
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1934)

Heft: 651

Artikel: The historical relations of England and Switzerland

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-688071

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 13.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-688071
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


1951 THE SWISS OBSERVER. April 14th, 1934.

It looks as if Servette were still suffering
from an inferiority complex. Tliey once more
failed to score, missing even two penalties But
Grasshoppers like the Wankdorf in Bern, the
Y.B. this time going under.

Just as there are three distinct favourites
for the Championship, so we have a clear group
of three unfortunate relegation candidates in Zu-
rich 7 points, Blue Stars 10 points and Nordstern
12 points.

There is a gap of four points to the thir-
teenth place! Shall we see two Zurich clubs
going down in one season?

FIRST LEAGUE.
Grenchen 0 Monthey 3

Bozingen 0 Garouge 4
Cantonal 1 Racing 0

St. Gallen 4 Bellinzona 2
Aarau 2 Ivreuzlingen 0
Seebach 1 Brühl 1
Luzern 3 Winterthur 0

Aarau continue to plav well and beat Kreuz-
lingen on their merits. They now occupy second
place with an excellent chance of promotion ; St.
Gallen is third. In the West, we find Carouge
leading by 4 points from Racing. So it may well
happen that the two relegated clubs of last year
will rejoin the National League after only one
year " in the wilderness."

ill. (r.

THE HISTORICAL RELATIONS OF ENGLAND
AND SWITZERLAND.

(Translation from a J'amphlet which appeared in
the A'.Z.Z. in March, 1949, and published in
Oechsli's " History of Switzerland." — Cam-
bridge University Press.

I.
(From the Battle of Mariguano to the War of the

Spanish Succession.
The political relations between England and

Switzerland date back a long way—indeed, to the
time of the battle of Marignano (1515). In 1514
the first British envoy, Richard Pace, appeared in
Zurich to propose an alliance between the
" powerful Swiss League " and his master, King
Henry VIII., against France, it was in 1516 that
the then most prominent political leader of the
Swiss Confederation, Cardinal Schinner, went to
London in order to bring about a union between
England, the Emperor, the Pope, Spain, and the
Swiss Confederation. But the " Everlasting
Peace " of the Confederation with France (Nov-
ember 29th, 1516) put a sudden end to all these
schemes of alliance, at least so far as regards the
Swiss Confederation.

On the other hand, the Reformation created
an unbreakable spiritual link between the British
Islands and the greatest part of Switzerland. The
leaders of the English Protestants in the time of
Edward VI., such as Archbishop Cranmer and the
Dukes of Somerset and Suffolk, corresponded with
Bullinger and Calvin, and the letters written with
the highest respect by the unfortunate queen, Jane
Grey, to the chief of the reformers in Zurich are
still preserved in the Zurich Central Library. Dur
ing the persecutions of " Bloody " Mary, Svitzer-
land offered the safest retreat to the English re-
fugees for conscience sake. One of them, John
Bale, Bishop of Ossory, praises (155*; the 1 iel-
vetie churches as the " fountain-heads of the pure
religion, which has flowed in hidden channels to
the very ends of the world, yea, even to us across
the the Ocean." For him Zurich is the best " re-
treat for the refugees, as well as the oracle for
the Christian world," while Geneva is " the new
world-market, to which everything streams in or-
der to exchange the heavenly for the earthly."

With the accession of Elizabeth, the spiritual
intercourse between England and Switzerland did
not come to an end. Many of the refugees, who
had found a safe retreat in Zurich, Basle and
Geneva, were now promoted to the highest eccle-
siastical posts. Whole volumes are filled with the
letters which the bishops and statesmen of Eliza-
beth wrote to the principal Swiss reformers. In
our " National Museum " there is still preserved
a goblet which Queen Elizabeth caused to be made
for Bullinger. Despite its episcopal constitution,
the English Church regarded itself as a member
of the reformed religious communion, founded by
Zwingli and Calvin. John Knox, who had sat in
Geneva at the feet of Calvin, transferred, too, the
external forms of the Calvanistic Church to Scot-
land, and became there the founder of the Pres-
byterian Church, while the Puritans prepared a

pew home for strict Calvinism across the ocean in
New England.

