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THE SWISS OBSERVER.

JUNE 22nd, 1929.

NOTES AND GLEANINGS
By KiBURG.

This is" the Season when Kyburg’s - task
becomes rather difficult on aceount of the in-
numerable articles and pictures dealing with
holidays in Switzerland. The late Mr. Tantalus
suffered terrible thirst with the water ever
almost within his reach. Kyburg suffers terribly
from “‘Heimweh” when he wades through the said
articles and his one and great consolation is that
he can look forward to the days, soon to come
now, when he will once again be one of the happy
wanderers over our bedutltul native soil.

It has been stated on good authority, that
those sturdy men whom we see often in this hot
weather carrying huge blocks of ice and whom,
sometimes, wé rather envy, do not really benefit
by their occupation as far as relief from heat and
thirst goes. Rather does their close proximity
to that ice burn, strange as it may sound. I was
thinking of this, when I read the following
article about Glaciers and thought how nice it
would be, just now, to wander over the ice and
to drink from the icy waters of our Swiss
Mountains. (I know of course that one should
not !)

The Movements of Glaciers.
(The Times, 4th June.)

Dr. P. L. Mercanton, of Lausanne, and a
group of scientific colleagues have been inves-
tigating the effects of the unusual dryness of
the summer of 1928 and the scarcity of snow-
falls during the 1927-28 winter upon glaciers
and snowtields. With the abnormal melting
of the snow during the summer and autumn,
there was a general decrease in the depth of
the snowtields throughout Switzerland, and
the snowline, above.which there is snow - all
the year round, receded 130ft. higher than in
1927. The recession was the highest recorded
hitherto, and is comparable only to that regis-
tered after the summer of 1921.

The movement of retreat noticed in 1927
in Alpine glaciers was accelerated in 1928
when, out of 100 glaciers observed, 14 were
advancing, as against 22 in 1927; five were
stationery, as against seven in the previous
year; and 81 were retreating, as against 71 in
1927.

The Altels glacier, near the Gemmi Pass
road in the Bernese Oberland, last year seemed
to be dangerous, and at one time it was feared
that a large section of the glacier was about
to collapse, as in 1895. The observations
made show that a section of the glacier, 75,000
square feet in area and about 60ft. in depth,
broke off from the main mass, and slid for
about 60ft. over the lower surface, to which it
eventually adhered, and now remains firmly
fixed.

Oxperiments were also carried out last
year in the measurement of velocity at which
the deeper parts of glaciers travel. The sur-
face movements of glduelx is_well understood,
but the movement of the deep parts is still un-
known. Nineteen 75mm. shell-cases have
been buried in the Rhome glacier, containing
documents showing the exact place where they
were buried and giving the date. Six similar
shells have also been buried in the Jungfrau

’ass. It is estimated that, according to the
known rate of movement of objects in glaciers,
the shells in the Rhone glacier will reappear
at the foot, some in the year 2110 and the
others in the year 2170. Reports of these ex-
periments have been placed in the archives of
several Swiss and foreign scientific bodies.
The parchment dt)Luments, inscribed with the
date and place, are written in. indelible ink
and enclosed in a tin cylinder covered with
white enamel, tightly screwed inside the shell.
This being a thirsty day, as you may have
inferred from reading my initial remarks ren’t
those cireulars of wine-merchants tantalising !—
the following article in the West Lancashire
Bvening Gazette, 31st May, rather captivated my
attention : -

The Art of Coffee Making.

Coftee may be made in several ways ac-
cording to the occasion for which it is re-
quired. It should mnever be boiled only
scalded.

TFor breakfast in winter it should be fairly
stimulating, so the milk and coffee should be
prepared separately, as in Belgium and Switz-
erland.

Make the milk nearly, not quite, boiling.
The flavour is richer thus. In a very hot
earthenware pot measure a heaped dessert-
spoonful of coffee for each person.

Scald this with boiling water, stir, cover,
and leave a few minutes to draw at the side
of the fire. Strain, then serve in one jug, the
hot milk in another.

Pour both simultaneously, regulating
either according to taste, and you will have a
frothy drink that will fortify you to brave
whatever weather awaits you.

At supper, after the theatre, Cafe-au-lait
in the French fashion will give a slight tang
to what is otherwise quite a sleep-producing
drink.

(Joint Managing Directors :

EUROPEAN & GENERAL EXPRESS CO.

