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’ H H HOME NEWS

BUILDING OF NEW HOTELS.

It is expected that the Federal Council will
propose the extension of the measures at present
in force restricting the building of new hotels.
The Federal Authorities have prepared a circular
to be sent to the cantonal governments and to the
bodies identified with the hotel industry. In-
formation will be asked as to the results obtained
during the restriction pariod and the parties con-
cerned will have full opportunities of expressing
their opinion on the matter. This measure, en-
acted at a tima when the industry was in a tragic
condition as a result of the war, has contributed
greatly to the gradual improvement registered
during the last few years, but, in a gensral way,
the pre-war hotels are yet a long way from having
recovered the ground lost then.

BUILDERS WORK TOO QUICKLY.

The Swiss Duilders Association have sent &
circular letter to ail public bodies and architects
awing their attenticon to the fact that in most
building operations went on too quickly.
It appears that accidents to workmen are far more
frequent than they used to be and that hurried
building has been the cause of structural collap
ses which might have caused serious loss of life.
This is a reproach which has not so far been lav
elled against that much abused person the British

Jricklayer.

ALPINISM.

The New Britannia Hut, above Saas Fee, was
inaungurated on the 24th, 25th and 26th of August
before a large number of Swiss and English
climbers.  Apart from some of the leaders of the
Swiss-French  Alpine Club, General Bruce, of
Mount Iverest fame, Mr. Leman of the Alpine
Club and other celebrities of the climbing world
attanded this ceremony, which terminated—as
such ceremonies always do—with a most delight-
ful banquet at the Lagger Hotel in Saas I'ee.

CERVIN.
Two young ladies ascending the Cervin werg
caught in an avalanche. One was killed and the
other seriously injured.

THE NEW GREDIT SUISSE IN GENEVA.

The Credit Suisse propose to build most
striking new premises on the site of their present
ones. Although the plans were originally passel
by the State Council there arose subsequently a
strong current of opposition on the plea that the
new building does not allow sufficient space for
the widening of the street.

A public meeting took place last week at
which a resolution was passed opposing the new
building as planned at prosent and urging the
Town Authorities to come to an amicable arrange-
ment with the bank.

GENERAL DUFOUR A “RED".
Some practical joker placed, during the night,
a red flag in the hand of the statue of General
Dufour in Gen This created quite a sensa
tion. The flag was removed in all solemnity and
the Geneva Authorities are taking a stern view
of the incident.

“ CATHOLIC WEEK " AT GENEVA.

The Catholic Union of International Studies
is holding an ‘¢ International Catholic Week ’
from September 16 to 22 at Geneva, in connection
with the meeting of the League of Nations As
sembly.

ITALO-SWISS BANKING.

On 5th September a new bank, under the
style of Credimare A.G., was formed to take over
the Zurich branch of the Istituto Italiano di
Credito Marittimo.

The authorised capital of the new bank is
5,000,000 Swiss francs. ,

The Istituto Italiano di Credito Marittimo i
one of the most progressive banks in Italy.

MATTERHORN CLIMBER'S FEAT,
M. Blanchett, of Lausanne, a well-known
Alpine climber, has successfully accomplished the

| pour le
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Chers Clonfédérés.

Il y a une certaine ndeur, mais
aussi  une  nécessité, dans la  tradition qu
veut qu'un dimanche par an, le peuple suisse
se présente devant Dieu, sans distinetion de con-
fession, de langue ou de classe. De nombreux
tacteurs contribuent & affaiblir et & rabaisser notre
vie nationale; nous sommes privés de joies véri
tables, parce que nous ne savons pas étre recon-
naissants. Et pourtant, nous aurions bien des
raisons de Iétre, en particulier pour tout ce qui
nous a ¢té accordé depuis le Jetne dernier. Dieu,
par son secours, a donné la paix a notre pays:
I1 nous a donné¢ notre pain quotidien. Gré
Lui en soient rendues !

