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OLD FOLKS NEW YEAR'S LUNCHEON.

Oil Monday, January 22nd, an event took
place at the Foyer Suisse, 15, Upper Bedford
Place, W.C.I, to which I always look forward
with pleasure ; it is so entirely dilferent from all
the other functions which I have to attend, and
for this reason it has a oae7ie t and charm all of its
own.

Once a year, the Committee of Management
of the Foyer Suisse, invites the " Old Folks " of
the Colony to a Luncheon Party ; to this party
every member of the Swiss Colony, is invited, pro-
vided he has attained his 65th birthday, there is
no other distinction made, rich or poor are equally
welcome.—

One hears so often complaints from the older
members of the Colony, especially from those who
are laid up, and are therefore unable to attend
the various functions in the Colony, that nobody
seems to care anymore about them, and that they
might just as well be dead.

I am afraid that their complaints are, in
many cases, only too true, and the proverb " Out
of sight, out of mind," applies to a number of
those, who have at some time or other, rendered
valuable services to the Swiss Community. It is
unfortunately a sign of the times, sports, cinemas
and a multitude of other events occupy the minds
of the present-day generation, and our old ones
have to end, very often, their days in loneliness.

It is all the more to the credit of the House
Committee of the Foyer Suisse, that once a year,
they set a day aside to honour those, who are at
the eventide of their worldly pilgrimage, and I
heartily congratulate this institution on their
commendable efforts to prove to our old-ones that
they are not yet forgotten ; and to many an old
and weary heart this day is a great event, an event
which will leave grateful and cherished remem-
brances for many a day to come.—

Long before the Luncheon was timed to take
place, they assembled to spend a few happy hours
amongst their aged compatriots; and many were
the experiences which were exchanged, and many
an eye was brightened by meeting an old friend
or acquaintance once again. Remembrances of
days spent in the old country, perhaps years and
years ago, were refreshed and gave rise to a lively
conversation. —-

True to Swiss traditions, the Luncheon
started nearly an hour later than it was an-
nounced, but it did not interfere with the ardour
of the participants.

Monsieur C. R. Paravicini, our popular
Minister, received a hearty ovation, when he
arrived, and his presence, to honour our aged
compatriots, was greatly appreciated.

The luncheon served was an excellent one,
and great credit is due to Mr. Meyer, the Manager,
and Madame Meylan for their splendid arrange-
ments, they can claim a big share in the splendid
success of this function. The staff too, were kind-
ness itself, and their smiling, happy faces added
to the general well-being of the assembled com-
pauy.

Shortly before the coffee was served, M.
Pasteur Hoffmann-de Visme, on behalf of the Com-
mittee of Management, extended to all the guests
a hearty welcome. He said, " we are happy to
see you in such large numbers, and we hope that
you will pass a few enjoyable hours in our midst."
lie informed the gathering that the silver medal
presented on this occasion by the House Com-
mittee, to the oldest member present, would go to
Mr. Yincenzo Chiodo, who is 84 years of age. The
medal depicts on one side an eagle perched on a
rock, and bears the following biblical quotation :

" They shall mount up on wings like eagles," and
on the other side the name and birth date of the
recipient. Mr. Chiodo, a compatriot from the
sunny canton of Ticino, thanked the Committee
for the great honour which was bestowed on him,
and voiced in simple but moving terms his attach-
ment to his native country.

Monsieur Paravicini expressed his pleasure
in being able to be present at this memorable
gathering, he said " It is a pleasure to be with
von to-dav, which I would not miss for anything
in the World."

.Mr. Ritter, the Secretary of the Fonds de
Secours, on behalf of his Society expressed the
thanks of the guests for this " heu« r/e.sfe " of
the Foyer Suisse, and a speech in " Schwyzer-
dfttseh " of one of the guests ended the speech
making.

A little musical entertainment, provided by
Messrs. Brauen, Hoffmann-de Visme, Pastor
Hahn and Mr. .Tost was a welcome item, and to
hear our "Old Folks " sing some of the popular
Swiss tunes was indeed a pleasure. They sang
lustily and heartily, and I feel sure, that never
before have these songs been rendered with such
feeling and enthusiasm.—

On looking around at the tables, I thought
to myself that here was a gathering of some 65
venerable Ladies and Gentlemen, most of them at
the eventide of their life, who have all, no doubt,
experienced life in its fullness and gladness, as
well as in its harshness and disappointments.

Many of them could relate tales of bitter experi-
ences, of incessant hard and untiring work, of
hardship, but also of success and happiness ; some
have made careers, some have climbed to the top
of the ladder, some have not reached those exalted
heights, but have rested half way, but all of them,
I am sure, have struggled to overcome the many
adversities of which life is so full, and to all of
them I hope a kind providence will sweeten their
remaining days amongst us. —

There remains nothing else for me, in con-
eluding my report, than to thank once again the
Committee of Management of the Foyer Suisse,
for their splendid initiative to arrange such a
gathering to honour those of our compatriots who
have grown old, but who have remained young in
their attachment to our country.

