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June 8th, 1929. THE SWISS OBSERVER,

LONDON SWISS SPORTS, 1929.

The ''great day" has come and gone, and in
spite of the gloomy prophecy of a German seien-
tist that the British Isles would meet their doom
through a tremendous earquake on Saturday last
there was rejoicing in all quarters due to the truly
magnificent weather. Everything passed off won-
derfully well and not a single accident of any
kind has to be deplored. The onlookers were
perhaps not quite so numerous as in past years,
but any lack of quantity was made up by quality.
The Swiss Minister, M. Paravicini, accompanied
by Mme Paravicini—as charming and; gracious
as ever—was early on the tribune, and our guests
of honour were accorded a very hearty welcome.

M. Paravicini, in a short address, expressed
regret that official functions prevented him from
spending more than an hour or two among the
'members of the Colony, and expressed the hope
that the Sports Meeting would prove an unquali-
fled success. He referred to the regrettable ab-
sence of the President, Mr. C. A. Barbezat, de-
tained in Paris on business, but was glad to ob-
serve that his "spirit" was among us. Indeed,
those who were subsequently privileged to par-
ticijjate in a "séance" were unanimous in the
view that it was a very "refreshing" experience
to meet the President's spirit in the "cave"

One of the outstanding events was the
Veterans' 440yds. Walking Handicap, splendid-
lv won by M. C. Donati of the Unione Ticinese
(40 years), who gave a fine example of what a
well-trained walker can achieve, especially when
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lent displays in wrestling, and Mr. G. F. Rohner,
the winner of the middle weight competition, is
to be congratulated on his vigorous tackling—
immediately after two bouts in his own category,
thus being tired—of the heavy weight wrestler,
Mr. J. Speck, almost two stones heavier than
himself, and though he lost in this particular
round, he gave a very creditable account of his
strength and abilities. The winner of the Light
Weight Competition was an English friend, Mr.
L. E. Wallis.

There were no end of races for little boys and
grown up girls, and some amusing incidents re-
suited from the efforts of these "tiny tots." One,
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there are rumours of earthquakes in the air The
winner of last year's competition, M. J. Haesler,
of the Union Helvetia, was second, and M. E.
Oggier, of the Cercle Valaisfin, was third.

Very creditable performances can be recor-
ded in the Long Jump, there being a dead heat
for the premier position, both Messrs. Kurth and
E. Mueller clearing 19ft. 2in.

The Tug-of-War proved, as usual, most in-
teresting, and it was almost a foregone con -

elusion that the splendidly trained team of the
Cercle Valaisan—the winners of the previous Cup
-—would again give evidence of their superior
prowess. The Cercle Culinaire Suisse made
strenuous efforts to carry off the victory, but tin-
fortunately the Captain allowed the rope to slide
too far in the wrong direction before he assumed
command of his crew. The Union Helvetia, in
spite of the fact that the Captain had to deplore
the last-minute change of front of two members
he had "booked" for his team, and who had
switched over to another group, managed to be
the "runners-up," while the team of the Swiss
Mercantile Society was rather badly licked, ow-
ing principally to the fact that they were not cap-
tained at all, and thus there was but little rhythm
in their movements and no true co-ordination in
their pulling efforts—which shows that strength
should always be properly marshalled if the best
result is to be attained.

The Pushball event attracted much attention
also- but it seems a matter for regret that the
square within which the game takes place is not
clearly defined, and in the writer's opinion also
rather too small, with the result that competitors
are generally of a short-lived character. One
feature stands out clearly, namely, that those
teams with a "long reach" have a decided ad-
vantage once the heavy ball is over their heads,
and it becomes then merely a question of sending
it forward in any given direction. Incidentally,
these views are expressed in the hope that some
of our compatriots from "Most-India" may form
into a team, since the quality of a "long reach"
would seem to secure for them natural advan -

tages The Swiss Rifle Association were de-
clared the winners, the City Swiss Club came next
and the Swiss Mercantile Society third. Members
of the Swiss Gymnastic Society gave some excel-

in particular, after being well in front, suddenly
changed her mind, stood, still and allowed others
to pass, and not even the kindly intervention of
the Police Sergeant on duty—who hurriedly
picked her up and ran with lier to the goal—could
rectify the mischief done. It may perhaps be

apropos to suggest that for all these races the
goal posts should be properly mapped out before-
hand, since it was noticeable that in some in -

stances the length goals of the course were hap-
hazardly fixed.

The fancy events, such as Tbread -1he Need le
Race, Egg-and-Spoon Race, Three-legged Race
and Wheelbarrow. Race, all proved of a very en-
joyable and well patronised character, and we
refer to the list below for the winners. As it had
been discovered that at a previous Sports Meeting
a winner of the Egg-and-Spoon Race owed vie-
tory to the brilliant idea of having dropped some
chewing gum on to the spoon before nestling the
egg thereon, particular care was taken that all
adhesive adjuncts should be dispensed with,
though the suggestion has been mooted that the
Committee might approach some American manu-
facturing concern of this commodity to contribute
a useful subscription to our Sports if we propa-
gate their wares.

The Relay Race gave an excellent opportunity
to our younger sprinters, and the Unione Ticinese
are to be congratulated on the victory gained by
their athletes. It should prove a wise policy if
in future the course is properly controlled by
officials—of whom there are plenty—so as to
avoid "pacing" taking place by friends of the
actual competitors, who are not themselves en-
gaged in the race, and also to keep at bay visitors
who may be unintentionally strolling across the
path while this swift race is in progress.

Undoubtedly the greatest event was wit -

nessed at the Pillow Fight barrier, where Messrs.
Boehringer and Strubin had to cope with a long
queue of woukl-be warriors, and some of the lat-
ter had to undergo rather lengthy ordeals before
finally coming to the top. The winner, M. A.
L. Despond, was grimly determined not to be
beaten, and although the whole contents of a pil-
low blinded his eyes and filled his lungs, he did
not lose his equanimity for a single moment. In
fact, he proved very "hard-headed" over the
whole contest.

After the Vice-Presidents, M. de Cintra and
M. Kiefer, had expressed appreciative thanks to
all participants in the Sports, including Members
of the Committee, donors and helpers of any sort,
Madame de Cintra, at 7.30 p.m., very kindly un-
dertook to present the prizes, numbering well
over 100, and which also included Cups and other
trophies to the successful competitors at the Rifle
Range, who were as follows : 100yds.—1, J. Haes-
1er (94) ; 2, Alfred Schmid (94) ; 3, Arnold Schmid
(93). 300 metres.—1, A. Suter (50); 2, P. Hil-
fiker (48) ; 3, Ed. Brullhard (47).

A vote of thanks and a beautiful bouquet of
flowers, representing our national colours, were
awarded to Mme de Cintra for her courtesy, and
a very happy and successful gathering found its
conclusion.

The Official Reporter.
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