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SWISS DEMOCRACY IN THE EUROPEAN
CRISIS.

Dr. H. W. Egli, London Representative of
the ** Bund,” introduced a lively discussion on
this topical subject at the Monthly Meeting of
the Nouvelle Société Helvétique held on Friday
evening, the 18th instant, at the Foyer Suisse.
The subject naturally attracted a representative
attendance, and after dinner the meeting was

opened by Mr. A. F. Suter, President of the
Society.
Alluding in his opening words to the entirely

different aspect of international problems, wars
‘of aggression and Colonial conquests, created by
‘the foundation of the League of Nations and its
obligations on Members, and whilst not disguis-
ing the loss of prestige the League suffered by
reason of the weak handling of the Manchukuo
problem, Dr. Egli briefly referred to the develop-
ment of the present Ttalo- Abyssinian dispute
right up to the imposition of economic sanctions
at the present hour.  Where does Switzerland
stand, he asked, and was able to give the answer
that Switzerland loyally stood by the League and
its decisions, with the sole reservation bearing on
the preservation of its traditional neutrality
recognised by various treaties throughout the
centuries till the present day.

It is well known that the
at Greneva is in the hands of
Motta and Minister Stucki,
be said has found universal approval in the coun-
try and syvmpathetic consideration elsewhere. It
may not have been clear to the general public
abroad why Switzerland should have made cer-
tain reservations, notwithstanding its expression
of loyalty to the League. The reservations were
made by Switzerland at the time of its admission
to the League when these difficulties were already
thought of in the light of Switzerland’s perpetual
neutrality.

case of Switzerland
IFederal Councillor
whose attitude it can

The country itself at that time was assured
of its neutrality being scrupulously safeguarded
by a Me: e from the Federal Council and recog-
nition was given to these interests by the ()t]lol
Powers ~lt111w in Council in London in 1920 when
the (uhms\mn of Switzerland was accepted with
the reservations made by its spokesmen. It was
then admitted already that Swiss neutrality not
only was an historic fact, but at the same time
universally recognised that this neutrality fitted
well into the general scheme of any League mea-
sures which at times might become necessary in
order to ensure peace.  Above all Switzerland
was not requirved to participate in Military sanc-
tions or to allow the movement of troops through
Swiss Territory. This does not mean that sanc-
tions of any kind were objected to in principle,
on the contrary M. Motta made Switzerland’s
attitude quite clear towards the embargo on arms
and sanctions of a financial measure now pro-
posed by Geneva.

In view of the particularly close social, racial
and economic contact between Ttaly and Switzer-
land the Federal Council thought it necessary to
make some reservations regarding the complete
application of the ban on imports from Ttaly.
‘While appreciating the very special position of
Switzerland and in particular of the Ticino in
this regard, Dr. Egli expressed the hope that
those reservations should not go beyond what
seems absolutely essential for avoiding real dan-
ger to the safety of Swiss neutrality.

A lively discussion followed in which a good
many of the members and friends present took

part. From this it was soon evident that the
meeting was in general agreement with the views

expressed by the speaker. Various questions
were put and answered, opinions voiced, and cer-
tain fears explained, but it was generally agreed
that the League was to be supported in its action
in the present instance, and that our Government
should Dbe encouraged in its loyal attitude to-
wards any League measures which are, and may
be, decided. on hn the preservation of peace and
the cessation of the war between Italy and Abys-
winia.

May the reporter himself be permitted to ter-
minate by emphasizing the value of these discus-
sions on Swiss subjects now arranged regularly
every alternate month at the Foyer Suisse by the
Council of the N. .\.II., and express the hope that
these Meetings may attract an increasing number
of (‘mnpdtnots for a free expression of opinion
on all problems which, from time to time, agitate
-our country.

N.N.
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EDITOR’S POST-BAG.
To the Editor of the Swiss Observer,
23, Leonard Street, E.C.2.
SWITZERLAND AND SANCTIONS.

On the 19th October the ¢ Swiss Observer ”
published an article by ST. in respect to the
above question under the League of Nations
Covenant which is very apt to misrepresent the
Swiss position as a member of the League, and
as a consequence is entirely misleading. ST,
whom I consider fully competent to write on a
topic different from the above has been under a
misapprehension, and this makes it necessary to
put things right.