ST.

THE SWISS CROSS.

A liberal use of our national coat of arms
has been made recently in connection with the
printing for several Swiss functions that have
taken place in our Colony during the last few
months. The printers have been criticised for
deviating from the supposed original design of
five equal squares, i.e., two rectangles — their
length three times their height — being placed
across each other.

We have before us an official publication
issued in 1931 by the " Chancellerie Fédérale "
in Berne, reproducing in colours the federal and
cantonal coats of arms. The width of each of the
two bars of the Cross is six centimeter and their
height 1,8cm., in' other words the rectangle of
each of the four arms exceeds the centre square
by 151%.

The proportions of the Swiss Cross have given
rise to many controversies ever since it received
its " christening " in 1847 in the Sonderbund-
krieg. As far back as 1815 a young officer,
Guillaume Henri Dufour, who later on was
created general, proposed its general adoption in
place of the many cantonal banners then dis-
played. The cantons offered a strong opposition
and it was only in 1840 that official sanction was
secured. The design, thanks to its simplicity, has
been appropriated for several commercial pur-
poses, a practice which our federal authorities
seem powerless to counteract.

GENERAL MEETING —, "SCHWEIZERBUND'

— SICK-SOCIETY.

One of the oldest Societies of the Swiss Colony
held its half-yearly General Meeting on Saturday
last, the 20th instant, at the Swiss Club,
" Schweizerbund," 74, Charlotte Street, Fitzroy
Square, London, W.l.

Over 50 years have elapsed since this Institu-
tion was founded, and it can be said that the
majority of its members (19 in number) are the
actual founders of the Society. Considering the
small membership, its financial position can be
regarded as of a very good standing.

It should be emphasised that the time taken
for a General Meeting never exceeds 15 minutes.
The shortest Meeting ever held by this Society
took 10 minutes, undoubtedly a record. There
lias never been any cause for arguments, which,
as a rule, cannot be said of other Meetings of
Swiss Societies. It can also be said that the sub-
scriptions are up to date, which is due to the
Managing Secretary, Mr. W. Wetter, who has
always kept in personal contact with each in-
dividual member.

We take this opportunity of bringing our
activities to the notice of young Swiss residing in
this country. Unfortunately, our compatriots
never take much notice of such helpful Institu-
tions and consider them useless in their younger
years, but in these hard times it is more than
necessary for anybody to join the Society, which
has shown great benefits to its older members
during their sick days. Any Swiss between the
age of 16 and 35 should join now. Enquiries
should be sent to the Secretary of the " Schweizer-
bund " Sick Society, 74, Charlotte Street, Lon-
don, W. 1.

H.Ü.
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Telephone Numbers :

MUSEUM 4302 (Fisifors)
H MUSEUM 7055 (OJSM)

Telegrams : SOUFFLE
WESDO, LONDON

"Ben faranno i Pagani.
Parcaten'o C. arfu. Z)an£«

"Venir se ne dee giû Ej
t,ra' miei Meschini."
Dante. Jn/erwo. C. ir.rw'i.

£jfa&/is/ieJ ouer 50 Years.
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J RESTAURANT |
I GREAT PORTLAND ST., LONDON, W.l. |
§ LINDA MESCHINI 1 Prnnrietnrs ^

ARTHUK MESCHINI I Propneto ^
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ANTIMILITARISMUS.

Mannigfach sind die Mittel, deren sich in der
Schweiz die Propagandisten des Antimilitarismus
und der Dienstverweigerung bedienen. Nicht nur
steht ihnen die gesamte marxistische Presse Tag
für Tag zur Verfügung, nein, auch durch eigens
dazu geschaffene Zeitschriften tragen sie ihre
Anschauungen in die Oeffentlichkeit. Der Männer,
die es auf diesem Gebiete zu zweifelhafter
Berühmtheit und einer ansehnlichen Leser-
gemeinde gebracht haben, sind namentlich zwei,
Geistliche. Der Auslandschweizer wundert sich
vielleicht, dass es gerade Theologen sind, die wir
an erster Stelle haben nennen müssen. Der
Schweizer zuhause aber wundert sich darob nicht
mehr, er hat sich daran gewöhnt, dass die evange-
lische Kanzel (um der Gerechtigkeit willen sei
festgestellt, dass sich die katholische Geistlich-
keit zu derartigem Tun nicht hergibt) vielerorts
zur antimilitaristischen Propaganda missbraucht
wird. Bei marxistischen und antimilitaristischen
Meetings wird natürlich ins gleiche armeefeind-
liehe Horn gestossen. Auch Filme in diesem
Stile, die hie und da zur Aufführung gelangen,
werden nicht verboten.

