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Go All Our Readers

A
Prosperous New Year

{]

HOME NEWS ’

(Compiled by courtesy of the following contem-
poraries: National Zeitung, Neue Ziircher
Zeitung, St. Galler Tagblatt, Vaterland and
Tribune de Genéve).

FEDERAL.
THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SWISS FEDERAL RAIIWAYS.

Dr. H. Walther (Lucerne) has been appointed
Chairman of the Board of the Swiss Federal Rail-
ways.  Dr. Walther is a member of Parliament
and has been on the Board for several ye

RESIGNATION OF FEDERAL JUDGE G. BERTA.

At the end of this year, M. Berta will retire
trom his post. G, Berla was bo's ins 1870 at
Giubiasco, and is the brother of the well-known
Ticino painter Berta who vecently died. He
studied law at the Universities of Lausanne,
Munich and Berne, and held the degree of doctor
of law. He started his career at Bellinzona and
tor several years he held a post a.t the Federal
Chancery in Berne. I'rom 1899 § 1910 he was
Professor of law at the ( ommelcml University in
St. Gallen. In 1911 he was appornted one of the
Judges of the Appeal Court of the Canton of
Ticino, where he remained until 1920. Since the
foundation of the Federal Insurance Tribunal, he
was a member of this Court, which he presided
over for the last 4 years. He has presided over
several International Tribunals settling disputes
amongst the following countries : Italy-Germany,
Italy-Austria, TItaly-Hungary, TItaly-Bulgaria.
Dr. Berta was.an eminent lawyer and an excellent
Judge. *

HUGE DAM CONSTRUCTION.

Switzerland is progressively exploiting its
natural resources by the harnessing of its water
power, and operations have now started on the
new dam of the Dixence, near Sion, in the Rhone
Valley.

The building of this dam involves the con-
struction of a new road, a special railway line,
a funicular and several aerial railways. A large
artificial lake is to be formed at an altitude of
7.350tt. retained within a dam 500 yards long.
300ft. high and 220ft. thick at the base. FEight
thousand car loads of cement will be used for
its construction. To-day, nearly 1,800 men are
employed.

The height of the watertall will be approxi-
mately 50ft. and its output 200,000 h.p.

LOCAL.

ZURICH.

Colonel Edward Locher, a Partner of the firm
Locher & Cie, Building contractors, has died at
the age of 60.

LUCERNE.

M. Plazidus Meyer von Schauensee, a noted
lawyer and judge died at Lucerne at the age of 82.
BASLE.

Prof. H. Kreis, formerly analytical chemist
of the canton of Basle has died in Basle at the
age of 70. Prof. Kreis retired from his post earty
last year.

SOLOTHURN.

The 450th Anniversary
canton Solothurn into the
celebrated on the 23rd of last week.

of the entry of the
Confederation was
The guests

were received by the members of the Cantonal
Government at the Town Hall. The Federal
Council was represented by M. Hiiberlin, Presi-
dent of the Swiss Confederation and M. Musy:
the Government of the canton Fribourg arrived
in corpore, and different cantons sent delegations.
The ** Kantonsrat ’ held a solemn meeting, and
in order to mark this important event, voted a
credit of 50,000f. for the unemployed and an
amount of 30,000f. as a Christmas present to be
distributed amongst old people. M. Hiiberlin,
President of the Swiss Confederation, made a
speech which was received with great enthusiasm.
The Socialist party abstained from participating
in the festivities.
GENEVE.

Jurglars broke into the shop of Messrs
Jaccard, Jewellers at Geneva, and stole jewellry
to the value of 20,000f., the firm was not insured
against burglary.

THURGAU.

The butchers of Romanshorn have decided to
supply all unemployed with meat at a reduction of
20 per cent.

GRAUBUENDEN.