The relations which had been created under
Edward VI. and Elizabeth with the Protestant
Cantons continued to subsist under the first
Stuart kings. The pastors and professors of the
'' Helvetic Churches and Universities " sought,
with the authority of their respective govern-
ihents, by letters to Archbishop Laud, to the
Scotch Covenanters, to Charles I., and to Parlia-
ment to prevent the English revolution, though
without success. But the great naval war be-

tween the English and Dutch republics, which
broke out in 1652, afforded the Protestant Can-
tons an opportunity of bringing about peace sue-
cessfully.

After warnings to the two Protestant naval
Powers not to exhibit to Catholic Europe the
sight of a strife between brothers had remained
fruitless, the Protestant Cantons sent, in the
spring of 1653, the accomplished linguist and
Town Clerk of Schaffhausen, Johannes Jakob
Stockar, to London to offer their mediation. The
neutral Swiss met with a good reception from
the Lord Protector, Oliver Cromwell, and dur-
ing the negotiations for peace, and his long stay
in England, was able to render to both Powers
services which were not merely matters of form,
but were very substantial. Not only does the
Treaty of Peace (April 15tli, 1654) recognise that
the Protestant Cantons, through their mediation
and the ability of their envoy, had done both re-
publics good service, but it also names these can-
tons as arbitrators in all disputed points as to
which England and the Netherlands might not be
able to come to an understanding.

Though this rôle of arbitrators remained in
the councils of these cantons without any practi-
cal effect in the dispute between the two naval
Powers, Cromwell would not allow the relations
thus initiated to come to an end. In May, 1654,
the learned mathematician, John Pell, arrived in
Zurich as his envoy, entrusted with the task of
thwarting the renewal of the alliance between
the Protestant cantons and France, and in its
place of bringing about an Anglo-Swiss league.
But when Cromwell himself made approaches to
France, lie abandoned the idea of an alliance with
the Swiss. Yet Pell remained in Zurich ; and the
Anglo-Swiss friendship was of great help to the
unfortunate Waldenses of Piedmont.

In the beginning of 4655 Duke Charles Em-
manuel of Savoy began a cruel war of destruc-
tion against these Waldenses, who for centuries,
now unmolested, now persecuted, had inhabited
certain valleys of the Piedmontese Alps. The
Waldenses had always been regarded as brothers
in religion by the Protestants ; but the diplo-
matic steps taken by the Protestant cantosn re-
mained without effect. So they called for the
intervention of the powerful Lord Protector. He
accepted this offer with enthusiasm, and by means
of an appeal to the Protestant States, written
by Milton, which re-echoed throughout the whole
of Europe, proposed joint action to save their
threatened brothers. The Protestant cantons at-
tallied their object by the despatch of a new mis-
sion to Turin, especially as the French Court,
wishing to conciliate England, took action in
favour of the persecuted folk. On August 18th,
1655, in the castle of Pignerol, and in the pre-
sence of the Swiss envoys, a general pardon was
issued, which secured peace to the Waldenses for
some decades.

This whole business of che Waldenses had in
Switzerland, too, greatly excited religious pas
sion once more, and contributed to the outbreak
of the religious war of 1656 (first Villmergen
war). Zurich and Bern appealed through Pell to
Cromwell for pecuniary help, and he was ready
to send them the sum of £20,000 sterling. But be-

lore these funds could arrive from England the
war had been decided at Villmergen, to the dis-
advantage of the Protestants.

The death of Cromwell, and the restoration
of ihe Stuarts, coupled with their leamngs to-
wards the Catholics, interrupted the close rela-
tion,s of the Protestant cantons with the island
kingdom. Bern, indeed, allowed the outlawed
English republicans, the " murderers of the
king," to live on its territory. Hence, as in the
entire Protestant world, so. too, in Protestant
Switzerland, a feeling of unspeakable relief was
felt when James II., the vassal of France, was
dethroned in the second English revolution, and
was replaced by William 111. of Orange, the great
champion of Europe against the Bourbon aim of
obtaining the domination of the world. England
and the Netherlands planned to take advantage
of this feeling of relief in order to detach the
Protestant cantons from their alliance with
France, and to utilise Swiss mercenaries for their
own ends. An English envoy, Thomas Coxe, ap-
pea red (1689) in Switzerland, with the task of
concluding an alliance, and of securing 4,000 mer-
cenary soldiers. The French envoy contemptu-
onsly remarked that the Protestant Swiss towns
had received Coxe as a second Messiah. But the
alliance he sought to conclude did not come off,
for William III. would not accept the condition
laid down by the Protestant cantons, that the
Swiss troops should only be used for purposes of
defence; and the Swiss towns shrank from an
open breach with France, which would have re-
suited if this condition had been insisted on. The
Netherlands had better success, when in 1693 they
made a military capitulation with Zurich, Bern,
Schaffhausen, Appenzell and the Grisons. Later,
in the war of the Palatinate, many Swiss mer-
cenaries served on both sides. But this fact did
not prevent the Powers, in accordance with the
ideas then prevalent as to international law, from
recognising the neutrality of Switzerland.

