition, and let us hope also that the
"bachelor judge" will be one of their " victims."

The " Georges Dinner Challenge Cup " for
scoring the highest aggregate number of points
was awarded to the Swiss Mercantile Society,
scoring 11 points, runners-up were the Union
Helvetia with S points.

Amongst the side shows, I have no hesitation
in saying that the " Fishing for Bottles "
(Delicious Fendant supplied by a prominent mem-
ber of the Colony) took first honour. As I have
already mentioned, I tried to drown my sorrow
in this excellent vintage, but. although I spent
a few shillings I could not manage to get my
ring round the bottle neck, and so " the poor
boy had none."

There was also the guessing of the weight of
a beautiful cake, and the guessing of a number of
beans in a Jar. Whoever was in charge of these
two items showed some " business instinct," for
he stuck a £5 treasury note in front of these
articles, making all and sundry believe that this
would be the reward. Needless to say you cannot
distribute £5 notes when the price of a ticket is
only Id.. but I am sure it did the trick and nobody
will fee! sore about it. but I just wonder, what
would have happened to my young friend, if one
of the competitors would have walked away with
his treasury note, and would have left him "with-
out a bean."

Long before the " Sports " came to an end,
some of the side shows had to put up notices
" Sold out," a proof that this new venture has
been successful.

Owing to a break in the programme, caused
through weather conditions, the distribution of
the prizes was much delayed and took place only
about 8 o'clock. Unfortunately the Swiss
Minister and his daughter were not able to wait
for the final act. and Mme. G. Dimier, the charm-
ing wife of the late Founder of the Swiss Sports,
took the place of Mademoiselle Paravicini.
Previous to the distribution, M. R. de Cintra,
President of the Swiss Sports, gave a short and
much appreciated address, thanking all and
sundry for their collaboration.

Mme. Dimier, who was presented with a
beautiful bouquet of flowers, fulfilled her task in
a charming manner, it was most delightful to
watch the happy faces of some of the little ones
who carried off their prizes with great pride and
happiness.—•

In summing up I must heartily congratulate
the members of the Sports Committee for their
unselfish efforts in trying to make this annual
Sports rally and Garden Party again the success
it used to be.

If not everything went according to plan, one
must realise that it was for the first time that the
Swiss Sports were held at new quarters and that
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one has to get used to new conditions. Although
I do not like, to single out-names, I. feel, that at.,
least some of the members deserve to get special
appreciation, first of all the three Directors of
Sports, Messrs. R. Duprazf, H. Senn and P.
Hilfiker, who worked like Trojans. Entitled to
praise for their hard work are : Messrs. H. H.
Baumann, Secretary of the Swiss Sports, -J. J.
Schneider, E. Ritzmann, Treasurer, Mr. Levy and,
of course, M. R. de Cintra, President of the Swiss
Sports. Special mention should also be made of
the excellent and efficient way, Mr ..J. C. Mayes
used the Microphone.

The •' Swiss Sports " have celebrated this
year a happy resurrection, and the outlook for
next year's Sports is as bright as one can wish
for.

ST.

Official Press Reporter.

RESULTS.

100 yds. FZaf Handicap (Boys) : 1st Charles
Bossier, 2nd Edward Streuli, time 13 1/5 sec.

100 yds. Plat Handicap (Men), Heat 1, 1st H. H.
Baumann, time 10 4/5 sees., Heat 2, 1st L,
Brechbuehl, time 11 2/5 sees., Heat 3, 1st P.
Burkolter, time 11 sees., Heat 4, 1st H. Hatt,
time 10 4/5 sees.

120 yds. Veterans' /''/at Handicap : 1st H. H.
Baumann, time 11 3/5 sees., 2nd F. A. Pont,
3rd A. Tall. H. H. Baumann winning Chal-
lenge Cup outright for 2nd time.

100 yds. P/at Handicap (1/cn) PinaZ : 1st H.
Hatt, time 10 4/5 sees., 2nd H. H. Baumann,
3rd P. Burkolter.

440 yds. Veterans' IVa/fciny Handicap: 1st F.
Pont, 2nd F. von Bergen, 3rd J. V. Haus-
Wirth, 4th B. Bonnet, 5th E. Weber, 6th E.
von Bergen.

2'wy-O'-War :

Winners : Swiss Mercantile Society,
Ruiiners-up : Cercle Valaisan.

