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FEDERAL.

SWITZERLAND AND OIL EMBARGO.
M. Motta, Swiss delegate to the League has

reported to the Federal Council On the results
of the recent deliberations on the question of
sanctions and on the proposals for bringing about
the cessation of hostilities in Abyssinia.

M. Motta had interviews with various dele-
gates attending the meetings of the Committee
of Eighteen and the Committee of Thirteen,
notably with M. Flandin and the representatives
of the Little Entente, in which lie sought to find
out the risks that might arise for Switzerland
from the application of an oil embargo. The
inquiries were made from the European point of
view in general but particularly from the point
of view of Switzerland as a country with a
guaranteed neutrality, as one of the principal
transit countries to be affected, and as a direct
neighbour of Italy. M. Motta's report and the
attitude adopted by the Swiss delegation to the
League were unanimously approved by the
Federal Council.

Swiss opinion is awaiting with some anxiety
the outcome of the present peace initiative and
particularly the attitude likely to be adopted by
Italy. M. Motta lias denied that he made any
special dé/uarobe to M. Flandin when the latter
was in Geneva recently as to the difficulties which
might arise for Switzerland if the oil embargo
were imposed against Italy, or that he expressed
the fear that Switzerland might leave the League,
though he admitted that he had represented the
Swiss case quite fairly.

SWISS REVENUE RETURNS.
The returns of the Swiss Federal Govern-

ment for the financial year 1935 show that
revenue amounted to 485,300,000 Swiss francs
(£32,300,000), which was 18,500,000 Swiss francs
(£1,230,000) below expenditure. The budget pro-vided for a deficit of 41,500,000 Swiss francs
(£2,700,000), so that the final results show an
improvement of 23,000,000 Swiss francs
(£1,530,000), compared with the original budget
estimates.

ENGLISHWOMAN'S LEGACY TO SWITZERLAND.
The Swiss Federal Council decided to accept

a generous gift in the will of the late Mrs.
Barton, a granddaughter of Sir Robert Feel and
widow of the former British Consul in Geneva,
who (lied in December last.

Mrs. Barton, who in her lifetime was a
generous benefactor of the town, left lier valu-
able property on the lake to the Swiss Confedera-
tion. The Federal Council has not, however,
decided as yet to what purpose the property shall
be put.

Mrs. Barton was one of the best-known per-
sonalities of Geneva. Her salons were attended
by all the statesmen of the world. The Victoria
Hall, where all the principal concerts in Geneva
take place, was presented by her husband, and a
street is called after him.

SWISS NATIONAL BANK.
During the week ended March 7th, the gold

reserve of the Swiss National Bank increased
30,000,000f., mostly owing to repayment of loans
issued in Switzerland 011 behalf of foreign rail-
ways. The gold reserve 011 March 7th stood at
1,475,000,000f., against a bank note circulation
of 1,249,000,OOOf. The gold reserve represented
84.7 per cent, of all the engagements of the Bank.

SWISS COLONIES PLAN.
Switzerland is hoping to found colonies in

South America. That is envisaged in the report
of a mission sent to that Continent with the
support of the Swiss Federal Council.

In addition to the emigration of individual
Swiss of means, the establishment during the
next year of small Swiss settlements, each of be-
tween 10 and 30 families, is proposed in Southern
Brazil, the Argentine, and Paraguay.

LOCAL.
BERNE.

Dr. Fritz Hess from Wald (Zurich) lias been
appointed General Secretary of the Swiss Federal
Railways, in succession to Dr. Cottier, who was
recently appointed Manager of the 3rd district
of the S.F.B.

Dr. Hess, who is 41 years of age, has studied
at the University of Zurich, and has been for the
last ten years in the administration of the Swiss
Federal Railways.

* * *
The 18 year old glider pilot Fahrni from

Bienne, crashed with his machine from a height
of 35m ; he was killed outright.

* * *
Dr. W. Thormann, at present Director of the

"Schweizerische Käseunion" has been appointed
Director of the " Molkereischule Rütti-Zolli-
kofen."

ZURICH.
The death lias occurred of Dr. A. Baum-

gartner, Professor of languages at the Technical
University in Zurich, at the age of 92. Professor
Baumgartner was the author of a large number
of language teaching books.

On the occasion of his 80th birthday anniver-
sary the University of Zurich bestowed the decree
of doctor tioworis raasa upon him.

* * *
M. Emil Bader, since 1901, Manager of the

Gas and Water Works' at Winterthur, has died
at the age of 66.

VAUD.
The Canton of Vaud is asking up a loan of

10,000,OOOf. to cover current needs. Bonds of
500f. and l,000f. are being issued at 99.4 per cent.,
plus 0.6 per cent, tax ; they will bear interest at

per cent. The loan matures 011 April 15th,
1950, but the right is reserved to repay part or
the whole amount on or after April 15tli, 1941.

AARGAU.
Through the death of M. E. Isler, which

occurred at a clinic in Lugano, the canton of
Aargau has lost one of its outstanding persouali-
ties. M. Isler studied law at the Universities of
Lausanne, Heidelberg, Göttingen, Berlin and
Paris. lie established himself as an advocate in
Wohlen (1873) and later 011 in Aarau (1891).
At the early age of 29 he entered the Grand Coun-
cil of his native canton, and four years later he
entered Parliament (Nat. Council). In 1890 he
was elected States Councillor (Ständerat) to
which lie belonged until 1933. M. Isler was a
doctor /lo/ior/.s r«a.s-a of the University of Basle.

THURGAU.
The late Mme. Stäheli-Scherrer, from

Fetziloh, has bequeathed an amount of 10,000 frs.
to various charitable institutions in the canton
of Thurgau.

