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Farewell Dinner to Dr.

Nearly forty members and friends of the
Swiss Mercantile Society assembled at Pagani’s
on Tuesday last, to take leave of Dr. Riifenacht,
1st Secretary of Legation, who, after a four years
stay in London, is returning to the Political De-
partment in Berne,

Owing to the short notice which was given,
many members of the Colony, who would un-
doubtedly have liked to have been present, were
unable to attend, but we are glad to say, that the
gathering was nevertheless a representative one.

We heartily congratulate the Swiss Mercan-
tile Society on h(nmg given the Colony an oppor-
tunity to say good-bye to one of our compatriots,
who has by his tact and conscientious work en-
deared himself to all who have come in contact
with him.—

Four years is not a very long time, and there-
fore it is all the more to the credit of Dr.
Riifenacht, that he has been able, in this rela-
tively short span, to make so many friends, who
genuinely regret his departure.

To be quite frank the atmosphere at the be-
ginning of the gathering was rather mournful,
and reminded me of those awful moments, when
the members of that honourable profession of
undertakers produce the ** corpse:” but I am
glad to say that before long things brightened up

considerably. due to some excellent and witty
speeche 1d last but not least, to a fine dinner
served by Pagani

It must have been very gratifying not only

to Dr. Riifenacht, but also to the Council of the
S8.M.8., that our Minister, Monsieur €. R.
Paravicini has honoured this gathering by Ins

presence. Iu addition there were present also
two of M. Riifenacht’s collaborators, M. de
Bourg, Counscllor of Legation and M. Hilfiker,
Vice-Consul and Chancellor.

Towards the end of the dinner, the customary
toasts to 1. M. the King and to Switzerland were
duly proposed by the Minister, and honoured by
the company.

It gees without saying, that one, if not the
principal factor at a Farewell dinner, ave the
speeches, these were numerous but all very short
and sweet, and 1t was a pl re to listen to them.

M. Steinmann ,who has for the last two years
presided with such skill and efticiency over the
Swiss  Mercantile Society, opened the oratorial
part by saying :

Dr.

Riifenacht,

In the name of the Swiss Mercantile
Society it is my great pleasure, first to wel-
come you most heartily to this little gathering,
met together to celebrate in your honour.

We are all conscious of the services that
you have given, willingly, freely and without
stint, to our Society and I am certain we
should endeavour to emulate your example.

To-night our gathering together, in this
way is not merely an excuse to eat and drink,
but a sincere mark of the esteem in which you
are held by all of us, particularly as you, Sir,
have given your time to us from a life already
fully utilised in serving the Mother Country
in a very important capacity.

You are leaving us; creating the vacant
chair of a trusted and beloved friend, in order
to give still more service to Switzerland in an
important post in the Homeland. Some of us
— nay, all of us — will envy you in your being
back hume again.

The second part of my pleasant duty is to
wish you all the success you could wish your-
self in your new post.

We are not saddened by your removal from
among us — we are glad that the opportunity
is yours, to move up another rung on the ladder
of success.

Fortunately for us we have a certain com-
pensation for which to be thankful. Mr.
Rezzonico who takes your place, has given
sroof already that he is, equally with you, Sir,
well-disposed towards our Society.

The fact, that you and your successor, take
such voluntary and keen interest in us as a
Society, proves that the Swiss Mercantile
Society is playing an important and applem-
ated role in the constant work of serving the
welfare ‘of our countrymen and upholding the
fair name of our country.

W.

on TUESDAY,; JULY 30th, at
Pagani‘s Restaurant.

Ladies and Gentlemen, will you rise and
join me in toasting the health, wealth and suc-
sces of our Guest of the evening and wishing
him ¢ Bon Voyage!”’

These few words, which expressed the feel-
ings of the members and guests very aceurately,
received much applause.

