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CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS.

This week we have entered upon the festival
of NXmas — the happiest and most precious time
of the yvear.

All over the globe there will arise glad tidings

of praise. Let us then, dear readers, lay aside
for a few hours, at least, the burden of our work
and forget our troubles and worries.  Let us be

re-united once again in that happy state of com-
panionship and mutual good-will!  Let us turn
away from our daily toil and routine, with its
restless struggles of life, to welcome the peace of
Christmas.

Although the world is still in a turmoil, and
the cares and sorrows lay heavily on many shoul-
ders, the spirit of Christmas is the same to-day
vesterday and will be for ever. May this
ed time of goodwill towards mankind remain
a daily companion of unfailing help, and an
inspirer of all that is good and kind.
Generations come and go,
change, but the spirit of Christmas will re-
main for ever a vital force. [ts message will
never grow old nor can it he exhausted.

No matter how fast and feverish the pace of
life, Christmas will give us a decided reminder
of all that is real in this world and worth while

ideas and customs
ITEIRY

living for. It will remind ns more than ever,
that we are all God’s children, united in one big

but a little time,
kindness and

this earth, for
requiring warmth of human
friendship. Let the Christmas spirit, which
isx the spirit of active usefulness, perseverance,
cheertul discharge of duty, kindness and forbear-
ance come nearer il‘ld I‘IUN(‘I‘ to our ]l(‘;ll'('\'.

Happy Christmas that can win us back to the
delusion of our childhood days, that can trans-
port our thoughts, hundreds of miles away, back
to our dear ones, back to the land of our birth.

God grants, that will be for
all of us a year of striving to lessen the hard-
>ni|>\ under which a tired world is labouring ;
v it once again bring back peace amongst all

here on
the

family,

the coming vear

|.|||<>n~ May the ~ll\m lining for which we so
aiten have gazed heavenwards, appear and shed
its light over the darkness in which we have

months.

Iar away in the cities, villages and hamlets
of our homeland, the bells will ring in the
elorious Christmas Day, their sounds will spread

tumbled during the last few

the elad message of goodwill amongst the child-
ven of this universe, they will pierce the Alps
and ride on the ocean waves and will bring to

evervone of us the greetings of that dear land of

ours.  Let us then, dear readers, spread this
inspired message, compiled with our sincerest
wishes for the land, which has accorded us a

generons hospitality, and to many of us a second
home.

ST.

G

((/ompzled by courtesy of the following contem-
poraries : National Zeitung, Neue Ziircher
Zeitung, St. Galler Tagblatt, Vaterland, Tribune
de Genéve and Schweizerische Ve?kehrszentmle)

FEDERAL.
SWisS PRESIDENT FOR 1938.
FEDERAL COUNCILLOR DR. J. BAUMANN.

The two Chambers of the Swiss Parliament
held their anmual joint meeting, known as the
Federal Assembly, for electing the President ol

the ensning

Federal Councillor Dr.
ief of the Federal Department of Justice and
. was elected President. Tederal
ter, Chief of the Federal Depart-
wias eleeted Vice-President.

the Confederation for vear.

Johannes Baumann,
|
Police since 19
Councillor Ph.
ment of the Interior,

*2)

: EH dDdcrry Gbgistmas to all our 'IReaders
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Dr. Baumann was born in Herisau (Appen-
zell) 64 years ago. He received his schooling in
Berne and later on studied law at the Universities
m Leipzig, Berne, Zurich and Basle.

On  obtaining the degree of doctor juris
wtrinsque he returned to his native town Herisau,
where he received a judgeship (Verhorrichter),
which post he relinquished six years later in order
to enter the cantonal government of which he
remained a member for 26 years. Dr. Baumann
was four times elected ¢ Landammann » (head of
the cantonal government.)

In 1911 he entered Parliament (States Coun-
c¢il) where he soon made a name for himselt as the
leader of the Liberal fraction. In 1934 he was
clected a member of the Federal Government in
succession to Dr. Hiberlin, who had resigned. In
the army he reached the rank of colonel of In-
fantry.