ST. GALLEN.
The well-known historian, Gottlieb Felder,

has celebrated his 70tli birthday anniversary. On
this occasion the University of Zurich has con-
ferred the decree of doctor izonor/.s' cau.sa upon
M. Felder.

OBWALDEN.
M. Maria Odermatt, National Councillor and

a former " Landammann " has celebrated his
70th birthday anniversary. M. Odermatt has
been since 1914 a member of the cantonal govern-
ment, lie entered Parliament in 1924 and has
thus, for many years, rendered great services to
his native canton and to the Swiss Confedera-
tion.

LA POLICE FEDERALE.
Voici donc la police fédérale constituée. Elle

est placée sous la haute direction du procureur
général de la Confédération et a à sa tête un
fonctionnaire très distingué et très actif, M.
Balsiger. M. Max Maurer, jusqu'ici adjoint au
chef de la police de Baie-Campagne, a été nommé
commissaire. On lui a donné quatre collabora-
tears, choisis pariai des policiers qui ont fait
leurs preuves dans les polices cantonales, et qui
porteront le titre d'inspecteurs. Apaisons im-
îiiédiateni'eiit les craintes des fédéralistes les plus
chatouilleux : ce 11e seront pas des émissaires
chargés d'inspecter les polices cantonales! Il
faut donner à ce titre la signification qu'on lui
attribue en France, où un inspecteur de police est
simplement un agent d'un certain grade.

File remarque s'impose d'emblée : on s'est
montré modeste, au département de justice et
police, puisque l'on n'a même nommé autant de
fonctionnaires que l'arrêté, voté l'an dernier, en
prévoyait, et (pie l'on se contente, pour le 1110-

ment, de cinq. C'est que l'on a dessein de faire
d'abord l'expérience de cet organisme embrvon-

naire. Si cela devenait nécessaire, on pourrait
procéder par la suite à des nominations supplé-
mentaires ; mais la chose n'est pas envisagée
pour l'instant.

Le rôle de la police fédérale a été défini avec
assez de précision au moment où la création de ce
service fut décidée. Inutile donc d'y revenir.
Tout le monde sait qu'elle 11e doit en aucun cas
se substituer aux polices cantonales, mais qu'elle
a pour but spécial de " suivre " les affaires in-
téressant la sécurité de la Confédération, notam-
meut les cas d'espionnage ou d'agissements
suspects d'étrangers sur notre territoire. Des
incidents dont on a gardé la mémoire ont montré
que, très souvent, les cantons ne disposent pas
des moyens indispensables en pareille matière.
Les machinations que la Suisse a intérêt à sur-
prendre et à empêcher se ramifient un peu par-
tout dans le pays ; d'où la nécessité d'une action
méthodique et concertée.

Mais la police fédérale, formant une sorte de
central de renseignements, se tiendra en liaison
constante avec les polices des cantons. Ses in-
speeteurs entreront en contact avec celles-ci,
pour procéder h des enquêtes. Très sagement, on
a renoncé à délimiter et à réglementer d'une
manière excessive son fonctionnement : au fur et
à mesure, on verra si son fonctionnement est
satisfaisant, et. cas échéant, s'il y a lieu de le
perfectionner. C'est pourquoi l'on s'est gardé de
constituer une véritable " troupe " de policiers
fédéraux.

A Berne, on se déclare très optimiste sur la
question, assurément fort délicate, de la col-
laboration avec les cantons, et l'on espère que
ceux-ci comprendront que nul 11e songe à empiéter
sur leurs attributions. D'ailleurs, si des difficul-
tés surgissaient, ici ou là, elles fourniraient
précisément l'occasion d'une mise au point du
rouage. Mais, en raison même du rôle stricte-
ment délimité qui lui est confié, il 11e semble pas
que la police fédérale doive provoquer des conflits
de compétence.

Il n'est pas étonnant que la nomination des
" inspecteurs " et du commissaire ait quelque
peu tardé. L'arrêté ouvrant le concours date du
29 novembre dernier. Il laissait naturellement
un certain délai aux candidats : et ceux-ci se sont
trouvés exceptionnellement nombreux, non seule-
ment parmi les agents en fonction dans les polices
cantonales, mais même parmi les particuliers à
la recherche d'une " position sociale." Il va de
soi qu'on à écarté d'emblée les offres des Sherlock
nolmes obéissant à une vocation subite et que
l'on n'a retenu que celles d'hommes rompus au
métier. Ils formaient tout, de même une assez
belle cohorte pour qu'un examen minutieux s'im-
posât.

La tâche est importante et malaisée. L'opi-
nion publique souhaite vivement que l'on prenne
des mesures Sévères contre tous les indésirables
qui se livrent, à la faveur de nos lois libérales, à
de louches besognes de propagande, voire qui
ourdissent à la barbe des autorités de véritables
complots. Si la police fédérale exerce à cet égard
la surveillance vigilante que l'on attend -d'elle,
il se vérifiera que sa création correspondait à un
besoin réel. Acceptons-en l'augure.

Léow 8'aj-a/'?/.

(Tribune de Genève).

The Twentieth

Swiss Industries Fair
will be held at

BASLE
April 18th — April 28th, 1936.

for Information apply to :

THE COMMERCIAL DIVISION OF

THE SWISS LEGATION,
18, Montagu Place, Bryanston Square, W.1.

or to :

THE SWISS BANK CORPORATION,
99, Gresham Street, E.C.2; or at Basle.

Information regarding Travelling facilities may
be obtained from :

THE SWISS FEDERAL RAILWAYS,
11b, Regent Street, S.W.1.
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