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THE’ SWiSS~EMBROIDERY- iNDUSTRY

The LQ!ItIG’ of t‘he; S\mss “Enibroid
is Sty Gall-angdlits;diginiin eXtends, thre

ghéut-the

wholé of Eastern Switzerland as far as the fron-:

tier ieg,wns beml}d Lhe Rhine, 411(1 ,Lake of 40011
stange.

 From the middle: dgeisy StGall has eceupied

a prominent position among the producers-of:fine;

linen/ tissues. Later,
developed, Lt; won fuxther
specinlity ot fine~ muslins which, unde
of ““ Bwiss Mulls "% still find an excel'lent cliéntele,
as also the fine voiles introduced ‘on’ the miarke
during the last’ few years: : This’industry owes @
great, deal of its success to the exceptional value
of SFINE™ finiishiny; which eijo
putation everywhere.- * The" hing gived these
produtcts new and greatly apprecmted qualities by
submiitting them to appropriate chémical treat-
ment, for e‘znmplgf mercerisation and the delicate
operations destingd ‘to_give, thesw an,: pialine or
transparent

when cotton weaving: was

rlandl his herseli manu-
factured for mnearly two centuues tissues which
lend :themselves. é‘hpE‘(laHV to .embroidery work
their light we:

advantagei
hand - chain, stitch embroidery used for mdornmg
the whele toilet, chiefly that of women and chil-
dren,, and even on ouasl,on, in the form of ruffles
and cuffs, that of men,. Thie,

of the finé tissues. oo
for making curtains ‘of.'all

kmds
curtains soon became the great speciality of chain

Embroidered

stiteht mnblolderels, who later- avorked; -hesides
muslin, transparent tulle. The discovery of a
chain stitch madune \v1th one needle Iatger con-
tributed to the incréase bf this industry. Fancy
articles in colours; in natural and artificial silk,
or-with metal threads succeeded:in placing it at

theihead of Swiss emibioidery and. opened to hey,.

besides others, the mm’kets of, England and Nmth
Amevrica.-, - a

A[)[)en”eﬂ h(m(l embrmde Y- is 11111\91‘#‘111\
known. . In the small country.to which it owes its
name, the pe.mdnts fmm their youth have acquired
an extr aordinary ability in pxoducmg at. home
marvgls, the deli cy of which  can never be
equalled. The pri mmpal article of thl,s; industry is

to-day remeqented by fine Ladle@ poohettes which’
delight the elegdut not to m(mtmn thja dphghtfnl,
s‘plendl(l piéces of

little: children’s garmen 1ts anld’
bed linen. The designs’ employed for these
varions kinds of wn};l.;, S(&tin}ﬁlll enewed to
suit the taste of theidays =421

'I?hép more recent. ‘‘ Lorraine >’ embroidery is
made athome-on machines with,oné needle,, rimi:
lal ta sewing machines. The competition whieh

feaved at. the beginning, has hapwly. not
plm éd harmful, as the technique interestad quite
a différent, thmwh* extlem@h ast ¢l af ¢
tomeyps. o

Also, w 1thout causing any ple]ud‘tce to 1110
three’ispecialities mentloned ‘Above, meehanical
embroidery entered the lists towards the middle
of the 19th century, thanks to i;l*hm\ ention of a
hand worked embroidery loom,
to 300 needles.disposed in two Tows.one ahove. the
other, of 4.yards each; to, act smmltdneousl)
Suceéssive improv em(\nts thus permitted the per-
fect production of all kinds of embroidery. at such
a modérate price, that the new articlds were sdon
within the reach of every purse..: Produétion aitd
cheaphiess increased still further by -means. o
shuttle machifie fiivented by a Swiss teclmman'-
the length of the frame attwined 63, 10 and-up tn
15 yards, in two seies, and the mechanical move-
ment of these m(uhmes assured mhmtel‘ more
rapid execution ‘than thit-of hand Ioolms.  When

the weaver in command of the embroidery loom

was replaced by an autematie apparatus, pessi-
mists pmnmmced a rapid tallmg off of hand-
looms. But no, they retainad an important advan-
tage for the confec tion of a, great number of fancy
articles and have.amply justiﬁed their existence
by their triumph with regard to the embroidery
of pochettes, which enjoy an exceptional vogue
to-day. .In spite of their high price, the shuttle
machines -rapidly . spread threughout .Eastern
Switzerland.. They are installed in proper fac-
tories; to such a point that these mew construe:
tions sppcmllv raised for the purpose have entirely
transformed the familiar aspect of hunierotiis Vil-
lages.