I very strongly object against the tone and
general attitude of ST. in his article as being in-
consistent with the attitude generally adopted in
Switzerland and I believe that there are very few
who would approve of this kind of Journalism.

ST. states that ‘it is to their membership
of the League that countries of Switzerland’s size
owe what say they have in international affairs;
in pre-League days they had practically no s
all and very little position or rank in the inter-
national world — things were more or less
‘“arranged ’ by the Great Powers.”

May T ask ST. a few questions that might
elucidate the different points raised as well as the
arguments used by him: 1) What has size to do
with the question of enforcing League Sanctions,
2) what does ST. mean when he states that in
pre-League days small countries had very little
say in international affairs, 3) does the fact that
they have a say under the League convey any duty
or moral obligation apart from the League Coven-
ant, 4) when do and when does the Covenant not
apply, and 5) Why was the Covenant not applied
to the Sino-Japanese conflict?

ST. will no doubt realize the very serious
position in which Switzerland was placed when
they entered the League, and I want to make this
more clear, because I feel that it is always a very
great danger in Journalists believing themselves
to be the chosen interpreters in international
questions or international law. It is, in my
opinion, not a function of the non-political press
to criticise the attitude of a Government, but to
report on the procedure and the issue of a case.
The reader is the more appropriate judge in these
matters, and it is entirely wrong to try to influ-
ence his arguing in any way.

Mr. Motta is certainly the qualified official
representative of Switzerland in the League and
his speech is proof of his ability as a statesman,
highly respected by members of the Lea wgue. Swit-
zerland, it should be remembered, has entered the
League sub modo of their absolute and indisput-
able neutrality in all questions of international
intervention that would endanger Switzerland’s
position.

The League is not an entity and has no juris-
diction over its members, because apart from its
members it is entirely devoid of any authority.
If ST. now suggests that Switzerland should
“ pay the price for the benefits of membership
under the League I should like to ask him what
these benefits are. Does not the fact exist that
the Powers, i.e., Great Britain, France and Italy
have entered into direct talks apart from the
League? Has Switzerland or any other member
of the League have a say in these matters? Yet,
ST. will admit that these have a direct bearing
on the question of war and peace. Should mem-

bers of the League be morally or otherwise bound
to sanction or ratify the issue of these direct
talks?

France has shown the greatest consideration
towards Italy in the affair, and Switzerland is
tully entitled to say their non liquet. Mr. Motta
was fully competent to state Switzerland’s case
as a member of the League and I should like to
remind anyone in doubt about the sincere feelings
towards Ttaly in Switzerland that the Swiss
neutrality is an interest as vital and as important,
as real and as tangible as any Colonial interest,
and id quod nostrum est sine facto nostro ad
alium transferri non potest, i.e., what belongs to
Switzerland, its neutrality, its rights and inter-
ests can not be transferred without our consent.

It is the function of the League and each one
of its members to limit the damage and the risks
that might arise out of an ambiguity in the con-
troversy. Switzerland will certainly respect its
obligations under the treaty as far as this can be
done without endangering the Swiss neutrality.
Economic sanctions in respect to the arms em-
bargo or financing the Ttalian Government may
eventually be applied, but Italy will not interpret
these acts in any way as an unfriendly attitude,
but as an act of the League of which Switzerland
is a member. The League, however, has no juris-
diction over private enterprise and will therefore
not be able to interfere in any way to prevent
normal trade with Ttaly.

In conclusion I should say that although we
have every sympathy with Abyssinia in the
present conflict there is no reason why we should
not be able -to maintain the sincere friendship
with Ttaly, not because of any fear whatsoever,

but because of our neutrality, which we must
protect and defend against any attacks from out-
side of the League.

We owe our position not to, the League, nor to
what we have had to say in international affairs,
but to the fact of our strength and unity. Neu-
trality is not an asset or interest with which we
can bargain or which we want to dispose of in
favour of the League, it means Switzerland ad
exitum, for without neutrality there would be no
Switzerland. We would, therefore, rather leave
the League than offer our neutrality as a price
for the Covenant, and it would be a very great
mistake to 1ntelpmt this attitude as bemg incon-
sistent with the League Covenant.

A.G.P.

A reply to the above by ST. will appear in

our next number.

23rd October,
ditor of the < Swiss Observer,”
23, Leonard Street, E.C.2.
Dear Sir,
It is with the greatest pleasure that I read
Your very interesting article ¢ Switzerland and
Sanctions  and I waift to congratulate your

1935.
To the

paper on its frank and straightforward state-
ment.