E. Schneider-Hall & J. J. Harvey)
The Oldest Swiss Forwarding Agency in England,

Head Office—37, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C4.
West End Office—15, POLAND STREET, W.1.

UMZUGE — GEPACK holen wir tiberall ab.
Aufmerksame Bedienung. Massige Preise.

Forward through us to and from Switzerland your Household Furniture (in our own Lift Vans),
Luggage, Private Effects, Merchandise.

DEMENAGEMENTS — BAGGAGES enlevés et
expediés partout Service attentionné.
Prix raisonnables.

Measure a teaspoontul of coffee per person
into a hot vessel. Use all milk, bring to the
boil, scald the coffee and after stirring leave
as before. Strain and serve.

After-dinner coftee should be strongest of
all, a lingering flavour being very desirable.

Into a hot jug measure a good tablespoon-
ful of coffee per person.

Scald with just sufficient boiling water.
Leave a while, then strain and serve in small
cups with or without cream.

To make really good coffee all the vessels
used must be very hot.

It is a good plan, as in other branches of
cooking to add a small pinch of salt to the
coffee betore scalding.” The flavour is im-
proved.

One last tip. A single drop of lemon
juice in a cup of black coffee will impart a
pungency that will delight the epicure.

and I would have added that, as regards liqueurs
to accompany such excellent coffee, nothing, to
my mind, excels real good brandy! (My cup-
board being rather bare, will kind readers please

please note ')

It is, perhaps risking a lot, but the subject
is so interesting and of \u(h llll])()]l(llli e to those

of us who have the task of rearing families, that

I will insert the following a1tulc called

Doing the Right Things First.
(Manchester Guardian (‘ommercial, 30th May).

In the section of Industrial Hygiene at
the Zirich Congress of the Royal Institute of
Public Health two papers which dealt with
the psychological problems of selection and
training of workers brought into focus some
fundamental principles and afforded data for
a critical examination of certain common as-
sumptions.

Dr. A. Carrard of the Zirich Psycho-
technical Institute, gave a lecture illustrated
by slides and a film, on new methods of psycho-
logical instruction in apprenticeship. Though
most of the principles which he profusely il-
lustrated underlie all problems of acquiring
skill, the example which he took was of train-
ing builders.

Recently in Switzerland the supply = of
builders from outside 'the country ran short.
The opinion that building comes more natur-
ally to the non-Swiss was therefore shelved,
and courses of instruction were designed along
special lines.  The beliefs actuating the organ-
isers of the cours were : (1) That the unitary
movements underlying: both the processes of
handling bricks, mortar and trowels and the
te(‘hnique of plastering could be taught in such
a way that the habits set up would form a
firm basis for future elaboration; (2) that such
habits would oppose the temptation which
would arise later to form less suitable ones;
(3) that boys fresh from school would be the
best learners; (4) that ambidexterity should
wherever possible be mculcated, (5) that the
chief source of difficulty in such training, bore-
dom, due to the \11‘11[)11(‘ v of the movements,
should be avoided by providing a large variety
of movements to be learnt, CDlltllllmll)
changing them, and by the teacher’s efforts tc
sustain general interest in the work.

The film showed convincingly, to the non-
expert at least, the high degree of dexterity
which these boys had acquired in five to six
weeks. - Their left-hand perfomances were
particularly impressive. At the end of five
weeks they are taken into the building trade,
having it is claimed. laid the foundation of a
greater number and variety of dexterities
tlldll they would ordinarily have a chance of
learning in three years. Naturally they tend
to ““ forget 7 such movements. But during
the next winter they are given a refresher
course, in which they can also learn certain
specialities which cannot be taught on the spot
where building is actually tdklnﬂ place.

In the dmcucsmu Dr. Carrard emphasised
that the aim of these courses is not to shorten
d])pl(‘lltl(’(’shlp but to improve it, both nega-
tively, in that wrong movements are hindered,
and [)O‘lltl\(‘l\' in thdt a more extensive field
of endeavour is opened to the learner. No
particular resistance ‘seems to have been
offered to the scheme by apprentices, workers
or employers. The employer gets better work
and the workman better wages.

The principle of learning the right
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SCHOOL HOLIDAYS.

