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born mind the reason for the true countryman’s
hatred of change and apparent resistance to “pro-
gress”—the kind' of “progress” with which the city
dweller in his well-meant ignorance seeks to spoil
his life.

The genuine country lover is like a con.
noisseur of old wine; he knows that, to taste
Life’s savour, he must take it at his leisure, in
sips; not in huge gulps, with a figurative taxi
at the door, ticking up twopences with the re-
lentlessness that is so destructive of mental peace
and harmony. The canvas of city life is too
crowded to admit of a proper mental perspec-
tive; the cardinal emotions atrophy through
sheer want of indulgence for more than a fleeting
moment.

Here, where the landscape is like a Whistler
picture, where the keen, sweet air of the sunlit
noon is alive with the merry cries of the luge-
ing children, and the everlasting friendship of
the snow-clad Alps is breathed across the Rhone
glacier, fostering the spirit of constant aspira-
tion; where the little pack mules with their
tinkling bells toil patiently up and down the
mountain paths, and their bigger brothers, the
horses, toss their red-plumed heads proudly—for
the Swiss peasant is fond of decorating the
friend of man—here are all the essentials to the
fullest life for those who have eyes to sec, cars
to hear, and a heart to understand.

The twins—aged five—suddenly developed a
habit of slipping away mysteriously every after-
noon, and mneither threats nor persuasion  could
induce them to say whither they went.

Being followed, they were traced to a tiny
chillet called “Les Pierrottes,” hidden so cosily
behind a chilet of ordinary size that it escaped
observation, unless specially sought.

The scene that met my cntranced eyes was
exactly like a Hans Andersen fairy tale come to
life, or, coming to more modern times, a tableau
from Balie(l’s * Chauve Souris.”

All the furniture in what was in reality
only a large-sized doll’s house, was made of
polished pine, which winked and shone in the
red glow from the tiny stove from much loving
care on the part of the owners.

The miniature table, chairs and stools were
ornamented by exquisite specimens of the em-
broidery for which the Swiss are ‘justly famous,
and, as a child, T once had a toy bed as big as
the daintily dressed one that occupied a cur-
tained alcove near th eplant-filled window.

The twins were sitting on two. of the wee
stools, elbows on knees, clear gravé eyes fixed,
with lhc rapture known only to chil(lhoml, upon
two dwarf women no bigger than themselves—
real Little People, such as they had heard about
in the fairy tales which they are just beginning
to love.

The Little People were perfectly fashioned,
with nothing odd about them except their stunte
growth.  They had long, lovely, flaxen hair
wound in plaits around their heads, and over the
plaits a bright red handkerchief was worn.

Tiny black velvet stays were laced over vel-
low chemises, and full, black, bunchv little skirts
to the ankles completed the charming picture
that they made.

It would have been quite in keeping had
they been telling the twins a fairy tale, but, in-
stead, to my "w\l s\l!‘[)lls(‘ they were reading in

n;,llxl\ the  Mercy Speech” from ““The Mer-
chant of Venice,” stopping now and then to ex-
plain what it meant to the listening infar
Feeling that they would hate nothing so much as
to be disturbed, I crept away, unobserved, leav-
ing the twins their secret chalet.

“Oh, ves, they are sisters, forty vears old,
and come from Veyges, the Village of Dwarfs,
five miles away, where the people do not
because the sun does not shine for them until
late in the afternoon; they built their village on
the wrong side of the mountain,” I was told, in
explanation of the Little People.

“ But their knowledge of English, of Shake-
speare ?’ I said, with the city dweller’s absurd
notion that culture and the country must of neces-
sity be inconsistent.

“Oh, they speak TItalian, and recad Dante ;
German, and know all the poetry of that coun-
try. Here in Switzerland we give ourselves time
to read and to live. In England you hurry too
much,”

S.

" was the mild criticism of the nation that
I represented.”

The Man Who Stayed At Home.
From the Daily Chronicle (Jan. 22nd) :—

I have no wild desire to skate
In biting blasts—that joy can wait!
Nor do I ache to share the fun
Provided by the Cresta run.
The lure of the uncertain ski
Has never yet appealed to me—
There scem to be too many alps
At hand to skin beginners’ scalps !
When winter comes my one desire
Is an ecasy chair before a fire,
Where I can study the reports
Of snow at distant Swiss resorts.

FINANCIAL AND COMMERCIAL NEWS
FROM SWITZERLAND.

The Swiss customs receipts for the month of
December, 1928, are now -available and it is there-
fore possible to get an idea of the general develop-
ment of the imports and exports during the course
of last year. Tt appears from the figures as they
are at present available that the total imports
amounted to Frs. 2,744 million, which was an in-
crease of about Frs. 181 million as compared with
the corresponding figures of 1927.  Exports, on the
other hand, showed a total value of Frs, 2,134 mil-
lion, and were thus Frs. 111 million higher than
those of 1927. The increase in imports amounts
to about 7.4% and in exports to about 5.490 This
proportional increase in the imports has the re-
sult ol increasing the country’s adverse trade bal-
ance for the year to Frs. 610 million, as compared
with Frs. 540 million a year before.