The next speaker was the Swiss Minister,
Monsieur (. R. Paravicini, who, aceomplished
after-dinner speaker as he is, managed to bring
a congenial atmosphere into the gathering. “The
duties of a Swiss Minister * he said, ‘“ are mani-
fold, some are agreeable, some awkward or even
hard, whilst others were easy ; whatever they ave,
they have to be performed.” The Minister then
referred to farewell-speeches as coming under the
heading of awkward duties to perform, but on
this occasion he would greatly deplore it not to
perform his duty. My friend, Dr. Riifenacht,”
he continued *‘ is a diplomat who goes from one

place to another, and on such occasions there will |

be farewell speeches and often articles in the
papers.”  The Minister then referred to some
recent articles which appeared in the Press about
two
described having veached perfection in- their
sphere of activity, although the facts were some-
how different, *‘ that is,”’ the speaker said, ‘* how
public opinion 1s worked by publicity.”” He then
said, ** Well T think in this instance my friend
Mr. Riifenacht can be absolutely calm and reas-
sured.  Whatever 1 may say about him is entirely
in accordance with facts.  You know that the
saying goes that a man only has real pleasure in
listening to what you say.about him on two
occasions of his life, One, when he is a bride-
groom, on the day of his wedding. Everybody
says nice things about him:. The other is when
he is in the hearse to be buried. A real farewell
speech is always a eulogy. In the present in-
stance it must absolutely be nice, but in accord-
ance with fac He is not. going to be buried.
He is gomg to rise to new life in a career which
he has brilliantly started. I, personally, regret
the departure because he is the kind of colleague
whom one wishes to work with. He is a comfort
to every chief. You know that he is intelligent
and helpful, always does what he can for everyone
and you know that he works as he ought to work.
In my experience with him when I have told him
what is to be done about such and such a matter,
Lie goes up silently into his oftice and he does it as
1t ought to be done. He does not ask questions,
he does it all by himselt. I can tell you that when
he does not ask me how things are to be done they
are done better. Well, my friends, that is the
kind of man one wants at the Legation. Now we

diplomats of his acquaintance who were |

see him go, we shall have to do without him. Al}
that we can do is to wish him success. We all |

know that he will live up to the mark. He now
goes to that place where the destinies of our coun-
tl v are dealt with, his activity will be a valuable
contribution in the working of the destinies of
Switzerland. We wish him all the success and we
are already convinced that if he goes on as he has
gon on so far he will go up the ladder of success,
as your President said, and he will eventually
occupy a position which was so brilliantly occu-
pied by his late Lxmulted fathér to the full satis-
faction of his country.’

This witty tribute which the Minister paid
to his departing collaborator was greatly appre-
ciated by the company, which gave vent to their
feelings by loud applause.

In order to allow the various speakers ‘ to
collect their thoughts,”” Mr. v. Bergen sang a few
songs in his masterful way, accompanied by Mr.
Chappuis, and the compliments which the
Minister paid to the two artistes were well
merited.

The President then announced that the guest
of the evening wishes to say a few words; on
rising Dr. Riifenacht received a hearty ovation,
he said:

There are, broadly speaking, two kinds or
varieties of diplomats, the more sedate ones
who, after a certain while settle down quietly
in a more or less agreeable post and seldom
move or are moved again, and the more restless
ones, who go roaming from country to country
and from capital to capital. It is not always
inclination or personal choice that makes the
ones change their post more often than the
others, it is mostly hte decreed by the high
authorities at home.

As far as I am concerned, T am bound to
say that apparently I belong to the second

Ruefenacht,

kind, having been in the last ten years in
Washington, Warsaw, Berlin and twice in
Berne. Now I go back to our Foreign Office
again and who knows for how long?

But although I seem to belong to the roam-
ing type, 1 had really settled down quite nicely
in London and I should have enjoyed a longer
stay. Speaking from my own experience, it
somehow takes longer to get used to London
and its ways than to other cities. On the other
hand, once one has found one’s way it seems
harder to leave again. London somehow grows
on you and is very reluctant to let you go. I
have indeed been very happy here, and I am
sorry to have to leave after four years, first at
Queen Anne Street and now at Montagu Place,
and I feel particularly sad at the thought that
to-night my official leave-taking is beginning
already.

The Swiss Mercantile Society in kindly
arranging this farewell-dinner, and all of you
who are present to-night, do me great honour
and Lam deeply touched by this sign of esteem.
But I do not only wish to thank you for to-
night, but also tor all the kindness you have
shown me since I came to London and which
has made my time here such a pleasant one.

