
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1937)

Heft: 790

Artikel: Old folks Christmas lucheon

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-686357

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 10.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-686357
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


2130 THE SWISS OBSERVER. January 2ND, 1937.

Ilere was a gathering ut' some 57 venerable
Ladies and Gentlemen, most of them at the even-
tide of their wordly pilgrimage. They have all
experienced life in its fulness and gladness, as
well as in its harshness and disappointments.
Many of those who sat around those prettily
decorated tables could relate tales of hitter ex-
periences, of incessant hard and untiring work,
of hardship, but also of success and happiness;
some have made careers, some have climbed to the
top of the ladder, some have not reached those
exalted heights, but have rested half way, but all
of them, I am convinced, have struggled to over-
come the many adversities of which life is so full,
and to all of them I hope a kind providence will
sweeten their remaining days amongst us. —

Never in my life have I felt so young as on
that conspicuous occasion, to begin with, I must
admit, I felt rather out of the picture, T had some-
how an idea that I was trespassing, but I was
soon put at ease, when one of my table com-
panions, an old Lady of about 70 told me that
she knew me very well, as, according to her
notion, I had kept for many years a " paper
shop " at Old Oompton Street, " such is fame,"
but unfortunately I cannot remember having ever
" kept a shop " but according to the old Lady,
my double must have been a very nice man, so I
shan't worry.

The Luncheon started rather later than an-
nounced, and nearly 60 people sat down to an
excellently cooked meal.

The Management of the " Foyer Suisse " had
excelled themselves, not only was the food most
carefully prepared, but also the service was very
efficient, and the staff in attendance can claim a

big share in the success of this party, they were
politeness and efficiency itself.

The Hall was very beautifully decorated, and
there was a real Xmas tree, with candles burning

which added greatly to the Xmas " Stimmung."

the following biblical quotation : " They shall
mount up on-wings like eagles " and on the other
side the name and birthday of the recipient).

M. Dupraz, President of the " Fonds de
Secour," who was amongst the guests brought the
greetings of his Society, expressing his apprécia-
tion at having been invited to this enjoyable
gathering.

M. Ritter, the Secretary of the " Fonds de
Secours " also expressed his appreciation.

Pastor O. Th. Halm, regalled the company
with some Swiss songs on the piano, and lo and
behold some of the old people heartily joined in
the singing.

The company then adjourned to the drawing
room, where old friendships were renewed, and on
leaving, many expressed the wish to be present
again at the next Luncheon party a year hence.

In concluding my report, I wish heartily to
congratulate the House Committee of the Foyer
Suisse for their great kindness in arranging this
splendid party ; by this undertaking, they have
proved in a most commendable manner, that our
old compatriots are not forgotten, and I feel sure
that in their memory this day will live for a long
time.

»ST.

MAGGIsouPS
SET A SEAL ON THE MEAL

1» DELICIOUS VARIETIES 2d PER TABLET

If not Stocked by your Grocer, apply to
MARBER & Co., Sole Agent» of THE MAGGI COMPANY,

1 STANHOPE STREET, LONDON, N.W.I

I MYLLET ARMS 1

I RESTAURANT COCKTAIL BAR |
I LOUNGE BAR |
I DINNER DANCE Every Night. I
J 6/6 OR A LA CARTE. |
g Proprietor : Mr. Albert Widmer. J
g Rest. Manager : Mr. A. Rhyn. j
1 WESTERN AVENUE (Opposite Hoovers), 1

PERIVALE. J

g Phone : Office, PERivale 4793. g
g Restaurant: PERivale 2427. g
lllllllllllllllllllllllliiiillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllliî

"7*Ae Gruyere CAeese"—
...a new Swiss buttery, weil stocked with
delicious Hocks, Lagers, unusual Swiss
wines, fearsome sausages and other gas-
tronomic elegances. Supper extension till
12.30 ...one of the latest newcomers to
the monde cAtc.

