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A committee  of experts appointed by the

Federal authorities to study existing practices of
the individual  use of mnational, cantonal and
municipal coats of arms has unanimously decided
to recommend Federal legislation with a view to
moking their unauthorised exhibition for business
and trading purposes a punishable offence. An
enquiry is to be instituted to ascertain how far
Swiss emblems have been adopted by firms trading
in foreign countries.

w o
The population of the town of Berne to the
end of December last is stated to be 110,880.
Y

Though the holding of an anti-Fascist demon-
stration in the canton Ticino during the Easter
holidays  has been expressly prohibited by the
Federal Council, the Communist Party continues to
make arrangements for a great rally in Lugano
and Bellinzona from all parts of Switzerland, as
the organisers maintain that the Government ca-
not interfere with a peaceful assembly of citizens

w oo

The final accounts of last year’s Federal Gim-
nastic Festival closes with a surplus of about Frs.
24,000, the total takings being well over a million
francs. The surplus will be distributed among the
gymnastic societies of Lucerne.

-

The arrangements made by the local authori-
ties to have the new railway station at Fribourg
blessed by the bishop were frustrated at the last
minute through the intervention of the Socialists.

P

The whole of the guarantee capital of Frs.
400,000 raised to finance the “Saffa” exhibition in
Berne is being returned to the subscribers.

< x ok

No less than 18 similar crimes have been ad-
mitted by the Zurich blacksmith Hugentobler, who
has been caught soon after having rifled the local
post office at Neumiinster

An unusual accident happened last weck near
Thun, when the occupants of a number of bob-
sleighs were squashed against a road bank, thre
of them, all voung people, being killed on the
spot.  The bobsleighs, carrving in all about fifteen
people, were roped to the back of a heavy lorry
ascending an incline ; at a curve of the slippery
roacdt the lorry skidded for a short
distance, with the fatal

and - receded

result stated.

cold is believed to be the cause
Friday night of a huge rock
wall in the centre of Fribourg, behind the Notre
Dam Neighbouring houses were damaged,
once ol them practically falling to pieces down
the banks of the river; the latter house belonged
to M. Cotting, a master tailor. All the
escaped mito safety, with the exception of an el
v lady of independent means, Mlle Adele Zurich.
Lessoc (Gruyere) buried in the
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NOTES AND GLEANINGS.

The Drug Traffic Scandal.

The proceedings at the meeting of the Opium
Commission at Geneva have naturally cived a
great deal of publicity in the English Press, all
the more as this country is not actively engaged
in this nefarious traffic.  Unkind things have been
said about those few countries, including our own,
which manufacture and sell these drugs for other

than medicinal purposes as if the laws of those
“guilty” states had been infringed. If the League
committee is powerless to enforce and the indi-

vidual states unable to control importation and
consumption, these vague accusations serve no use-
ful purpose; quite the contrary seems to have been
the result, as this wide publicity has evidently en-
couraged the establishment of new factories and
popularised a previously little known practice. The
hopelessness of the position is well illustrated by
the following short report from the Duaily Tele-
graph (Jan. 31st) :—
“There was a lively discussion at the public
meeting of the Opium Commission in connection
with the question whether firms manufacturing
opium and other dangerous drugs who have been
found to have supplied abnormal quantities of

these drugs for shipment should be reported to
the Council of the T.eague, in order that the
latter should take steps to have them put on a
“black list.”

Sir Malcolm Delevingne (Great Britain)
pressed for this policy, and wished to add the
name of the chemical factory of Naarden, in
Holland, which is known to be the receiver of
enormous quantities of drugs.

A sensation was caused at the meeting by

Senator  Cavazzoni (Ttaly) asking a question :
“What about the four tons of heroin mentionad

by M. Bourgois (Irance) for which the French
Government were asked for a transit permit
through France ?” Would not M. Bourgois
asked Senator Cavazzoni, “tell the Commission
from which factory and from what country this
quantity, far greater than the legitimate re -
quirements of the whole of Europe, had come

M. Bourgois, in reply, said he did not wish
to give names in public regarding these four tons
of heroin.

Senator Cavazzoni wanted to know what had
become of those four tons of heroin.