I hardly dare thank the Chairman and
Monsieur le Ministre for the very kind words
they have said about me and to me; I know
only too well that I have not merited such
laudatory epithets. After all T have only tried
to do my duty but I realise to-day how many
things could have been done in a better or more
efficient way. However I can honestly say
that I have at least learnt quite a lot and in
this respect I owe special gratitude to you,
Monsieur le Ministre. I am very thankful for
the many ways in which you have helped and
guided me, and I can only hope that I go back
to Berne a better man than when I came here!

At the same time I also wish to thank my
colleagues of the Legation for the unfailing
kindness and patience they have shown to me.
We have had a very happy time and I shall
miss them very much.

My duties as Commercial Attaché have
naturally brought me into closer contact with
the Swiss Mercantile Society than with any
other of our Swiss Societies. I have been
honoured through being asked to attend the
meetings of the Education Committee, and I
have been a regular guest at the Student’s Ban-
quet and Ball at Chllstmas which has always
been an enjoyable affair. My attendance at
the Education Committee Meetings has
afforded me. I dare say, a better insight in
the affairs of the College and I had an oppor-
tunity of seeing at first hand the many difficult
problems with which the Swiss Mercantile
Society has to deal. If I have been able to be
of any help, T am only too glad of it.

It is fortunately yet too early to say good-
bye and T will not say good-bye to you anyhow
but ‘“ au revoir,”” because I hope that those of
you who find their way to Berne will come and
see me at the Palais Fédéral to have a little
chat, and admire the glorious view of the Alps,
provided they are clear!

In the meantime, I just wish to thank all
of you once more for the kindness you have
shown to me during the last four years and
especially to-night.

_Mr. De Brunner, one of the Trustees of the
Swiss  Mercantile Society then addressed the
gathering as follows :

As former President under whose régime
the College of the Swiss Mercantile Society
was founded I am particularly happy to asso-
ciate myselt with the expressions of gratitude
50 ably expressed by our President, Mr. Stein-
mann, as well as by Monsieur le Ministre
who 1'el>1esentu our 0'10110115 country through
whose help our less Mercantile Society is
able to offer our young compatriots a start in
life. T for one regret very mueh that we lose in
you, Dr. Riifenacht, a very, very staunch sup-
porter of the aims that the Swiss Mercantile
Society has set itself. I sincerely hope, you
will interpret in Berne our desires in f(nelgn
lands to show ourselves in such a light that we
command esteem from whatever nation we may
be attached to for the time being; otherwise
England would not take such an interest in
whatever we are doing. We have had visits from
the Mayor of St. Pancras and the Swiss Mer-
cantile Society’s students have been received
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by the Mayor of Cambridge. They are demon-
strations, that, whatever we do here in London
has been of a national character, worthy to be
followed. I hope that when you are back in
Berne you will be so kind as to mention in the
milien that matters, the objects which we
Swiss are pursuing here as real ambassadors
of Swiss in foreign lands. We are fortunate,

much as we regret your departure, Dr.
Riifenacht, to have as your successor Dr.

Rezzonico, who for many years showed himself
a staunch supporter of our Society and we
know we shall be able to rely on his co-opera-
tion. I associate myself with the feelings that
have been expressed in wishing you a safe re-
turn and best of luck in your future career.

CITY SWISS CLUB.

Messieurs les membres sont avisés que

L’ASSEMBLEE MENSUELLE

aura lieu le 6 AOUT au Restaurant PAGANI,
42, Great Portland Street, W.1. et sera précédée

d’un souper & 7h 15 précises (prix 5/-).

ORDRE DU JOUR:

Procés-verbal. Démissions.
Admissions. Divers.

Pour faciliter les arrangements, le Comité re-
commande aux participants de s’annoncer au plus
t6t & M. P. F. Boehringer, 23, Leonard St. E.C.2

SWISS BANK CORPORATION,

(4 Company limited by Shares incorporated in Switzerland)

99, GRESHAM STREET, E.C.2.
and 1lc, REGENT STREET, SW. 1.

Capital Paid up £6,400,000
Reserves - - £1,560,000

Deposits - - £39,000.000

(Tél. Clerkenwell 9595).

The applause which these words earned had
hardly died down, when the President announced
that Mr. Levy, the popular Headmaster of the
College would say a few words.

