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««ill HOME NEWS IjlSknJJl

FEDERAL.
RATIFICATION OF INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION.

' Tlie. Swiss National Council lias ratified the
International Convention# relating to prisoners
of war and wounded already ratified by the State
'ounrii.

THE NEW SWISS PRESIDENT.
The two Chambers of the. Swiss Parliament

met on the 11th of this month in Federal Assem-
bly and „elected Federal (Councillor Heinrich
Haebeiiiii. as President., and Federal Councillor
(1. Mot,ta as Vice-President, of'tire Confederation
for 1933.. M. Haeherlin was President also in
192«. He is a jurist and was for „seven years chief
of the Federal Department of Justice and Police.

THE ZONE DISPUTE.
JT. 32.Mudef, the eminent French Journalist,

has had an interview with M..Musy, President of
the Swiss Confederation. It is hoped that this
interview will greatly kelp toibring about a more
conciliatory attitude towards the Swiss demands
011 the omtsioii of the i'oitlicoiiiiiig djijßussions.

• ' - - — - ,»<r <V. -.y... " -"-'C- "• ' "'L
SWISS MU-ITARY BUDGET ESTIMATES.

The Saldo»tl Connuil «adopted-,, last week, the
iliilitarv Budget estimates for 1931, which, imdud-
iug credits for the purchase of war material,
amount to ,91,004),000 franc«.' M. Ming,er. Federal' Councillor, ;said that Switzerland's task was to
obtain guarantees of security.. The army was the
first guarantee, aind the Swiss forces were purely
defensive in 'Character.

TWJO NEW FEDERAL JUDGES.

.Dr. Adrian von Arx and Dr. JIans.Affolter,
both citizen« u»f the canton <©f Solothurn, have
heeu elected .asiFeyleral Judg.eE,

SWISS LOftDMOTIVES FOB MANCHURIA.
Successful J rials of a new Diesel electric

engine built by'the fiirm of Balzet* Brothers for
the South Manchuria Railway have been made
on the JVintertUiar-Fraueiii'eM-ltoJuaBshoru line
of the fljr-'iss Federal 7I> ailway.

LOCAL.
BERNESE OBERLAND.

There has been heavy snowfall all over the
Perne,sc Oberland and Winter Sport# have begun
on the Little Scheidegg.

LUCERNE.
The population of the Canton of Lucerne is

returned as .188,«59 .inhabitants of which the town
of Lucerne accounts for 4«,$71. F.

fr GLARUS.
The jRisitioii at the Kilchftstock is unchanged,

the mountain shows a movement of between 8-9
mut.,a day.. Guards are on duty day and night in
order* to give warning to the population should
ariv danger .develop. J.S'.P,

GENEVA.
M. Moriaud was last Sunday elected a mem-

her of the Geneva Government with 13,783 votes.
M. Moriaud was at the head of the former can-
tonal government but suffered defeat at the last I

elections. Owing to the resignation of M. Naine
I Socialist) a seat was vacated, which has now
gone to M. Moriaud. M. Oltramare who con-
tested the seat received 9,100 votes. 7'.(7.

AARGAU.
The Cantonal Government has asked the

Grand Council for a credit of approximately
380,000 frs. for a new bridge to be built between
Koblenz and Waldshut. A similar amount will he
provided by the German authorities. A.Z.

ST. GALL.
An inhabitant of the town of St. Gallen,

lately deceased, left in his will an amount of
10,000 frs. to he divided amongst the mourners
at his funeral. The news of this bequest must
have leaked out somehow, as ou the day of his

0 burial a large number attended, so that the
amount available for each mourner present, in-
eluding the undertakers and cemetery officials,
worked out at 180 frs. per person. A4- N..Z..2/.

THURGAU.
The election of M. Haeherlin, as President

of the Swiss Confederation for 1931 was made
known to the population by tiring a salute of
.twenty two guns. ALZ.

SCHAFFHAUSEN.
The Council /of the Communist party has

unanimously decided to expel National Councillor
I Iringolf from the party, they have furthermore
requested liini to send in his resignation as mem-
her of the National Council. M. Bringolf, how-
ever, informed the officials of the party that he
has no intention of laying down his -office as a
member of Parliament A.Z.Z.

VALAIS.
Tlie Banque de Montagne S.A. Montana, has

acquired the Banque Communale de Sierre.

LAUSANNE.
The population of Lausanne per 1st Decern-

her amounts of '7.7,720 inhabitants.

