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THE SWISS OBSERVER.

ApriL 4, 1931.

A RETROSPECT.

The present week has seen the finish of the
social functions in our Colony and it is perhaps
an appropriate moment to make a few comments.

[ am not going to dwell on the current topic
of world wide trade and industrial depression,
as | am heartily sick of hearing about it. It has
been drummed into our ears for the last twelve
months, we have been told about it day after day,
hour by hour, and worst of all, we have all, more
or less, felt the pinch.

It is, however, a curious faet, that by read-
ing and hearing about the many brilliant func-
tions which have taken place during the last six
months amongst the various Societies and-Institu-
tions one might easily have jumped to the con-
clusion that we were still living in the boom
period of a few vears ago.

The numerous, perhaps all too numerous
festivities of recent months, have created an at-
mosphere of prosperity, which I dare to call
bluntly superfluous. Not a week has passed with-
out either a Banquet and Dance, Fancy-dress

3all, Cinderella Dance, Smoking and other con-

certs, Cinema Shows, Lectures, Displays, Tea-
parties, ete., ete., and those, who, by virtue of
their office have to put in an appearance for ap-
pearance’s sake must be wellnigh exhausted, and
1 feel sure that the signal * cease firing ' has
come as a welcome relief to them.

Glancing hack at the various splendid fune-
tions, and splendid they were, [ cannot with-
stand the temptation of dwelling at some length
on the overwhelming oratorial displays, and 1
feel sure that the season 1930-31 has, in this
respect reached an even greater activity than in
previous’ years. I am not in the least opposed
to the delighttul art of oration, and I gladly
admit that some of the speeches reached the high
water mark of perfection, and 1 for one
thoroughly enjoyed listening to them, whilst
others were less accomplished, lesk interesting
and a few were distinctly boring. Last year, if
I remember rightly, a discussion between some
of the readers took place in the columns of our
paper, regarding the advisability and sagacity of
making long after dinner speeches, and our
worthy friend ck, a fervent and courageous op-
poser of oratorial outbursts, got rather into hot
water, and remarks such as ** lack of good taste,””
*lowering the tone of the paper’ were hurled
at this * bold” head, and even our lovable
* Kyburg ' received a few nasty kicks for having
dared to make a few harmless remarRs about
ladies dresses. Before I write another line, I
wish to make it quite clear that I am an ardent
supporter of ck in advocating a drastic cut in all
after-dinner speeches. T am- fully aware of the
serious consequences this confession may have tor
me, I can see myself shunned and ignored by my
nearest and dearest friends, I can 1magine with
what icy coldness I shall be received, what black
looks, full of hate will be sent across the table
and perhaps not one single invitation will come
my way vin. Letters of invitations to the
Editor, will bear the crushing sentence : ¢ Please
do not send your reporter < ST.”” as he is not
‘persona grata.””  And when this comes to pass,
I shall then turn in my great feneliness with an
aching and torn heart to all these ladies who
have asked me to champion their cause, and if one
friendly ** thank you *’ and one kind smile comes
my way I shall consider myself recompensed a
thousand times, and I shall go down to my doom
with joy in my heart. Now having professed
myself an opposer to lengthy speeches, 1 feel 1
ought, in fairness to those who are of a different
opinion, to give a few reasons and make a few
suggestions.

My principal and foremost contention is,
that the great majority of Ladies, who are embelli-
shing these Banquets by their radiant beauty do
not care a tinkers toss about those never ending
speeches, They are fully informed about the
merits of that particular Society by their hus-
bands or their friends, they have come to amuse
themselves and to be amused, and last but not
least, to dance.

As it happened so often at recent functions,
dancing never started before about 10.30 p.m.
and thus most of the participants who are not
lucky owners of a limousine (and there are still
a few left) will have to leave at midnight in
order to catch their train. Is it to be wondered
at, that you hear people say, they will not come
any more as it is hardly worth while to have so
much expense for barely two hours amusement.