Ja, aber zum Donnerwetter, so fragt der
Schweizer im Ausland, schaut der Staat denn
solchem, früher oder später zu seinem sicheren
Untergang führenden Treiben mit verschränkten
Armen zu? Da ist zu sagen, dass zwar alljährlich
so und so viele arme Teufel wegen Dienstverwei-
gerung vor den Divisionsgerichten stehen, die
ihnen harte Strafen auferlegen müssen, dass aber
die Redaktoren, die Hetzer und Drahtzieher nicht
gefasst werden. Gibt uns nicht der gesunde
Menschenverstand ein, dass es umgekehrt sein
sollte? Diese Haltung der Staatsgewalt ist erst
begreifbar (aber nicht entschuldbar), wenn wir
uns vor Augen halten, wie der Staat aussieht, in
dem wir heute leben. Wir haben den liberalen
Bundesstaat, wie ihn die Verfassung des Jahres
1874 begründete. Und zu den hochheiligen
Grundsätzen jedes liberalen Staates gehören eben
die Pre.s-.se/rei7ieif, die die
Pede/reiTieit. Es ist vornehmste Pflicht eines sich
liberal nennenden Staates, diese Freiheiten des
einzelnen Bürgers zu schützen, wenn er auch
zusehen muss, wie dadurch sein Bestand, und seine
Autorität Stück um Stück untergraben werden.
So erleben wir heilte das groteske (oder vielmehr
empörende) Schauspiel, dass nicht nur Schweizer-
bürger, nein, auch fremde Elemente, von ihrer
eigenen Heimat hinausgeschmissen, ihre Schmutz-
reden gegen alles was dem Schweizer heilig ist,
sei es die Armee, das Banner, die Religion, frei
und ungehindert loslassen dürfen. Als leuchtende
Beispiele dieser Gattung mögen genannt werden
der judomarxistische " Pädagoge " Löwenstein
und der in Deutschland wegen schwerer Vergehen
verfolgte, die Gottlosigkeit predigende Sievers.

Es ist angesichts dieser Tatsachen eigentlich
nicht recht verständlich, wie man sich in so vielen
Kreisen noch wundern kann, dass in der Schweiz
eine nationale Erneuerungsbewegung entstand ;
die sich entwickelte erst in kleinem Kreise, heute
aber, hinausgetragen in die Massen, immer weitere
Kreise ergreift. Diese Lent mit dem neuen Geiste
verstehen es nicht mehr, dass man, nur um der
Freiheit des Einzenen willen, die Zerstörer aller
nationalen, religiösen und sittlichen Werte unge-
stört an ihrem Werke belässt. Sie bäumen sich
dagegen auf, dass Leute die unsere Schweizer-
fahne als Dreckfetzen bezeichnen, die unsere
Soldaten, die ihre schwere Pflicht der Heimat
gegenüber noch treu erfüllen, als Mörder brand-
marken, Nutzniesser der Demonstrations-Rede-
und Presse freiheit sein sollen. Sie wollen es aber
auch jenen religiösen und humanitären Schwär-
mern nicht mehr gestatten, unsere Wehrmänner
zur Dienstverweigerung zu verleiten und über-
haupt das Volk mit ihrer Lehre von der Ablehnung
jeglicher Gewaltanwendung zu infizieren.

Es gibt noch einen andern Grund, warum
unser liberaler Staat mit dem Problem des Anti-
militarisions nicht fertig wird. Wir wissen,
es sind die Parteien, welche unser politisches
Leben beherrschen und welche unser Land
regieren. Aber, und das ist in diesem Zusammen-
hang das Ausschlaggebende, es regieren nicht alle
Parteien, sondern nur ein Teil von ihnen. Noch
jetzt besteht unser Bundesrat in seiner Mehrheit
aus Vertretern einer einzigen Partei, der liberalen
(freisinnigen), und im Parlamente herrscht der
Block der sog. " bürgerlichen " Parteien gegen
die starke Opposition der Marxhörigen. Wir
wissen aber auch, wie in der Schweiz jede Partei
eine bestimmte Vevölkerungsschicht, eine Bevölke-
runksklasse repräsentiert. Da nun bloss eine
oder eine beschränkte Anzahl Parteien die Herr-
scliaft inne haben, sind es auch bloss eine oder
eine beschränkte Anzahl Klassen, die Macht und
Einfluss besitzen. Mit andern Worten ; wir haben
eine jT7a,s.sew7ierr.sc7ia/f. Diese Situation vor
Augen, was liegt näher, als dass die nicht herr-
sehenden Klassen, d.h. in unserem Falle haupt-
sächlich die Arbeiterklasse, die Armee als
Klasseninstrument betrachten, als Instrument
also, dessen Zweck es ist, der herrschenden
Klasse ihre Macht und ihren Besitzstand zu
wahren? Der Arbeiter kann sich, nicht ganz ohne
Recht, sagen, dass eine solche Armee sich eines
Tages auch gegen ihn richten könnte, nämlich
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