Mr. Levy said :

All Descriptions of Banking and
Foreign Exchange Business Transacted

GOOD TAILORING ~

always scores.
Better fit, better cloth and

: : Correspondents in all : :
:: parts of the World. ::

I read some time that some must govern
and rule whilst others must submit and obey.

My daily duty to a great extent is to govern better workmanship mean

and rule with the exception that when I am better  value for  your

at home I must submit and obey. May I add moneys 00000 A 28
Suits from 3} Gms. to 8

my humble words of testimony to those of the
previous speakers of the good work that Dr.
Riifenacht has done, especially for the College
of the Swiss Mercantile Society. From time
to time Dr. Riifenacht came to the College to
see at first hand the work we were doing. 1
may say that whenever visitors come to Swiss
House there is no camouflage. The visitor can
go into any room he pleases. When Dr.
Riifenacht attended the Committee Meetings
on many oceasions he was able to see behind
the scenes, the work which a casual visitor
could not really estimate, I wish to say on be-
half of the College that T thank him for all he
has done for us and the great help he has
given us.  Your Excellency referred to Dr.
Riifenacht’s work at the Legation. 1 presume,
and T do not wish Your Excellency as a diplo-
mat to commit himself that when Dr, Riifén-
acht handed in those reports to you he put at
the bottom those two letters, W.R. which
really meant ¢ weighty records,” records
which gave him a great deal of trouble to draw
up. They were worthy of your consideration
but also I may say that when you, Sir, received
those reports you were relieved from the
trouble of putting anything to it as at the bot-
tom of the document were already those letters
W.R. meaning ‘ wholly reliable.”’ Well, T
presume there are others who would like to add
a testimony to Dr. Riifenacht. T personally am
extremely sorry to lose him for whenever he
came to Swiss House he always had pleasant
words which encouraged one and whenever any
social function was held Dr. Riifenacht was
there to join in our merriment. On all occa-
sions we could rely on his help and we wish
Dr. Riifenacht God Speed and every success
in his new undertaking.

Gns., but you get value for
every penny you pay. Mr.
Prichett is well-known to
the Swiss Colony. Ask to
see him. A SPECIAL DE-
PARTMENT FOR HOTEL
UNIFORMS. Compare our
prices.

W. PRITCHETT

183 & 184, TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, W. 1.

2 mins, from Swiss Mercantile School.

SWITZERLAND

Quickest and shortest through service

London - Basle . 3 hours flight
London - Zurich . . 34 hours flight

Operated with comfortable
Douglas 14-seater Planes by

SWISSAIR
Swiss Air Traffic Co. Ltd.

For detailed information and bockings apply to
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS, London, Telephone Victoria
2211 (day and night), Telegrams IMPAIRLIM, London,
or any authorized TRAVEL AGENT or SWISS
;:EII\D/EIRAL RAILWAYS, 1|l Regent Street, London,

Vbink dolisiowo Oattise”
ot wery meatfhn Aeat KT

HOTELS UNDER SWISS MANAGEMENT

IF ALICE HAD VENTURED TO TELL THE DUCHESS
that we were the most central and yet the quietest hotel
in London, the Duchess would probably have retorted &
“ Off with her head.”
how people refuse to believe our claim for quictude ...

But after that ... they become

Next time you come to London make

ple EGLISE SUISSE (1762),

THE PLAZA HOTEL,
St. Martin’s Street,
LEICESTER SQUARE, W.C.2.

Seriously, though, it is amazing
until

Divine Dervices.

they have stayed here

our best advertise

up your mind to

(Langue frangaise).
70, Endell Street, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.C.2.
(Near New Oxford Street). ’

= . Once you have been you will certainly come again —

M. de Bourg, Counsellor of Legation on - ’
behalf of his colleagues and the Staff at the Lega-
tion, addressed some words of appreciation to Dr.
Riifenacht.

everyone does. In order not to be disappointed as regards
reservations write or 'phone J. Jenny, Resident Managing
Whitehall 8641, for bed, bath and breakfast,

served in your room if you wish. Single rooms 10s. 6d.

Director, Dimanche 4 aont :

11h, — M. le Pasteur Jean lageard.