M. Bourgois replied that when the French
Government was asked for a permit for transit
through France these drugs were still, as he
put it, abroad. Ie gave it to be understood
that the French Government refused the per-
mit, and consequently he could not say what had
happened to the four tons in question.

It appears now that Persia, who is a mem-
ber of the League of Nations, and has actually
a scat on the Council. has opened a factory for
the manufacture of opium and other narcotics.

Turkey, as well as Russia, both not members
of the league, appear to be also taking up this
nefarious traffic, at the very time when an at-
tempt is being made to carry out the Geneva

Convention amongst the State members of the
League.
More Fortifications
The Manchester Guardian (Jan. 26th) pub -
lishes an instructive document from ‘its Paris
correspondent. It seems that the victors of the

last war are straining their resources for increasing
armaments on land and sea while all possible pre-
cautions are taken to leave the losers in a defence-
less state.  Whether the spirit of universal content-
ment and brotherhood which the League of Nations
is supposed to foster is receiving any stimulus from
such a poliev is a matter better not dwelt upon.
That this lofty ideal far from realisation as
ever was forcibly brought home to us the other day.
We had an exchange of views with an old friend
ol ours, a well wn German business man now
established again in London ; during the period of
the war he and his family enjoyed the hospitality
of Switzerland.,  He referred to our “superficial
unity” and 2uter alia we were told that Germiany
would always claim the German-speaking part of
Switzerland, the latter being of “their blood, cul-

Is as

ture and outlook.” To underline this bold asser-
tion our Teutonic friend confided to us that during
his stay in Lausanne he witnessed many occasions
when Swiss from the Northern part of the country
were debarred  from entering local shops to do
their  shopping.  We felt ashamed that our in-
formant should still harbour such a  distasteful
impression of our country, but we hesitated to

give him owr impression of German unity when
carly in the war, at a prisoners’ camp somewhere
in Kent, Prussians and Bavarians exchanged cour-
tesies in no unmistakeable spirit.  The writer of
the following article pays us the compliment of
having a “well organised and powerful army ”
but we should like to be supplied with some in-
formation about our “solid svstem of fortifica -
tions.”

I'he fortification of the northern and eas-
tern frontiers of France just now begun—ocertain-
Iv the vastest piece of military enginecring and
organisation ever undertaken in the history of
mankind and comparable in the magnitude of
conception with the Great Wall of China—
continues to obsess the French mind.

What is now certain is that the purpose of
this grandiose undertaking will not be  purely

s
still

military.  The chain of modern fortress systems
to be erected will be directed not so much to
the delaying action, which is the traditional

furction of fortresses, but to maintaining an
impenetrable shield before the great ironfields
of the north-cast that constitutes France’s great-
est military asset over Germany.

As a result of the Treaty of Versailles
France is, next to the United States, the greatest
iron and steel country ol the world. She now
possesses nearly a third of the mineral wealth
of all Europe, whereas Germany hardly possesses

17
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more than three per cent.—an advantage in fa-
vour of France so overwhelming that, to use the
words of the semi-official Zemps, ‘Germany is,
as things stand, quite incapable of maintaining
with her own resources a prolonged war.” In
addition to the military hegemony constituted by
her vast army and her network of armed alliances

France thus possesses in a unique degree the in

dustry that above all others constitutes the ulti-
munitions of war.

The trouble is, as 1914 proved and as any
war might again prove, that this vast natural
resource lies along the frontier line from Bel-
gium to Metz.  Pressure, however, from all
sides has now assured that an adequate shield of
fortifications will be erected in the coming vears
to protect all this region, and particularly the
Longwy iron basin, the most important of -all,
producing as it does over 2,000,000 tons of steel
annually.