NEW VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE SWISS
CONFEDERATION — DR. PHILLIPP ETTER.
The newly elected Vice-President of the Swiss

Confederation, Dr. Philipp Etter, was born in
Menzingen (Zug) and is 46 years old.

in 1918 as a
vears later
1930 he

He started his political career
member of the ** Kantonsrat,” four
he entered the cantonal government, in

was elected a member of Parliament (States
Council).
Dr. Ltter was elected a member of ihe
Federal Government in 1934,
NEW FEDERAL JUDGE.
The Federal Assembly has elected Dr. Adolt

Ziegler as a member of the Supreme Court in sue-
i to Dr. C. Jaeger, who has recently re-

Dr. Ziegler was born in 1890 in Lichtensteig ;
he attended the ** Kantonsschule ™ in Frauenfeld
and later on studied law at the Universities of
Berne, Leipzig and Heidelberg. After the con-
clusion of his studies he was for some time prac-
tising as an advocate in St. Gall. In 1920 he was
elected secretary to the Federal Court in Lau-
sanne, and later on, Clerk of the Supreme Court,
a post which he has held for the last twelve years.
Dr. Ziegler
dealing with matters of law.

A SWISS BANK’'S MORATORIUM.

A six-months’” moratorium on certain liabili-
ties has heen ited to the Schweizerische Spar
und l\lmlllh.nlk (B .mque Suisse d'Epargne et de
Crédit) by the Swiss Federal Couneil.

The bank was founded a year ago, with a
shave capital of Frs.13,400,000 (£620,000) to con-
tinue the husiness of the re-organised Banque Co-

operative Suisse. It has now been found by the
directors that the re-organisation was incom-

plete.
The moratorium will be in force as from 17th
December.

CITY SWISS CLUB.

Messieurs les membres sont avisés que

7
L’ASSEMBLEE MENSUELLE

aura lieu Mardi 4 Janvier au Restaurant PAGANI>

42, Great Portland Street, W,1. et sera précédée

d’'un souper a 7h. 15 précises (prix 5/-).

ORDRE DU JOUR:

Procés-verbal. Démissions.

Admissions. Divers.

Pour faciliter les arrangements, les participants
sont priés de bien vouloir s’inscrire au plus tot
aupres de Monsieur P. F. Boehringer, 23, Leonard
Street, E.C.2. (Téléphone: Clerkenwell 9595).

Le Comiteé.

BB LRl

is the author of a great many works "
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Banking creditors at sight are not affected;
the service of interest must be maintained under
the moratorium and bills of exchange met on pre-
sentation.  The bank’s business is being con-
tinued.

MARCEL BENOIST PRIZE 1936.

The Marcel Benoist F oule(wn has bestowed
the ** Marcel Benoist Prize > tfor 1936 on Doctor
Banotti from Bedigliora (Ticino), late Pro-
I(\\\m of Medicine at the University in Berne.

LOCAL.

VAUD.
has occurred in Lausanne of Dr.
a Clerk of the Federal

The death
Oscar Dippen, since 192
Tribunal, at the age of 43.

* * *

M. Fernando Pedrini, from Biasca, has been
elected President of the Federal Insurance Tri-
bunal in Lausanne.

GRISONS.
The death is reported of M. Thomas Dorta,
President of the community of Samaden, and a
member of the Grand Council, at the age of 64.

ZUG.
M. Josef Kniisel (Risch) @ member of the
cantonal government for the last 40 years, has
celebrated his 70th birthday anniversa M.

Kniisel was three times ©* Landammann.

‘“OLD FOLKS” CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON.
This unique function in the London Swiss

Colony took place at the ** Foyer Suisse,”” Upper

Bedford Place, W.C., on Saturday last.

Every vear the Committee of Management of
the Foyer Suisse sends out invitations to Swiss
who have attained their 65th year, this is the only
qualitication ; there is no difference made whether

they are blessed with worldly goods or whether
they are poor.  Althongh the above mentioned

qualification does not yvet entitle me to partake
of this Luncheon ** by right,” T have nevertheless
been lucky to attend this enjoyable gathering for
the last ftive or six years as a guest. —

It so often happens, that members of the
Colony, who, owing to their getting on in years,
or to misfortune are unable to take anymore an
active part in the Colony, they, like a well-known
English soldier’s song says: ** Fade away.”