The report of the Banque Commerciale de
Berne is the first of the more important Swiss bank-
ing returns to be published this year, and shows the
net prolit, inclusive of the carry-forward, at Frs.
480,100 as compared with Frs. 478,434 for 1927.
The dividend is maintained at 79. The report
pays an eloquent tribute to the memory of the
Bank’s late President, Mr. Usteri-Pestalozzi, who
died on the 12th November last, after having
been a member of the Board since 1911 and Presi-
dent since 1912.

A general meeting of the
Valeurs des Métaux was held in Basle on the 14th
inst., at which it was resolved to inczcxsg the share
capital from Frs. 20 million to Frs. 25 million by
the issue of 10,000 new shares of Frs. 500 cach.
These new shares will rank for dividend as from
the 1st February, 1929, and are to be olfered to
shareholders in the ploportion of one new for four
old shares at Frs. 6.50 per share. The meeting
further proceeded to the election of new directors
111(1 Dr. Max Staehelin, the new Chairman of the
s Bank Cmpomllon was clected to take the
[JLuL of the late Mr. Leopold Dubois, while Mr,
Franz Koenigs, of the firm of Delbriick, Schickler
& Co., of Berlin, was elected in place of the late
Dr. Gustav Ratjen.

Société Suisse pour

It was decided at a Board Meeting held on
the 20th December, 1928, to increase the issued
capital of the Union Bank of Swiizerland, Zurich,
by the issue at EFrs. 600 of new shares of the Bank
to the amount of Frs. 20 millim\ The new shares
were issued in the carly weeks of the year to exist-
ing shareholders, and will rank for dividend as
from the 1st January, 1929. The ecliect of this
operation is to increase the issued and paid-up
share capital to Frs. 100 million.

The preliminary returns of the results of 1928
which have now been published by Leu & Co.’s
Bank in Zuarich show that, inclusive of the carry
forward from the preceding year, a net profit of
Frs. 4,748,190 was obtained. This compares with
a corresponding figure of Frs. 4,17¢ for 1927.
It is proposed to pay a dividend of 8 per cent. on
the share capital of Frs. 45,000,000, as compared
with 800 on the preference and 5% on the ordin-
ary capital in 1927,

The Banque Coopérative »‘h:m\ a net prolit
(including carry-forward) of Frs. 709,769 for the
vear 1928, as (ompmml with Frs. 583,421 in 1927,
The dividend is again to be at the rate of 5}0o.
Frs. 90,000 are to go to reserves as compared with
Frs. 72,000 in 1927.

QUOTATIONS from the SWISS STOCK EXCHANGES

Boxps. J:u:.l:') Jzu:. 22
2 Z
Confederation 3% 1903 83.00 83.25
5% 1917, VI[I\Ion Ln 10212 102.30
Federal Railways 349¢ A— S7.75 88.10
1924 IV ]"lect Ln. 102.25 102.55
SHARES Nom. Jdll 15 Jan.22
Frs Frs,
Swiss Bank Corporatvion ... . H00 860 863
Crédit Suisse . . . 800 991
Union de Banques Suisses w00 780
Société pour I'Industrie Chimique 1000 3510
Fabrique Chimique ci-dev. Sandoz 1000 537H
Soc. Ind. pour la Schappe .. .. 1000 4435
S.A. mown Boveri ... . . 350 608
C. F. Bally 1000 1505
Nestlé & An"lo Swiss Cnnd \[k Co 200 931
Entreprises Suizer 3.A. w1000 1280
Comp. de Navig'n sur le Lac Léman 500 520
Linoleum A.G. Giubiasco .. i 100 342
Maschinenfabrik Oerlikon ... . 500 808
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EIDGENOSSISCHE GLOSSEN.

Zentralisation des Radios.

An der Versammlung der Basler Radlotrctmde,
die sich in erfreulicher Weise fiir eine Reorgani-
sation des Radios im Sinne einer Zentralisation aus-
gesprochen hat, ist von Dr. A. Degen darauf hin.
gewiesen worden, dass wir unsern Auslandschwei-
zern einen starken Sender schuldig seien. Zur Be-

stitigung  dieser Forderung zitiere ich aus dem
Briefe eines auswértigen Freundes: *Seit vier
g

Wochen haben wir einen Radioapparat mit sicben

Lampen. Wir haben ihn hauptsichlich angeschafit,
um in direkten Kontakt mit der Schweiz treten

zu kénnen, sind aber bitter enttduscht worden. Jede
der fiinf Schweizer Hauptstddte hat einen so klei-
nen Sender, dass die in grosserer Entfernung woh-

nenden Schweizer gar nichts davon haben. Was
niitzt es mir, wenn ich bei einem Vortrage in Zii-

rich oder Bern nur hie und da einen Satz ver -
stehe 7 Bei der Musik dito. Somit geht einem
alles Schone, das die Schweiz zu bieten hiitte, ver-
loren und man bleibt auf dic fremden Linder an-
gewiesen, von denen wenigstens jedes cinen guten
Sender hat.  Aber so was bringt scheints die
Schweiz nicht fertig, dank der Kantonlicigenbride-
lei.”