What a different tale there would be told if
say, dancing could be started at 9 o’clock, and 1
can see no earthly reason why this could not be
done, if the dinner starts at 7 o’clock. Two hours
seems to me ample time for eating and speech-
making. Mrs. A. could then see Mrs. B. at
leisure and have one of those delightful little
chats abeut Mrs. C. who, apparently, has now
worn that awful looking green dr for the
third time, or how perfectly ridiculous it was that
Mr. Y. should reply to the toast of the ¢ Ladies
considering that he is not and never has been a
Lady, and why it was, that he was not married
to one of these ** delightful creatures’ of whom

he spoke in such glowing terms. Murs. D. could
then acquaint Mrs. E. of the fact, that when last
she saw Mrs. T°. she had fair hair, and that,
owing to some mysterious process it had now
changed its colour to ginger. Murs. G. stopping
Mrs. H. could whisper in her dainty ears (if she
can get at them) that Mrs. I has aged tremen-
dously of late and her good looks were a thing
of the past, and so on ad infinitum. Mr. K. could
show Mr. L. all the last photographs of his son
and heir assuring him that there has never been
born a child like his. Mr. M. could then take
Mr. N. to the refreshment dept. standing him a
lemonade whilst pumping him at the same time
for the latest tips on Stock Exchange certaincies,
or Mr. O. could enlighten Mr. . on the general
business outlook, condemning the lazy way in
which business is conducted in this country, tel-
ling him at the same time, that he has taken a
house at the seaside and has therefore to leave
the office at 4 p.m. in order to squeeze in a round
of golf. Mr. Q. would then ask Mr. R. whether
he has heard the latest one, and the latter answer-
ing in the negative would be taken to a quiet
corner where one could see them giggling for the
next twenty minutes.  Whilst the rest of the
company could dance the Valeta, Tango, Fox-
Trot, ete., and what an enjoyable time everyone
would have. There would be no more incessant
hammering, so distressing to one's tender nerves,
to announce the innumerable speakers and even
the roaring of the Toast Master would cease.
The anxious glances at clocks and watches would
disappear and make room for that happy feeling
that midnight was yet far off.

Now in order to bring about such a happy
state of affairs T should suggest that all lengthy
speeches should be made at Meetings, where no
Ladies are present, in order to give them the
publicity intended, they could then be reproduced
in the 8. O. either in extenso or in abbreviated
form, reports about the activities of the Society
should also be banned from these social funec-
tions and could be dealt with in the S.0. which
is the official paper of the Swiss Colony.

It 1 were President of a Society 1 would
work out a time table and would f. i. allow for
the customary loyal toasts about five minutes.
After the toast-master who has by now
driven nearly every lady into hysterics through
knocking his hammer on the table, with a force
which puts every village blacksmith in the shade,
announced that ** Your President” would now
address the company, I would rise and wait ap-
proximately one minute until the tumultuous
applause, which no doubf would ‘greet me was
subdued.  After a short caugh and attempt to
ascertain whether my tie was still in the allotted
place, T would say :

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is indeed, not only a privilege but a
great honour to greet yvou to-night, allow me
to say, how very proud I am to see you in such
numbers, I intend to address you very briefly
(thunderous applause) as I consider it futile
to tell you again what smart fellows we are
and what a wonderful Society ours is (hear,
hear) I also wish to welcome our distinguished
guests and tell them how pleased we are to see
them amongst us. 1 need hardly announce
their names, as their familiar and good-looking
faces are known to all of us. And last, but by
no means least, I extend an enthusiastic greet-
ing to the sweetest of the sweet, from the
Swissest of the Swiss;: I take my glass and
drink to ** Our Ladies”” God bless them !

I should then allow one minute for either
booing or cheering.  This speech would settle
the Presidential address and the address to the
guests and ladies in approximately thirteen
minutes. I should then expeet a reply from one
of the guests and from a ‘“real ’ lady (I can not
see why on earth they have to be substituted by
a mere man for this task) and putting myself
for a moment in their place I would say, on be-
half of the guests:

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of my fellow guests 1 thank you
with a throbbing heart, full of emotion for
your great generosity in bidding us to your
table. We are mingling our thanks with our
most fervent wishes for the future prosperity
of your great Society.

Here again T should allow two minutes for
the singing: For he is a jolly good fellow, al-
together seven minutes.