The lukewarm attitude of the Swiss Repre-
sentative at Geneva is most decidedly not backed
up by the 160,000 Italian-speaking Swiss he refers
to. Does he perhaps believe that in a similar
conflict with Germany the 3 odd million German-
Speaking Swiss would be a danger to Switzer-
land? or would the French-speaking community
be any source of anxiety in a league conflict with
France?  As the reply to either question is a
negative one, can we conclude that this gentle-
man suggests that the Italian-speaking Swiss are
inferior patriots? As every Swiss knows, the
loyalty and great patriotic spirit of our ‘“fratelli
Ticinesi,”” our spokesman need fear nothing from
that quarter. As far as the 35,000 Itdham are
concerned, the matter is a very simple one. Have
we not learned from our neighbours how to deal
with undesirable aliens? Switzerland is in the
fortunate position of being one of the few coun-
tries which are excused by the League from mili-
tary sanctions and it is therefore not more than
right to show a bit more team spirit, as far as
economic sanctions are concerned. Only whole-
hearted support from all members will be able to
see the League through this serious crisis. Should
it not be able to survive, then who will be the
protector of the small nations from the ¢ club
law ** of the great dictators? Even we Swiss will
have to realize that we pledged ourselves to cer-
tain duties and that we are not only to share the
advantages of the League.

PRO LEAGUE.
23rd October, 1935.

The Editor, < Swiss Observer,”
23, Leonard Street, E.C.2
21st, October, 1935.
Dear Sir,

Will you allow me to pay my compliments
to ¢ ST.” for his article ** Switzerland and Sanc-
tions,”” in your issue of the 19th instant.

T am sure that a good many Swiss will ap-
prove of what ‘¢ ST * says, and I hope that your
paper will find it’s way to some authority in
Switzerland.

About a fortnight or three weeks ago, you
printed an article taken from the ‘“ National Zei-
tung ’ referring to an agreement which the St.
Gotthard Railway had with Germany, giving
Germany the right of transit, on this railway, in
times of peace, or war.

I wonder if there was a second article, in
reply to the first, in which case, I should have
been pleased to have seen it printed in your
paper.

Yours faithfully,
JULES WEIL.
@p.—So far no reply has been published in the

ational - Zeitung ’ regarding the Gott-
hard Railway Convention.

To the Editor of the “ Swiss Observer,
23, Leonard Street, E.C.2.
Dear Ldltol,
Your article in last week’s issue of the Swi
Observer entitled ** Switzerland and: Sanctions
is like the ** parson’s egg ’* — good in parts.

I subscribe very heartily to your .evidently
staunch belief that it is only thl(mvh an institu-
tion like the League of Nations that Switzerland
can voice her (*\])eflxll views, etc.

I also endorse what you write re our br Pt]neu
on tlie southern side of the Gotthard.  There is
no néed tor anybody who knows them to be won-
dering whether their sympathies are with the
League or with Italy. They are Swiss foremost
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and always. Would that others were always as
patriotic as our Ticinesi, i.e., patriotic in the best
sense of the word!

With regard to.Mr. Motta’s and Mr. Stucki’s
reported sayings re sanctions, it must be remem-
bered that the discussion was not as to whether
to apply such sanctions, but as to HOW to apply
them and from a cutting of the N.Z.Z. in my
possession it would appear that Mr. Stucki’s sug-
gestions re ‘“ exchange of goods of similar value ”’
have been largely adopted by the Committee in
his draft proposal.

We must also bear in mind that our Swiss
people look at the present conflict with slightly
different eyes than we, in England, naturally do.
They have long memories at home and they
naturally still wonder whether this mighty get-up
of the League Machinery is really due to a sud-
den awakening of the pure and blameless ambi-
tion to make the League the paramount LAW
among Nations, or whether, perhaps, some deeper
motives, perhaps not quite so altruistic, are be-
hind some of the moves made by the leading
Powers. Our people at home may be wrong or
right in having these ‘‘ arriére-pensées >’ but, we
who live in England and fancy we know the Eng-
lish, must make reserves for them who know Eng-
land only by what Englahd has done to help Swit-
zerland and other small Nations recently.

