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SWISS SOLDIERS‘ IN CLIVE'S ARMY.
FIRST PUBLISHED IN THE “ BUND " 1925.
By Dr. A. LATT.

The birthday of Robert Clive may serve as
a fitting occasion to remember for a moment the
600 odd Swiss officers and men who helped the
Caesar of India to wrest that fair domain from
the valiant Frenchman Dupleix and the Indian
nabobs. English historians from the 18th to the
20th century are all agreed that the Swiss
soldiers in the service of the Iast India Company
belonged to the very backbone of Clive’s little
army, that they served England well and were
ever true to their own motto: Honneur et
Fidélité, Two Swiss officers may even be said
to have been Clive's immediate instructors in
the field. One of them, Captain Paradis, of
Fribourg, served in the French army, whilst the
other, Captain de Gingins, a Vaudois, comman-
ded the little force in which Clive held his first
commission as an army service captain, Neither
Paradis nor Gingins seem to be remembered in
their own country, and not a voice was raised
when French historians claimed them as their
own compatriots,  We are therefore greatly in-
debted to the Hon. J. W. Fortescue and other
British writers for their vindication of the merits
of our brave old countrymen,

Captain Paradis was an engineer. Ile had
gained the absolute confidence of Dupleix as
much by his bravery and skill as by manifesting
a violent opposition to Dupleix’s rival de La
Bourdonnais. Dupleix in compensation appointed
him Governor of Madras and gave him the com-
mand of a little detachment which from Pondi-
chery was to force its way to Madras. The men
at first objected to the foreigner and the engineer,
but a setback soon made them submit to a com-
mander who was to lead them to victory and
immortal glory. They were only 230 Buropeans
and 700 Sepoys with not a single gun, who, on
November 4th, 1746, near St. Thomé, found
themselves opposed by a splendid Indian army of
the dreaded Maphuz Khan, numbering more than
10,000 men, with plenty of cavalry and a very
powerful artillery in a well chosen and strongly
fortified position on the banks of a deep river.
Every other commander would have fallen back
rather than try his luck against such dreadful
odds. Not so Paradis, who felt himself able to
supply any deficiency of his little army, being

born with the qualities which no soldier can
acquire—decision . .of . character, ..calmness and
energy. ‘ Now, after a century and a half of

fighting in India,” says Fortescue, ““no British
officer would be for a moment at a loss as to the
course to be persued, but Paradis had neither
tradition nor experience to guide him. Ifowever,
whether by intunition or from despair, he did ex-
actly what he ought. Knowing the river to be
fordable, he led his men without hesitation
across it and straight upon the enemy, scrambled
up the bank, gave them one volley, and charged
with the bayonet. The effect of this bold attack
was instantaneous .. Within an hom’s time the

impregnable camp s lost and won. The
Indians tried to make a stand behind new
pallisades and the walls of the town, but the

French, always advancing in good order, and
firing by sections as they did so, forced the enemy
from all his positions. A small detachment
coming up from the rear completed the rout.
¢ It was more than a century,”” writes Orme,
the contemporary historian of that period, since
any of the European nations had gained a decisiv
advantage in war vinst the officers of the gr
Moghul. The experience of former unsuc
enterprises, and the scantiness of milit:
ties which prevailed in all the colonies, from a
long disuse of arms, had persuaded them that
the Moors were a brave and formidable enemy.”
Paradis broke this spell of timorous opinion by
smashing an army with a single battalion. It
may well be asserted,”” writes Colonel Malleson
in his ‘History of the French in India,” that of
all the decisive actions that have been fought in
India, there is not one more memorable than
this.”” The circumstance which stamps it as
such is that it was the very first of its kind, that
it proved, to the surprise of both parties, the
overwhelming superiority of the European soldier
to his Asiatic rival. It inaugurated a new area,
it introduced a fresh order of things, it was the
first step to the conquest of Hindustan by a Euro-
pean power. ‘“Whether that power were French
or English,’ *says Malleson, ¢ would depend upon
the relative strength of the two nations, and even
more on the character of the men by whom that
strength should be put in action.  The battle
which introduced this change deserves, then, well
to be remembered; and, in recalling it to our
memories, let not us, who are English, forget that
the merit of it is due, solely and entirely, to that
great nation which fought with us the battle of
empire on Indian soil, and did not win it *...
And what, one cannot help feeling on reading
this chivalrous distribution of compliments, what
about the little Swiss soldier who did the thing?
—If we agree with Fortescue that the British had
no tradition to guide them in such a situation,
we might say that for a Swiss it was just the