And vet,

how many,
they have been forgotten
and in their loneliness,
one of the less agreeable sides of old age, they
have at times felt bitter that nobody seems to
cure anymore for them.

Tt is therefore all the more to the ecredit of
the Management of the Foyer Suisse, that they at

have deeply felt, that
by their compatriots,
which unfortunately is

| least show them that they are not forgotten, and
I congratuiate them on this ©* beau geste,”” which

1 so much appreciated.

This year's attendance was bigger than ever,
I have been told that over 60 of our compatriots
were preseit, some of those who I met during the
last few years, have grown older, and got a little
S whiter,” and alas, some of my old friends, are
no- more amongst us, they have gone to their
eternal rvest, where they have found the peace
hich we so sadly need in these times.

Yes, some have grown old and perhaps a
little tired, and yet, when they looked at the
jovely Nmas tree and when they listened to those
old, and yet ever young Xmas melodies, which
pe \‘ aps they had sung, many, many years ago, as
in our beloved country, they once again,
it only for a few moments, felt young, their eyes
Lrightened up and many a tear was secretly wiped

: s ol in age but ever young in attache-
ment o our o antry. Life has treated some none
to ndly, T many a dream has been shattered.

but whatever pranks destiny has played on them.
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hardship and disappointment was forgotten, they
were happy in a companionship of mutual under-
standing.
There was
make one hapy

of course, everything there -to

v, congenial company and a fine
luncheon, consisting of soup, fish, turkey, Xmas
pmldm,.,. sweets, fruit and even cigarettes and
cigars: in addition the Hall was beautitully
decorated, and [ wish to pay a special compli-
ment to the young lady who looked after the
decorations, and whilst I am handing out compli-
ments, T wish to mention that the young ladies
who so efficiently served, where very kind and
considerate to the old people, they were full of
smiles and I am sure it added to the **brightness™
of the gathering.

The presence of the Swiss Minister, who
seldom misses an ** Old Folks Ximas Luncheon ™
gave the party a certain cuché, he addressed the
gathering m a ** homely " manner, and much
hilarity was caused, when Monsienr Paravicini
suggested, that next year a dance should be held
after the Luncheon. He informed the company
that the Silver Medal presented on this occasion,
by the House Committee, to the oldest member
present, would go to Mrs. Maria Halter who will
be 84 years old on Xmas Day. The Medal depicts
on one side an eagle perched on a rock, and bears
the following biblical quotation: ‘¢ They shall
mount up on wings like eagles * and on the other
side the name and birthday of the recipient.

Mr. F. G. Sommer, extended to the guests
a hearty welcome on behall of the Committee of
Management, he recalled the lamented death of
Pastenr Hoffmann-de Visme, who on so many
oceasions had eloquently addressed this gather-
ing. Pasteur U. Emery also spoke a few words,
and oave a reading from the scripture.

But there were not only speeches, a musical
programme had been arranged by a number of
charming young Ladies, and that their Kindness
was greatly appreciated was proved by the warm
applause which their performance earned.

And so ended once again one of the most sue-
cessful Xmas Luncheons to our ** Old Folks ™ to
be present at such a function is a pleasure which
I would not miss for anythii because it
pleasure, and it does us ** youngsters SNAE:
of good to see how onr old people still love their
country, and how, at the eventide of their earthly
pilgrimage their attachment to it is, if anything.
growing stronger.

The Committee of Management of the Foyer
Suisse, as well as the Staft of the Foyer, are to
be congratulated on their splendid arrangement,
this day will, T am sure, be remembered by many
who were privileged to attend.

ST.

UNIONE TICINESE.
35th Annual Concert and Ball in aid of the
“Fonds de Secours.”

PAGANI'S, December |5th, 1937.