TRADIZIONI BELLINZONESI SAN NICOLAO.
•* Please .remember

The 5t.li of November..."
AI mundo piccino londinese sembrerà

iiupossibile eke un tale giorno per loro cost
importante, si eke nécessita commemorarlo con
tanto di colpi... pirotecnicie con tanto di fuocki...
di paglia, sia conipletamente ignorato dal mondo
pio.eino nostrano, ticinese. Questo non sa
proprio clii saa statu Guy Fawkes e non si
préoccupa neanr.be di v.olerlo conoscere, ban beu
altro in testa i bimbi tieinesi, specialinente i
bellinzonesi:.. Loro devono pensare a quel bravo
santo che ogni anno assume, o meglio riassume,
spogiic 11 mane, e vien.e, accompagnato dal suo
docile ciucherelJo, a trovarli ; San Nicoiao che,
annuaiiiiente, Jemme lemijie, con la sua brava
bai-bonu hianca che gli arriva sino a metà del
petto, con quel suo inantello d'un bel rosso
tiammante, appoggiato a 1111 nodoso bastone, che
non puô cavalcare il .ciucherello essendo già
stracarico di doni pei bimbi, scende in su la sera
del 5 dieembre dalla romita chiesa della Madonna
della Neve, situata nel " mezzo del cammin " che
comodamente conduce al castello piii alto
bellinzonese : quello di L'nterwalden, e su di 1111

poggio aeeanto a quel grotto heu note quanto il
castello, e forse piii di questo frequentato : il
famoso * Torcett," dove, nelle sere helle estive e
autunnali, mentre i raggi solai'i giuocano
allegraniente, in distanza, sul lago di Locarno
che dal grotto si puô scorgere, il rosato nostra-
nello scorre nei caratteristici boccali la bionda
forniagella invita a uno spuntino... ma... intanto
10 mi soho allontanata dal bravo S. Nicolao clie
è giunto cosi nella vicinanza del Dragonato
(perché tale nome poi? a che forse un tempo in
(piel letto di torrente, quasi sempre asciutto, ci
fosse 1111 drago?... proverô chiederlo a S. Nicolao,
lui Io sapni. di eerto dato che sa tutto : e
quali sono i bimbi buoni a cui portare un
giuocatolo, un dolce; e cosa quel tal bimbo
speciale preferisce... ma... anelie questa volta
devo fare una corsettina... continuo a lasciarmi
sfuggire avanti questo benedetto Santo!).
Davanti alle scuole Sud una numerosa schiera di
frugolini lo attende ansiosamente, lui, bonac-
cione, sorride, li saluta con ampie gesta della
mano, e prosegue placido per la città, seguito da
quella schiera che fa un .baccauo straordinario e
con cainpanelle, e con latte vecchie, persino con
pentole... e il corteo entra, passa per le vie
principe Ii, ovunque salutato dal popolo che si
1-adnna ai lati d'ogni strada per acclamare. Ora
uii tamburo marcia triorifal mente innanzi a S.
^Nicolao 0 al ciucherello... e il suo rullio annuncia
ai lontani ancora clie S. Niôolao sta per arrivare.
F gira cosi, mai stanco, sempre sorridendo,
percorre tutta quanta la Turrita, sino a che è
bnio completo, sino a che quel umirlore che émana
la terra incomincia a penetrare nelle ossa...
allora S. Nicolao prende la via del ritorno...
ritorna nel mistero, da dove è venuto... nessnno
sa (lire bene quale è la sua. dimora... lo sa solo
11 ciucherello, ma questo fedelmente mantiene il
segreto... perô domaiii, il 6 dicembre, i bimbi
troveranno in fondo al letto, fuori della finestra,
sul tavolo, ipiel tal guicattolo che volevano, e
dolci, e arancie e mele... e in ogni scuola della
città, sui banchi, gli allievi troveranno, li ad
attenderli, non noiosi teoremi, 11011 interminabili
esercizi, ma pacchettini misteriosi... S. Nicolao
ha voluto premiarli... tutti quanti, indistinta-
mente.

Bellinzona, Elena Lunghi.
Dicembre. 1930.

SWISS RIFLE ASSOCIATION.
ANNUAL BANQUET AND BALL.

The frequency of the festive gatherings in
our Colony lias, in some quarters, given rise to
the wish of co-ordination or even curtailment
though it can hardly be disputed that such cele-
brations are one of our national characteristics,
nowhere exhibited with greater insistence than
in our Homeland. It is, therefore, a matter for
congratulation that the committee of the Swiss
Riffe Association succeeded in mustering about
131) members and friends for their seventh Annual
Banquet and Ball, which took place last Friday,
December 12th, at the First Avenue Hotel under
the chairmanship of Monsieur C. R. Paravicini,
the Swiss Minister. This creditable achievement
is enhanced in view of the admittedly adverse
economic conditions and of the fact that the mem-
hers of our Colony have during the last six
weeks nobly—and we venture to say with con-
-sklerable personal sacrifice—supported four other
banquets held by sister societies.