Faire pénitence! Cela ne semble-t-il pas en
contradiction avec la liberté? Et cependant, c’est
par la pénitence seulement que ’on devient libre.
Nous devons nous humilier de ce que les intéréts
personnels passent si souvent en premier, alors
que nous manifestons si peu de compréhension
's intéréts généraux. Des lois de premiére
nécessité se font attendre, bien que la santé pub-
lique les réclame impérieusement. Les partis,
et non le bien général, sont au premier plan. On
est trop enclin & marchander et trop peu a sacri-
fier. Chacun recherche son intérét, sans s'occu-
per de celui des autres, de peur d’étre Iésé.  Nos
vinérables armoiries nous rappellent cependant
d’acquériv chaque jour ce que nous avons hérité
(e nos ancétres,

Mais comment la Croix et la Parole pour
raient-elles s'imposer & nous, si nous ne recon
naissons pas Uantorité divine, en la puissance
de laquelle les Anciens ont eu confiance? EFléchi
le genou était pour ces hemmes forts une condition
natarelle de la victoire: ils savaient en effet qu
cette génutlexion devant le Tout-Puissant et L
Trés-Haut était une source de force, de liberté
et de dignité. Cette condition subsiste
aujourd’hui encore, si nous voulons le bien de
notre patrie et de notre peuple. Si nous ne re
mercions pas Celui qui dirige les événements, si
nous ne nous humilions pas devant Lui et ne Lui
adressons pas nos pr eN, nour lllﬂl’(‘]lﬂl'()lls sans
hit, et notre vie nationale perdra toute tenue.

(Yest pourquoi nous invitons cordialement
nos chers compatriotes & prendre part avee nous
A la solemnité du Jetne, dimanche prochain 1%
septembre, matin et soir, pour rendre grices a
Celui qui v a droit. Nous espérons que ious re-
tirerons de cette heure passée en commun dans
la. maison de Dieu, une nouvelle impulsion pow
aimer, croire et espérer, pour le bien de notre pays
et de notre peuple.

Le Consistoire de UEglise Suisse.

BETTAGSMANDAT.

Liebe Miteidgenossen !

Der Schweizerpsalm mahnt : * Betet freie
Schweizer betet !”’—Ueberwiiltigt von dem was
Gott ihnen in ihrer IHeimat an Herrlichkeiten
beschert, hat Leonhard Widmer gedichtet und
hat Alberich Zwyssig gesungen. Dass an einem
Sonntag im Jahr das ganze Schweizervolk ohne
Unterschiede der Contession, der Sprache und
des Standes gemeinsam vor Gott hintritt ist
etwas Grosses aber auch eine Notwendigkeit.
Wie manches trennt und erniedrigt unsere Volks-
gemeinschaft ; wie sehr mangelt es uns an wahren
I'reuden, weil uns die Dankbarkeit fehlt! Grund
genug dazu hitten wir wahrlich, auch im Hin-

blick auf das seit dem letzten Bettag verflossene
Jahr. In  Gottes rettender und erhaltender

Hand hat unser Land ruhen diirfen; unser tig-
liches Brot hat &r uns beschert. /hm sei gedankt !

Unsere Busse! Das passt scheinbar so gar
nicht zum IFreisein.  Und doch wird man allein
dureh  Busse  frei. DBeugen miissen wir uns
dariiber, dass die Iinzelinteressen so stark in den
Vordergrund treten und der Sinn fir die Gemein-
schaft so  wenig sich  Dbetiitigt.  Notwendige
Gesetzgebung lisst auf sich warten, wenngleich
die Volksgesundheit sie dringend fordert. i
Partei und nicht das gemeinsame Gut
Vordergrund.  Es wird zu viel gemarktet und zu
wenig geopfert.  Zu  stark  sucht ein jeder das
Seine, zu wenig das was des anderen ist, aus
Angst man komme sonst zu kurz.  Das hehre
Wappenbild und scin Wahlspruch malmen uns
tiglich zu erwerben, was wir von den Viitern
ererbt haben.