The chief-condition of this expansion, thnt is
to say extension of the markets liable to absorb an
evergrowing production, lay in the fact that, until
a few years ago, women throughout the world all
wore white embrmdered underclothing and that,
on the other hand, they maintained the fashion of
embroidered dresses.

A new and quite unexpected field of activity
opened out once more, as much-for handlooms as
shuttle machines, not on account of the invention
of a new machine, but by the achievement to-
wards 1880 of the pracess of so-called embroidery.
After having surmounted infinite difficulties, one
at last succeeded in reproducing almost all kinds
of lace and in obtaining an almost absolute illu-
sion. Specialists themselves own to often not be
ing able to distinguish the famous St. Gall lace
from the original hand-made article, except by
means of a magnifying glass. Their price being

enOWIL, thmucrh 1ts: o
o :

Vo first eldss re

which caused 200 |

¢ lnmm and o - ‘1o thd
" well off orled by ableioperators, umber of
. these machines were set up to improve so inter-

esting a d.omam and designers, of ‘great talent col-

laborated in this evolution, searching for precious
inspivations among the marvellous co]lectlon in
- the St Gall Museum: of Industry and Applied
“Art

lhese 1 St few. years haye unfortunately dark-
c'd tlu it icture we havée just traced, es-
alfy g1 accotnt® of* the radical (’hanges in
men’s underclothing.. .Renouncing. practieally
from one day to almthe he elaborate decoration
formerly empIO) ed, a truly disconcerting. ‘sim-
ety was “itltivited TIis $werve in the fashion
ndly lift the Swiss embroidery industry. Ini that
matter all foreign regions specmhzmg in em-
broidéry suffered ]uﬂt as much and this crisis has
(gffevtpd still’ other industriés such as lace, rib-
bons and trimmings, for women have also tmn(\d
from trimmings whlch they formerty so much ap-
preciated, ‘to theé wear of untrimmed printed
material and knitted and woven goods. ~ If Swiss
embroidery nevertheless shows™ more than 100
million francs in exports it is due to the menta
of its qualities.
The fashion, however,

continues to change.

principally with regard to'women’s linen. "One it
last is tired of excessive SImphmty and one again

with ribbons: ' “Dressmakérs ‘are also tending ‘to’
eémploy lace and embroidery and one'can sae I"um
models'  whieh permit s “to hope “for ‘a happy
futire ; notably collars” and Puﬂs nt embmldered
batiste, are worn.

It 'suffices ‘to’ stite that’ Swiss” embrmderv
manufaeturers have deposed more than 200, 000
new miodel§'at th Federal Patents Office to under:
stand that they neglect nothing to regain public
favour by the. attractlon of original models and
that fhelr \1t111t "is far from bomg e‘zhmusted

! E WAR RESISTER’S CONFERENCE
; ' IN 'ZURICH. ‘

" The Council of W.n‘ Resisters’ Intenmtmnal

Brockwa‘y, M.P., presiding. ' Mr. Runham Brown
secretary, reported that ‘there were 43 affiliated
organisations in 21 countnes aud corlespondeuti
in 53 countries.” i g

LIt was announced that the. foliowm(r 1eplv
had been sent by Professor Eitstein to the (ues-
tion ¢ What would you d6'in another war?”
‘¢ 1 should uncondnwnauv refuse every duect or
indirect war service, and try to induce my friends
to adopt the same attitude 111‘espect1ve ot the
‘general opinion on thé causes of the war.”” The
pubhcatmn ‘of this reply, it was stated, had been
firohibited “in - Czecho-Slovakia.

:  The reports showed a diminished number of
War-resister  “prisoners’ iii - conscript countries
owing to some releasds in' Jugo-Slavia, but im-
‘puqonments continued in Holland Sw1t/elland
Russia, Poland, France, aind’ elsewhere.

Mr: Brockw ay, addresimg a large pubhc
meeting, stated that the object of the War Re-
gisters International was not to escape war ser-
-vice but to end war. War had its roots in' ¢ap-
italism and lmpeuaham, and would only be. re-
hoved bw the’ constructioni of & new social inter:

national order, but meanwhile resistance psychol!
ogy and orvflmsatmn was ne@esvalv to prevent
war *

Esaa—

THE CONCERT OF EUROPE

Loug after the B. B s Suud.w avening pro-
gramme had finished, two musicians sat beside a
loud-speaker in a studio at Savoy-hill playing an

2 Only thove llstenels« in thls country whn
possessed receiving sets powerful enough to pick
up' the Swiss broadcasting stations heard what
Savoy-hill was sending to Zurich.. They heard
in fact, not just a piano, an oboe and a violin,
‘But a whole orchestra playing from six dlﬁelent
European cities.