The company sat down to dinner at 8 p.m.
the preceding hour having agreeably been spent in
the reception hall where the multitude and
originality of the prizes reserved for our friendly
snipers evoked everybody's admiration. The two
ioval toasts having been proposed by the Chair-
man during the dinner, Mr. Henry Senn, the
president of the S.R.A., rose at its termination
and addressed the gathering as follows :

Monsieur le Ministre, Ladies & Gentlemen :>—
The bugle call ' to cease tire must, be a

heartfelt relief t0 every' commander in the field
whilst to every President of the Swiss Rifle
Association, although it's tenor may not have
the same significance, it is nevertheless a
sound that gladdens his heart for he only then
realises the relief of the stand at ease from his
responsibility.

The knowledge that the shooting season
terminated without a casualty makes him very
grateful to his loyal supporters. He only
wonders now whether the cross tire of comment
lias found him an easy target or whether he
lias offered no chance of a palpable hit.

The battleground of the Swiss Rifle As-
sociation this year has been at Hendon. With
the exception of our yearly visit to Bisley
where two teams of four went into action with
very commendable results, we have not left its
precincts. We were delighted to arrange, as in
past years, shooting contests open to all mem-
hers of the Swiss Colony iu London for the
Swiss Sports and for the 1st of August cele-
h ration and are gratified that these competi-
tious were keenly contested. The beautiful
array of prizes to be presented presently is
perhaps the most convincing proof of the excel
lent "esprit de corps" which has prevailed
amongst our members iu the inter-members
competitions during the past shooting season.
I would like to take this opportunity of thank-
iug all donors most heartily for their generous
support of our to-night's prize table.

ihe Swiss Rifle Association is still in its
youth but it has successfully weathered the
storms of the 1 years it has been in existence.
We are at present experiencing great anxietyin the world of commerce and it is only to be
expected that universal depression in trade
will leave its mark on sports and, whilst I have
110 wish to appear pessimistic, I do feel that
never in the history of this Association has itbeen more necessary for our members to realise
the great need of working together with good
hearts and mutual goodwill in order to ensureflic continued prosperity and success of the
Swiss Rifle Association. Differences of opinion
and difficulties there will always he but nomatter liow black the clouds may appear, everycloud lias a silver lining and if the will to sue-
ceed is there, success will follow.

Shooting is one of the greatest of ourNational sports and 1 earnestly appeal to all
members to focus their attention on that factand to determine to uphold such an honourable
tradition of our dear Homeland.

To-night we are gathered here to celebrate
the 7th Anniversary and on behalf of the Swiss
Rifle Association I extend to you all a mostcordial welcome. I am very gratified on glanc-
ing round to look upon all familiar faces.

I am specially grateful both for the Swiss
Rifle Association and myself to Monsieur
Paravicini, our honorary President, for havingaccepted the Chair. I wish to thank you Sir
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foy the kçen ifateyest ypu have taken aftd always
ta|$ in the ^çif$ré ïSf our ÀSSociàttoin

\Ye feel Ve^y honoured fty the cöüip^hy of
oity guests to-nijéflit, We are grateful for your
pre&fencè liére and gifi'cerely hope that yotl Will
take away with you the memory of happy
hours spent with us.

The Borough of Wandsworth Rifle Club is
represented by Councillor F. W. Edwards and
the Wimbledon Park Rifle Club by Mr. Randal.
Mr. A. .1. Eedforn is here as the representative
of our Landlords at Hendon and we are very
glad to welcome also Mr. and Mrs. Meiler who
look after our comfort so well at our range.
We are delighted that Pasteur Hoffmann-de
Visme, the Rev. Hahn and Mrs. Hahn have ac-
cepted. our invitation.

With our sister societies in London we are
maintaining the friendliest of relations and are
happy to welcome the following delegates : —

»S'octcfc de Reco«»'* Af«f«e7s <7<w ù
Loadres : Mr. C. Campart, and Mrs. Campai t.
Rmu'ss Henerolejif Society : Mr. R. Dupraz,
President, f7-»io-»e TVctwese : Mr. E. Biucchi
and Mr. C. De Maria. CiL/ Stets« CZhö : Mr.
Çli. Chapuis, President, and Mrs. Chapuis.
t'/iion /7(7rcfiu : Mr. A. Finger, Secretary, and
Mrs, Finger. »SV/«« G'Z-k-I» : Mr. J. Christen,

; President, and Mrs. Christen. h'ic/.s-.s il/emrn-
tile Society : Mr. M. Paschoud, President, and
Mrs. Paschoud. Stei.v.v C'Äoraf Society : Mr. F.
Conrad, President, and Mr. Ritzmann. »Str/ss
G//wwiftsfic Society : Mr. J. Sermier, President.
S-iriss /».sfitufe Ö/Wtes/rai Society : Mr. W.
Pellet, President. Société Ciflinu/rc Suisse:
Mr. E. Buclii, Secretary.