Wie soll uns aber Krenz und Wort ver-
pflichten kénnen, wenn wir die gittliche Autoritiit
nicht anerkennen, deren Macht dig Altvorderen
vertrant haben? Selbstverstiindliche Bedingung
zin Nieg war fiir diese starken Minner, dass si
ihre Knie beugten, weil wolil wussten, das
Beugung vor dem Allméchtigen und  Hocher
habanen Macht, Freiheit und Wiirde verleihe.
Diese Bedingung ist heute noch so giiltig wie
damals, wenn wir unserer Heimat und unscres
Volkes Bestes im Sinn haben. Wenn wir dem
Lenker der Geschichte micht danken, uns nicht
vor Ihm beugen und zu [hmn beten, dann werden
wir ziellos und hat unser Volksleben eine wahllose
Haltu

Wir laden deshalb unsere lieben Mithiirger
herzlich ein, mit uns am nichsten Sonntag, den
15. September an der Bettagsfeier morgens und
abends teilzunehmen und dem die Ehre zu geben,
dem sie gebithrt. ~ Wir hoffen, dass von dieser
gemeinsam im Gotteshaus verlebten Stunde neuer
Antrieb zum lieben, glauben und hoffen ausgehen
zu unseres Landes und seines Volkes Heil.
Dic Kirchonpflege der Schiceizerkirehe.

descent of the famous I'urogengrat (S.KE. aréte),
on the Matterhorn (14,780 fedt). This is the first
time the descent has ever been carried out. An
attempt was made soma years ago by the famous
Alpinist, Guido Rey, to ascend the aréte, but he
had to give up when only a few metres from the
summit, after surmounting inecredible di
ties.

ACCIDENTS IN THE MOUNTAINS.

During the woek-end Herr Branger and Dr.
E. Vischer, two of a party of members of the
Basel section of the Swiss Alpine Club, while
climbing a peak in the St. Gotthard group, were
killed by an avalanche of stones. Herr G. Graf,
a well-known Berne climber, was killed by a fall-
ing stone near the summit of the Jungfrau, and
Friulein R. Pischa, of Vienna, was killed by a
fall on a glacier in the Vorarlberg.

FAMOUS GUIDE KILLED,

While two famous Swiss guides, Tang-
walder and Aufdenbauen, were making the as-
cent of the Matterhorn with an Englishman
named Kay, a stone detached by a party of
Englishmen who were climbing further up the
mountain fell and killed Tangwalder. Mr.
Kay received bruises.

The tragedy recalls the disaster of 1865,
when two members of the dead guide’s family and
Edward Whymper were the only ones saved after
the first ascent of the Matterhorn.

On the way home Robert Hadow lost his foot-
ing and, with the Rev. Charles Hudson, Lord
Francis Douglas, and a guide, fell 4,000 feet to
death. The others were saved by the breaking of
a rope.

THE ECONOMIC SITUATION IN
SWITZERLAND.

FINANCE.

The Swiss Confederation’s vevenue for tha
first halt-ycar shows a considerab¥e increase.
Custom duties, from January till June, amounted
to over 123 millions, equivalent to 5,7 million
francs more than in 1928. Stamp duties, another
important source of national income, show an in-
crease of nearly 2 millions as compared with the
preceding year.

THE COCAL MARKET.
Notwithstanding the ever increasing utilization
of hydro-electric energy, coal imports to Switzer-
land attained, during the first term of 1929,
962,000 tons against 911,000 over the same period
of the preceding year. This change can be partly
accounted for by a greater utilization of gas,
which, during the first half year of 1929 attained
105 million m. 3, against 98 million during the
corresponding period of 1928. The increase is
due to a more extensive gas distribution, to an
increase of the number of consumers and to a
considerable drop in the price of gas.
WINE PRODUCTION.

In spite of the development of the milk indus-
try, varions other agricultural branches have
maintained their importance. The Swiss lake
districts and sheltered valleys for example, are
covered with vineyards, which, in 1928, had an
output of 66 million francs, i.e., 5% of the coun-
try’s total agricultural revenue.

YET ANOTHER NEW POWER STATION.

The utilization of Switzerland’s hydro-electric
resources is being actively proceeded with. An




1944

THE SWISS OBSERVER.

SppreEMsBer 14, 1929,

illustration of this fact is the construction of the
Dixence power-plant which has recently been un-
dertaken. The Dixence river takes its source
in the Valais monntains and flows through the Dix
Valley which owes its peculiar name to an an-
cient legend according to which ten brigands are
said to have established their headquarters there,
from whence they pillaged the neighbouring dis-
tricts. The tale runs that it was only by setting
fire to the forests, where their hiding place was
situated, that they were finally captured.