¢ Cheer up, Joe! said I to an old, but still
very strong acquaintance who is really quite a
ﬁuu(l sort despite the parallel wrinkles, as deep
as the ruts of an ill-tended country lane, that
traverse his forehead, and despite also a face as
depressing as an October sky.
¢ Christmas s round the corner. Joe: you
and T should by now be getting down seriously
to the business of making merry,”” T ventured en-
couragingly.
: a chuckle, followed by the
mas again eh — to me it is
are halfway through the
there’s never anything

The response we
mournful reply :*¢
just a sign that we
tunnel part of the year
new ; I'm bored stiff.”

It 1001\9(1 a hopeless case w hen a helpful idea
came to me : ** Come on, Joe, come along to-night
to Pagani's; th(' ¢« Unione Ticinese > are having
a do, dud \ou may enjoy yourself.”” Somewhat
reluctantly Joe agreed, and later kept his word.

To turn now to the serious business of re-
porting (may the kind reader pardon the flippant

Peintures a l'huile
Paysages Suisses.

Pour éviter risques de transporf et
difficultés d’exportation, nous céderions
3 prix avantageux un.lot de superbes
peintures & I'huile richement encadrées.
Paysages de Suisse et du Tyrol
Voir la collection auprés de la maison
d’expédition GROWE & Co., (London) Ltd.,
37, Upper Thames St., London, E.C.4.
(IC/E DEPARTMENT).

introduction), the 35th Annual Concert and Ball,
organized by the ** Unione Ticinese ** in aid of
the “ Fonds de Secours ”” — to give the ** do
in question its official designation — provided an
évening of sound entertainment in the most
|b|(‘4l\‘lll|. surroundings.  No need to allude here
to that atmosphere of cordial friendliness that
is the hallmark of all the “Ticinese” gatherings;
indeed hardly anybody present can have escaped
the illusion ol taking part in a big family party,
such was the informality of the proceedings. Yet
this year, in spite of the established popularity
of the function, the attendance figure did not
attain last year's record, kept down possibly by
such diverse causes as becalmed stock markets,
sinister events lurking on the political horizon, or
mayhe even 'NXmas preparations in most house-
holds.  Whatever the real cause might have been,
the  moderate attendance undoubtedly disap-
pointed in view especially of the philanthropic
object, and also n view of the great effort made
by the Organizing Committee in order fo make
the evening the success it well deserved to be. If
your reporter be allowed to voice a personal
opinion, the list of events in the Colony in the
past three months has been a heavy one, and any-
body who might have tried to * do’ the lot
might have found himself gasping for breath.
Nevertheless, the fewer the merrier, seemed to
be the watchword, and more than one item of a
well chosen programme was encored.

The artists proved a workmanlike,
efficient lot.
when

vet highly
Toni struck a characteristic note
Le started off with an accordeon recital of
popular Ttalian tunes, and later demonstrated his
skill as a one-man-band assisted by Yento, the
moneky, who smartly saluted every time his
master completed a piece.

At school the axiom that a straight line is the

shortest distance between two points used to
prefude an hour of uwnmitigated dullness.  But
not so the lines drawn with lightning rapidity

by Mr. Rupert Harvey's crazy crayon, which
proveked wave upon wave of mirth as they
brought before our astonished eves the likenes
of outstanding members of the audience. Particu-
Larly brilliant were, however, a scientific study of
ladies (** Under the blue hat ') and, oh, a whole
row of marching guardsmen ; this t drawn by
Mr. Havvey whilst the audience at instigation
whistled the refrain of the Grenadier marching
tine,

But the evening’s * tour (\(* force ' belongs
to Miss Iva Cattaneo, the * Ticinest's 77 own
soprano, for at various appear: ances she sang a
number of classical and popular arias, with all
the charm and perfection we are now wont to ex-
pect from lier, thongh battling in between whiles
with an importunate headache. Music in May"™
which, with another song, she executed with
characteristic gusto during an interval in the
dance held her hearers envaptured.

Miss  Violetta  Montuschi,
Nignorina Cattaneo with
piano of two classical excerpts of
kind, revealed a high ability to handle the key-
board.  Unfortunately the titles went unan-
nounced, but we hope we shall have the privilege
of hearing her again in the near future. .

who  followed
the execution on the
the lighter

A singing tone and a happy lyrical style seem
to be natural with Mr. Ch. Katz, the violin
virtuoso; on the platform, during the supper.
and again in the course of the dance he valiantly
and successtully performed to add to our musical
entertainment.