kind of fight our ancestors liked best. Is it not
in the tradition of Grandson, Morat, Dornach,
and Novarra? ¢ Of all the fruits of the long
friendship which French and Swiss sealed with
each other’s blood in the furious struggle of
Marignano,”” says the great historian of the Eng-
lish Army, ¢ none is more remarkable than this
(St. Thomé). The memory of Paradis should be
honoured in England, since he taught us the
secret of the conquest of India.”

The first to learn the lesson of St. Thomé was
Robert Clive himself, who, at the moment of the
battle was a prisoner of war at Madras, and had
ample time to occupy his mind with visions of
conquest and empire, which appeared to him to
offer a quicker road to fame and fortune than the
toil of a clerk and trader. So far English and
French had been nominally at peace in India.
They were however busily intriguing under the
cover of Indian nabobs and making preparations
for the struggle which everybody felt to be
imminent. Very much would, of course, depend
on which side would be able to get the biggest
number of recruits from Europe. With men like
Paradis there could have been little doubt that
Dupleix would have been successful, as he was
the first in the field. But Paradis was killed near
Oulgary before Pondichery, in an attack on some
trenches held for the Indians by a handful of
English officers and men. He fell when he was
almost eye to eye with a young English enseign—
Robert Clive again. The French reinforcements
which arrived from Iurope were of the worst
description, ** un assis de gueux, vils coquiny
que 100 hommes devaient battre,” wrote Dupleix
himself on Februs 15th, 1753, and he repeated
his demand for ‘600 Suisses par exemple, qui
encadreraient bien les recrues.”’

Dupleix had to go without the Swiss, the
English having secured them in the meantime.
Captain de Gingins—Gingen, as the English call
him—seems to have gone to India alone or with
a British transport in 1750.  Barly in 1751 we
find him commanding a detachment of Europeans
and Indians which was to oppose the forces of
Dupleix and Chunda Sahib. But Gingen’s troops
were worse even than the French. They would
run away at the mere sight of the enemy. Their
commander took infinite pains to hold them to-
gether and to turn these recruits into soldiers.
He succeeded by dint of perseverance, by an ex-
ample of personal bravery and integrity which
shamed the cowards into discipline and inspired
the brave with confidence in their leader. His
best assistant in this work was the commissariat
ofticer of the detachment—Captain Clive. In
April 1751 Gingen was able to carry the fortified
position of the French and Indians near Verda-
chelum, but in a new encounter, which took place
in May near Valconda, on the road between Arcot
and Trichinopoly, the English force suffered a
defeat and was almost dispersed.  Gingen fell
upon Trichinopoly, where he shut himself up,
whilst Clive got his first independent mission,
which was to go to Madras, to form a new army
there, and bring it up to the rescue of Pondi-
cherr, Gingen was in the meantime holding out
bravely with his little force, whose morale had
become decidedly better ‘It was now,” says
Orme, ‘ that the English began to be ashamed
of having retreated before such an enemy; and
judging, as usual, from events, to blame their
commander for an excess of caution in his retreat,
of which their own panicks had been the princi-
pal cause, for Gingen was undoubtedly a man of
courage and had seen much service in Europe.
His prudence became absolutely neces now,
as the French had taken posession of posts in
which they could do no harm to the town, but from
which they could not be driven without great
loss. He therefore determined to preserve his
men, whilst the enemy fatigued their troops and
exhausted their ammunition to no purpose.”
The situation was indeed
Food was scarce and there was such a lack of
ammunition that every French shot and cannon
ball was carefully collected. Once he was able
to cut off a body of French dragoons by a success-
ful ambuscade, an event which made his men
more impatient than ever. At last Clive arrived
with the new army, with which, near Kaveripak,
he had gained his first victory under conditions
almost identical with those which had confronted
Paradis at St. Thomé.