The Sictss Observer is represented by Mr.
and Mrs. Boeliringer and last but not least we
are happy to have our honorary Vice-President
Mr. G. E. DeBrunner amongst us. I may, per
haps, be permitted to call to your mind the
sterling services Mr. De Brunner and
Mr. Boehringer rendered to the Swiss Ritie
Association at its inception and afterwards.

I now come to the more delicate but never-
theless pleasant task, that i of thanking the
ladies for their presence to-niglit. I use the ex-
pression delicate because only 12 days ago to
the hour at a similar function I was suddenly
asked to fling myself into the breach to propose
the toast of the ladies as the gentleman origin-
ally nominated to do so gave in at the last
moment. 1 thought I had prepared a very com-
plimentary little speech but unfortunately
some other gentleman wlip replied for the
guests also took it in Iiis head to reply for the
ladies. He rather spoilt my effort as he con-
sidered my endeavour to be crude. This "lie"
lady acquainted us gentlemen with the surpris-
ing news that you ladies sometimes shingle
your hair, soften your cheeks, redden your lips
and even pluck your eyebrows. You can
imagine, therefore, that I approach the ladies
with something of the hesitation Daniel must
have felt before he realised the friendliness
with which the lions entertained him. In order
to consolidate my position 1 must say that we
are charmed with your company. We cannot
afford to lose your support as when the army
is away it is just as necessary to keep the home
fires burning whether your hair is cut
to fashion's regulation or whether you have re-
tained your school-girl complexions. It will
suffice for me to say that anywhere, any time,
anyhow, you are essentially the objectives of
the spotters of a good target and thoroughly
adorable whether you strenuously resist
advances or capitulate immediately at the first
presenting of arms.

With these few words, Gentlemen, I call
upon you to drink the health of " The Ladies."

In the unavoidable absence of Mr. A. F. Su 1er
(President of the Nouvelle Société Helvétique),
who had taken charge of replying for the official
guests, Monsieur Oh. Chapuis, President of the
City Swiss Club, stepped into the breach and
said :

Monsieur le Ministre, Mr. President, Ladies
and Gentlemen,

I really deeply sympathize with you that
your ever alert President did not carry further
afield his search for a more eloquent substitute
for Mr. F. A. Suter.

We sincerely regret to hear that ill-health
prevented Mr. Suter from attending this
Banquet. I am sure you will all join me in
wishing him a speedy recovery.

Last evening your President telephoned me
to ask me if I would help him out of a hole, and
serve as stop gap at this function. Somehow he
already had then some qualms of conscience,
because lie said, " I know its not much in your
line, but I hope you will help me out."

Now, I had looked forward to this Banquet
with intense pleasure, the very thought that I
should sit at this top table as your guest, with
heaps to eat and drink and nothing to do but
enjoy your company was something to live for.

On hanging up the telephone receiver, I
felt like the clergyman who' was playing golf,
and playing it very badly. Everytime he

=3221

foozled a shot he remarked " Assouan 1" / At
length his opponent could bare the mystery no
longer. "Why," he asked, "rdo you say
Assouan?" •' Because," answered the cleric," it's the biggest dam I know."

There are two kinds of speeches to be made
in replying for The Guests, a short speech
(which your President recommended me to
make), anil a long speech, which I intend in-
flirting upon you. But do not be alarmed, the
short speech is, fjfecmfc //cm, and the long speech
is, I thank you, Mr. President, for the splendid
way in which you gave this toast and on he-
half of all the guests, I thank the Committee
and members of the S.R.A. for their magnifi-
cent hospitality,

1 ask my fellow guests to join me and to
drink to the prosperity and the further-succès-
ses of the Swiss Rifle Association.