Clergyman near Neuchitel is prepared to receive in-
to his home one or two Students. Every modern
convenience. Terms en pension Frs. 220 per month.
Tuition can be arranged for, if required.  Will take
well recommended children wishing to improve
their French during school holidays.—Apply to
‘Pasteur,” c/o Swiss Observer, 23, Leonard St.,
London, E.C.2.
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YOUNG SWISS LADY, speaking English, Fr§{1ch
and German, wanted at oncc as Assistant to Visiting
Lady of the Swiss Benevolent Society. Afternoons only.
Moderate salary. Write, giving age and experience, to
Theo. Ritter, Hon. Secretary, 61, Cheverton Road,
N. 10.

COMFORTABLE Bed-Sittingroom, clectric light,
gas fire; excellent cuisine; 15 min. Piccadilly Circus.—
Harris, 26, Belsize Road, Hnmpstcnd, London.

SWISS YOUNG LADY, experienced in all house-
hold  duties, good needlewoman, fond of children, re-

quires situation in family where opportunity for lcammg
Enclish.—E.S., 76, Queens Road, Finsbury Park, N.4.
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things first in such a way that it is subse-
quently difficult. to  learn -the ¢ wrong”
things, even if one wishes to, is, of course,
nowadays accepted in the case of high-grade
skills like learning a foreign language or
learning to play a difficult musical instrument.
That it should be applied to the performances
in which ‘¢ initiative ”’ is so often confused
with freedom to muddle is interssting and
encouraging.

The spread or transference of skill, learnt
in one performance, to skills apparently close-
1y allied to it—raising questions answered
with universal emphasis but amusing incon-
sistency by athletes—is of importance in in-
for if there be no such spread, then
k of a person having ¢ general muscu-

v 7 is unjustified, for he will merely
possess many special abilities not necessarily
related to each other. If ** general muscu-
lar ability » exists, we may select a man for a
job on the ground that, though he cannot do
it, he will learn it casily. If, however, such
a central stor is a myth, the only proof of
muscular ability will be actual demonstration
that the man has done the job.

About this question many jothers cluster—
for instance, the rival claims of the ** sample **
or ““ trade ' tests for apprentices (those which
offer him as a test the actual job which he is
to do) and the ‘“analytic’’ (those which at-
tempt to analyse the performance into simpler
ones, which are the separately tested).

The following, however, must not be taken
as an afterthought to the preceding article, but,
as'it also deals with education and that of even
more difficult subjects than normal apprentices,
I really think it is very interesting. After all,
we Swiss rather pride ourselves on more ad-
vanced thinking and we have, I hope, long ago
foregone the old idea of punishing without re-
forming or attempting to reform and rather be-
lieve that reform or cure is really the thing that
is wanted when dealing with so-called eriminals,
i.e., people who, for the sake of organised society

and because they are nefarious to that organisa-
tion, mus
cies.
Prison Methods.

be cured of their anti-social tenden-
Here goes :

(Glasgow Herald, 4th June).

Rumours reach us now and then of an
experiment in Switzerland for breakers of that
country’s laws. In view of the talk—some
of it dangerously vague, though well-meaning
-—about scrapping our own prison methods
and devising something more in accordance
with our newer conceptions of offenders and
attempts to reform-them, some. facts may be
heipful. They may answer a few of the ques-
tions that are often asked as.to how such a
practical demounstration of a favourite theory
is worked out.

There is actually in existence in the valley
between Lake Neuchatel and Berne a penal
colony of farm workers earning their living
and building up quite a large prospernas rural
trade.  There are ate enterprises and
farms alongside, but no difficulties seém to he
reported among the community, which has
gradually reclaimed the swampy land in the
last 40 years and covered it with well tilled
fields and pastures, built farm houses, barns,
mills, cheese factories and shops, until it is
now a busy, useful arvea. spil

To make the Witzwill Farm Colony, which
started over 30 years ago with 50 men, money
had to be spent on fertilisers, but that has been
long paid back. The colony defrays its own
salaries to four or five workers and makes a
steady protit for a building and development
reserve fund after paying interest on all capi-
tal invested in its farms.

The workers are mainly first offenders,
probably only serving for a year, but there
are found among them a good number of long-
sentence men. All must work directly on the
land for two or three months, though- other
trades are taught, and later a prisoner may
continue his own choice. One gathers that a
well-trained Witzwill farmworker is fairly
sure of a job on the land when he is finished
the good apprenticeship, but the alternative
courses make an impressive list—blacksmith,
shoemaker, bookbinder, carpenter, painter,
mason; gardener, sugar beet grower, etc.—in
fact, all that is required to keep the community
itself well fed and well housed. The pay is
about 10 centimes a day for the prisoner him-
self, his family getting food and help while
he is under sentence. There is a village in-
stitute where lectures and services are held
and where the choir practises and performs, so
that though work is havd there are other in-
terests encouraged.