Whilst Captain Gingen's name disappears
from the lists, a great deal is heard in Clive's
and Lawrence’s reports and memoirs about the
Swiss companies which early in 1752 had landed
on Indian soil. = Sir Luke Schaub, a citizen of
Basle, who had been (ieorge the First’s ambassa-
dor at Versailles, had conducted the negotiations
which led to the engagement by the East India
Company of four companies of Swiss Infantry
and two companies of artillery from the Protes-
tant Cantons. The first or Grenadier Company,
under the command of Captain Chabbert of
Geneva, served under Lawrence in this first cam-
paign. It made itself so much feared that French-
man and Indian gave up all hope and disbanded
when the grenadiers appeared (Cultru: Dupleix).
And they seemed to be always present where and
when they were most wanted. We need not be
surprised when we learn that they suffered ter-

extremely difficult.

rible losses too, as is seen from the frequent
change of commanders (Chabbert, Gaupp, Giirt-
ler, Polier). The second company, commanded
by Captain Henry Schaub of Basle, a nephew of
Sir Luke, had the misfortune to be taken at sea
before they could land. They made up for the
time thus lost after their being set free in 1754.
The third Swiss company, under Captain Paul
Polier de Bottens seems to have replaced the
grenadiers when that excellent corps was sur-
prised whilst covering a convoy in 1754, and was
destroyed to a man. The fourth company, under
Captain Ziegler of Berne, was chiefly used in
Bengal. The fate of the 5th and 6th companies,
which are mentioned by some writers, and of the
2nd artillery company are not known, whilst the
first company of artillery, under Captain Louis
d’Illens of Lausanne, had as brilliant a record
as the grenadiers.

From some letters of these officers we learn
that the relations between the Swiss and their
British comrades were most cordial. Whether
it was this good fellowship or the fact that the
Swiss companies could no longer be filled up
that induced the authorities to merge the Swiss
into English units in 1758, we cannot now decide.
To one privilege however, the Swiss held fast
wherever they served: They would not stand
the indignity of bodily punishment, which was
usual in the English armies even much later, and
no Swiss soldier was to be courtmartialled, ex-
cept by judges of his own nationality. ’

Very much could be said about the fate and
the deeds of valour of individual officers and men.
Captain Polier, for instance, who at Seringham
decided the issue of the battle and was given the
command of a division, but being twice wounded
had to pass it on to Captain Calliaud. Disting-
uished and wounded again and again he rose to
the rank of Major General, and Governor of Fort
St. George on the Coast of Coromandel. Captain
Fischer distinguished himself at the taking of
Machlipatanam, and there was quite a little band
of young Balese officers (Schaub, Gaupp, Giirtler,
de Beck, Wagner) who vied with each other in
rsonal bravery and a rapid rise to higher com-
missions, They were far outdone, however, by
their fellow citizen Daniel Frischmann, who
having gone oust to India as a private, returned
after 18 years with the rank of a Colonel. He
was indeed lucky to have come out of so many
dangers and fevers as would beset a man in India. ~
Most of his 600 comrades never returned. Never-
theless, they were followed by many hundred men
only about 40. years later, when the Neuchatel
Regiment de Meuron passed from the Dutch ser-
vice into that of Great Britain, and in the taking
of Seringapatam won the praise of Wellington
himself.

But that’s another story. .

Address of the Archbishop of Canterbury on the
occasion of the National Service of Prayer for
the Disarmament Conference in St. Paul’s
Cathedral.

*The civilised world is approaching one of
the turning-points in its history. Beyond question
the International Conference on Disarmament
which is to meet at Geneva next February will
be the most momentous assembly which has
taken place since the Peace Conference at the end
of the war. It has been truly said that *its
decisions will probably determine whether the
ideals which underlie the League of Nations are
to prevail or whether Europe is going to return
to the old system of an armed balance of power
which would be the certain prelude to another
world war.” And who can doubt that in another
world war civilisation itself might perish?