The first section of the Davos Parsenn Cable
Railway, which was opened recently, carries pas-
sengers up more than 2,200 feet in ten minutes
to within easy reach of the Parsenn ski-ing region,
thus making many runs and tours much more
accessible to skiers. This first section, the con-
struetion of which was started in June last, com-
prises two tunnels, an iron bridge, and several
stone’ viaducts.  The second part, another 1,500
feet or so, will be completed next year, and some
work has already been. done on-it. The modern
all-steel cars arve fitted with the newest devices,
are comfortably heated amui smooth-running, and
are provided with automatic breakes, which would
come into aetion at once-if the cable should snap.
The section now epen'leads to the ** middle”
station, at which, when the whu]e line is complete,
passengers will change cars for the last bit. This
middle station is situated just below the Hohen-
weg, a picturesque pathway running along the
mountain-side 2,000 feet above Davos; and the
terminus of the final section will be the Weissfluh
Joch, where a new restayrant has already been
built in readiness. The first section deals with
the steepest part of the climb, and skiers will find
no great difficulty this winter in reaching the
starting points of the various runs.

* * *

A fire completely destroyed the Hotel Seehof,
at Lenzerheide. This Hotel was ¢only opened in
1930.

SCHAFFHAUSEN.

The Brick Works Thayngen A. (. at Tayngen
were destroyed by fire list Sunday, the damage
caused is estimated to be about 500,000f.

LOCAHNO.

On * Christmas day the prison- authorities
hoisted the white flag, a sign that the prison was
devoid  of any .*‘ pensioners,” this is the first
Christmas for the last 10 years that the authori-
ties were able to.close down.

VAUD.

A Christmas Eve tragedy has aroused great
emotion in the little village of Froideville. It
caused the death of a gendarme named Arthur
Genier, aged 43, the fathér of four children, who
were preparing to spend the evening round their
Christmas ‘tree.

An Italian mason in - the village threatened
to shoot his wife, but she escaped from the house
and reported at the police-station. On the gen-

| darme going to the house, the Ttalian opened the

door and fired. The gendarme fell mortally
wounded. For three hours he lay on the floor

bleeding to death, as the Ttalian kept up a con-
tinuous fire so that no one dare approach. Even-
tually the gendarme was taken to hospital, where
he died.

A regular siege ensued. by the force of twenty
police, headed by a magistrate and armed with
tear-gas pistols.: The Ttalian continued to fire in
all directions, and it was not until midnight that
the house could be entered. He was then found
dead, ‘having fired a shot through his head.

NOTES AND GLEANINGS.

By KyBURG.
1931
Ein sonnenloser Tag will leis zerrinnen,
Mir ist, als s
Das sich mit silberzarten Nebe
Verhiillt den weissen, schemenhaften Leib.
Ein Weib, das sich mit zogernder Gebirde,
Die auflebt und verflackert und verwebt,
Den schmalen Weg durch stille Stunden tastet
Und Schritt fiir Schritt auf granvem Grunde
geht,
Das ab und zu nur wie in miidem Traume
Die geisterblasse Hand zum Herzen hebt,
Allwo das feine, bliuliche Geider,
Wie unter Wellenschligen leise bebt.
(Marie Bretscher).
1932
Ein neuer Morgen will sein Antlitz heben,
Noch steht er wie verkettet auf der Schwelle,
Doch leise schon zur Stirne steigt die Welle
Des roten Blutes, und die Lider beben.
Die Arme aus den miichtigen Schlingen streben
Empor, empor! Aufrauscht des Lichtes Quelle
Und steigt und stiirzt in stromendem Gefiille,
Treibt tief zum Grund jedwedes Dimmerweben.
Hoch iiber weisse Firnen geht sein Schreiten,
Und seine Augen fassen alle Weiten,
Und mihlich, mit der Stunden fernem Schlag

Steigt er hinauf zum steilsten IFelsenrande

Und neigt sich vor der Soune miichtigem Brande

Und schwingt sich jubelnd in den hohen Tag.
(Marie Bretscher).

Elena Lunghiin ** Un Articolo?”” in our issue
of the 12th December, 1931, opined that the Public
sees and reads too much, and that, therefore, ‘it
is rather difficult to find something to tell it.

This being he cad of the old wud the begin
ning of the New Year, when New-Year’s resolu-
tions are being made and broken, T might, peérhaps,
appeal to our Readers to adopt vet one more of
those Resolutions, to wit : Let’s beware ourselves
of reading headlines only !