/n con/unh'on uii/A

THE PLAZA HOTEL
St. Martin's Street, Leicester Square, W.C.2.

the central spot one minute from
Piccadilly Circus. For reservations

'phone WHItehall 8641.

CITY SWISS CLUB.
Messieurs les membres sont, avisés que

L'ASSEMBLEE MENSUELLE
auralieu mardi 5 Janvier au Restaurant PAGANI,
42, Great Portland Street. W.i. et sera précédée
d'un souper à 7h. 15 pré»i»es (prix 5/-).

ORDRE DU JOUR :

Procès-verbal.
Admissions.

Divers.
Démissions.

Pour faciliter les arrangements, les participants
sont priés de bien vouloir s'inscrire au plus tôt
auprès de Monsieur P. F. Boehringer, 23, Leonard
Street, E.C.2. (Téléphone: Clerkenwell 9 59 5)

Telephone : Telegrams :

MUSeum 2982 Foysuisse London

FOYER SUISSE
12 UPPER BEDFORD PLACE

RUSSELL SQUARE,
LONDON, W.C.I

Quiet position in centre of London.
Central heating and hot &. cold water

throughout.
Continental cooking.

Management :

SCHWEIZER VERBAND VOLKSDIENST.

Old Folks Christmas Luncheon,

By a remarkable coincidence, I was within
three days the guest, of both the youngest, and
the oldest members cl the Swiss Colony.

On Saturday, the 19th and on Monday the
21st of December I felt frightfully young amongst
the " Old Folks at the Xmas party, at the
" Swiss Home " and at the " Old Folks Xmas
Luncheon " at the " Foyer Suisse," whilst on
Friday, December ..18tli, I felt very old indeed
when I attended the Swiss Mercantile Society's
Students Annual Banquet and Ball at the
Prince's Galleries. There, I was surrounded by
youth, by an unliounding spirit of optimism,
God's wide world lay before them, the future he-

longed to them ; life with its hitter experiences
had not yet succeeded in putting a damper on
their youthful aspirations, many, if not all, look
at the world through rose coloured glasses. —

I could go on for ever, because let me tell you,
I still feel very young in spite of Hearing, with
bewildering speed, the half century mark. But,
I must relate here, the very pleasant experiences
which I met with at the " Old Folks Christmas
Luncheon " which took place, as already men-
tioned, at the " Fover Suisse," 15. Upper Bed-
ford Place, W.C.I.

'

Shortly before the coffee was served, Pasteur
R. Hoffmann-de Visine, welcomed the company,
amongst tliem the Swiss Minister, Monsieur C. R.
Paravicini, who honoured this luncheon party for
the 6th time since its innovation, he said he was
glad to see so many of our old compatriots and
to be present to spend a few hours in perfect com-
panionship.

During a short interval, the old and yet ever
young Xmas tunes " Oh Tannenbaum " and " Oh
du Fröhliche" were played, and many an eye was
moist, thinking back to many years ago when some
of those present, used to sing these songs under
the Xmas tree in our beloved country.

Monsieur C. R. Paravicini, the Swiss Minister,
expressed his pleasure, to be once again amongst
the venerable members of the Swiss Colony. " I
am glad to see " he said, " so many familiar faces
present, and I sincerely hope that we shall meet
again next year." The Minister then informed
the gathering that the silver medal presented by
the House Committee to the oldest member, would
go to Mile. Anna Gerber, from Scliangnau (Ct.
Berne) who was born in 1854. (The medal depicts
on one side an eagle perched on a rock, and bears

1 Make Your

If you want a SUIT to WEAR

wear a

PRITCHETT Suit

Suits, Overcoats & Ladies
Costumes from 3 Gns. to
7 Gns. and you get VALUE
^or every penny you pay.

Agent /or BURBERRY

Weatherproo/s.

W. PRITCHETT
183 & 184, TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, W.l.
2 mins. /rom S-M.S. School. 'Phone: MUSEUM 0428

Rendez - Vous |
the 1

OLD FOLKS LUNCHEON, Monsieur C. R. PARAVICINI SWISS MINISTER IN THE CHAIR.
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