Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1930)
Heft: 452
Artikel: Five weeks in America
Autor: Eckenstein, K.E.
DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-693432

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 07.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-693432
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

June 21, 1930.

THE SWISS OBSERVER.

2111

supplier-of goods to Switzerland.

The total trade turnover with Switzerland
last year showed, he said, a great decrease on that
for 1928. The total value of goods bought.from
Great Britain declined, in fact, from 226,300,000
franes in 1928 to 167,800,000 francs in 1929, whilst
exports of Swiss goods to Great Britain Llsu fell
off from 305,900,000 francs to 288,000,000 francs.

Ile attributed this decline in British supplies
last year largely to the slump in the cotton trade,
especially in grey goods, which was not uncon-
nected with the stagnation in the embroidery in-
dustry.  Against British exports of 146,000,000
and 120,000,000 square yards of all kinds of cotton
goods in 1927 and 1928 respectively, the United
Kingdom Mlpplled only 89,000,000 square yards
to the Swiss market last year,

In dealing with other general causes of this
decreased trade, Mr. Crowe was tempted to. ask
whether British firms were really devoting as
much time and energy to the Swiss market as
the position in this country warranted.

Tt was, he declared, an accepted fact that
British goods were popular in Switzerland, it
for nothing else than their excellent quality. But
when he reflected that last year the number of
British commercial travellers recorded in Swit-
zerland was only 22, as compared with 285 from
Germany, 90 from France, and 34 from (“hum, he
was inclined to believe that British firms did not
really view the Swiss market with sufficient atten-
tion. He maiutained that the general position in
Switzerland was most reassuring and that the
buying power of the country was excellent.

It is worth while recalling that practically
every British product entering Switzerland is
subjected to an import duty, in certain cases very
high, Swiss goods imported into the United King-
dom, on the other hand, enjoy for the most part
all the facilities of the open market.

THE SWISS VOTE - TO CURB LIQUOR.

Switzerland, by popular vote, has recently
made a notable advance toward liquor restriction
and temperance. The question submitted to the
people in the referendum of April 6 was whether
the liquor laws should be revised in the direction
of increased governmental control and stringent
curtailment of the rights which fruit growers have
long enjoyed to distil and sell alcohol without
the payment of any tax.

Under the new laws the rights of the fruit
growers are seriously curtailed. The farmer may
distil, but he may sell only to the Government.
After fifteen years he will need a special licence.
Nor is the Government to be a willing purchaser.
It is to make an effort to encourage the raising
of fruits for deserts and for jam rather than for
alcohol, with the confident expevmtmn that the
grower will obtain higher prices for his product.
The Government for the time being is to pay a
part of the costs of transporting the fruit. In-
creased taxation and profits which may acecrue
from Government sales are expected to make
considerable sums available for transportation
subsidies and other purposes.

The large margin by which the laws carried
was surprising. Eighty per cent. of the elector-
ate went to the polls Seventeen cantons were in
favor and only five opposed. Four hundred and
eight-two thousand persons voted for the bill
and 317,000 against. Considering the extent to
which the liquor traffic is being l'eguhted in other
countries, one might be mvlmml to say that Swit-
zerland has mdde a hesitant and unimportant
step forward. Considering the situation in Swit-
zerland, however—the ingrained conservatism of
the people and the particularism of the peasant—
one should conclude that the referendum marked
a notable advance, even a revolution.

THE WATCH INDUSTRY.

Fully authorised disclosures have now
brought to light the exact position of the watch-
making industry, about which many rumours
have circulated. Because certain firms have
stopped work and the demand for some makes of
watches is decreasing, it was assumed that a seri-
ous crisis, similar to the trials of 1921-23, would
make itself felt before long. This pessimism was
increased by recent cases of bankruptey, although
well-informed circles were expecting these events,
and it is a mistake to attribute them to the de-
crease of sales which has lately taken place.

It is stated that the industry is going through
very difficult times, but there need be no fear
of a serious crisis. IFactories turning out first-class
qualities are working full time whilst the manu-
facturers of cheap watches are severely handi-
capped and have to stop work on one or more
days every week. The demand for good watches
has returned with the increased power of buying.
In spite of certain accidental circumstances such
as the saturation of the American market, it is
said that the present crisis is mainly due to over-
production and not to a decrease in sales.