Being one of those inquisitive persons who
are never quite happy unless they know the
‘“ wherefore ™ of any problem or phenomen that
comes their way, I often find it extremely difficult
to get my friends to substantiate their assertions
and I find, time after time, that what they are
telling me is merely a jumble of headlines they
have glanced at during breakfast time or in the
morning train and on which tare they have then
not formed, but adopted their so-called opinions.
It is most aggravating, this head-line-business,
because it mlw otherwise quite rational men and
also women of their power of thought, of concen:
tration, of memory and you will find that those
people who are afflicted by this head-line disease,
do not remember from one day to the next what
they have read. "Hence the ease with which the
yellow press influences its public. Hence the
muddled outlook on anything political, economi-
cal, ete., which you find among the masses. Hence
the /17-Will that can be produced in the twinkling
of an eye by the Stunt-Newspapers.

And, to my mind, it is this [1I-Will, largely
it not quite, an artificial product, which lies at
the bottom of our present-day crisis, political and
economical.

At heart, and when they are free from the
poisonous dope given them daily at breakfast-time
by the yellow press, not only of this country, but
of all countries, these people are quite good fel-
lows. Ask any one of them and he will tell you
that he .quite agrees thatthe nationals of any
given country are quite decent chappies, and that
he, personally, certainly wishes them no harm and
fully realises that the human family can imprave
its present-day standard of living only by all-pul-
ling together and working and playing together
and observing the rules of the game. Etc., etc.

Well then, and as I do not wish to outline
my case further, but only to draw attention to it,
I think that if we made an honest effort to read
not only the headlines, but the articles below
them, we would find either that the article below
them does not bear out what the headline suggests,
or that the whole matter is relatively unimportant
and certainly not worth making a fuss about.
Besides, we shall find that in a great many cases
the assertions are disproved next day, or with-
drawn or otherwise toned down. But, in order
to find out these happenings we must take the
trouble to read the whole article. Otherwise, we
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get an entirely wrong idea of most of the impor-
tant events which, after all, are the very events
which affect our daily life and are likely to affect
our future.

At this Season of Goodwill, it is up to us, I
think, to make an effort to think straight, to
banish all thoughts of hatred, of prejudice, of ill-
feeling for past wrongs and to look forward to a
time when we shall all be brethren of one great
human family.

As in the past, when the Continent was sub-
divided into a very great number of little states,
little so-called free towns and republics and when
each of them had its own little army, its own
customs barriers, its own ambassadors even, and
when, as a result of this subdivision ad absurdum
they fought each other like tigers until they were
all ruined, so to-day, when distances have been
shortened tremendously and it takes less time
to get from Sidney Australia to London than it
took in the Middle Ages to travel from Zurich to
Hamburg, we find that the 'World is cut up in a
tremendous number of small nations, Kingdoms,
Republics, Free States, etc., all with their own
army, etc. see above!

We are very near the same end which befell
those little States in the Middle Ages. We are
very nearly on the point of falling into the bot-
tomless pit out of which no Gold-Standard and no
League of Nations would save us.
it hoping too much that the Nations of
the Earth shall see the danger, ere it's too late
and that they shall act in harmony, ere their dis-
union cripple them beyond repair, beyond hope?

Is it not time that the narrower form of
Nationalism, such as exists in England, Irance,
Germany, Switzerland, Italy, ete., shall be modi-
fied? Are we not Huropeans and Human Beings?
Why should we Swiss, for instance, think that we
are better than any others? If, in some respect
we are better, is it not because we had better op-
portunities than others, or, perhaps, because we
underwent our schooling centuries earlier than
others? Should we not, therefore, Help others,
rather than sit on the laurels won for us by our
Ancestors. Should it not be Switzerland’s fore-
most task to Lead, morally? “And yet, what do
they prate about at our Federal Festivals? The
song of the Fathers, of William Tell, Winkelried
and others, but not the Song of I'uture, when
the Sons of the present-day Fathers shall be proud
to be not only Swiss, but E uropeans.  Switzer-
land’s \'eulmllt\ and Sovereignity must be modi-
fied sooner or later if the \\ulld is to progress.
Why not le beau geste now? Why not risk it?

When I was at school, we were told that old
Latin tag according to which it is glorious to die
for one’s country.