When the unprofessional—though all the
more efficient—toastmaster gave the word to
Monsieur Paravicini there was a relieving up-
plause among the company who began to wonder
why our Minister had not been allowed to speak
before. Monsieur Paravicini began by paying
tribute to the two previous speakers whose
humorous allusions he had enjoyed very much,
i.'nlike other orators, he endured no qualms or
trepidation and, not sharing the feelings of
Monsieur Chapuis' clergyman friend, he felt no
necessity to refer to the great water-work in
Fpper Egypt. Ile felt, however, and he. was sure
his listeners were with him, that it was time to
say something about the Swiss Rifle Association
itself. True, the order of toasts had been
reversed but courtesy was one of the outstanding
characteristics of their President, " ladies came
first anywhere, any time and anyhow " and this
was, therefore, an honourable tradition with him.
He—the Minister—regretted that he could not
claim much of a share in the success of the As-
sociation ; the only thing he had done—and done
well—was to regularly partake of the luxurious
repast placed before him at tlieir annual dinners.
He heartily congratulated the Association on liatv-
ing left seven successful years behind it, success-
fui, he thought, in spite or oil account of the
" differences of opinion and difficulties " referred
to by the President. He rejoiced that the S.K.A.
was approaching the tenth year of its existence
torTie could assure them from personal experience
that a tenth anniversary was a delightful affair
to celebrate (laughter). Nobody realised more
than himself the heavy burden borne by the
former presidents, Messrs. DeBrunner, Strtibin
and Sclimid, and' the responsibility and devotion
of Messrs. Lantpert, ('. O. Brttllliard and P.
Hilfiker, who personally superintended shooting
practice at the rifle range. He recognised the
praiseworthy manner in which our foremost nat-
ional sport, fraught with such grave danger, was
carried on under conditions not altogether ideal.
It also filled him with pride that the prestige of
the Legation had been saved, one of his colleagues
(P. Hilfiker) having managed to secure the
twelfth prize in the final shooting competition
(laughter). The Minister terminated his address
by proposing the success and further prosperity
of the Swiss Rifle Association, coupling with it
the name of its President, Mr. Henry Senn (pro-
longed applause).

Mr. G. Ê. DeBrunner, the honorary Vice-
President, thanked the Minister for his splendid
words of encouragement. It was entirely due to
his keen interest and ever ready support that the
banner of the S.R.A. was flying so proud and
lofty. The speaker was dwelling upon the sym-
bolic meaning of the menu card (reproducing a
noted statue in Switzerland), affirming that if
ever holshevism should threaten the Legation the
Swiss Minister would find every member of the
Association, rifle in hand, guarding the territory
of 32, Queen Anne Street which was so sacred to
them.

The Swiss Minister then rose in order to per-
form, as he said, some extremely gratifying
duties. They had already heard the great import-
ance the Association attached to the co-operation
of the ladies. lie was asked to say that the
S.R.A. owed them all a huge debt of gratitude but
that in the present bad times it was beyond tlieir
means to make a suitable presentation to every
lady (laughter). They had decided, therefore,
to single out the. good lady who during the inter-
vais of their arduous firing bouts had so graci-
ously and successfully rekindled their flagging
spirits in the refreshment pavillion. He presented
Mrs. Wullsclileger. with. a silver cup suitably in-
scribed.

The Minister was also handed a shield, de-
picting Wilhelm Tell, which he delivered into the
hands of Mr. Henry Senn, the President, as a
token of the high esteem of the members of Iiis
committee. Mr. Senn in accepting the gift, said
it was a complete surprise to him and if he had
filled his office to their satisfaction it was due to
the loyal support he had received at all times
from his colleagues and the members of the Associ-
at ion.

The names of the three principal winners of
this year's final competition were then called out
by Mr. DeBrunner who handed to Mr. Edward

Maurice Bruschweiler
iglj-Class Uccf&flork IBntrljcr

62, CREAT TITCHFIELD STREET, W.1.
Telephone : MUSEUM 4404

42, SNOW'S FIELDS, LONDON BRIDGE, S ET:
Telephone: HOP 3188

Schweizer Spezialitäten

Kalbs-Roladen
Kalbs-Blätzle
Kalbs-Voressen

Kalbsbraten, gerollt und
gespickt

Kalbsbrust zum füllen

Kalbs-Nierenbraten, etc

Schweinebraten, gerollt

Rindsbraten, gespickt

Rmdsroladen

Gehacktes Rind-, Kalb-
u. Schweine-fleisch

Echte Schweizer Schub-
lig, Cervelas, Land-
jäger, Leber, Fleisch,
Schulken, Knob-
lauch u. Mettwurst

Geräucherte Schinken,
und Ochsenzungen,
in allen Grössen

Geflügel aller Art

ßßA rVFLÄST ,/ßDß/V Af/TTWOC//

LARGE SELECTION EXCLUSIVE MODELS

TT/riemn ef C/e.,
Call 1st Floor

8„ WEST STREET, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C.2
(Next door to St*. Martin's Theatre) Tel: TEMPLE BAR,4112

BRAND
The unsurpassed

"ROCO" BRAND OF JAMS

Black Cherry, Red Cherry,

Bilberry (Heidelbeeren)

Strawberry, etc.

All kinds of

Fruits in Syrup & Vegetable Conserves

of

Conservenfabrik A.G., Rorschach.

!/(•/// he o&toiwerZ of wosfi o/ /fee Zeardiw/I

/Mikafeisem F.s/«b/?'.sAmeM/.s". Stores, etc.,
or, 1/ wttoMattia&Ze icri/c /o t/te Soie
fte/iresewfaitre :

H. H. BAUMANN,

30, Hartswood Rd., Stamford Brook, W.12.
Telephone : Shepherds Bush 3043.

