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HOME NEWS H

Basle V 5718)
MR. HAAB’'S SUCCESSOR.

It is expected in political circles that the
Socialistic Congress, which will take place in Bale
on the 30th November, will claim a participation
of their party in the Federal Council.

BERNE.
A lunatic incendiary, who had escaped from
ylum at Miinsingen, has set fire to the farm
belonging to Johann Frutiger at
The loss is very considerable.
L
A brutal case of murder is reported from
Wiler near Innertkirchen. Miss Lina Jaggi, aged
25, was found strangled and dishonoured. She
had been attending a dance and was last seen in
the company of a chauffenr named Ferdinand
Grogg, who has been arrested as there is strong
circumstantial evidence against him.

the
bmldm;,s
Oberhofen.

W
The dependance hotel Bellevue at Interlaken,

situated between the station and the hotel

Schynige Platte, has been totally destroyed by

fire. N.Z.Z.
BALE.

On October 9th the 12.55 p.m. Bale-Chur
express collided just outside Bale station with a
goods waggon. - The latter was being shunted and
bore down on the express at a pointed angle. One
side of the dining car was ripped open and plate
glass splinters flew in all directions. Only the
fact, that there were few diners
express had not yet gathered its full speed,
prevented serious injury to passengers.

kOK ¥

Two young mechanics, employed at a type-
writer works at Wallstrasse, were cleaning type-
writers with benizne regardless of the nearness
of an unprotected gas flame. Suddenly there
was the crash of an explosion, and 16 year old
Hans Hunziker ran into the street with his cloth-
ing alight. He was badly burned.

* K X

A tragi-comedy followed the arrest of a
beggar by a policeman in the St. Johannvorstadt.
Near the St. Johanntor the beggar managed to
escape, and the policeman started in hot pursuit.
Unfortunately his sword got mixed up with his
legs, and sent him sprawling! The ¢ National-
Zeitung >’ wants to know, why our policemen must
be encumbered with a sword which, in ordinary
circumstances, they must not use, and which, in
special circumstances, acts as the proverbial
‘“spoke in the wheel.” ]

AARGAU.

The poison drama at Suhr has ended with a
life sentence for Mrs. Verena Lehner, who was
found guilty of murdering Adrian Meyer and Mrs.
Se hmldll, and of defrauding their heirs of the
monies left. N.

SOLOTHURN.

Mr. Alfred Hartmann, Commercial Managing
Director of the L. von Rollsche iron works at
Niedergerlafingen died on October 7th from heart
failure on the way to his office. He was born in
1859, entered the works at Choindez at the age of
20, and gradually worked his way up to the
Directorate, of which he became a member in 1921.
He was (*lmely associated with educational and
benevolent activities and for 21 years was a Can-
tonal Councillor. N.Z.Z.

VAUD.

The well-known pianist and former Prime
Minister of Poland, M. Paderewski, is staying at
his beautiful country seat near Morges. He has
slight phlebitis as a sequel to an operation recently
performed upon him by two Swiss medical men.
It is expected, however, that unless the unforeseen
is expected, however, that unless the unforeseen
happens, M. Paderewski will be completely
recovered in two months’ time.

Z00 AT GENEVA.

Our friends, the Genevese, have found that
there was still one thing lacking to make their
town perfect, and they have come to the conclu-
sion that they must have a Zoo. The various cir-
cuses which visit the town from time to time are
now proving insufficient for the zoological edu-

and that the

cation of the younger generation. A committee
will be constituted very shortly for the purpose,
and as a suitable glound has alres uly been found,
there is no doubt that before very l(mn the roars
of lions and tigers at feeding time will strike
terror into the hearts of the bravest.

GRAUBUENDEN,

Segantini’s widow, who lives at Maloja, is to
receive an annuity of Fs. 2000 from the surplus
revenue of the Engadiner Museum at St. Moritz.

\r
THE GRAPE HARVEST.

The ** Vendanges ** are in full swing, and one
has to look back a good many years to find
throughout French Switzerland such satisfactory
results. The grapes are plentiful and the sun-
shine enjoyed during August and September will
make this crop a memorable one as regards
quality.

As a contrast to the last few years, the vine-
yards are peopled with gay crowds and the only
draw-back, from the producer’s point of view, is
that owing to the quantity, the prices are much
lower, but even then everybody should be satisfied.

At Neuchatel the ¢ Féte des Vendanges,” has
been a great suecess and the procession tlll\ year
had a very striking character and was gloatly
admired by all present.

For the second time the Swiss and foreign
journalists were officially invited and expressed
themselves in very complementary terms on the
organisation of this festival.

WEATHER NEWS.

Heavy rain has fallen in Switzerland recently
causing the rivers to rise, and extinguishing the
forest fire on the Calanda, Snow has fallen in the
Saint-Gothard region.

A severe storm broke over Berne on the night
of Tuesday the 8th, and the evening radio pro}
gramme  from the broadcasting station was
abandoned owing to lightning striking the princi-
pal pylon.

Heavy snowfalls are reported from Alpine
regions where . over 1.ft. of fresh snow is
recorded, and in western Switzerland snow fell
down to a level of 2,400-ft., causing a great drop
in temperature. This is particularly untimely as
the vintage crops are ,excellent this year, and
garnering is now in plomew in the lower distriets.