It is, of course, much sweeter, to Live for it,
but if there is anything at all in the idea that
when a country is attacked it behoves its men to
defend it, surely then it would be much better
to risk a Death by trying to show the world a
lofty leadership in progress, Disarmament, for
instance, than to wait until the chaotic conditions
into which we are drifting make it necessary for
us or our children to perish by the sword and by
the fire!

I believe Switzerland could light a beacon of
hope in declaring for Disarmament on a vast scale,
on a scale that would be unequivocal to all, and

acting on such a declaration, whether otheis
would follow at once or not. )
The present-day jealousy of _the armed

Nations hl"l()l]lld]llg Switzerland would anyhow
prevent any of thém seizing us at once.

And what, if they did, what if our ((mntl\
became the battle- gwund for foreign armies, as
it was before?

If the World is lmll\ mor: .111\ hdnkrupt tllul’
to my mind, it would be muc h better to bring
matters to an issue at once.

There is no hope in pm(l.\stiudtiou in shir-
kmg vital issues, in shutting one’s eye to the so
obvious and inevitable dangers that await us, un-
less We Disarm. )

If ‘there is any sound .reasoning -in my
thoughts, as given above, then it follows that
Gymnastics  and ‘Sports must take the place of
mlht.nv training of Switzerland’s youth. Dis-

" cipline must: be tdllg.,ht because a young man not

hmmg learnt discipline is like & rudderless ship
in a storm. “But the army is ‘not necessary to
achieve this. The army is an obsolete weapon,
the: weapon. of the h'l"‘hth veapon: of de-
fence and attack, and, unles «(d tor police
duties only and luulted in size and equipment fér
that dut\, itis an anachronism and a real dianger
to Peace. We.must get rid of the idea that we
feel pride in our army. I know we do. I do, but,
we must steel ourselves to change our feelings and
our .views, otherwise, we hlhlll never . be’ g(md
citizens of the greater unit, whatever that ma
be. Let’s be proud, as the Londoner proud; of:
., change

it.to a Police force pure and \lm]ll(’

‘Let 1o one think that I am not proud uf onr
But then, T am proud of some |n( lks I

Goodisit Hniony Men* af alry
preac hed .llI over the wor 1d dm ng

tllew h-\\ d

of (‘hri.stnms and New-Year, but, at heart we pay
lipservice only to the noble sentiment first spoken

by the Christian Saviour.
I remember the day when War was declared
by England.  In 1914.  An English friend of

mine and I were walking down Victoria Street
that evening when we were accosted by a young
German who was hurrying to the Station to see
whether he could still get.away. He told us, with
tears in his eyes, that he had lived here for years,
that he had no wish at all to de any harm to En
land or the English, but that he was hur 3
home to Germany, because war had been declared
and because, therefore, He Had to Join Up.

No. doubt, -later on, under the influence of
sufficient doses of war-lies he developed sufficient
war-psychology to be able to shoot, bayonet or
otherwise kill, burn or poison-gas a few or as
many as he could, of his former pals.  That Is
War. But, that man, if he killed a great num-
ber of his former pals, was not a criminal mur-
derer, oh no, he was a hero. That.Is Insanity.

If all men of all nations, in that fateful
August 1914 had refused to go to war, That would
have been Goodwill towards Mankind.

They would have been put into prison and

branded as criminal or idiotic lunaties, or as
cowards,
My dear Readers; you may be surprised at

my article at this time of the year. let me
tell you this, as a parting shot :

Be Honest with Yourself, Think it out, Don't
Repeat Nimply What Others Nay or What You
Read, But THINK for Yourself.

The process is'very inconvenient, it leads you
to very unorthodox thuu“htx you may go wrong
and err, but believe me, 1t is mucl better to think
for ,\'nmwli and err in the process' than not to
think at all. And it will only be by people think-
ing really hard and pondering over the result of
present-day Nationalism, etc., that we shall get
a Universal "Free ()pmmn Breathing Goodicill
4monr/ Men.

But,

PENNY-WISE AND £ FOOLISH!