But a special difficulty of extreme delicacy
has arisen.  Coterminous, or rather tangential to
the Longwy Basin is the great iron and steel
region of Luxembourg, which produces no less
than 2,500,000 tons of steel a year. Supposing,
then, Germany were to seize Luxembourg, France
would at once lose a great part of her advan-
tage.

At all costs, therefore, if Germany is to be
kept a  comparatively resourceless  country in
respect of steel and iron Luxembourg must some-
how be brought into the French system of forti-
fications.

But how ? After all, Luxembourg is an in-
dependent country.  An agitation has already
been started for including Tuxembourg in the
system of protection to be accorded to the neigh-
bouring Longwy Basin. General Hirschauer,
who is the chicl authority on the fortification
question, has already announced publicly that

“It is essential to defend the iron basin
and the steel industry of Luxembourg. Tt is
not simply a question of having more iron at
our disposal but of preventing the Germans from
getting hold of it and so keeping them in a
state of inferiority for the whole duration of
a war. Consequently, it is for us a vital ques-
tion.  The defence of Luxembourg is a ques-
tion to be tackled here and now. ”

The Temps adds its semi-official support
to the agitation. Tt points out that, after all,
the neutrality of Luxembourg is very imperfectly
defined in the Versailles Treaty, not, it adds,
that since 1914 neutrality means very much. In
any case, the German occupation of Luxembourg
in 1914 must not be repeated.  “This is a dis-
Guieting matter,” says the Quai d’Orsay organ,
‘that must occupy the attention of the military
chiels of the two Powers interested, France and
Belgium.’

The Temps points out that Switzerland,
also a neutral country, has a well-organised and
powerful army, and not only that, but a solid
system  of - fortifications.  “Why  should  not
Luxembourg follow this Swiss example insteacd
ol resigning itself to a policy of holding up its
head to the invader ?”

Such a demand addressed by such an organ
to an independent State has hardly any prece-
dent, and for that reason alone has a peculiar
significance.”

The Anti-Fascist Parade
Under this heading the Wanchester Guardian

Jan. 28th) deals with the proposed demonstration

[ the Swiss Communists :

“The Swiss Govérnment has again been con-
cerned  with  two  questions  concerning  Swiss -
Italian relations.  The Swiss Communist Party
a few weeks ago decided to organise a large
anti-Fascist demonstration at Lugano, to be held
at the end of March. The Swiss Government
immediately entered into correspondence with the
Government of the Tessino canton about the
undesivability of anti-Fascist demonstrations in
the neighbourhood of the TItalian frontier.

Belore the Government could take any de-
cision, however, the Giornale d’llalia published
a vehement ariicle asserting that this new proof
ol Swiss hostility to Fascism raised the question
whether Italy any longer could permit Switzer-
land to remain the centre of an international
organisation which requires guarantees of a
peaceful atmosphere during Ieague conferences.
This provocative article in the Italian paper,
which identified the Swiss population with the
small  Communist  Party, was generally con -
demned by public opinion, and may even have
contributed to the Tessino Government’s tardi-

in forbidding the proposed anti-Fascist
The Swiss Government on Jan.

mate

(
0

ness
demonstration.
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26th therefore decided itself to issue a prohi -
bition of the Communist manifestations in
Tessino should the cantonal Government remain
inactive.

While this Governmental decision probably
will be welcomed by an overwhelming majority
of the population, much greater difference of
opinion exists concerning the decision of the
Swiss Government that under present circum -
stances Professor Salvemini shall not be allowed
to enter Switzerland with a view to giving a
public lecture in the canton of Tessino.

Thg Government declared that such a lec-
ture by the famous anti-Fascist scholar might be
considered in Ttaly as an unfriendly political
demonstration. Not only the Socialists but also
some Liberal Swiss papers are opposing the
Government’s decision. A Parliamentary inter-
pellation on the Salvemini case is expected.”

UNIONE TICINESE.

This Society held its Annual General Meet-
ing at 4 p.m. on the 27th ult,, at the “Schweizer-
bund,” and about 40 members were present, with
Mr. W. Notari in the Chair.