Do you consider Protection a Necessity?
If so, have you provided for your wife and children?

Let a LIFE ASSURANCE POLICY (whole-life or

endowment) solve the problem, it is at the same time a

profitable and Safe Investment.

THE MOST SENSIBLE XMAS GIFT!
Ask for particulars and interview :

ERNEST A. NUSSLE,
13, Whymark Avenue, Wood Green, N.22.

Phone : Mountview 4123.

Not exceeding S lines Per insertion. 2/6 : three insertions 5/-
Postage extra on replies addressed c/o Sin's« öftwrwr

WiTempfehlen Ihnen unser SONNIGES, gut
bürg. Heim zur Aufnahme zarter Schulkinder,
ev. Waisen. Sorgfalt. Verpflegung, liebev.
Erziehung. Harmon. Familienleben. Nur kl.
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Brullhardt the challenge cnp for the 300 metre
target, to Mr. F. Wetter another challenge cup
for the 100 yards automatic target, and to Mr. C.
O. Brullhard a challenge shield for the target' Kunst."

Before the company adjourned to the recep-
tion hall, where every member received a prize
according to his performance in the final competi-
tion, the president expressed his appreciation
to Mr. iiidermaur, the chef of the First Avenue
Hotel, for the excellence of the dinner arrange-
ments.

The usual ball followed the banquet.

LE CHEF ET LE HOMARD.

Vous vous rappelez, chers lecteurs, cette
aventure extraordinaire l'affaire des 80,000
bottes de foin, si délicieusement racontée par
Monsieur France. Il n'y a pas bien longtemps,
nous étions menacés, paraît-il, d'après la presse
quotidienne, d'une nouvelle affaire aussi
retentissante, celle des 80,000 homards ébou-
il Imités, car notre société humanitaire nationale
devait faire la guerre aux maîtres queues, qui,
saisissant les queues des crustacés, les plongent
dans l'eau bouillante pour mettre tin à leur
existence avant de les transformer en ce mets cher
aux gourmets, le homard à l'américaine.

Ceci, paraît-il, est une opération fort cruelle.
Or, il faudrait placer le patient dans l'eau

froide et le chauffer doucement pour arriver à

l'étouffemeiit car ceci est un trépas plus doux
que le plongeaient dans l'eau bouillante.

Au moyen-Age, quand l'église miséricordieuse
livrait ses victimes au bras séculier pour subir la
mort à petit feu, l'exécuteur des hautes oeuvres
voulut bien parfois les occire par un coup de
grâce préalable.

Je ne voudrais pas cependant que les âmes
compatissantes s'alarmassent du sort de ces
pauvres êtres, ni qu'elles crussent que les princes
de l'art culinaire ne fussent pas animés de
sentiments humanitaires. C'est pour cette raison
que je tiens à préciser que, chez les crustacés
décapodes macroures ainsi (pie chez les batraciens
et autres membres subalternes du règne animal,
woarcmcw# jne veut pas dire_#rf.su'hi7itc. Lorsque
'j'étais jeune, je me rappelle aVoir assisté, un jour
de marché à Dieppe, au spectacle d'un joyeux
drôle, qui vendait des bagues mirifiques contre
les rhumatismes.

Prenant une grenouille vivante, d'un geste
(ligne de Monsieur Heilder, il décapita le batracien
et d'un second geste aussi vif, il le dépouilla de
sa- peau.

Repliant les membres de la bête, il la plaça
sur une plaque métallique et amoncela sur son dos
un petit tas d'écus. Alors, à la fin d'un discours
enflammé et explicatif, il toucha le moignon du
cou avec la bagne mirifique.

Sursaut de l'animal et cascade de gros sous 1

Voilà, dit-il, si ma bague peut faire sauter
une pile de sous du dos d'une grenouille décéclée,
car elle n'a plus de tête, n'ext-elle pas assez
puissante pour faire sauter vos douleurs?

l'n argument aussi probant porta ses fruits
et la vente fut fructueuse. Or, la plaque étant
en zinc et la bague eu cuivre, notre bonhomme
avait tout simplement une pile voltai'que, et nous
savons que, chez les batraciens et les crustacés,
on peut obtenir une réaction au stimulus
électrique, même de nombreuses heures après la
mort.

Les chefs disent qu'ils percent la moelle
épinière avec une aiguille avant de procéder à la
cuisson du homard et, en effet, cette opération
assure la mort d'une façon aussi efficace que la
décapitation.

Il est dangereux de s'aventurer trop loin sur
cette voie. Si nous sommes logiques avec nous-
mêmes, il ne faut pas manger les huîtres, car si
on verse quelques gouttes de jus de citron sur ce
bivalve succulent à l'état frais, on verra la chair
se contracter.

l ue huîtres possède-t-elle de la sensibilité?
On peut se demander si les sensations d'une

huître, descendant doucement le gosier d'un
gourmet, ne sont pas plus désagréables (pour elle)
que le plongeon momentané du homard dans l'eau
bouillante.