M. A. F. Suter on behalf of the N.S.1I. — double rooms from 19s.  Telegrams: Heartowest,
thanked the guest of the evening for the great in- Londons Les cultes du soir sont suspendus jusqu'en
terest he had always shown in the work and septembre.
endeavours of his Society. | l
‘ ! MISCELLANEQUS ADVERTISEMENTS | Durant les vacances du pasteur titulaire M, le

Pastenr  Emery assurera les  services.
Nadresser a lui pour tous renseignements au
actes pastoraux, au Foyer Suisse 15, Upper
Bedford Place, W.C.1. (Tél. Museum 3100)
ou il loge ou a I'Kglise, le Mercredi de 11h.
et 12h.30.

M. Meier, President of the Education Dept.
of the S.M.S. enumerated the services which Dr.
Riifenacht had rendered to his special Dept.

Not exceeding 3 lines :—Per insertion 2/6; three insertions /-
Postage extra on replies adressed c/o Swiss Observer.

BOARD RESIDENCE. Direct Line City and
West-end. 1 min. bus Chalk Farm. Continental
cooking. Large garden. Piano, Phone, Sunny
rooms, some with running water. Moderate
Terms. Enquire: H. Simmen, 17, Fellows Road,
N.W.3. (Tel. Primrose 3181).

M. Pfindler also expressed his appreciation
for the help which he always received from the
energetic Commercial Attaché.

Mr. Deutsch took leave from Mr. Riifenacht
on behalf of the members of the City Swiss Club.
SCHWEIZERKIRCHE
(Deutschsprachige Gemeinde),

St. Anne’s Church, 9, Gresham Street, E.C.2.

(near General Post Office.)

Mr. Stauffer, Editor of the Swiss Observer
related the help which he received during the last
four years from Dr. Riifenacht.

MOTOR-CAR FOR SALE. Austin 12/6 Harley
saloon 4 seater, dark blue late 1931, very good
condition £60. Write Box No. 2. ¢/o Swiss
Observer, 23, Leonard Street, E.C.2.

And last but by no means least, M. Boos,
President of the House Committee of the S.M.S.
thanked the Ladies and Gentlemen present for
having attended this pleasant function, and thus

. v S ag, de Augus 35.

helped to make this gathering not only a success- - = onntag, den + August 1935

ful one but also a most enjoyable one.— ON ACCOUNT OF REMOVAL, good Swiss 11 Uhr morgens, Gottesdienst. Predigt
So ended one of the nicest little functions furniture, various household articles for sale, also Herr Pfarrer V. Niiesch. Sonntagschile.

fine stamp collection. Phone Arnold 1978 or call,

which I had the privilege to attend in the Colony. 19, Elmstead Avenue, Wembley
, E £ 5, Y.

It could have been almost compared with a
small family gathering, where all the relations
turn up to profess their fond attachment to the
one who is leaving the family circle.

Der Abendgottesdienst fallt wihrend der Monate
Juli und August aus.

Wiithrend der Ferien des Gemeindepfarrers wird
dieser durch Herrn Pfarrer Valentin Niesch
von Roggwil bei Langenthal vertreten wer-
den. Alle Anfragen wegen Amtshandlungen
sind withrend dieser Zeit erbeten an Herrn
Pfr. Niiesch, ¢ Foyer Suisse,”” 12, Upper
Bedford Place, Russel Square, W.C.1. (Tel.
Museum 2982).

FORTHCOMING EVENTS.

We hope the Swiss Colony in England will
for ever occupy a treasured cormer in Dr.
Riifenacht’s heart, we shall always remember
him, and shall watch with great interest the vari-
ous stages of his future career, which we trust
will attain the same heights as that of his distin-
guished father, who has served his country with
such distinetion.

Tuesday, August 6th — City Swiss Club —
Monthly Meeting — preceded by dinner (7:15
sharp) at Pagani’s Restaurant, Great Port-
land Street, W.

‘Wednesday, August 7th, at 7.30 p.m. — Société
de Secours Mutuels — Monthly Meeting, at
74, Charlotte Street, W.1.

Printed for the Proprietors, by Tne Freperick PrintiNGg Co.
Ltp., at 23, Leonard Street, London, E.C.2.

ST




	Farewell dinner to Dr. W. Ruefenacht