A TRAVERS LA SUISSE.

The Nouvelle Société Helvétique has offered
us the most wonderful treat by showing this
excellent film free of charge to anybody who takes
the trouble to go and see it at the St. George’s
Hall in Tottenham Court Road at the appointed
hours. Three chances were oftered us, one of
which—on Wednesday afternoon—has passed and
the other two on Saturday afternoon (at 2 and 4
p-m.) will still be open to most readers when
receiving this issue of the Swiss Observer.

To judge by the surprisingly large attendance
at the performance on Wednesday afternoon, it
need not be feared that many members of our
Colony will miss the opportunity of seeing all that
is most beautiful and valuable in our home
country judiciously presented on the screen within
a happy hour and a half. The New Helvetic
Society and its Foreign Secretariat are to be con-
gratulated and thanked most heartily for the idea
—and the happy execution of it—of bringing our
home-land vividly near to all her sons and
daughters who are living far from it through the
modern means of cinematography.

For many of us the opportunities of visiting
Switzerland in the flesh are all too rare. Amidst
the turmoil of life and never ceasing impressions
in a foreign world our memory of the beauty of
our country and, more still, of the unpretentious
and steady virtues, the industrial efficiency and
the cultural excellence of our people tends to get
dimmed in time. The N.S.H. film freshens up
that precious memory better than anything else
could, short of an actual stay in Switzerland.
And not only the visual memory is revived at the
N.S.H. show, but also the oral one, as all through
the performance a gramephone plays tune upon
tune from our rich treasure of folk songs, yodels
and more serious Swiss music. For this ad-
ditional treat we have to thank Mr. Newman, who
has brought over fifty records to the film show
from his large stock of Swiss records at his
Gramophone Salon near Marble Arch (see adverts
in the S.0.). The Ed.

NOTES AND GLEANINGS.
By KYBURG.

Fore!
A MEETING OF SWISS GOLFERS IN LONDON.

Several Swiss Golfers in and about London
have expressed a keen desire for a meeting to
take place during the next month or so, when a
Medal Round might be played in the morning
and a foursomes or four ball or several such
matches in the afternoon. It has been proposed
to play one day during the week, because most
golfers with to play on their home-course during
the week-end, or attend to their family duties.
The Sydenham & Dulwich Golf Course, with its
fine Club-House perched high on a Hill from
which on a fine day one can see right over London,
has been chosen provisionally, but other Courses
might be considered to meet the wishes of
participants.

Will Swiss Golfers. full handicap allow-
ances will be given so that Rabbits, like Kyburg
and others may have a chance too!—kindly
send a post-card to Kyburg, ¢/o the Publishers
of the NS.0. mentioning their handicap, their
home-course and the week-day which would suit
them best, or possibly alternative week-days, so
that the whole matter may be considered and
some really fine meeting of Swiss Golfers be ar-
ranged. Now, don’t wait, but sit down at once
and send in that post-card, please, as otherwise
the whole scheme is likely to be bunkered from
the start. Thank you!

Are Cinemas bad for Children?

The question, of course, begs the answer,
because there are Tilms and Films and while
some are quite goody-goody, others may be
thought to be rather unwholesome stuff for the
juvenile mind, However, even this idea seems
to be open to question, as witne\s the following
extract from-tiie “ To-Day’s Cinema,” 5th Oct.

I remember that a little less than a year
ago a nasty knock against the crime from the
cinema crowd came from the little county of
Vaud in Switzerland. The chief of Police
there conducted an investigation into the
statistics of child crime in relation to the
film, and the results .of his research knocked
the legend mongers sky high.

The Headmaster of the County of Vaud
Classical College now follows the analyst by a
constructive attitude. At the annual meeting
of the Swiss Secondary School Masters at
Lausanne University recently he read a most
thoughtful paper on the use of the cinema as
an educational instrument.

He had examined the findings of a
tremendous number of scholastic authorities
in collaboration with the views of collegians
themselves, and he was convinced that the film
had never been fully utilised in teaching the
sciences, especially those dealing with motion.

An interesting argument brought against
his thesis was that the cinema does not
stimulate the imagination but merely satisfies
it. Reading on the other hand forces the
creative instincts to work . .. That may be
with the film as pure representation. But I
have known far more cases than I should care
to enumerate when the film has been riled
because it was suggestive rather than merely
imitative. It’s all a matter of manner.

Liechtenstein and Switzerland.
The Times 5th Oct.

The Diet. of Liechtenstein Principality has
approved a Government proposal to bring into
force in the Principality the Swiss laws with
regard to traffic narcotics. New legislation
based on the school laws existing in Switzer-
land was also approved, and the Diet decided
to enact laws in accident insurance on the
model of the Swiss legislation on the matter.

After the War, at the time of the economic
and financial breakdown of Austria, the 10,000
inhabitants of Liechtenstein adopted Swiss
currency, and a strong party advocated join-
ing the Swiss Confederation. That movement
came to an end when Switzerland declared
that she was ready to help her small neighbour
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Please reserve FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22nd,
for the BANQUET and BALL of the
CITY SWISS CLUB.
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