The President of the ** Unione Ticinese,” the
genial Mr. Oscar Gambazzi, butted in to make an
impassioned appeal on behalf of the ** Fouds de

Secours,” pointing: out that through a succession
of adverse circumstances the finances of this

deserving Institution had undergone, during the
current year, a severe strain. Monsieur R. Dupraz
the President of the ** Fonds de Secours,” replied
briefly to thank Signor Gambazzi for his appeal
and the ** Unione Ticinese ™ for their loyal sup-
port of his Society's activities.

The Organizing Committee, who are to be
commended for an excellent effort, wish to thank
most heartily from these columns two anonymous
gentlemen * from Hampstead.” A hitch in the
otherwise impeccable arrangements caused the
diners to be regaled by the band whereas the keen
dancers who had sacrificed an exquisite meal on
the altar of Terpsichore were left stranded. The
said gentlemen with admirable ** sang froid ™
gallantly stepped ‘into the breach to supply the
all-important means.

Spurred on by the band, the official one which
finally arrived amid vigorous clapping, itching
feet found plenty of scope in a rich succession of
dances, from which the indispensable Paul Jones
was not excluded.

All in all it was a most enjoyable evening,
even though our friend Joe would not be prepared
to admit it readily. One might have caught
glimpses of him whirling around the parquet,
delicate arms eclasped around him, blonde,
brunette; no trace of the parallel furrow-like

wrinkles, but a blissful grin lighting up his
features as brightly as the May sunshine.

A merry Christmas to all from
eusj.

WE SHALL BE HAPPY TO
WELCOME YOU AT THE

MYLLET ARMS

WESTERN AVENUE, (opposite Hoovers).
PERIVALE.

s ss ss ss
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DINNER DANCE EVERY NIGHT.
EXCELLENT CUISINE.
COCKTAIL BAR.

g.mmgcwasmacw Ll 20 aCa

SPECIAL GALA NIGHTS.
New Years Eve 25/
Boxing Night 10/6

Proprietor. Mr. A. Widmer. Rest. Manager. Mr. A. Rhyn

Telephones :
Office Perivale 4793. Restaurant Perivale 2427.
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I, Gerrard Place, London, W.I. @
&

BOXING DAY CRAND BALL
Monday. 27th, December 1937
In the Club-house, from 8.30 p.m. until 2 a.m.

Admission by ticket only, 2s. 6d. each. Proceeds for

the benefit of the SOCIETY'’S sick fund.

NEW YEARS EVE,
GRAND BALL & CARNIVAL
In the Club-house, from 8.30 p.m. until 2 a.m.
Admission by ticket only, 3s.6d. each.

v Extention applied for both occasions, and
g many other attractions arranged : Refreshments
% at usual prices.
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SWITZERLAND

£ now buys 40% more Swiss money

yet—

® no formalities with money
prices to suit every pocket
quality remains unimpaired
short and inexpensive journey
direct rail and air services

cheap petrol for motorists

holiday centres for all seasons

Best value in Holiday Travel

INFORMATION from the Swiss Railways & State
Travel Bureau, |1-B Regent Street, London, S.W.1

00000000000

W. WETTER

@ine Importer.
67, GRAFTON STREET, FITZROY SQ., W.1
BOTTLED IN SWITZERLAND.

per Doz. 24/2 Per Doz
Uais Dezaley .. .. .. 54k

Clos du Mont

endant .. .. 48- 50/~ Dole Red
White Neuchitel .. 44/- 52/- Sion ... 56/-
Red Neuchatel ... . 54/ —

As supplied fo the Swiss Clubs, Swiss Hotels and
Restaurants and the Catering Dept. of the London
Zoological Society, Regents Park & Whipsnade

Nett Cash. Carriage paid for London.
COUNTRY ORDERS MUST BE PREPAID.

ALL ORDERS EXECUTED IMMEDIATELY.

T



	"Old folks" Christmas luncheon