Then the Lady would be announced, and a
further two minutes would be granted for the
riotous applause at seeing a veritable Lady
making the response to the toast of the Ladies
and an extra half a minute for her blushing and
glance into her hand-bag to see whether the
fringe has not come down ; she would then say in
a very sweet and melodious voice :

Dear Boys,

I am so very delighted to thank you one
and all for the cordial reception you have ac-
corded to us. We know that you are glad to
see us present to-night, otherwise you would
not have brought us along to grace your happy
gathering. I wish to thank you most particu-
larly for not having talked too long and too
much, for as you know we are listening to:you

and we are
Once again,

throughout the whole week
thoroughly enjoying the rest.
thank you, so very, very much.

(Two minutes would be allowed for the
speaker to be congratulated by her sisters, all
in all eight minutes). This would conclude the
oratorial part; I might allot another five minutes
to anyone who thinks he ought to say something
although he has not been asked to do so.  The
speeches should therefore take about 40 minutes
and would leave about 80 minutes for enjoying
the dainty dishes and quenching one’s thirst, [
consider this ample and thus dancing could begin
latest at 9 o’clock.

Therefore T venture to make a most earnest
appeal to all those who will be in charge of the
arrangements for the Season 1931-1932, T under-
stand that at least one prominent Society in our
Colony will celebrate an outstanding Anniversary
this Autumn, and I am looking forward with awe
to this event, as I quite expect an oratorial flood
which will entirely swamp the participants.

At one of the recent Banquets a speaker ex-
cused the brevity of his address by saying, that
speech-making was out of his line : Whilst others
spent their time in acquiring the rudiments of this
delightful art his youth had been spent with
companions which could not talk to him or offer
him any instructions, his time had been spent
in brushing and milking them twice a day.” One
could only wish that some of our would-be orators
could have enjoyed the same congenial company.
So often it has happened that speakers trespassed
on each others pitch, thus repeating themselves
in slightly different words, then again, twice it
not three times, the same, and by now unavoid-
able after dinner jokes were dished up. Arrange-
ments should be made, in future, that each
speaker strictly adheres to his allotted sphere.

Now before I terminate this, what my adver-
saries will no doubt rightly or wrongly call, a
feeble minded attempt to interfere with our in-
dividual liberty (so dear to all' Swiss!) 1 send
to all and sundry, who are concerned in the talk-
ing department for the next festive season, a most
ardent and sincere request to have

MERCY ON US POOR MORTALS.

T

‘““ FUNNY CUTS.”

It was the young barrister’s first case, and
he was bubbling over with pride and enthusiasm
as he stood in court.

“ Now,” said he, addressing the defendant,
“ you say you came from Liverpool to London
merely to look for work? I put it to you there
was another, a stronger, motive that brought you
all this distance?”’

““ Well,” hesitated the defendant, *‘there
was—"’

““Ah!” cried the
*And what was it?”

** A locomotive !’

1 cannot understand,” said the vicar,
* Why so many of our congregation go straight
from church to the public-house.”

*Oh, sir,” explained his curate,  that's
what is known as the thirst after righteousness!”’

barrister, triumphantly

Some of the wealthy families of Switzerland
possess cheeses more than a century old. Doubt-
less, at a tashionable Swiss wedding, the familv
cheese walks up to the aisle as an honored
attendant of the bride.

Judge.
A man having crossed the English channel
telegraphed back to his wife as follows: ** Very
rough passage—gave berth to old lady.”

The Flat Agent: * Of course you have no
children?”’

Prospective Tenant: ¢ No."”

* Dogs or Cats?”’

*“No.”

** Piano or gramophone?’’

* No, but I'll tell you what. I've got a
fountain-pen that squeaks rather every time I use
it. Hope you won’t object to that?”’

London Humorist.

The old lady had just used the telephone for
the first time, and had given any amount of
trouble to the Exchange girl before she got the
number.

After she had finished her conversa‘ion she
called the Exchange girl again.

*1 know, miss,” she said, *“ I have given
you a lot of trouble in getting me the right num-
ber, but never mind, dear, I'm putting another
penny in the slot for you.”

Advertisement in Florida paper. ¢ Thursday
I lost a gold watch which T valued very highly.
Immediately I inserted an ad. in your lost-and-
tound column and waited.