This is the conclusion at. which every good
Swiss, having the international welfare in mind,
must have arrived when becoming.aware. of the
fact that the Swiss National Couneil by T4 votes
to 45 decided to cut down the credit for the Swiss
Delegation to. the Disarmament: (‘onference next
year, whilst on the other hand, preparations on a
lavish scale have been undertaken at Geneva for
this conference, -as announced by the Swiss
Observer ¢t DecemberyftPtiu, d5inn seie ¢

Such a decision is incomprehensible if one
considers that millionsy. of, Franes: will come to
Switzerland directly and indirectly through. the
Disarmament and Intemsltmn.ul Conferences, and
that the grant in question js destined for the most
noble cause, that of premoting and securing inter-
national peace and. welfare. i

It is obvious that; the Swiss eredit reduction
for the disarmament is not. giving a good P\AIH[)](’
; mtrie; \Imul(l not just Switzer-
land “thaf - was “spared- from’' the’ Iyar And its
disastrous consequences show other nations her
eratitude and her great interest in the Disarma-
ment .Problem l)\' supporting  same maunmni»
mously? o . ;

-Such an m't on the part of . N\lt/ell.\n(l W mlld
mean a blessing and a idivine: service:not only to
herself but to-the whole eivilisation: ¢

Tt is “therefore ‘most regrettable that:'our
National Councils with the right spirit in the Dis-
ar mameut,(quentmn are-in ainoxity.t., ..
' J g + Christian Kuwn:

"EBirminghain;

e,
Ingla ml

NEWS- F ROMI'THE COLONY.

L’ESCALADE DE LA COLONlE GENEVOISE
DE LONDRES. .. .. .

"'Notre petit
bre au Restaur
‘dénce de Monsieur Ragul de Cintra.
sents 23 memln es, par lesquels I'on remar qu
nutle le pré ulent 1e paﬂtem de I’T olis
M. R. Hoffmann- de Viste, M. (0 Canipart,
Charnaux, B. Cottier, le Dr.
per, llm\\muer P.Oltramare, P’ Savoie,
Messieurs L. ‘and A. Flaegel pére -at' filsy les
d(ne'n ‘6t benjamin respeomu de "la* réunion;iét:

"authes! figures- bien connues. il airide

Cé fnt une soirée tvds réussie, qui fit revk

‘coetir dé chacun"1an’ des épisodes les plis

Pdgam sous [a prési-
Etaient pré-
ait,

“H.
I’erri(‘-re. Fred Gam-

.lll

“glorieux’ et les plus romantiques-de'1’Histoire de
'Geneve si ‘riche ‘en évéiiements ‘qui (mt eu lem:

m.sirm Inen ‘au db'l‘m ﬂe ses mmx.

tm'me d’une ("h‘mmque drrangée pdl'
“‘Canipart, des diners @'Bscalade des
'(19 Lon 1res e ) 1mis .depuis Teur
\in mamlscrlpt déx"plus
lllf(‘l‘e\ ants, ﬂwompagne de “documents” dont la
valeur rétrospective ne manquera pas d’augmenter

L geney tion, of, the 8 oluu

_ding spirit of optimism ;

L hard and untixing wor

avec les années, chaque participant signant la
page spéciale dédiée a cette. gentille réunion
annuelle. ., i

Le toast habituel a la santé de Geneéve fut
proposé par Monsieur de Cintra et 1()1‘d1.11(*ment
offert par Passistance. La solennité de Poccas
fut  marquée. par. la  lecture, de Mor
Hoffmann-de Visme, du Réle Officiel des victimes

de I'Escalade, puis, en un mouvement d'une
énergie appropriée et en s’exclamant @ Ainsi
périra- tout ennemi de la Patrie!’ Monsieur de

Cintra défonca d’un couteau (probablement faute
de poignard) la magnitique Marmite 1'Escalade
qui décorait la table,

Monsieur Hoffmann-de Visme eut également
I'obligeance de lire un extrait d’un choix heureux
du livre de Blaise, cette oeuvre toujours si fraiche,
‘qui ne manque jamais de ramener les souvenirs
de tout Genevois' i ses hanes d’école. D’autres
communications, d'un intéret lnxtmlqne, furent

faitex par Monsieur H. Charnaux, qui s’intéresse
“tout particuliérement & ce qui, dans les débris
du passé-de’ Londres, pourrait avoir trait a

I'Histoire de Genéve.

