
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1930)

Heft: 442

Rubrik: Home news

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 30.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


Telephone : Clerkenwell 9595

FOUNDED BY MB. P. F. BOEHBINGER.

*CAe O^/ci'a/ Organ 0/ //ie Sutss Co/ont/ in Grea/ ßri/üin.
EDITED WITH THE CO-OPEBATION OF MEMBERS OF THE LONDON COLONY.

Pa&Zislied CTery Frida?/ at 23, Leonard Street, London, E.G. 2. Telegrams : Freprinco, London.

Vol. 10—No. 442 LONDON, APRIL 12, 1930. Pkice 3d.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Months (13 issues, post free) - 3'6

(26 „ - 6/6
(52 „ - 12/-

f 6 Months (26 issues, post free) - Frs. 7 50
1 12 (52 „ I - 14.—

(5wi«« <a6*cripIion< may 6c paid info /*o«fsc6ecA-ATonfo
ßa«/« V S7J8J.

UNITED KINGDOM
AND COLONIES

SWITZERLAND

f 3 Mon

I 12

FEDERAL.
GOVERNMENT MONOPOLY FOR THE

SALE OF SPIRITS.
The result of last Sunday's voting in the much

discussed new regulations for the sale of spirits,
with special reference to home-distilled ' Schnaps '
shows the gratifying result of :—For 490,311 ;

Against 320,035.
The new legislation was accepted by 16 can-

tons and 2 half-cantons, and rejected by 3 cantons
and 4 lialf-cantons.

A complete review of the voting is given in
the following list : —

For Against
Zurich 88,236 35,311
Berne 80,790 58,183
Lacerae 11,,339 27,211
Uri 2,386 2,217
S'C/hc//« iV',0 8,.11,2

Obwafde« 1.2)1 2,921
At'da/aidea 818 2,39-5
Glarus 4,247 3,393.
Zap 2,77,1 -L41/6
Fribourg 20,065 10,150
Solen re 15,925 15,088
Basle (Stadt) 15,780 5,736
Raste (Laad) 8,82,9 8,951
Schaffhausen 7,127 3,688
Appens-elt (A. Kfr.) 1, ,7-58 •5,.92,S

Appenzell (I. Rh.) 1,319 1,139
St. Gall 34,181 26,059
Grisons 15,517 6,135
Aargau 33,462 26,685
Thurgau 19,189 9,868
Ticino 13,128 5,006
Vaud 18,188 31,933
Valais 15,000

19,107
7,000

Neuchâtel 6,301
Geneva 18,272 5,226

(Cantons iriitoF dare rejected f7ie motion are
.S'/foan in italics,)

As the new law was recommended by all
political parties, apart from the Communists, the
result was practically a foregone conclusion, and
tlie referendum has once again clearly shown the
opinion of the population. The objection of the
Communists was not based on the demerits of the
legislation, but must he explained as an attempt
to destroy all and everything which means the con-
stitutional welfare of Switzerland.

The Federal Government hopes that the new
tax of one franc per litre will yield a yearly
revenue of at least 25,000,000 francs, which will
be devoted to social welfare work. Whilst the
new legislation not only gives the farmers every
chance of gaining in the end, it will also improve
the quality of table fruit and incidentally educate
a large proportion of the population in showing
them the value of fresh fruit when consumed as
such.

In 1885 during the ' temperance ' movement
the slogan was "Down with Sclinaps! Drink
more Wine and Beer!'' This time it sounded
different " Down with Schnaps! Enjoy Fruit as
Nature offers it to You !" surely a sign that great
progress has been made during the last 45 years.

Finally it must he remembered that, although
statistics clearly prove that our past records in
the consumption of alcoholic beverages were a
black spot in our social system, it must not be
forgotten that Switzerland's population of not
quite 4 million was not alone responsible for the
high percentage, as the number of visitors is cal-
ciliated to he about another 4 million per year.

FOREIGN TRADE IN SWITZERLAND.
Owing to the time of the season, foreign trade

is generally slack during the month of <7an?iar?/.
Concerning the exports the figures relative- to
watchmaking particularly show a tendency to
decline, after the lively business in December.