Of course all this is mainly dependant
upon the personality of the staff. The direc-
tor and his wife must be remarkable people,
but no one doubts such capable, understanding
friends of onr rebels and vagrants really do
exist, and because of their attitude to their
charges the work of helping is eased and made
pleasant.

Fifty officers d@ct under the director, get-

ting about 250 franes a month, with house

and - produce. . They work along with and as
hard as the prisoners, making community life
a reality. The centre of the village is the ad-
ministrative block and the ‘director’s house,

with the men’s sleeping cells and larger dor-

mitories jutting off at each end.  The cell
windows are barred, but otherwise there are
not many signs of prison to be seen. To be
allowed to sleep in a dormitory with a small
group of men is looked upon as a reward.
Above all, of interest to those of us who
are worried by the shortcomings and gaps in
the splendid machinery of the penal system
of our country, there is a remarkable colony
attached for discharged prisoners, where men
stay on till they get work. They are free to
come and go, and many seem to feel that they
get on best in the planned systematic life of
a colony. Of all the reports of this experi-

ment and of the somewhat similar work in
Sweden it is the possibilities  of after-care
that appeal most. Less populous and less in-

dustrial countries may find the treatment an
easier proposition, but could Great Britain
not establish its own institutions based on
some such idea?

Some of you may have followed the fortunes
of the several English IFootball Teams on their
journeys abroad recently. You may have read
what they said had been their awful experiences
in some of the continental countries they visited.
The following article, from the Sheffield Mail,
31st May, gives an account of the

Sheffield Wednesday Team’s Visit to

Switzerland.

Sheffield Wednesday returned last night
from their tour of Switzerland looking fit and
well.  They had played six games, winning
each, and had enjoyed to the full the novel ex-
periences which usually fall to the lot of the
traveller on the Continent. Mr. G. W. Turner
the chairman of the club, was naturally de-
lighted with the trip, and spoke highly of the
sportsmanship of the Swis

““We broke our journey at Paris,”” he said
““ and had a look round, after which we trav-
elled to Zurich for the first mateh in which
we beat the Young Fellows F.C., by 3—0, on
May 9. 1 was surprised at the keenness with
which the Swiss people follow English foot-
ball.  All the statistics are at their finger tips
and the games are followed with ‘the closest
interest ' ’

“We were presented before the match
with a banner to commemorate the occasion
and then three cheers were given for the Eng-
lish footballers. To these we replied in like
mauner. Then our players did what no other
English club had done in Switzerland; they
lined up and saluted the Swiss flag. This, of
course was well received.”

Mv.. Turner thought . the football ‘much
slower at Zurich than in England. It was
considered as foul to charge a player and for
that reason goalkeepers were allowed to stand
still. with the ball in their hands.

The pitch at Zurich was very poor.  The
ground had not had a heavy roller on it, and
this of course excluded *‘ carpet *’ football. In
places there were long grass; then a patch of
dandelions, and then spots entirely without
grass. However, we won that match alright.

Trom Zurich the party travelled to Basle,
where a pleasant surprise awaited them.
During the match witli’ Nordesten an aeroplane
cireled over the ground and at half-time
dropped a bunch of flowers and a message.
These came from Mr. Stauber, who, a native
of Switzerland, is well-known in Sheftield.

Mr. Stauber’s nephew, who at one time
was also resident in Sheffield and gained sev-
eral athletic successes, showed the tourists
round the city after the match. The Wednes-
day won comfortably by 2—1 ‘after a good
game. They had been ‘ primed ™ beforehand
that the team at Basle would be one of the
strongest, but though the ground gave every
opportunity for splendid football the game
was not so hotly contested as had been expect-
ed.

After leaving Basle the party spent a few
days sight-seeing. At Neuchatel they were
cordially received, and they astounded the
“locals 7 with the quality of football they
displayed.

This was the first match of its type play-
ed on the Cantonal ground, and though Swiss
clubs were considered very bold when they in-
vited the Wednesday, they were rewarded by
attracting one of the biggest gates.

A local newspaper reported the mateh to
be ¢ a splendid demonstration of true foot-
ball.”” Tt went on to say ¢ The English played
a game which was very effective and clean and
Cantonal owed the smallness of their defeat to
their goalkeeper, who stupified the spectators
by some of his saves.  Except for his play,
Cantonal would have lost by many more
goals.”