Les chefs seraient menacés des foudres de la
loi et cela pourrait fournir un spectacle émouvant
<le voir discuter par d'éniinents juristes renforcés
de moult batteries d'experts physiologistes,
humanistes, biologistes et autres, le problème de
la sensibilité crustacéenne.

On pourrait insinuer que tout cela semble un
peu illogique dans un pays où on honore tant la
chasse à courre mais—j'oublie—dans un cas il
s'agit du sport, dans l'autre simplement de l'art.

ck.
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SHING You a Merry Christmas
And in the Coming Year Many Days
Bright with the Sunshine of Happiness.

- - Mr. & Mrs. EMILE MARTIG.

FASHIONS FOR MEN.
Bj/ W. Pritchett.

In my two previous articles I, have discussed
this winter's new fashions in overcoats and suits
and ,so, in the present article, I intend to give
some idea of the correct formal day wear and
formal and informal evening wear, together with
the latest styles and cloths.

Formal day dress is used at Royal, Govern-
ment and Official receptions, Weddings, Funerals,
Luncheons, Afternoon Parties, at Ascot and such
like occasions. The suit used is what is generally
known as the Morning Coat Suit and comprises
a tail coat made from fine black or grey worsted,
cheviot or vicuna cloth. A single or double
breasted waistcoat to match the coat or of a
washing material or cloth in white, grey or buff
colours. The trousers will be chosen to suit the
occasion when they, will be worn and will be of
striped effects in neat narrow or wide patterns,
checks or herringbone designs in black and white
or grey. The smart coat is cut with a broad
chested effect and tits well into the waist and over
the liips and has one bone button to the front and
the cuffs fairly narrow and finished with three
smaller bone buttons. The waistcoat must be
well fitting and sharply defining the waist. The
trousers will be long and full with plain bottoms
and finished with four pleats at the tops. This
suit can make or mar a man's appearance,
especially as it is worn when lie should be looking
Ins very best, so particular care must be taken to
see that it is well tailored and cut. The position
of the fashionable waistline as applied to each
individual is one of the chief factors a clever cut-
ter has to consider.

The Frock Coat is very seldom seen nowa-
days, although the King still favours it, and its
return to popularity is very remote.

On those formal occasions in the evening such
as Balls, Dances, Dinners, Government and
Official receptions, House and Theatre parties the
tail coat suit is the correct wear. On such other
occasions as in your Club, Bachelor Dinner
parties, at the seaside, on board ship, when
ladies are not present or other informal times
the Dinner Suit is worn.

A rule that can be generally applied is, if in
doubt, don the tail suit for it is always correct.

The tail suit is a, particularly pleasing gar-
ment if well made and during the last few years
many improvements have been made in its style
to increase its smartness. This year, broad
shoulders, short square fronts, longer tails,
broader lapels all tend to give that appearance of
height and breadth which is characteristic of
masculine fashions at the present time. The white
waistcoat has received more attention at the
hands of •' Dame Fashion " than any other article
of evening dress. The latest styles of waistcoats
are cut with a slightly wider opening than
formerly and have a square shaped collar in both
the single and double breasted styles. The double
breasted model is cut with two or three buttons
and come to one or two points at the centre and
the bottom of the waistcoat is sharply cut away
to conform to the.short fronts of the tail coat.

The white waistcoat should be always worn
with the tail coat and the black waistcoat with
the dinner jacket. White or black dress tie also
corresponding to the waistcoat worn. The Prince
of Wa les, however, has worn a white waistcoat
with a dinner suit on a number of occasions but
he is " a law unto himself."

The trousers which are cut on moderately
long and full lines should be finished with four
pleats to the tops and two narrow rows of braid
down the side for the tail suit and one wider row
for the dinner suit.

TILBURY—DUNKERQUE—BALE.

In conjunction with the A.L.A. Steamship
Company, the L.M.S. Railway operates a nightly
service to and from the Continent through thé
Ports of Tilbury and Dmikerque.

(In the English side direct through services
are run to Tilbury from principal provincial
towns, including Birmingham, Leicester, Notting-
ham, Sheffield, Leeds, Bradford, Manchester,
Liverpool, Glasgow, Edinburgh, and Ireland.

On the French side an express service is
given to and from Bâle, the connectional train
being composed of modern stock with Restaurant
Car facilities available to all classes.

Four steamers maintain the boat service,
which takes from G to 6^ hours, and special atten-.
tion has been given to the sleeping accommodation
on the steamers, which is comfortable and plenti-
ful.

At both Tilbury and Dmikerque the trains
run alongside the steamers.