Comme de coutume, le fameux ** carnet noir ’
circula; ce Noil prochain il fera de nouveau des
heureux, a témoin les 350 et quelques enfants de
la grande colonie suisse qui 'an dernier, béné-
ficierent de sex la

Avant de se séparer, le président adressa des
remerciements 3 Messieurs Meschini et son bras
droit W. Notari, qui avaient'si bien préparé table
et menu, et contribué au contentement des
‘Cescaladeurs:®  n’oublions point mnotre jeune
major de tablé M. George Dimier qui lui aussi, v
mit - entrain et gaité, et occasionna quelques
{délicieux bourdonnements- de M. Piaget.

Puisse cette belle tradition de la réunion
A’Escalade, étre mainténue longtemps encore
parmi les quelques Genevois eXilés par les circon-
stances dans la grande capitale br mnmlqne et ses
environs memo les brouillards les plus épais, ne
sautaient réfroidir dans leurs coeurs la place
chaude qu'ils y gardent pour lenr chere ville natale
ou celle de Ieun années e jeunesse,

: ’ HA.

OLD FOLKS CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON AT
'[HE FOYER SUISSE.

Not very lopg ago I had the pleasure to spend
an evening amongst - the younger and coming
I speak of the, \lu;lent~
dlmL of the 'Swiss Mercdntile Society College.
There T was surrounded by youth, by an ynboun-
God's wide warld lay
l)otme them, tlle future belonged to them, life
with its hlrrey cexperiences had not vet succeeded
in putting a (Llulpm on their youthtul aspirations.
many of, them, still looked at the world through
rose (nlmued Q,,ld»m Hardly did I expect then
that soon dttel 1 should be a guest at a function
qnite dlifeteut from the one ||1st mentioned.

The House Committee of the Foyet Suisse
onice again gayeitheir customary Luneheon to the
old Folks, of ithe. Colony: at 15, Upper Bedford
Place, W.C. on Monday, December 21st.  Here
was a gathering of some 50 venerable Ladies and
Gentlemen, most ‘of them at the eventide of their
worldly’ pilgtimage. They have all experienced
life in. its fullness and gladness, as well as in its
harshness and: disappointments. . Many of those
-who' sat-round;those nicely decorated tables could
relate tales of Ditter experiences, of incessant,
,of hardship, but also of
success and lmppmen. ‘some have made. careers
yome have elimbed to- the top of -the ladder, some
have .not reached those exalted heights, but have
rested. half.way, ‘but all of them, I am sure have
struggled to overcome the many adversities of
which, life 'is.so full; and to all of them I hope a
kind providenee will sweeten their remaining days
AMONgGSt s, .

‘To be quite: ((nuhd I must admit that I felt
rather uncomfortable at first, I somehow had an
idea as if 1 was.trespassing, I imagined that all
‘those old-Lad nd Gentlemen (mke(l themselves

~what!on-earthr this ‘¢ baby.?’ has come: here for:

and the first: time in my- life I;was proud of the
few white hairs which T possess and which T so
often' try to hide ; still my embarrassement soon

-owore off, when 1 looked in their kind faces and saw

their happy smiles, after all. what do years matter,
do-we not-all hail from the same country:and.ave
we not members of the same great family?

The Lamcheon started shortly before 2 0’clock,
ané about fifty people sat down to a mest-delicious

‘meéal, whieh Mr. Meyer put before them 3 not (ml\

‘was the: food:
most efficient,!and the staff of the Foyer Suis
could compete: ~anywhere. successfal where
]mhteuvw and ‘attention are Nt]“ const 9]9(] to
beﬂnlt‘lle Vhit 4 to g g

U TleHall "wats \rnvtlmllv’ decomted even ‘a

"pictiire depicting’” the snow clad ‘mountain tops

as 'put-up for the oceasion, arnd T feel sure this
unpieténding paintitigiag brought' baek 'to many
‘present, glorious tinres' of: h(lpp\' days \peut in
thidt’ land? whicl® althougli far away. is ever
present in theiv 'memories, i W .
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