The, following day the Grasshoppers were
met at Zurich, which town was reached after
a very hasty and trying journey.

The ground was in splendid trim, with' the
result that the game was one of the fastest
of the series. The Grasshoppers possessed
some splendid half-backs, and these, in addi-
tion to a rule which would make most English
football enthusiasts laugh, somewhat stopped
the Wednesday from having matters all their
own way. However, the tourists. won all
right.

The rule referred to allowed each team
occasionally to change a player or two. Thus
it- was no uncommon sight to see one centre-
forward playing in the first half and another
after the change of ends. While this, of
course, applied to both sides Wednesday re-
mained unchanged throughout.

At Lucertie the tourists had the experience
of Dbeing broiled in the sun—the temperature
being in the 80’s—and seeing in the distance
the cool, snow-covered tops of the mountaius.
It had been intended to visit Lucerne earlier
in the tour but the city team had to cancel the
match. They had drawn in a cup-tie and the
replay had been fixed for the day of the Wed-
nesday’'s visit. However, by the sanction of
the English F.A. another match was arranged
and on a splendid ground the Swiss gave the
best exhibition of the tour. They possessed an
inside-left who would have been good enough,
Mr. Turner Lelieves, for English Football.

The matches resulted :

v. Young Fellows I'.C., at Zurich, 3—0.
v. Nordesten, at Basle, 2—1.
v. Cantonal, at Neuchatel, 3—0.
v. Grasshoppers, at Zurich, 4—0.
v. Lucerne, at Lucerne. 4—0.
Basle, at Basle, 3—1.

THE AEROPLANE DISASTER.

Among the seven passengers who lost their
lives in the somewhat mysterious accident which
befell an air-liner crossing the Channel last Mon-
day morning were two compatriots of ours, name-
1y Mr. Adolp Meister and Frau Beesiger. Both
were on a temporary visit to this country where
they have relatives and friends. Frau Louisa
Besiger, who is from Burgdorf (Berthoud), had
spent a short holiday with a son who is a student
at the Swiss Mercantile Society ; she was in her
52nd year and leaves a husband and two sons.
Her body has not_yet been recovered. On behalf of
the Colony we tender our sincere sympathy to the
relatives and friends.

We are indebted to a correspondent for the
following particulars about the late

MR. ADOLPH MEISTER.

Adolph Meister was on a visit to his relations .in
Switzerland, combining his tour with a business mission
in  Hurope.

His first stay was with his relatives in London,
the family of Mr. F. M. Gamper-Meister and all who
canie into contact with him have been struck by the
youth and happiness of the man, who carried his 73
years with all the airs of an active and energetic busi-
ness man.

This terrible tragedy is all 'the more poignant
for the fact that for fifty years Mr. Meister had not been
back in Europe and seen his native country. . It can
therefore be imagined with what keen' pleasure hc
was looking forward to revisit the scene of his youth
combining with this event the celebration of his nomin-
ation as Vice-President of the Garfield Manufacturing
Co. in which he had been in a leading position for
well over twenty years.

He spoke with keen anticipation of his Aeroplane
trip to Paris, and the fact that his grandson was just
about taking his first Pilot certificate in America.

Widowed for many years, he leaves a married
daughter in the States, who looks back on a distinguished
University career and holds the Golden Key, which is
a very rare distinction in the United States.

His various activities included a Directorship of the
National Bank of Garfield.

His relatives and friends lose in him a man of excep-
tional character and amiable disposition. He was with-
out doubt one of those unofficial ambassadors of our
country who give to the name of Switzerland and the
Swiss the Stamp of dignity, straightforwardness - and
character.

All who have had the privilege of knowing him,
either in business or private life, will feel the deepest
sorrow for his awful fate and keep the souvenir of
his personality as a shining example to follow in life.

OFF TO THE SUNNY SOUTH.

We learn that a unique treat is in store for
the members and friends of the London Swiss
Rifle Association, who may have the time and
inclination to participate in the forthcomi
Swiss National Shooting Competition (Tir Iféd-
éral), to be held towards the end of July at
Jellinzona, in the lovely Canton of Ticino.

The party will leave Victoria Station on
July 24th next at 4 o’clock p.m. by direct route
to Bile, arriving the following morning at 6
o’clock, and they will find awaiting them the
most luxurious passenger coach, which now caters

o
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