The same was the case in the War of the
Spanish Succession (1700-1715), which marks the
culmination of this system of employing Swiss
troops, for over 50,000 real or nominal Swiss
mercenaries fought on the two sides. The Swiss
Confederation, as such, remained neutral, but she
was nearly drawn into the war by reason of the
varying sympathies of the two contending re-
ligious parties in that country. While the Catho-
lie cantons became more than ever open to
French influences, the Protestant Cantons showed
a scarcely concealed dislike to Louis XIV. after
the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes (1685), and
maintained the closest relations with the Pro-
testant naval Powers. Zurich and Bern rejoiced
over the victories of Marlborough and of Prince
Eugene, and rightly so from the Swiss point of
view, for, had not Louis XIV. met with defeat
in the War of the Spanish Succession, Neuchâtel
would probably be French to-day, and not Swiss.

Indeed, Neuchâtel was then in a fair way to
become French, for its Princes, the Longuevilles,
generally resided in France, and were related to
the French king and submissive to him. The
French courts were already claiming to decide
who should be the heir of the Longuevilles in Neu-
châtel. Hence William III. of Orange was per-
suaded by Bern and the Neuchâtel nobles who fa-
voured his cause to put forward, as the heir of
the Counts of Châlons, a long obsolete right of
overlordship that this extinct house had exercised
formerly over the Counts of Neuchâtel. His
claim to be the rightful heir after the extinction
of the house of Longueville (1707) was ceded by
the childless king to his nephew, Frederick of
Brandenburg, later King of Prussia. So it came
about that it was England which backed up Bern
with the necessary support in order to further the
solution of the question of the heirship of Neu-
châtel in a sense which was favourable to Swit-
zerland. It was not because the King of Prussia
had the best legal title that Frederick I. became
lord of Neuchâtel, but because Bern and its allies,
at the head of which stood England, did not wish
to allow this important gate of the Jura to fall
into the hands of France.

The Age of the French Revolution and of
Napoleon.

After the War of the Spanish Succession, the
principle of Swiss neutrality was beyond ques-
tion. Hence Great Britain for long had no occa-
sion to take a lively interest in Swiss affairs, al-
though iu the eighteenth century she maintained
permanently in Bern a minister of the second or
third rank, who was accredited to all the can-
tons, but especially to those which were Protes-
tant.

It was the outbreak of the French Révolu-
tionary War which induced the British Cabinet to
pay more attention to the Alpine republic. Lord
Robert FitzGerald, a man of rank, who was Brit-
ish envoy in Bern from 1792 to 1794, was com-
missioned to persuade the cantons to join the
coalition against France. But despite the anger
felt by the Swiss at the massacre of the Swiss
Guards in the defence of the Tuileries by the re-
volutionaries, and the hatred which the Swiss
ruling aristocrats felt against the Revolution,
Lord Robert was confronted with the immutable
principle of Swiss neutrality, so that he was un-
able to carry out his mission. His successor,
William Wickham,. was envoy to the cantons
merely in name. His chief task was working,
from Switzerland as a basis, to support anti-revo-
lutionary movements in the interior of France.
His intrigues with the French royalists were so
extensive that when, after the coup d'état of 18
Fructidor, 1797, the French Directory prepared
to open relations with Switzerland, it demanded,
as the first condition, the expulsion of the British
envoy from Switzerland. But, when Wickham
was persuaded by the Mayor of Bern, Steiger,
to quit Switzerland of his own accord, the Direc-
tory, of course, at once made, fresh demands.
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