* The claim of the old evil maxim * If you
wish for peace you must prepare for war’ has
been for ever shattered. The lesson of the Great
War has been written large — literally in letters
of blood — that great armaments can only lead
to war. It is as certain as anything can be thar
it was the enormous growth of armaments and
the sense of insecurity and fear which they caused
which made the Great War inevitable. Most
rightly, therefore, the nations, our own included,
who signed the Covenant which is part of the
Treaty of Paris declare that ‘ the maintenance
of peace requires the reduction of armaments to
the lowest point consistent with national safety
and the enforcement by common action of inter-
national obligations.’

CC£200 A MINUTE.?”

¢ More than ten years have passed. Yet still,
in spite of all the reductions achieved by the Naval
Conferences at Washington and London, the level
of armaments remains as high as ever. The world
1s spending on them no less than £2,000,000 a day
and we in this country £200 a minute. Truly the
time has come when a dcliberate attempt must
be made by international agreement to remove
this intolerable burden, this continuing menace,
from the peoples ot the world.

“Tet it not be forgotten that in this matter
there lies npon the nations who signed the treaty
of ne an oblieation ¢f honoumr. Here ave ity
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terms : * The Allied and associated Powers wish
to make it clear that their requirements in regard
to German armaments were not made solely with
the object of rendering it impossible to resume
her policy of military aggression. They are also
the first step towards the reduction and limita-
tion of armaments which they seek to bring about
as one of the most fruitful preventatives of war
and which it would be one of the first duties of
the League of Nations to promote.” Thus national
stability and national honour alike demand that
a serious endeavour should now be made to stand
by these declarations,

** This, then, is the task of the fateful con-
ference which is to meet next February — to effect
a progressive reduction of armaments by general
agreement.  There is no question of one-sided
disarmament. The essence of the problem is a
general agreement to disarm. Our own country,
we may honestly say, will enter the Conference
in a position of strong moral authority. She
has already made more substantial reductions
than any other country. Indeed, there are many
who think she has already reached the lowest
point consistent with her safety and obligations.
This very fact creates a difficulty which her repre-
sentatives at Geneva will have to face. It may
not be possible for them to accept some general
reduction by a fixed common percentage. But
within classes of armaments there are possibilities
of reduction which she must be willing to offer.
What we ask of our representatives — and we
ask it most earnestly — is that they will strain
every nerve to bring about at least a true and
honest beginning in general disarmament.

THE CONSEQUENCE OF FAILURE.

¢ Assuredly the consequence of failure can-
not be contemplated without dismay. It might
mean the withdrawal of Germany from the
League, even her determination to begin the in-
crease of her own armaments. It would cer-
tainly mean a most serious blow to the authority
of the League and to all its efforts to hold the
world together by an international rule of reason
and justice. It would be a setback to all the
hopes of a period of settled confidence essential
to the recovery of the world from its present
confusion and distress. God in His mercy grant
that a calamity so grievous may be averted.

¢ We cannot shut our eyes to the immense
difficulties which stand in the way. These
difficulties call not only for the patient efforts
of statesmen meeting in conference, but even
more for the powers which are latent in the
public opinion of the peoples of the world
themselves,  Armaments, as the Secretary for
Foreign Affairs has said, are but the symptom
of a disease. It is well indeed to attack the
sympton, but it is the disease itself which must
ultimately be reached and healed. And that
disease is fear. The spirit of fear is still haunt-
ing the nations. Tt is this which makes them
cling nervously to their armaments.

““Yet since the war a great structure of
arbitration treaties, some 300 in number, has
been built up. Nay, sixty-one nations, and
among them all of the most powertul, have bound
themselves by the Pact of Paris to renounce war
as an instrument of national policy, and have
agreed that the settlement of all disputes, of
whatever nature or origin they may be, which
may arise among them shall never be sought
except by pacific means.  Are not such solemn
pledges enough to banish fear? TIf they are
not, the question arises whether these States are
to be trusted to mean what they have said and
to stand by their pledged word.