An artificial lake, 3 Kms. long, is to be built
at an altitude of 2,000 m., from which the water
will be conducted to the Rhone Valley, near Sion,
after a drop of 1,750 m. It is the highest con
struction of the kind in the world, exceeding that
of Fully by about 100 m. which, until now, had
held the world record. A 180,000 h.p. generating
plant is to be set up there. The total expendi-
ture for the various installations will amount to
73 million Swiss francs.

ELECTRIC APPARATUS.

During the past year 131,000 electric heating
and cooking apparatus were set up in Switzer-
land. At tho close of 1928, about 1,300,000 of
these apparatus were in operation throughout the
country, comprising 124,000 kitchen stoves,
70,000 boilers, 180,000 kettles, tea and coffee pots,
600,000 electric irons and 140,000 stoves. The
proportion thus attained is that of about one ap-
paratus for every three heads of the population.
Were these 2[])])(llﬂtlls to operate simultaneously,
they would consume, roughly, ten times the quan-
tity of electricity necessary to run all the electric
trains on the Swiss railway lines, at a time of
most intense traffic.

BUILDING ACTIVITY.

During the first half year of 1929, 1,600 resi-
dent buildings, comprising 6.000 lodgings, have
been constructed in the 25 Swiss towns of over
10,000 inhabitants. During this same period
nearly a hundred new plants for industrial pur-
poses have been completed.

TRUSTS AND HOLDING COMPANIES.

At the close of 1928, there existed in Switzer-
land 770 limited companies created as Trusts and
Holding Companies with a nominal capital ol
nearly 2 thousand million franes, i.e., 289, of the
social capital of all Swiss Limited Companies.
At the same period a capital of over 20 million
franes was invested in 31 Swiss Holding Com-
panies, which sum is equivalent to more than one
half of this category of companies’ total capital.

AN ENGLISH TRIBUTE.

The Engincering Review has recently pub-
lished a highly complimentary article on the
soundness of the industrial, commercial and
financial position in Switzerland, with a particu-
larly generous tribute to the efficiency of our in-
dustries. Following are a few extracts :

Much of the economic interest of Switzerland
lies in the means by which the country has over-
come its natural dlsad\.mtdges With a popula-
tion of about four million, placed in the centre
of Europe far away from the sea, compelled to
import the bulk of its raw materials and some of
its food, it has built up thriving industries and a
strong financial position, mainly through its suc-
cess in the export trade. Most of this trade con-
sists necessarily of manufactures which go to all
parts of the world, and its success is thd more re-
markable because not only most of the raw mater-
ial has to be bought, but both it and the exported
products have to be 1 a substantially heavier cost
of transport than has to be paid lJy compatitors.
The prosperity of the export trade has naturally
been accompanied by an increased purchasing
power in the population, and, both for this reason
and to supply the raw matgrial of the industry,
the imports of the country are larger than the
exports. A report by Mr. M. Ashton Johnston,
of the commercial Department of the British Lega-
tion at Berng, has recently been published by the
Department of Overseas Trade (H.M. Stdtmnel,\
Office, price 1s. 6d. net).

Stable foreign trade can be built up only by a
country whose financial basis is sound. In this
respect Switzerland is particularly well off. Tts
public funds have been administered with pru-
dence, its banking organisations are highly devel-
oped, its money market has been providing the
lowest rates in Europe, its currency stands nor-
mally round about par within the limits of the
gold points, and through the stabilisation of the
exchange of neighbouring countries, especially
France and Ttaly, and the conclusion of various

commercial
benefited considerably.
has  been passing through a « critical time,
which, however, now shows signs of coming
to an end, and thm e is reason to hope that meas-
ures now being taken will restore the decreased
purchasing power of the agricultural classes. . . .

. When these facts are put together, they,
\ho“ tlmt the engineering and electrical indus
tries in Switzerland are lu-ing conducted econ-
omically, and with the success which engineers
have long recognised in their techmical achieve-
ments,  They show also grounds for believing not
only that the country as a whole has by no means
reached the limits of its economical development.
but that active measures are being taken to en-
able it to do justice to that development as it may
be made.