The minutes of the previous meeting having
been accepted, as read by the Assistant Secretary,
Mr. P. De Maria, the President called upon Mr,
O. Braga to give the report of the auditors. This
was to the effect that the accounts and balance
sheet as presented were found quite correct, and
praised the Commiitee on the splendid results
achicved, which constitute a high-water mark in
the life of the Society.

Mr. O. Gambazzi then reported for the Com-
mittee on the activities of the Society during the
past year, and had hl]l\ 5a(lsf1(l()l\ results to re-
cord in the various which must
give every cncoumtmmcm !)()lh to those who have
done the work as Wcl] as to the ordinary members.

The next item on the agenda was the clection
of the new Committee, and Mr. Braga was aske
to act as President pro tem. Before the election
was proceeded with Mr. Gambazzi took the oppor-
tunity of addressing the meeting with a plea that,
after having been Secretary for 30 consecutive
years, through bad times and good times, and in
view of the development of the activities of the
Society, he thought it was time some vounger
member should be chosen for the post. However,
in view of the words Mr. Notari addressed both
to Mr. Gambazzi and to the members, and giving
way to the general desire of those present, our
veteran Secretary was prevailed upon not to im-
pOS(', a veto on hl\ by \_ICC[lO]—l

It took then only a few minutes to elect the
Committee for the current year, which resulted as
follows :

President ... ... ... W. Notari
Vice-President ... ... C. Berti
Secretary ... ... ... O. Gambazzi
Treasurer ... ... E. Biucchi
Assistaznt ?((/e/ury ... P. D¢ Maria

jstaat - Treasurer ... C. Moresi
and thc following Members : A, Bolla, C. Bolla,
O. Braga, C. De Maria, R. Orelli,

On taking the Chair again, Mr. Notari received
a hearty ovation, intended no doubt both for past
excellent work and the certainty of continued good
leadership.  The remaining items on the J“Ul\d'}
did not take up much time. The arrungwcmcnts
provisionally made about the Annual Banquet,
fixed for the 12th of March, were agreed to, five
new members were admitted, and the amount of
benefit was decided upon at the highest scale al-
lowed by the rules. As delegates to the Swiss
Sports were elected Messrs. C. Bolla, G. De Maria
and E. Lucca. The usual ordinary donations were
sanctioned and, on the wmmm(‘nd.llim\ of Mr.
Notari, that to the Fonds de Secours was raised to
£5 Hs. A further £2 2s. was voied, for this year,
on the suggestion of Mr. E. Lucca, as an appreci-
ation of the 31st year of office of Mr. Gambazzi,
who is also a Vice-President of the Fonds de Se-
cours.

All clections and votes were carried unani -
mously, and as the mecting lasted only one hour
and 15 minutes there was plenty of time left
for billiards or other entertainment.

It may perhaps be not out of place to mention
that, as the tickets for the Annual Banquet, at
Monico’s, are selling very rapidly, the Commiltee
would be pleased to hear early from our Swiss
compatriots who would like to be w ith us on the
12th of March. lecu presence is always much
appreciated by the Ticinesi. “ TAMARO.’

A LECTURE BY Mr. A, F. SUTER,

We are informed that our compatriot M.
A. Fred. Suter will read a paper at the Royal So-
ciety of A\rta, of which he is a Fellow. The lec-
ture will be given on Wednesday, February 27th,
at 8 p. m., and is entitled “East Indian Copals and
Damar.” Though fhe subject is of mnecessity of
technological value, we fecl sure that Mr. Suter’s
friends in our Colony are anxious to be p\usnt on
that occasion; admission is free, but tickets should
be obtained beforchand either from the Secretary
of the Royal Society of Arts, ]ohn Street, Adelphi,
W.C.2, or from Mr. A. F. Suter, 133, Fenchurch
Street, E.C.3.

SWISS MERCANTILE SOCIETY.
ANNUAL BANQUET.