Yesterday I went home and found the
in the pocket of another suit.
paper !’

watch
God bless your
Boston Transcript.

NEW SWISS YODEL
TICINESE, FRENCH

A
ITALIAN" RECORDS "
Received Weekly
Closed Thursday Afternoon
Open Saturday till 6 p.m.

Swiss Gramophone

M. T. ) 3
Salen T eeman

2, Lower Porchester St.,
Connaught Street. W.2.
Off Edgware Road
4 mins. from Marble Arch
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A motoring expert was giving a lesson to a
woman :

** The hand lever,” he said, ‘‘ brakes the rear
wheels only, and the foot-pedal brakes all four.
Is that clear?”

“M’yes” replied the woman, doubtfully,
“Dbut I'd rather not have any of them broken
because my husband gave me this car for Christ-
mas.”’

An old gentleman was lost in a London fog,
80 thick that he could scarcely see his hand before
his face. He became seriously alarmed when he
found himself in a muddy alley. Then he heard
footsteps approaching through the obscurity, and

sighed with relief.

¢ Where am I going?”’ he cried anxiously.

A voice replied nom out the darkness :

 Into the river—I've just come out!”

Tit-Bits.

Subsides aux asiles suisses a I’étranger.

Le département politique fédéral adresse aux
gouvernements cantonaux une circulaire con-
cernant les subsides aux sociétés d’assistance et
aux asiles suisses & I'étranger pour "année 1930.
Une somme de 86,050 francs était a la disposition
cette année pour ces associations contre francs
73,850 en 1929. Sur ce premier chiffre, 50,000
francs avaient ¢été versés par la (ontedomnon
et le reste soit 36,050 francs par les cantons. En
1929, la Confédération avait fourni 40,000 fr. et
les cantons 33,850 francs. En 1929, 115 associa-
tions qui versérent en tout 298,190 fr. d’alloca-
tions avaient re¢u comme ~ulmd<-:~ ou subventions
51,972 fr. Huit asiles suisses qui dépensérent en
tout 73,648 fr. regurent comme subventions can-
tonales et fédérales 19,077 fr. 50. Le reste soit
15,000 francs, a été versé a des asiles étrangers
qui soignérent ou entretinrent gratuitement ou a
prix modérés des ressortissants suisses.

Toujours plus fort, toujours plus vite.

Les chemins de fer suisses possédent a 1’heure
actuelle plus de 300 locomotives électriques pour
trains express et 200 autres locomotives et trac-
teurs électriques.

On construit actuellement en Suisse de
nouvelles locomotives électriques qui seront les
plus puissantes du monde. Elles auront une
longueur de 34 métres et un poids de 245 tonnes.
Iull(w développeront une force de 7000 HP et
pourront remorquer des trains de 600 tonnes et
des trains de marchandises de 750 tonnes, a la
vitesse de 60 km a I’heure le long des rampes les
plus roides de la ligne internationale de montagne
du Gothard. Aujourd’hui 85 0/0 de tout le trafic
ferroviaire suisse est assuré a l'électricité.

Un don a I’Ecole polytechnique.

Le Conseil Fédéral a accepté le don d’un
fonds pour le développement des recherches
scientifiques a I'Ecole polytechnique fédérale, et
décidé d’envoyer une lettre de remerciements au
comité qui 8’est occupé de rassembler les sommes
et spécialement au président de ce comité M.
Sulzer, conseiller national, ILe don se monte a
1.300.000 francs. 11 sera administré par le

Département fédéral des flnances.
Le froid en Suisse.

Alors qu’ici ¢’est le printemps dans toute sa
splendeur, en Suisse, le froid est terrible.

De tous cotés arrive des nouvelles de sa brus-
que réapparation.

On a enregistré, a la Chaux-de-Fonds, le 11
février, la plus basse température de 'année soit
moins. 19 degrés. Dans la régions environnantes,
on reléve des températures allant de 20 a 25
degrés audessous de zéro et dans la région de la

Jrévine. le thermomeétre est descendu jusqu’a
moins 32.

Bourses pour jeunes commergants.