“TIf there be any doubt as to the answer the
v grave and ominous question remains — has
civilisation itself the strength of will, of convic-
tion, of courage, to maintain the ideals on
which its very existence depends, or must it
still, and alw. ive way to the old untamed
competitive instinets of primitive mankind?
These are questions which only the public
opinion of the peoples can answer. Here sounds
the call to Christian citizens in every land. To
them the renunciation of war as an instrument
of national policy must be a matter not of mere
aspiration, but of loyalty to the mind and spirit
of the Lord whom they profess to serve. And if
fear be banished the reduction of armaments will
follow.

WAR DEBTS AND TARIFFS.

*There is another and kindred disease of
which armaments are a sympton — the disease of
a selfish nationalism which moves one nation to
press its own advantage without regard to the
needs of others.  This is the ultimate cause of
the vast economic depression which has come
upon the world. All the perplexities, appre-
hensions, confusions which surround the words
reparation, war debts, tariff walls, are growths
which spring from this same root of a self-
seeking nationalism. Yet the very distress which
binds the whole world in bondage is a proof that
the world is now one community of nations in
which the welfare of one member means the
welfare of all and the calamity of one member
brings calamity to all.

“ Tt may well be asked whether the time has
not come when the state of the world demands
that an international conference should be
assembled which, accepting this fundamental
truth, might endeavour by  international
co-operation to stay the distress and hasten
the recovery of the world’s economic life.
Assuredly, the only hope of rescuing civilisation
from its present plight is to make the fact
which that very plight proclaims — namely, the
oneness of the whole body of nations — the ruling
principle of international life. Then, so far as
this problem of disarmament is concerned, the
question of each nation would be, not what
armaments does it need to maintain its own
position, but what contribution can it make to
the armaments needed to defend the unity of
nations against any aggressor who would try to
break it.

‘¢ Looking forward to the coming conference,
we bid our statesmen enter it with the deter-
mination to do their very utmost that its
purpose may prevail.  Their fellow-countrymen
will stand around them in eager expectation
and will pray that God’s blessing and guidance
may be given to the conference so that it may
open out the way along which the nations of the
world, set free from tfear, may find hope and
healing and peace.”

THE EDITOR’S POST-BAG.
Dear ¢ Kyburg,”

Permit me to thank you deeply for your noble
spirited article in the Swiss Observer of January
2nd, breathing human feeling and sympathy.
You have given me and, 1 hope, many serious
thinking readers the treat of the Season, words
which gladden the hearts of people who believe
in Humanity, who are hopeful of the realization
of the ultimate aims of the pacifist movement
throughout the world.

Such words sound like Christmas bells, words
that try to do their share in lifting out of the mud
the maxim so much misused in past and present
alike : Peace on earth and Goodwill among men.

For eternal peace in this world of ours is the
basic principle for the existence of true civiliza-
tion.

Yours very sincerely,
J.A.

“ MISCELLANEOUS _ADVERTISEMENTS |‘

Not exceeding 3 lines:—Per insertion. 2/6: three insertions 5-
Postage extra on replies addressed clo Swiss Observer

WAERE Deutsch Schweizerfamilie in der
Lage ein 14 monatiges Kind (Midchen) in liebe-
volle Pflege zu nehmen bis Irithjahr, gegen
wochentliche Bezahlung von 12/6. Offerten Box
No. 11, ¢/o Swiss Observer, 23, Leonard Street,
E.C.2.

SINGLE Bedroom with Board 30/- incl. No
extras.  Quiet couple (Anglo-Swiss). 5 minutes
Tube ‘¢ Colindale,” 1 minute Bus aud Tram.—
Apply 7 p.m. 33, Sheaveshill Avenue, Colin-Park,
N.W.9.