CHOOSE AUTUMN for the ALPS.

treaties, dits foreign trade has

Agriculture, indeed

The woman tld\dlm who wants to get to
know the country she visits will do wisely to

choose an oft-season, espgeially when this off-
season gives her a good promise of better weather.

The crowds at the height of Summer and
Winter in the Aps internationalise the scene in
the least satisfactory sense, and the Swiss pu»ple
have their hands too full with their annual crisis
of business to present their most characteristic
aspect to the tourist.

In the height of Summer the cows are up in
the pasture, at their highest, grazing the last
strips of herbage that struggle up almost to the
glacier level and fleck the gaunt cliffs with ver
dure.

Keats, after gazing down the Northern preci
pices of Ben lwm (’oul(l exclaim, with one of
those flashes of insig‘ht into activities which he
did not share, that are the privilege of the poet,
© And precipices show untrodden green.”” There-
by voicing in one word, “untrodden,” one of the
most secrel springs of the mountaineer’s s passion.

3ut in the Alps, there are not many patches of
untrodden green—cows and goats will usually
oraze them, borne up aloft like small balloons by
economic pressure! And after the cows go, the
herdsmen and fruitiers, the experts who make
those grayeres and other cheeses.

But it you want to see the real life of the
count you must go in September, when the
work is lighter and the cows have been brought
lower down to the valley to gather round the
cheese maker’s chalet.

The women who make such an idyllic picture
haymaking in August are in rveality being worn
down to e\lmu\tum beneath a load of dlllmst over-
whelming labour. The hay has got to be got in,
and most of the men are away in Savoy making
cheeses, up in the alpage with the cows, or acting
as guides, and the womean must toil with the rake
from very dawn till well after nightfall, with an
hour or two's slegp in the mid-heat of the after-
noon.

Livery Alpine visitor has seen those prostrate
figures, in their dark brown home-spun, lying face
downwards in the fields—a sight which moved
Ruskin, in describing the Mountain Gloom, to a

passage of prose which, without his knowing it
strayed into verse and even into rhyme :

“ TFor them there is neithar rest nor relaxation
of labour.
Black bread,

day;
Weary arm at sunset and life ebbs away.”

rude roof, dark night, laborious

But later in the year you can sae the domestic
crafts—the spinning and weaving, the embroidery
the gathering together of the home life in the
ancient wooden chalets with their overhanging
caves and geraninm-filled window-boxes.

IFor the active walker Autumn offers as good
an opportunity as any season. To give the con
sidered verdict of one of the best informed ex-
perts on Alpine conditions, Mr. Arnold Lunn in
his ¢ Switzerland,” writes as follows :

¢ It is in Autumn that the Alps are least
visited ; why, I have often wondergd, for the
weather is usually, far more settled in October
than in the Summer, and a thleq or four weeks’
spell of unbroken fine weather is the rule rather
than the exception, and October is perhaps even
more beautiful than May.

“ The mellow, golden light of October sub-
dues all distances and tonmes down the harsher
contrasts, and is yet so crystal-clear that the de-
tails of distant ranges are revealed with a pre-
cision which, in Summer, would augur the immin-

of the
Locarno,

Swiss N tional Day will
Engelherg and Wintersport

The Catenng, at popular prices,

VICTORIA HALL, VICTORIA HOUSE, Southampton Row, Bloomsbury, W.C.1

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30,
The Film depicting Life and Scenes of the Patriotic Rally at Hendon,
be screened at
and

After the Film-Show Dancing from 9 till midnight on
the superb Parquet Floor of the New Victoria Hall.
will be under the management of Mr. A. Schmid,

1929.
in celebration

and will be followed by:
Fllmschauspleler ”

7 pm,,
“D'Barner Mutze als

of the Glendower Hotel.

ence of rain. It is this contrast of tenderness and
clarity which is the chief glory of those long, un-
broken weeks of sunshine which we associate with
the Alpine Autumn.”

What he has to say ol October equally ap
plies to September. About the middle of the
month there may be a small fall of snow when
most of the visitors vanish and the season ofticially
closes, but in the weeks that follow, the lover of
quiet and solitude can find a new perfection in
the Alps.