Le budget de la Confédération de I'exercice
1931 prévoit, comme celui de 'année précédente,
un crédit destiné a allouner des bourses aux jeunes
commercants qui veulent aller & I’étranger pour
parfaire leurs connaissances professionnelles. Se
renseigner & I'Office fédéral de Dindustrie, des
arts et métiers, a Berne. .

WINTER SNAPS THE FOREST TREES.

Snow, thaw, and frost have heen re:
for (l«\tlu\lng acres of forest in the Sw
just when spring was on the wing.

A strange sight was to be seen in many
regions of Switzerland when the hardest frost of
the winter followed swiftly on the few hours of
thaw which succeeded the heaviest snowfall ex-
perienced for many vears.

Hedges, vines, and even blades of ]
appeared to be encased in transparent "ll«
which glittered brightly in the sunshine in the
field and along the road sides. It was an amaz-
ing sight, but it was unfortunately an unnatural
experience to which the forests did not take
kindly. The weight of snow, quickly thawed
and as quickly frozen again into solid ice, was
so great as to break boughs and snap trunks of
even the big trees, and in one commune two-
thirds of the forests have been destroyed in this
way.

Truly Switzerland, with its Arctic tempera-
tures, its numerous avalanches and other vicissi-
tudes of winter, pays dearly for its summer
beanties !

yonsible
ss Jura

Tell your English Friends
to visit

Switzerland

and to buy their TicKets
from

The Swiss Federal Railways,
CarltonHouse, 11b, Regent St., S.W.1

Vinik deliciono Ovatlsice”
at ety meaZ—/ﬁ Jgea%’z/

SWISS BANK CORPORATION,

(A4 Company limited by Shares incorporated in Switzerland)

99, GRESHAM STREET, E.C.2.
and 1lc, REGENT STREET, SW. 1.

Capital Paid up £6,400,000
Reserves - - £1,960,000

Deposits - - £43,000,000

The WEST END BRANCH
opens Savings Bank Accounts on
which will be credited
at 2} per cent. until further notice.

interest

LT RN T

Telephone Numbers: “Ben faranno i Pagani.”
MUSEUM 4302 (Visitors) Purgatorio C. xiv. Dante
MUSEUM Office) “Venir se ne dee E\ﬁ
Telegrams: SOUFFLE tra’ miei Meschi
WESDO, LONDON Dante. Inferno. C. aa

Established over 50 Years.

PAGANI'S

RESTAURANT

GREAT PORTLAND ST, LONDON, W.I.

LINDA MESCHINI |
ARTHUR MESCHINI J

0NN TR TR R e

Sole Proprietors.

CITY SWISS CLUB.

Messieurs les membres sbnt avisés que
L’ASSEMBLEE GENERALE ANNUELLE
aura lieu le mardi 14 AVRIL au Restaurant Pagani

42, Great Portland Street, W.1. et sera précédé d’'un
souper &4 7 heures (prix 5/-).

Pour faciliter les arrangements, le Comité re-
commande aux participants de s’annoncer au plus
tét & M. P. F. Boehringer. 23, Leonard St. E.C.2
(Téléphone: Clerkenwell 9595).

ORDRE DU JOUR:
Election du Comité.
Election des Fidéi-
commissaires du Club-
House Fund
Divers.

Proces-verbal,
Admissions.

Démissions.

Rapport des Véri-
ficateurs des Comptes |

FINEST
PILSENER & MUNICH

Lager Beer

Bottled at the Brewery

Sole Agents for U.K. and Export :

JOHN C. NUSSLE & Co. Ltd.
8, Cross Lane, Eastcheap,
LONDON, E.C.3.

Phone: Royal 8934 (2 lines).

PATZENHOFER é

HAMPTON COURT
Facing Rol/ul Palace, backing on to Eushey Park
between Lion Gate and The Gre
bmoked sausages, Spm.;lly |mporl!d
from Graubiinden,
TEAS, LUNCHEONS, REF‘RESHMENTS
PARTIES CATERED FO!
P. GODENZI

Speclallly

[ MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS |]

Not exceeding 3 lines:—Per insertion. 2/6: three insertions 5/-
Postage extra on replies addressed clo Swiss Observer

YOUNG LADY required as domestic help,
two in family, residing seaside in summer,
don in winter. Full particulars to 2
Road, Wimbledon Park, S.W.19.