Meanwhile the interior organisation of the
industry is strengthened. New price lists have
been adopted by most of the manufacturers and
various firms concentrate more and more on
speciality articles of first-class qualities.

A short survey of the chiet markets shows the
following figures for 1929 :—The United States im-
ported watches for 56 million franes (14 million
more than in 1928), and Germany for 36,7 million,
or less than in the preceding year. Next comes
Great Britain with 26 million. Ttaly, France and
Canada have increased their purchases whilst
Spain, China and Japan have diminished theirs.
On the whole the firmest support was obtained
from a series of medium and small orders. s.r.r.

Five Weeks in America.
By Dr. K. E. ECKENSTEIN.
1. NEW YORK.

huxtlo congestion, sky-
scrapers, smart American women, magnificent
shops, luxurious restaurants. Broadway

I suppose most people have tried to imagine
what New York is like, and 1 suppose I did the
same.  Yet the reality is quite different, disap-
pointing in some respects but intensely interest-
ing, amazing, almost overyhelming.

I went to America with the detérmination to
learn and tried to avoid making comparisons with
Europ I enjoyed myself immensely. T saw
quite a lot in the short time I was there and did
my best to learn American. In short, I got a
real good kick out of the trip.

The first kick I got was the view of New
York as the ship steamed up the Hudson river
and one saw the sky-scrapers looming up out of
the mist. The day was cloudy but from time to
time the sun would light up the scene and its
rays would be reflected from the high windows
and from a spire which I learnt afterwards was
the stainless steel spire on the top of the new
Chrysler building, New York’s tallest and latest
commercial edifice. T regret to say that T was
not much impressed by the Statue of Liberty,
which someone has cynically called a * memorial
to the dead.” Perhaps it was that we were too
wid that it would be more l]]l])l(-‘\\l\(‘
seen at close quarters. Also I think it is
dwarfed by the height of the buildings of the
city.

This is not the
traveller is approaching New York. The first
indication is the closing of the bars and the
removal and sequestration of the bottles which
takes place when the ship is one hour’s steaming
from quarantine.

The second kick was the journey to our hotel
and T am not sure that this was not the biggest
kick of the whole trip. We were taken in cars
behind a policeman on a motor cyele. Tmagine
a tall, thin, hard-faced cop armed with square
rimmed spectacles, a huge revolver and a Dbelt
filled with evil looking cartridges. With siren
in full blast, he led the cars through the traffic
regardless of traffic controls or other obstruc-
tions, waving aside any unfortunate car which
might get in our way and bringing us to
our destination at a vertiginous speed.

The first thing we did was to go for a walk
in the streets. T was rather disappointed for the
streets are badly paved and the shops, except for
some in Iifth Avenue and part of Broadway, are
not to be compared with those of London or
Paris. The sky- -scrapers are even more impres-
‘sive when seen close at hand than from a distance
‘and yet one has not got the sensation of being
‘closed in. Perhaps this is due to the ‘“zoning
ln“ which insists on buildings being erected
in terraces after a certain height But they are
unique and on this account alone  New York is
totally = different from any other - city. We
were taken over the Chrysler. building which
‘is still unfinished. Tt is over a thousand feet

New York. Noise,

first intimation that the

high and contains seventy-seven floors. In spite
of its height it is not ungraceful and when the
uppermost part has Dbeen ('(neled with stainless

steel, as is intended, it should be a very fine
sight.  We were t:lken up to the sixty-seventh
storey in a lift without stopping, and from the

top a magniticent view of the city can be obtained
which makes it easy to understand why the only
way the size of New York can be increased is by
vertical instead of horizontal expansion.

As one looks down one can clearly see the
avenues stretching from north to south in the
narrow peninsular on which the town was built
and crossed by streets running east and west.
From this height the cars below looked like little
toy automobiles.  We came down from the sixty-
severith storey, a distance of about 900 feet, in
sixty-two  seconds. 1 was amazed at the
smoothness  of the descent, to say nothing
of the gentleness with which the lift started
and stopped.  There was none of that un-
pleasant feeling which one experiences so often
in a lift, that sudden drop which makes you
gasp and feel as if your inside were dropping
out. I asked the reason. I swas told that, apart
from improvements in the starting and stopping
mechanism, these high speed cars arve built with
solid walls and doors so that they are practically
air-tieht and there is no air displacement inside.
And as a matter of fact one did not have a
vision of floors flashing by, the only indication
being a moving row of red dots, as the number
ot the floor showed up on the electrical indicator.
The building will Dbe truly magnificent when
finished. The walls of the ground floor ave being
sheathed with marble and the door panels of the
lifts inlaid with different coloured woods in an
arabesque design, which, though ornate, is very
cffective. The building of course will be occupied
by offices.