H />/7( J tt/n p :

1st, Hans Hatt, S.M.S., 5 feet 6-J ins;
2nd, Ernest Burri, S.M.S., 5 feet, 6 ins;
3rd, Louis Kauf, S.M.S.,, 5 feet, 4 ins.

Pi//ow; Fiy/i t (1/en) :

1st Leon Jaeggi, 2nd Toni Gerig, 3rd Ch.
Strubin, 4th W. Unden.

100 yds. Handicap (Ladies) :

Heat 1 : 1st Elly Schweitzer, 2nd Y. de

Cintra, 3rd Sheila Bennett.

Heat 2 : 1st I). Holland, 2nd Miss Smuts,
3rd Miss Brändli.

Girls' 60 yds. Handicap :

Heat 1: 1st Yiv. J. Pratt, 2nd Sylvia Tall,
A. Galloway, 4th Mary Streit.
Heat 2 : 1st Betty Hauswirth, 2nd Felice
Weber, 3rd M. Picçamillio, 4tli Eileen
Steiner.
Heat 3: 1st Mary Baumann, 2nd Rita
Scliorno, 3rd Mua Tall, 4tli Peggy Saville.
Heat 4 : 1st Ireni Berti, 2nd Sylvia Bachofen,
3rd Pauline Jaeggi, 4tli Cora Affentranger.

Hoys' SO yds. Handicap :

Heat 1: 1st Peter Kaempf, 2nd Rudolphe
Weiss, 3rd Bernhard German, 4th Michel
Pradervand.
Heat 2 : 1st Peter Weber, 2nd Paul Ryf,
3rd Peter Notari, 4th William Matthey.
Heat 3: 1st John Notari, 2nd Adolphe
Muller, 3rd Donald Mays, 4th Roger Sterclii.
Heat 4 : 1st John Hangartner, 2nd Jack
Muller, 3rd Daniel v. Jenner, 4th Teddy Tall.

Lohy Lamp :

1st Peter H. Hoegger, U.H., 19 feet 6 ins. ;

2nd Hans Hatt, S.M.S., 18 feet 31 ins. ;

3rd Paul Burkolter, 18 feet 2 ins.
Oiyarette Pace (Hired) :

Heat 1 : 1st Miss D. Hauswirth, Mr. Norris ;

2nd Miss Holliger, Mr. Stoll.
Heat 2 : 1st Miss M. Smuts, Mr. Ktinzler ;

2nd Miss G. Hauswirth, Mr. G. Hauswirth.
Pyy-and-S'poon 7?ocr (Ladiesl :

Heat 1 : 1st Yiv. Joan Pratt, 2nd Margrit von
Bergen.
Heat 2 : Est Doris Mayr.
Heat 3: 1st Hedi Braendli, 2nd Brenda
Mcholls.
Heat 4 : 1st Andrée Charnot, 2nd Anna
Streuli.

27i/-ce-Lcyycd Pace :

Scratched owing to weather conditions.
Pc/ay Pace :

Winners : Swiss Mercantile Society, team
"A", time 4 min. 1 2/5 secs.

Runners-up : Swiss Mercantile Society, team
"B". 3rd Swiss Bank (did not finish).

Hmh Pace (/or C&iZdrrn) :

Heat 1 (Boys) : 1st John Notari, 2nd Peter
Weber, 3rd Paul Ryf.
Heat 2 (Boys) : 1st William Matthey, 2nd
Roger Streuli, 3rd Richard Foster.

Heat 1 (Girls) : 1st Paddy von Bergen, 2nd
Felicia Weber, 3rd Margrit von Bergen.
Heat 2 (Girls) : Lina Hauswirth, 2nd Peggy
Saville, 3rd Irene Tall.
Extra Heat (Boys aged 13-15) : 1st John
Hangartner, 2nd Jack Muller, 3rd P. von
Bergen.

ÇoZZar-awfZ-TZe Pace, AppZe Pace : Cancelled on
account of weather conditions.

Beauty Parade (Ladies) :

1 st Miss Sheila Bennett, 2nd Miss Sonia
Aebersold, 3rd Miss Mary Hoch, 4th Miss
Lilian Whowall.

Points /or Georr/e Dimier Gap:
(Awarded are only points obtained by com-
Petitors who have qualification of residence
in England of at least one year).
Swiss Mercantile Society 11 points
Union Helvetia 8 points
Cercle Valaisan 3 points
Unione Ticinese 1 point.
Winners for 1938 are therefore the Swiss
Mercantile Society.