The whole matter seems to me to be ¢ sub
judice ”’ and we can well afford to reserve judg-
ment yet awhile. On the other hand I rejoice to
see the Swiss Observer championing the League
and T remain, with fraternal greetings,

Yours old :
KYBURG.

THE ACADEMY CINEMA.
Oxford Street.

EPISODE.
The Academy is opening its autumn season
with a film in German from the Zotis — Sascha

Studios in Vienna which is entitled Episode.

Paula Wessely, who will be remembered for
her wonderful success in ‘“ Maskerade *’ plays the
principal part and Carl Ludwig Diehl who plays
opposite her, is one of the best character actors
in Austria.

The story is laid in Vienna during the post-
war period, and is a complete change from those
films about Viennese life to which we have been so
accustomed and of which we have perhaps seen
too many.

It deals with the adventures of a young lady,
or is supposed not to be a young lady, and yet
is a young lady, and in spite of all her troubles
due to the social upheaval which took place in
Central Europe during this period, the story ends
happily, as all nice stories should end.

Paula Wessely takes the part of Valerie
Gartner, an art student, whose mother has been
ruined by the misdeeds of her banker.

In order to keep the news from her mother,
Valerie endeavours to make money by selling
some of her works of art. She meets a wealthy
connoisseur Torresani, who takes an interest in
her and helps her.

Torresani has engaged an ex-officer Kinz
played by Carl Diehl to act as tutor to his two
boys.

Valerie has a friend Mizzi who is as frivolous
as Valerie is serious.

Mizzi manages to involve Valerie in all sorts
of trouble, and Kinz who falls in love with
Valerie imagines that she is not worthy of his
love.

This, of course, leads to various complica-
tions but in the end, thanks to the intervention of
Torresani’s wife all ends well.

This film is well worth a visit. The photo-
graphy is excellent and the acting is of that high
standard which we are accustomed to expect from
actors.

ck.

TELEPHONE : MUSEUM 3762.

O. BARTHOLDI

4, CHARLOTTE STREET, W.I.

“BLUT & LEBERWUERSTE"

EVERY TUESDAY from 29th
October until 3rd December 1935,
commencing again from the first
Tuesday in January, 1936.
MUNCHNER WEISS WURST
6d. per pair,
— Every Wednesday and Saturday. —

In order to avoid disappointment, customers
are requested to place their orders early.

CITY SWISS CLUB.
Messieurs les membres sont avisés que

L’ASSEMBLEE MENSUELLE

auralieu mardi 5 Novembreau Restaurant PAGANI,
42, Great Portland Street, W.1. et sera précédée
d’un souper & 7h 15 précises (prix 5/-).

ORDRE DU JOUR:

Procés-verbal. Démissions.
Admissions. Banquet Annuel.
Divers.

Pour faciliter les arrangements, le Comité re-
commande aux participants de s’annoncer au plus
tot & M. P. F. Boehringer, 23, Leonard St. E.C.2
(Tél. Clerkenwell 9595).

LT TGO TG

Telephone Numbers:
MUSEUNM 4302 (Visitors)
MUSEUM 7055 (Office)

Telegrams: SOUFFLE
WESDO, LONDON

“Ben faranno i Pagani.
Purgatorio C. xiv. Dante
“Venir se ne dee gift
tra’ miei Meschini.”
Dante. Inferno. C. xxvii.

Established over 50 Years.

PAGANI'S

RESTAURANT

GREAT PORTLAND ST. LONDON, W.1.

LINDA MESCHINI .
ARTHUR unscmm} Sole Propristors,

T TR T T TS

HOTELS UNDER SWISS MANAGEMENT

THE HUB WITHOUT THE HUBBUB!

RIGHT in the centre of everything — shops,

cinemas, etc., lies
THE PLAZA HOTEL,
St. Martin’s Street,
LEICESTER SQUARE, W.C.2.

LONDON’S MOST CENTRAL SPOT

yet so tucked away. This modern hotel offers you comfort

and peace from the roar of modern traffic. Bed, bath,

and breakfast 10s, 6d.; double rooms from 19s. J. Jenny,
Resident Managing Director. Tel: Whitehall 8641.

theatres,

WHERE TO SPEND XMAS HOLIDAY.