On Saturday last, February 2nd, the Annual
Banquet and Ball was held at the Midland Grand
Hotel, St. Pancras, N.W.1, over 190 members and
friends being present. The President, Mr. A, C.
Stahelin, and Mrs. Stahelin received the guests and
shortly after 7.30 the company sat down to dinner
in the Venetian Room, where the band was already
in attendance.

After an excellent dinner, accompanied by the
usual congenial high spirits and the homely tuncs
of the band, the Chairman, Monsicur C. R. Para-
vicini, proposed the Toasts to .M. the King,
expressing at the same time the hopes of all pres-
ent that he may soon recover from his serious ill-
ness, and to Switzerland, which met with a very
hearty response.

Mr. A. C. Stahelin then gave his Presidential
address in his well-known and eloquent manner,

Monsicur le  Ministre, Mme. Paravicini,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of our Society I have the honour
to welcome you to our Annual Banquet. We arce
very glad to see such a numerous as well as
joyful gathering; we are always happy to scize
this opportunity of thanking yvou all for your
friendship and your support, and we hope that
we may count on you also in the future. I can
assure vou that we shall always strive to fulfil
our self-imposed task, conscious of the fact that
the interests of the young Swiss and old mem-
bers in distress musi take priority over per-
sonal inclinations.

T wish to express a special welcome to vou,
Monsieur le Ministre, and to Madame Paravicini.
We are grateful to vou for vour presence to-night
and for this new proof of the interest vou are
always taking in our affairs. Wz hope that,
when vou leave us to-night, vou will take away
with you the ollections of a very enjoyvable
evening. Monsieur Paravicini is not only our
Minister, but also the Honorary President of
our Society. This is the first occasion where we
have the chance to drink the health of our
Honorary  President and Madame Paravicini.
May I say, Monsieur le Ministre, that the fact
that vou are our Honorary President has caused
still closer contact with our Legation; in fact,
we entertain feclings of friendship and appreci-
ation for all the members of the Legation, even
for those whom grim fate has placed in the
military office.

To vou all, Ladies and Gentlemen, we wish
a very enjoyable evening; may vou feel at home
amongst us and carry awav with vou a pleasant
memory.

Tadies and Gentlemen, my duty to-night is
to tell you as shortly as possible what we have
done in the past v T am sorrv if I have to
tread everv vear over the same ground; I can-
not help it and vou cannot help it. This re-
minds me of a story. The vicar’s daughter was
asked = “ Does vour father ever preach the same
sermon twice ?7  She replied cautiously : “T
think so, but he speaks loud and soft in different
places, so it doesn’t sound like the same one.

As vou know, we do certain things to the
advantage of Swiss people, and T will therefore
deal with our evfant terrible first. Mr. Pfaendler,
whom vou all know as the Manager of the Em-
plovment Department, is faced by innumerable
difficultics for reasons well known to all of vou
Even his efforts cannot create two  jobs when

is only one vacancy. All we can do is to
¢ for a better future and to follow his lead
and grin and bear it.

Now I come to our Educational Activities
Our i Classes have done slightly better
than last vear. We held 40 classes, as in 1927,
but they were attended by 273 students, an in.
crease of over 30 over the preceding vear, all
of whom are working during the day and study-
ing in the evenings, with ﬂlc desire to improve
their knowledge and hoping to find better po-
sitions in the future. Eleven students sat for
the examination of the National Union of
Teachers in English for Forcigners. All have
passed. We have captured the only two medals
given, Mrs. O. Robert the Silver Medal and
Miss M. Bronnimann the Bronze Medal. Four
have passed First Class with Distinction, and
the remaining five have obtained First Class
Certificates. If you bear in mind that there were
over 400 entries for this examination, you will
l'L‘ﬂllS{_‘ ‘hﬂt ours was hy no means a 1‘]]1(\\\'(\'\' v
tory. It is as good a record as you could wish
for. We are proud of our members and of Mr.
Levy, their teacher.