In January 1930, this decrease has been
particularly evident as compared with the- cor-
responding month of the preceding year. The
amount of exports and of imports was 354,8 mil-
lions against 418,7 millions in December last and
365,7 millions in January 1929. The deficit of

exportation is 61.6 millions. Exports amount to
only 70,4 per cent, of Imports.

In order to arrive at a more exact comparison
in dealing with these figures it is necessary to take
into consideration the fall of prices.

In January the Imports were 208,2 million
francs against 241,3 million in December and 212,1
million in January 1929, which, when disected
gives the following figures (in millions of francs) :

Foodstuffs : 39 (47 and 43,5) ; Raw materials for
agriculture : 11 (13 and 14) ; Fuel and heating

I materials: 17 (18 and 13).; Raw materials for
industry : 51,5 (58 and 55) ; Manufactured goods :

17 (49 and 13) ; Other headings : 13,5 (83 and 11).
If we consider the Exports, their total amount

in January 1930 was 116,6 millions against 177,1
in December and 153,6 in January 1929 or : —

Foodstuffs : 12,3 (llyl and 12,5) ; Textile
Products : 51,3 (51,5 and 61,7) ; Machinery and
metals: 10,5 (13,5 and 34,6); Watchmaking:
11,6 (36,3 and 11,5) ; Chemical products, dyes,
etc. : 13 (11,1 and 13,8).

These figures show that compared with the
preceding month the exports also point to an
almost general decline with a single insignificant
exception. The same may be said in regard to
January 1929. Nevertheless, the exception is more
important,, as the exports of metals, etc. show an
increase of nearly 6 millions between these two
periods.

If we consider the principal purchasers of
Swiss products, we find that the- figures relative to
each country varied as follows between the three
periods alluded to : Germany : 21,8 (30,1 and
28,9) ; France : 16 (16,7 and 1319) : Italy : 9,7 (12,6
and 11,6) ; England : 20,3 (22,2 and 21,1) ; Other
European countries : 35,7 (17,6 and 33,3) ; United
States of America : 10,1 (13,1 and 13,2).

In December, the decline is general, whereas
in-comparison with January 1929 two important
exceptions are to be noted in favour of Germany
and of the collective heading of other European
countries. aS'./AF.

A NEW AIR LINE.
A new line lias been inaugurated by the

Balair company who has taken into service four of
the latest triple engined Fokker monoplanes, for
use on the route Geneva-Zurich-Munich-Vienna-
Budapest. The liner leaves/ Geneva at 8.30 a.m.
and is due at Budapest at 6.35 p.m. Another
company takes the passengers from Budapest via
Bucarest to /Constà-ntmople, which is reached
after 19 hours..' "'Tf is therefore possible to teach
the borders of the -Black Sea within less than 18
hours after leaving"'Geneva.

RESTORATION OF A CATHEDRAL.
The Federal Council has decided to allocate

the sum of 50,000 francs for the restoration of the
cathedral of St. Gall.

SWISS FEDERAL RAILWAYS.
The Directors of the S.B.B, have agreed on a

novel and very commendable way of commemor-
ating the opening of the St. Gotthard and Siniplon
tunnels. They have allowed a special reduction
of the (fares by 50 per cent, for schools for any
journeys on which one of the two Tunnels is
included. This concession enters into force on the

I 1st May 1930 and reductions will he made until
the end of 1932.

THE RED SUNDAY.
The Federal Council lias expelled from Swit-

zerland two German communist leaders who had
managed to cross the frontiers in order to take
part in the Zurich demonstration of "Red Sun-
(lay " : one of them was wearing the uniform of
the " Rote Frontkämpfer " under his ordinary
clothing.

PROGRESS OF SWISS CONCERN.
The Nestlé & Anglo Swiss Condensed Milk

Co. has just published its 63rd annual report
which hears witness of the strong position and
steady progress of this great undertaking. The
dividend has been increased from 12 per cent, to
16 per cent. Though the Company has entered
into close working arrangements with similar
concerns in Germany and Holland the present
policy of establishing separate companies in those
foreign countries where imports are rendered
difficult is being extended. The report also states
that the sale of its products in Great Britain
meets with considerable competition.
LOCAL.