Dabei handelt es sich in diesem Falle um eine
intfernung von 300 Kilometern, wihrend wir doch
zweitausend beherrschen miissten.  Ich fragte die-
en Sommer in Schweden oben einen begeisterten
Radiohdrer, ob er auch schon einmal etwas von der
Schweiz aufgefangen  hiitte...Jawohl, sagte er,
Bruchstiicke eines—Ilandharmonikakonzert

Vergesse man doch nicht, dass es sich micht
nur um unsere Auslandschweizer, sondern um die
europiischen Horer tiberhaupt handelt. Je stirker
und bedeutungsvoller wir uns bei ihnen Gehor ver-
schaffen, um so besser fiir das Ansehen der Schweiz.
Dabei kann man sich ja ecine billigere und beque-
mere Weise, Kulturpropaganda zu treiben, gar
nicht denken.

S,

Alte Siege und neue Denlmiiler.

Auf den Antrag der Militdrdirektion ist von
unserem Regicrungsrat dem Gemeinderat von Gior-
nico an die Kosten der von ihm geplanten Er -
richtung eines Denkmals zur  Erinnerung an “die
Schlacht von Giornico im Jahre 1478 cin Staats -
beitrag bewilligt worden.

Zur Erinnerung, auf Antrag der Militirdirek-
tion...Und man sucht sich zu erinnern. Um seiner
Sache sicher zu sein, liest man bei Gagliardi nacl
Jawohl, es stimmt, es hat sich 1478 um ¢ine mi
tirische Grosstat gehandelt. 175 Ziircher, Urner,

Schwyzer und ' Luzerner (“zuchtlose Knechte” ?)
und 3—400 Leventiner haben vor ungefihr 450

Jahren 12,000 Mann, das zwanzigfach
maildndische Heer in die Flucht geschlagen,
getotet, reiche Beute gemacht etc.  Der militd
durfte den Urnern

iiberlegene
1400
che

Erfolg zwar von nicht aus -
geniitzt werden...
Und nun besinnt man sich auf ein Denkmal.

Aus Wohlwollen gegeniiber dem Kanton Tessin, so
denke ich mir, nicht aus militirischen Griinder

(wenn auch auf Antrag der Militirdirektion), leistet
auch Basel 450 ];11110 danach einen Staatsbeitrag.
Wenn man doch endlich cinsithe, dass wir

Wichtigeres zu tun haben, als Denkmiiler zu er -
richten. Dem Kanton Tessin kann heute der Sieg
von Giornico nicht mehr helfen. Er braucht drin-
gend einige Siege von 19291  (Und wenn schon
ein Denkmal, warum nicht cinen tiichtigen Granit-
block 7 Es hat ja deren mehr als genug im Tessin.
Eine guie Inschrift : auch an Tessiner Dichtern
fehlt es ja nicht. Wuchtig eingemeisselt : und
das Denkmal ist so wiirdig wie nur ein Denkmal
sein kann). Wichtiger aber : eine Strasse zu einem
verlassenen Dorf hinauf, ecine Briicke, ein Kraft-
werk...zur Erinnerung an den Sieg von Giornico.

Die Leventiner von damals taten, was zeitge-
miss war.  Ehren wir sie dadurch, dass auch wir
das tun, was den Anforderungen der Gegenwart
entspricht, damit man, falls man auch nach den
nachsten 450 Jahren die Denkmalssucht nicht los
geworden sein sollte, im Jahre 2379 ernsthaft er-
wiigen muss, uns Schweizern von 1929 im allgemei-
nen und den Tessinern im besonderen ein Deak-
mal zu errichten.

Die feuergefihrdete Freiheil.

Wir sind stolz auf unsere Freiheit, stolz auf die
Bundesbriefe, die sie verbiirgen. Bis jetzt war man
dieser Freiheit so sicher wie der in Schwyz aufbe-
wahrten Bundesbriefe selber. Nun erfihrt man auf
cinmal aus den Zeitungen, dass die Aufbewah -
rungsart unserer Freiheit, nein, unserer Bundes -
briefe, nicht feuersicher sei. Und iiberdies sei der
Kanton Schwyz nicht imstande, aus eigenen Mit
teln  fiir eine hinldnglich sichere Aufbewahrung
dieser Papicre zu sorgen. Dem Kanton Schwyz
sind die Bundesbriefe augenscheinlich nicht soviel
wert, dass er selber ein Opfer zu bringen gewillt
ware.

Also her mit einer Bundessubvention,
der Kanton Schwyz ein entsprechendes
erstellen kann mit einem entsprechenden feuer -
sicheren Kassenschrank.  Darin wollen wir dann
unsere Bundesbriefe, die Grundlage unserer Frei-
heit, \.() gut vergraben, dass 1lmen nie und nimmer
etwas S hhmmc» zustossen kann. (Wer will, darf
dann diese gliicklich errcichte Feuersicherheit auch
symbolisch nehmen.) Wie es im U=zbrigen um

damit
Gebéude
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