Lon-
Leopold

COMFORTABLE Boarding House near Tube,
Tram, and Bus, 15 minutes Clity and West-End,
penny bus fare to Swiss, Mercantile School, Fitz-
roy Square. Partial Board week-days, full board
Sundays. Gas fires in all bedrooms. Billiards,

Badmington, Terms moderate, Reduction shar-
ing. Phone North 3806, 13, Carleton Road, Tuf-

nell Park, N.7.

FOYER SUISSE, 15, Upper Bedford PL, W.C.1

SUNDAY, APRIL 5th, 1931

at 4 o’clock.

Queen Elizabeth and her Sayings
By Miss J. Wyss.
AT
FOYER SUISSE

Every Swiss Girl Welcome. Tea Provided.

Divine Services.

EGLISE SUISSE (1762),
(Langue frangaise.)
79, Endell Street, Shaftesbury Avenue, w.C.2.
(Near New Oxford Street)

Vendredi Naint—I11h—=Service spécial et com-
munion, ** Les Témoins de la Crucifixion "—
M. R. Hoftmann-de Visme,

Paques,—11h—** Que je connaisse la puissance de
sa résurrection.”  Phil. 3/10 M. R. Hoffmann-

de Visme. Ste. Céne.—Soliste : Mlle. Sophie

Wysss

6.30h—M. M. Pradervand—Luc. 24/5—et com-
munion.

Lundi de Paques.—Course en Surrey. Rendez-
vous 10 a.m. Charing Cross, (S.R.) platform 3.
Invitation a chacun.

Pour tous renseignemems concernant actes pastoraux,.

etc., pri¢re de s'adresse 3 M. R. Hoffmann-de Visme, 102,

Hornscy Lane, N.6. (T¢léphone : Archway 1798).—Heure

de réception 3 I'église: Mercredi de 10.30—12 h.

SCHWEIZERKIRCHE
(Deutschschweizerische G de)

St. Anne's Church, 9, Gresham Street,

(mear General Post Office.)

E.C.2

Karfreitag, den 3. April 1931,

1T Uhr vorm.  Gottesdienst und Feier des
Heilg. Abendmahls.
Ostern, den 5. April 1931.
11 Uhr vorm., Gottesdienst und Feier des
Heilg. Abendmahls Sonntagschule.
7 Uhr abends, Gottesdienst und Feier des
Heilg. - Abendmahls.
Ostermontagsaustiug.  Uber den Austlug werden

die Emzelheiten an den Festtagen bekannt
gegeben.
Sprechstunden s Dienstag 12-1 Uhr in der  Kirche.
Mittwoch 5-6 Uhr im “Foyer Suisse.”

FORTHCOMING EVENTS.

Monday, April 13, at 9—2 a.m.—Union Helvetia
Grand Ball to commemorate the acceptance
of affiliated members into the Union Helvetia
Club, 1. Gerrard Place, W.1,

Tuesday, April 14th, at 8.30—City Swiss Club :
Annual General Meeting, at Pagani’s Res-
taurant, Great Portland Street, W. The
Meeting is preceded by the usual dinner
which starts at 7 p.m.  (See advert.)

Wednesday, April 15th, at 7.45 p.m.—Nouvelle
Societe Helvetique Monthly Meeting followed

by a causerie by Mr. H. Joss on ‘‘ Some im-

of modern Constantinople,” at

s House,”” 3 , Fitzroy Square, W.1.
Members and friends very cordially invited.

Saturday, April 18th, at 9 p.m.—Ice Hockey
Match between Grosvenor House Canadians
and Davos Ice Hockey Club, at Grosvenor
House Ice Rink, Park Lane, W.1

Friday, May 1st, at 8 p.m.—8
Society : Concert at Conway Hall
Square, W.6.

Saturday, May 30th, at 230 p.m.—Swiss Sports

at Herne Hill Athletic Grounds.

s Choral
, Red Lion

Printed for the Proprietors, by Tue Freperick PRINTING Co..
Lto.. at 23, Leonard Strzet, London, E.C.2
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