BEXHILL-ON-SEA, HOTEL GENEVA. Swiss
Hotel on Sea-front, under personal supervision of
resident Swiss owner. Running h. and c. water
in all rooms. Central-heating, Swiss cuisine.
Terms : 3-5 gns. per week incl. Write for tarif.
(Phone Bexhill 187) Telgr: Geneva Bexhill. M.
and I. Heincen.

|L__ MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS ||

Not exceeding 3 lines :—Per insertion 2/8; three insertions §/=
Postage extra on replies adressed c/o Swiss Observer.

ANY MAKE Radio Sets can be had at the Swiss
Radio and Gramophone Shop. M. T. Newman,
4, Porchester Place, off Edgware Road, 3 mins.
from Marble Arch. Open Saturday Afternoon.

ENGELBERG INFORMATION
requires Men’s and Women’s Sv
loan or hire with or without owne
Gala.

BUREAU
Costume for
s at Engelberg
Publicitas, Twyford, Berks.

SWISS BANK CORPORATION,

(4 Company limited by Shares incorporated in Switzerland)

99, GRESHAM STREET, E.C.2.
and 1lc, REGENT STREET, S.W. 1.

Capital Paid up £6,400,000
£1,560,000
- £39,000.000

Reserves - -
Dcposits -

All Descriptions of Banking and
Foreign Exchange Business Transacted

H Correspondents in all
:: parts of the World.

Tell your English Friends
to visit

Switzerland

and to buy their TicKets
from

The Swiss Federal Railways,

Carlton House, 11b, Regent St., SW.1

Special Reduction on Fares in Switzerland
30%) from June 15th until October 31st.

AP g N

Divine Dervices.

EGLISE SUISSE (1762),

(Langue frangaise).
79, Endell Strest, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.C.2.
(Near New Oxford Street).

Dimanche 27 Octobre 11h. — 250e anniversaire de
la Révocation de 1I'Edit de Nantes.

Prédication M. R. Hoffmann-de Visme.

3h.15 — Service de commémoration de 1’indé-
pendance de la Czéchoslovaquie.

6h.30 — Prédication — M. R. Santy.

7Th.30 — Répétition du Choeur.

M. R. Hoffmann-de Visme recoit a 1'église, 79,
Endell Street, W.C.2, le mercredi de 11h. a
12h.30 et sur rendez-vous & son domicile, 102,
Hornsey Lane, Highgate, N.6. S’adresser a
Ini (téléphone : ARChway 1798) pour tous
renseignements concernant les instructions
religieuses, les mariages et autres actes
ecclésiastiques.

OFFICE TO LET. TFurnished or unfurnished (or
share) with telephone, etc., near Bank, moderate
terms. Apply Box No. 51, ¢/o Swiss Observer,
23, Leonard Street, E.C.2.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS.

Sunday, November 3rd, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
London Swiss Rifle Team: End-shoot at
Bisley Camp.

Tuesday, November 5th — City Swiss Club —
Monthly Meeting, preceded by dinner, (7.15
sharp) at Pagani’s Restaurant, Great Port-
land Street, W.

‘Wednesday, November 6th, at 7.30 p.m. —
Société de Secours Mutuels — Monthly
Meeting at 74, Charlotte Street, W.1.

‘Wednesday, November 13th, at 8 p.m. — Swiss
Mercantile Society — Monthly Meeting —
followed by a lecture, on ‘ Coal-Chemical
and Electrical Applications ”” by H. E.
Weaver, Esq., B.Sc., at 34/35, Fitaroy
Square, W.

Friday, November 22nd — City Swiss Club —
Annual Banquet and Ball — at Grosvenor
House, Park Lane, W.1.

SCHWEIZERKIRCHE
(Deutschsprachige Gemeinde),
St. Anne’s Church, 9, Gresham Street, E.C.2.

(near General Post Office.)

Sonntag, den 27. Oktober 1935.

11 Uhr morgens, Gottesdienst und Sonntag-
schule.

7 Uhr abends, Gottesdienst.

8 Uhr, Chorprobe.

Anfragen wegen Religions-bezw. Confirmanden-
stunden und Amtshandlungen sind erbeten
an den Pfarrer der Gemeinde : C. Th. Hahn,
43, Priory Road, Bedford Park, W.4 (Tele-
phon: Chiswick 4156). Sprechstunden :
Dienstag 12-2 Uhr in der Kirche; Mittwoch
5-6 Uhr im ¢ Foyer Suisse.”

Printed for the Proprietors, by Tur Freperick PRINTING Co.,
L1p., at 23, Leonard Street, London, E.C.2.
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