NAEHE Walham Green Station, Grosses
Mobeliertes Zimmer zu vermieten fiir 2 Personen,
15/- wochentlich.  Auch Kleineres Zimmer 9/6,
7, Fabian Road, Fulham,

FORTHCOMING EVENTS.

Nouvelle Société  Helvétique —  Wednesday,
January 20th, at 745 p.m., at * Swiss
House,” 34/35, FIitzroy Square, W.1.

Monthly Meeting followed by the projection
of colour photographs (of England) by Mr.
L. D. Taiamon, F.R.P.S. and Mr. Lucien
Blane.

Friday, January 29th, at 8 pm. till 2 am. —
Swiss Club_(Schweizerbund) — Fancy Dress
Ball — Special Band, Prizes for best Dresses.
Entrance Fee 2/-. at 74, Charlotte Street, W.

Monday, February 1st, at 8.30—Société Culinaire
Suisse : Annual Dinner and Ball at 1, Ger-
rard Place, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.1.

Wednesday, February 3rd, at 7.30 p.m.—Société
de Secours Mutuels—Monthly Meeting, at
74, Charlotte Street, W.1.

Saturday, Februnary 6th — Swiss Mercantile
Society Ltd. — Cinderella Dance — at Mid-
land Hotel. (Further details to follow.)

Friday, February 19th — from 7.30 — 2 aan. —
Swiss Choral Society — Buffet Dance — at
the First Avenue Hotel, High Holborn.
<(Further details to follow).

SWISS BANK CORPORATION,

(A Company limited by Shares incorporated in Switzerland)

99, GRESHAM STREET, E.C.2.
and 1lc, REGENT STREET, S.W. 1.

Capital Paid up £6,400,000
Reserves - - £1,960,000

Deposits - - £43,000,000

The WEST END BRANCH
opens Savings Bank Accounts on
which will be credited
at 2} per cent. until further notice.

interest

FOYER SUISSE, 15, Upper Bedford P1., W.C.1

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17th, 1932.
at 4 o’clock.
MUSICAL AFTERNOON,

Arranged by Miss RurH BERTSCHINGER.

AT

FOYER SUISSE

Every Swiss Girl Welcome. Tea Provided.

ADVERTISEMENT
IS THE MOTHER OF
NECESSITY

In other words, if you advertise insistently
you will CREATE a market for your
goods. Well d Printing is e tial
if your advertising is to possess the
necessary * punch.” Therefore send along
your enquiries for Leaflets, Circulars,
Folders, Price Lists, etc,,to - -

Frederick Printing Co. Ltd.
23, Leonard Street, London, E.C.2
Telephone Clerkenwell 9595.

The

Goont o ot
at ety nmf-zﬁ Jgea%/

Divine Bervices.
EGLISE SUISSE (1762),

(Langue frangaise.)
79, Endell Street, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.C.2.
(Near New Oxford Street)
Dimanche 17 Janvier 11h. Mons. Scarabin, par
exchange avec I'Eglise Francaise.
6.30 — M. M. Pradervand.
7.30 — Répétition du Choeur,

Pour tous renseignements concernant actes
pastoraux, etc., priere de s'adresser 3 M. R. Hoff-
mann-de Visme, 102, Hornsey Lane, N.6. (Télé-
phone: Archway 1798) —Heure de réception a
I'église: Mercredi de 10.30—12 h.

SCHWEIZERKIRCHE
(Deutschsct ische G
St. Anne’s Church, 9, Gresham Street, E.C.2.

(near General Post Office.)

de)

Sonntag, den 17. Januar 1932,
11 Uhr morgens, Gottesdienst und Sonntag.
schule.
7 Uhr abends, Gottesdienst.
8 Uhr abends, Chorprobe.

Anfragen wegen Religions-bezw. Confirmanden-
unterricht und Amtshandlungen sind erbeten
an den Pfarrer der Gemeinde. C. Th. Hahn,
43, Priory Road, Bedford Park, W.4 (Tel:
Chiswick 4156).

Printed for the Proprietors, by Tue Freperick PriNtiNG Co.,
Ltp., at 23, Leonard Street, London, E.C.2.
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