Full information can be obtained from the
Divisional Passenger Commercial Superintend-
eut,, L.M.S. Railway, Euston Station, London,
the Office of the Swiss Federal Railways; Carlton
House, lib, Regent Street., S.W.I, or any station
or Agency of the LJM.S. Railway Company.

ADVERTISE in the "SWISS OBSERVER"
/f's T^afrto/i'c anc/fï *Pai/s /

A ROMAN FACTORY TOWN NEAR BERNE.

Valuable discoveries have been made about
four miles to the north from Berne. The
historical Museum in Berne has undertaken
already some years ago diggings in the Reichen-
bachwood and lately it was found out, that nearly
2,000 years ago there must have been a factory
town of the Roman Helvetian.

This extended Roman settlement Was- very
likely of Celtic origin, for twenty to thirty pits
were found, which are the typical dwellings of the
Celts. This Celtic settlement was probably one of
these twelve towns called Oppidum, of which
Caesar, the Roman fieldmarshal, spoke a great
deal.

Already a few years ago quite near to the
Reichenbachwood three Celtic churchyards and
a great Roman cemetery with 170 graves were dug
out. Since that time various Roman and Celtic
objects found there proved that a large settle-
nient must have existed, which had become a
Roman town one century after Christ.

By further digging they came on a street 4

yards broad and made,the exceedingly interest-
ing discovery of a Roman factory centre.
Amongst pottery-ware five furnaces were found,
one of them even contained twelve casks potted
together. The utensils showed an improving tech-
nical development. Some of these potteries can
be traced back to the third and other decorated
ones to the fourth century. The impressed trade-
marks enabled one even to make out the names of
different potters, one was called " Ateius "
another " Acutus " and a third " Modestus."
At that time the clay was worked on potters'
wheels as it is done nowadays. Articles of pot-
tery from this unknown town were discovered in
Soleure and in the west of Switzerland, a good
proof of trade activity of these Roman potters.
Also slate pencils had been manufactured of
which several hundred were found. With those
the Romans used to write on waxboards.

Another trade was the manufacturing of a
kind of safety pin. The Romans did not know of
buttons and fastened tlieir long pleated garments
with such pins. In this branch two names of
tradesmen of the first and second century after
Christ were still visible, "Secos" and "Sabinus."
Even a pharmaceutical industry must have
existed. It is known that 220 occulist stamps
belonged to the old Roman Empire of which seven
were in Helvetian and from those seven three have
been found in the Reichenbacliwood. With these
stamps the Roman occulists used to mark their
pharmaceutical ' products and very likely the
potters supplied them with little pots for unguent.

In another Celtic pit which was reached by
a few steps, some fragments of glass, bones of
animals and a Roman saddler's or tanner's knife
were dug out, therefore it is quite probable that
the leather trade flourished at that time.

Last year a foundry was discovered and
lately a furnace. >Owing to the fact that there
was fine sand and good clay in this part, the
Roman cliose this place for a commercial centre
in the Roman Helvetian.

This discovery gains in interest every year
and will be of great value for the work of
exploration of prehistorieal Switzerland.

Berne. Miss E. Dachselt.

UNIONE TICINESE.

The •• Festa Famigliare," in aid of the Fond
de Secours, which took place on the 9th inst., a

l'agani's Restaurant, proved a really fine succès
both as regards attendance as well as enjoymen
Every available place for the Dinner in the Qnee
Alexandra Ilall had been booked in advance In
seasonal ailments kept a few away. It was
party of 150 which sat down to the banquet, an
by tlie time the dance was in full swing the con
pany numbered over' 2(10.

We were treated, as usual, to the good foo
and service of Pagani's, and right from the oegir
nirig the assembly acquired a festive mood, i
which Christmas crackers were allowed to play
part. The traditional toasts were honoured i
due course and then Mr. W. Notari, Presidem
rose to thank the numerous members and friend
who had given stich spontaneous support to tli
call of the society. He mentioned in particula
Mr. G. Marchand, who has been a very cor
sistent friend for many years and read out a con
mnnioation received from Signor Clement
Rezzonico, Secretary of Legation, expressing, ri
gret at being unavoidably prevented front beim
with us, but wishing us every success. One tier
pleasant- task of 'Mr. Notari was'Mo-inform"th
gathering that the offer he made' on behalf of th
Society at our Annual Banquet, last March, wit
the view of helping the Fond Dinner had an
with an excellent resnonse, both from the othe

: Swiss Societies as well as from the-Swiss colon
in general, and it was certain that terms would h
amply fulfilled. The response from the Tieines
had been quite fair, but there was still time fc
anyone to identify himself with the good causé, i
he had not alreâdy done so.

To Mr. O. Gambazzi, Secretary, fell the fas
of welcoming our friends, and he*,expressed th
pleasure of the Society at having with us sue
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