ZURICH.
Robert Steiger, Director of the Schweizerische

Volksbank, has spent 25 years in the service of
the Bank. Entering in 1905 as one of the junior
employees, he was elected to the Board in March

1911. Mr. Steiger lias been instrumental in en-
larging the scope of the post-school education of
commercial apprentices at the schools of the
Swiss Mercantile Society, of which he is an
Honorary Member. Y.Z.Z.

* * *
On the occasion of the 100th anniversary in

1889 of Hans Waldinann's death, a committee
instituted a fund for the purpose of a monument
to Zurich's famous Burgomaster, who prided him-
self on having made his town the most beautiful
in the confederation after the turmoils of the old
Zurich wars.

The town council of Zurich has now given
permission for the erection of the monument near
the Münsterbrücke and it is hoped that the pro-
ject will be realised in the near future. Hermann
Haller, the sculptor, has been commissioned to
submit a model and when the necessary funds,
about 100,000 francs, have been obtained, Zurich
will become the richer by another monument.

BERNE.
The Executive Council of the Canton Berne

was present in corpore to celebrate the happy
solution of the Gra.uholz Denkmal problem. This
monument was practically hidden by the new
extension of the Federal Remount Depot, so that
it was decided to move it to a vantage point near
Fraubrunnen. The population of Berne and sur-
rounding« arrived in great numbers for the festive
act, which terminated with the singing of the
Schweizerpsalm. A.Z.Z.

LUCERNE.
The Lion of Lucerne is still out of sight be-

hind its usual wooden winter cover. Apparently
the beautiful weather of the early Spring days has
not penetrated into the offices of our Authorities.
Visitors to the town are greatly disappointed at
missing this well-known monument to the prowess
of our forebears.

Propst Dr( Franz von Segesser, 'at the
Il.ofkirciie, has celebrated the golden jubilee of
Iiis priesthood. Lucerne and catholics throughout
tlio country are unanimous in wishing him con-
tinned good health and in expressing to him their
appreciation and gratitude for his/ beneficent work.

u.
SCHWYZ

The dwelling and sawmill of Meinrad Kälüj" im Bucket " in Wilerzell has been totally
destroyed by fire. The tire broke out in the saw-
mill and made such rapid progress, that Kälin
and Ids family had just time to escape with their
lives. Not a single piece of furniture could be
salved. A few days before fire broke out in
Kälin's house, but. was discovered early enough
to prevent serious consequences-. The cause of the
second fire is not yet known. A'.Z.Z.

BASLE.
The Communal Council of Bottmingen has

received a most curious document from the Can-
tonal Office of Police and Justice. It is no less
than a demand for the repatriation of 20 descen-
dants of one Mathias Jundt, who left Bottmingen
in 1807 for Southern Russia. It appears that
these people are destitute and of no fixed abode
and therefore run the risk of being exiled to
Siberia. The Council, while realizing the urgencyof the matter, has decided to obtain further par-
ticulars and to ascertain the extent to which
Federal and Cantonal help may be expected. A.

* * *
Ch. Schiiublin of Titterten, employed at the

Flektrogenossenschaft, found a cigar in the
works. He took it home and lit it. Immediately
the cigar exploded and tore off the tips of three
fingers. He was also badly burned in the face.
It has been established that the cigar contained
an explosive cartridge; so far, it has been impos-
sible to find out who placed the cigar in the
works and for what purpose. A.Z.Z.

ST. GALL.
At the elections for the Grand Council of

the Canton, the Liberals- have retained their
previous number of seats. The Catholic-Conserv-
atives lost 2 seats, and the Social-Democrats won
7 seats. The two Democratic parties have been
almost wiped out, as only one candidate of each
was returned as against 1 each in the previous
Council.

NEUCHATEL.
The accounts for the canton of Neuchâtel for

1929 show a deficit of 212,771 francs.
VAUU.

The death occurred at Yverdon of Miss Anne-
Adèle Coarevon, a well-known painter of Alpine
and Jura scenes. (Confia n-ed ow tiacfc pape)
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