" FISHY " BUT NEVERTHELESS TRUE.

Here is a piece of smart work, a trout which
was caught near Herzogenbuehsee (Ct. Berne) on
Friday morning, between 5 and 6 o'clock, was
transported through the services of the Air
Express via Basle-London and served for
luncheon at the Euston Hotel, London, at two
o'clock, the same day. It could not be served as
" truite Bleue," because it had to be killed prior
to importation into England, and it was therefore
prepared as " truite meunière." Next time, we
hope, we shall be invited to the " internment."
(Ed.),

WHY NOT BUY a guest house at Victoria,
Central position, undoubted bargain, write Box
No. 77 c/o Swiss Observer, 23 Leonard Street,
E.C.2.

DON'T DELAY buying freehold house bargain.
Parley (site 40 x 200). Two rec., four bedrooms,
large panelled hall, central heating, room for
garage. No road charges, unobstructed view,
near shops, buses and two stations. Price £1,075,
without agents. Write : P.M. 159, Cheam Road,
Cheam (Surrey).
OPPORTUNITY for two travelling to Switzer-
land by car at a cheap fare about end of July.
Write : BM/SSXW, W.C.I.
SWISS ESTABLISHED 25 years Mincing Lane
(Produce Trade) has opening for a Compatriot,
active, hard worker, experienced Book-keeper
and Correspondent, view partnership after trial
period. Write Box 66, Swiss Observer, 23,
Leonard Street, E.C.2.

SUISSE, 19 ans, région parisienne, cherche
échange avec jeune homme de Londres — durée 3
mois -— vie de famille assurée — Renseignements :

Richter, 69, Rue Belin. Argenteuil. (S. & O.).

SWISS BANK CORPORATION,
Cwmpanv iimtted inewrpot'ated in Âu'ifcwrZand)

99, GRESHAM STREET, E.C.2.

and 11c, REGENT STREET, S.W. 1.

Capital Paid up s.f. 160,000,000
Re»erves - - s.f. 32.000,000

Deposits - - s.f. 1,280,000,000

AU Descriptions of Banking and
Foreign Exchange Business Transacted

: : Correspondents in a// : :

: parts of the WorW. : :

APPLE GOLD
PURE SWISS APPLE JUICE
— NON ALCOHOLIC —

OBTAINABLE IN CRATES OF 25 LITER
BOTTLES 29/2 (deposit 6/3).

Single bottles at 1/6 (+ deposit 3d.) from

BARTHOLDl'S 4, Charlotte Street, W.I.
Tel. : MUSeum 3762,

" APPLE GOLD, "
72, Kensington Gardens Square, W.2.

Tel.: BAYswater. SI 01.

Cash with order. Delivery free in London.

IDivine Services.

EGLISE SUISSE (1762).
(Langue française).

79, Endel! Street, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.C.2.

(Near New Oxford Street ».

Dimanche 17 juillet 1938:

llli. — Culte M. M. Pradervand.

7h. — Culte M. M. Pradervand.

Pour l'instruction religieuse et les actes
pastoraux, prière de s'adresser au pasteur,
M. Marcel Pradervand, 65, Mount View
Road, N.4 (Téléphone Mountview 5003).
Heure de réception à l'église le mercredi de
11 — 12h.30.

SCHWEIZERKIRCHE

(Deutschsprachige Gemeinde).
St. Anne's Church, 9, Gresham Street, E.C.2.

(near General Post Office.)

Sonntag, den Juli 17. 1938.

11 Ulir morgens, Gottesdienst und Sonntag-
schule.

Predgt : Pfarrer End. Kägi aus Rothrist.
Während der Monate Juli and August finden

keine Abendgottesdienste statt.

TAUFEN.

Am Sonntag, den 10. Juli wurden getauft:
Edwin Ronald Laechler von Eschenbach (St.

Gallen); geb. am 21.11.37 Sohn des Edwin
und der Kathleen geb. Fisher von London.

Paul Albert Brawand von Matten (Bern) ; geb. am
8.6.38 ; Solin des Friedrich Albert und der
Jessie Elizabeth geb. Bean von London.

Anfragen wegen Amtshandlungen und Besuchen
sind zu richten — an Herrn Pfarrer Rud.
Kägi, c/o Foyer Suisse, 12, Upper Bedford
Way, Russell Squai'e, W.C.l. — Tel. :

MUSeum 2982.
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