In contrast with the Chrysler building is
the City Hall which is a low \(]ll.lf edifice sur-
rounded by sky-scrapers and was, 1 believe, built
at the beginning of the 19th Century. We were
received by Mayor Walker in a parlor, the walls
of which are covered with portraits of past
Mayors and I noticed above the mantelpiece a
large portrait of Lafayette. . Needless to say T
was very interested to see Mayor Walker, about
whom one has read so much. He has indeed a
great personality and T was told is one of the
best after-dinner speakers in the States.

We stayed in New York such a short time
that it was impossible to do more than get a
elimpse here and there and after reading Paul
Morand’s latest book, ‘“ New York,” I realize
how much there is to ‘see. But I did go to
Roxy’s and Paramount which are rivals in
ornateness and architectural extravagances. The
show is a mixture of music hall turns, perform-
ances by the orchestra and the electric organ and
a movietone film. The one I saw was entitled
¢ The Benson Murder Case.”” T have an impres-
sion that the Americans seem to have got over
the disagreeable effect cauged by too much vol-
ume of sound, and, of course, being on its native
heath, the American accent does not strike one
as being out of place.

I also went to Madison Square Gardens
where T saw Barnum and Bailey’s Circus, which

is still in a flourishing condition. The place was
packed and I am not sure that the audience was
not even more interesting than the circus itself.
Among the attractions was a gentleman who was
shot out of a cannon. - Amongst other items of
information on the programme I learnt that the
circus comes every year to New York and then
goes on an extended tour throughout the States
during the summer and autumn, finishing up in
Florida where it goes into winter quarte

We were given a lunch at the New York Press
Club and had a great reception.  After lunch,
there were, of course, speeches (in this respect
there is nothing to choose between England and
America), and I noticed one custom in particu-
lar. When the guests and other *‘ notabilities *’
are introduced, as each man’s name is mentioned,
he is expected to rise and bow, presumably in
order that the company may decide whether they
like his face or not. It was here that I saw the
latest machine used for reporting speeches. It
consists of an instrument similar to a typewriter
with a small keyboard and a narrow roll of paper
which comes ont like that of a tape machine. Each
line consists of one word only and most words are
transcribed by conventional abbreviations. 1
was told it is considered that this method is more
accurate than shorthand and the paper strip can
be rolled up and kept in the archives as an actual
record of what was said.

Much hax been written about the congestion
of the New York streets and this is as bad, if not
worse, than that in London. In one way it is
perhaps slightly easier to control because the
streets run either parallel or at right angles to
one another. The traffic is controlled at the
intersection of each block by either an automatic
light control or by a policeman. I liked the New
York policemen. They are just as impre
as the London police but in a different w
They seem to be less detached from the things
of this world and are more demonstrative in their
actions, but it adds to the joy of life to see a
great husky cop standing at the corner of a street
and tw ulnw his night stick by its thong round
his finger.  Stops are frequent and in the rush
hours it is much quicker to go by the subway
than take a taxi. T found this out on going for
a taxi ride by myself when there was no police
escort.

The Subway is very much like the Under-
gronund except that it is not so tidy and is in-
tinitely more noisy. It is very convenient, but in
the rush hours the cars are packed as tightly as
sardine tins.

New York should not be left without seeing
Broadway by mnight. The Americans ecall it
“ The Great “Inte Way " and the name is not
misleading, 3v the light of myviads of lamps,
electrie signs of &1l deseriptions, shapes and col-
onrs, it loses its tawdry appearance, and at the
time when the theatres are closing with the dense
crowds on the sidewalks and the unending lines
of automobiles, truly it is a sight worth seeing.

TO BE CONTINUED.

Dr. Eckenstein has embodied the impressions gained
during his recent tour in the US.A. in this series of
articles which he has kindly placed at our disposal for
publication in the * Swiss Observer.”—Ep.
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