You may meet a marmot-hunter with his gun
—the practice too common in some valleys of dig-
ging out these little creatures in their Winter re-
treat is very heavily fined, and quite rightly, as
it entails the destruction of the entire family.
But to shoot an old one is not an unsportsmanlike
proceeding.  Marmot ragout, heavily spiced and
cooked in red wine, is a tasty dish, and the mar-
mot’s grease is alleged to be a sovereign remedy
for rheumatism.

The discovery of such items of country love,
together with the fellowship of the village, are
the rewards of the traveller who is willing to
break away from the beaten track, not nnh in
choice of place but in choice of season.

(Morning Post).

BOOK NOTICES.

The Great St. Bernard Pass and Haspic
Jane Dee Thompson. (The Epworth Press;

An exceedingly well-written account of the
Monastery of St. Bernard, of its situation, its
famous d()g.,b and its great and humane missiol.
The latter portion of the book is devoted to an
account of the life of the saint who founded this
world-famous hospice.  The book is illustrated
by several interesting and pleasantly reproduced
photographs.

Wanted : Translations into English.

Will readers who have the time and inclin-
ation occasionaily to translate German or French
articles into English, for publication in the S
Observer, kindly send in their names.

GESCHAFTS - ANZEIGE

Anstatt durch Zirkular, gestatte ich mir auf diesem Wege
meinen verchrten Landsleuten anzuzeigen, dass ich das von
Herrn F. W. Rithmann anno 1887 g:griindete, sich
eines sehr gulen' Rufes erfreuende,

DELIKATESSEN-GESCHAFT
32 Tottenham Court Road, W.a

kauflich erworben habe.

Es wird mein eifrigstes Bestreben sein, meine verehrten
Kunden und Gonner durch Prima Ware und maéssige
Preise zufrieden zu stellen.

Im ersten Stock von 32 Tottenham Court Rd., habe ich ein

RESTAURANT

erdffnet, wo gut zuberenete SCHWEIZER PLATTEN und
andere | A taglich zu bek
sind.
Darauf mache ich i e die lieben Studenten ‘der
Swiss Mercantile Society in Fitzroy Square, aufmerksam.
*Ich luh niid nah, und luh niid nah,
bis dass mer iiberall seidt :
Wi mer wiirkli 6ppis Guets will z’Esse ha
So mues mer zu iisrem Landsma Stéri gah.”

b 2y

Erfreuen Sie mich durch Ihren werten Besuch, ich werde
dafiir sorgen, dass Sie wiederkommen !
Hochachtungsvoll empfiehlt sich,

PETER STOERI
N.B.—Bestellungen durch die Post oder das Telefon auf

meine Prima Delikatessen-Waren, werden prompt und
sorgfaltig ausgefiihrt.

Telefon: MUSEUM 1622.

|| MISCELLANEOUS _ADVERTISEMENTS I

Not exceeding 3 lines:—Per insertion. 2/6: three insertions 5/-
Postage extra on replies addressed clo Swiss Observer

BRIGHTON.—Caumsringe -~ House, 4, Regency
Square. Private Hotel; 2 doors West Pier; all rooms
facing sea; Tennis; best catering, open to non-residents;
gas fires; Terms from 23 gns. inclusive; 9/6 per day; Swiss
prop.

GESUCHT: Gute, selbstindige Schweizerkéchin
auf 1. October, Landhaus Nihe Londons, Schweizer-
familie, nur englisch sprechend.—Offerten an Kachin c/o
Swiss Observer, 23, Leonard Street, E.C.

IS ANY young or middle-aged Swiss woman look-
ing for an easy post? to act as companion to elderlv
Swiss lady, with light duties in house, very best refer-
ences essential. —Reply to “ AH.” c/o Swiss Observer,
23, Leonard Street, E.C.

TO LET two furnished rooms, every convenience,
near ’buses and trams for city. —Wnte, 159, Leicester
Road, New Barnet.

FLAT TO LET.—3 or 4 good rooms; exceptionally
pleasant rent moderate; inspection by appointment.—76,
Queen’s Road, Fmsbury Park, N.4.
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