Our Day School continues its succes You
will remember the time when we acquired Swiss
House ; to-day our accommodation is already on
the small side again. Our teachers now number
six, and T wish to express our best thanks to
Mr. Masterman-Smith and his Assistant Masters,
and last, but not least, to our Secretary, Mr.
Schutz, for the splendid work they are doing.
They all, as well as the members of the Educa-
tion Committee, are continuously giving of their
best. Thé past year has been a quiet year of

QUOTATIONS from the SWISS STOCK EXCHANGES

Boxs. JanT. 29 Fe’b. 5
Confederation 3% 1903 ... o 83.15 83.00
» > 1917, VIIL Mob. Ln 102.65 103.00
Federal Railways 319 ‘A—K 88.15 88.10
,. " 1924 IV Elect. L. 102.50 102.80
SHARES. Nom. Jan.29 Feb.5

Frs. Frs, Frs.

Swiss Bank Corpormiun . . 800 864 872

Crédit Suisse.. i . 200 993

Union de Banques Suisses 500 750

Société pour I'Industrie (,hlmluue 1000 3470

Fabrique Chimique ci-dev. Sandoz 1000 4675

Soc. Ind. pour la Schappe ... .. 1000 4375

S.A. Brown Boveri . .. 350 617

. e ... 1000 1550

Cond.Mk. Co. 200 911

T 1000 1290

Comp. de \avlv nsurle Lac Léman 500 512

Linoleum A.G. Giubiasco .. " 100 337

Maschinenfabrik Oeriikon ... . 500 840

Finest German Lager Beer
LIGHT or DARK
guaranteed pre-war standard strength
brewed & bottled Ly the
Schuitheiss -Patzenhofer
Brauerel A.G.
BERLIN

(the worlds largest Lager Beer Brewery

it Britain and
xport :

JOHN C. NUSSLE & Co. Ltd.
8, Cross Lane, Eastcheap,
LONDON, E C.3.

Phone : Royal 8934 (2 lines).
Single Cases supplied at Wholesale Prices.

Sole Agents for
E

THE BEST LUNCH IN LONDON.

H H - —122-3 —
Di
v I a n l S NEWGATE STREET
Restaurant g
A. EUSEBIO, from Pagam s and Frascati's.

BEST SWISS, FRENGH and ENGI.ISH COOKERY
Table d'Héte and a la Carte at popular prices.

to see you and you will have his
1 attention.

Open from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. All Day Sunday.
ACCOMMODATION FOR LARGE PARTIES.

pHONE: TELEGRAMS:
ROYAL 2233 WORTRANCY,

LONDON.
& Lines

LONDON E.C.3.
ANTWERP PARIS -

Set
10 and from Switzerland and Italy

INCLUSIVE THROUGH RATES QUOTED

[ T
THE TWELFTH ANNUAL

SWISS SAMPLES FAIR

will be held at

BALE

13th to 23rd April, 1929.

For Information apply to:
THE COMMERCIAL DIVISION OF
THE SWISS LEGATION,
32, Queen Anne Street, W.1,
or lo:
THE SWISS BANK CORPORATION,
99, Gresham Street, E.C.2; or at Bale.

Information vegarding Trovelling fucilities may
be obtained from:
THE SWISS FEDERAL RAILWAYS,
11b, Regent Street, S.W.1.

T AT TR EL TR

‘ ‘ MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMEN1S ‘ ’

3 lines :—Per insertion. 2/6; three insertions 5/-
tra on replies addressed b,a b ss Observer

Posmge

CO\II OI\T \PLL HOME with Elwlhh family: op-
portunity to improve English nguicro, one minute
clectric railway, trams. ’buses City and West End.—
23, Cricklade Avenue, Streatham Hill, S.W.2,

S s Family requires end March CAPABLL
GENERAL: modern house, 8 in family previous €x
p(ucnu and plain u)olsm" essential.—Write A.THL.M..

“Swiss Observer,” 23, Leonard Street, 1.C.2.
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