The programme was arranged e\pe1 1mentalh
by Dr. Erich Fischer—a Swiss—whe has invented
a remarkable piano ‘which ean be played without
the player hearing it. Dr. Fischer sat in the
studie. at: Zurich-and played his ‘¢ silent ’’ piano
| via telephone-wires to different parts of Europe—
.London, Berlin, Paris; Vienna and Milan—where

were scattered about. The combined music from
all the instruments was brought back to the cen-
tral telephone exchange at Zurich and then
broadcast from: various European wireless
stations. 5 ;

At the five hotels in Geneva, where the
League of Nations delegates were staying, special
loud spmkers were 1nstalled so that they could
hear the ¢‘ TLeague of Nations Concert,”’ intended
to symbolise the co-operation of the nations.

The experiment was entirely successful, and
it is- expected that further League of Nations

Concerts will be broadcast on similar lines.

moompa,mbly-rlow and-the time. taken-in- dehvery
w |- much more, rapid theﬂ) begame, aceessible to.all
(111 stry o fé

Lately it has qhm\n a more favourable aspect’

enjoys rich trimmi; 8 eﬁp mally of lacé, Besides
that woidery' is' régaining' its ‘former favour,
for example for décorating’ shirt tops tlnemded |

. novelties.

fnet at Zutich on the 2nd- beptembel, Mr. Fenner

oboe fmd a Vi()li!l to the mcompa,ninwnt of a piano .

the rest of an orchestra -of 18 instrumentalists,

THE SWISS SILK'INDUSTRY..

¢ The Swiss Silk Industry is at the same-time
ahe of ‘the most important and oxe of the oldest”
industries of Switzerland.  Silk -weavers and..
exporters wera to l)e found at Zurich as early as'
the 13th century.

¢ All the bmneheh of this nldustry are repre-
sgnted in Switzerland. ‘- Sericulture -is practised
i the'plain of the Ticino where ‘the cocoons are
also unwound in raw silk spinning maills.
erous silk-throwing mills are occupied in making -
skeins: - Tha Ohappe Tndustry alsoflourishes at
ngsln and has alarge share in the supplying of
1hw materials for %\\ iss and foreign trade.

* The chief branch of the Swiss: Silk- Industry:

~consists of the weaving of goods, in. which about .

14,000 mechanical looms. and 1,000 hand:looms
are ocenpied. Nearly 40 factories are engaged in

. this branch ‘of industry which has its'commercidl : .

centre’ .in Zurich. Switzerland .= manufactures.
every ‘kind of silk goods.
coloured stripes, more paltlculally taffeta, were: .
formerly the great national speciality, the owners .:
and managers of the factories have lost no time
in conforming to the fashions of the day, and now
supply mafermls dyed by the piece, especially
various kinds of crépe.’ Marvellous printed tis:
suas are also produced, whilst special silks for
ties, which have made extraordinary progress.in

_the course of the last few years, should, also. be
“mentioned.

The value. of the annual exports.
amounts to more than 200 million francs, divided |
among the various countries,

The wholesale silk, trade is lalgely onrrm%d 111 ;
exports and is carried on by various unportzmt
irms who' deal in foreign goods These firms,
together with those dealing in raw silk,, give the
town of Zurich an international character.

The manufacture of silk ribbon has its seat at
Basle, The number of establishments is com-
paratively ' small, though: important business is
done, both in tmding with other countries and in

- producing ribbons-of every kind, from the cheap-

est artificial silk goods to the most expensive
The value of the annual exports
amounts to nearly 40 million francs. © The weayv-
ing of materials and of silk ribbons goes hand in
hand with several extremely capable allied indjs-
tries: (dyeing, printing, ﬁmshmg), which oceupy

several thousand workmen and execute large or-’
ders for forsign countries. ' Silk tissues for reti:
cules which are made exclusively by hand-looms,
are a particularly interesting speciality, of un-
vivalled quality. The" figure of ‘exports for this’

~article alone amonnts to abont 10 million J'rancs

per ammui,

The spinning of sewing-silk and of embroidery
sill; must also be mentioned herd. This mdnstry
has been established in Switzerland for a very.
long time, the products being much appreclatpd
in othol (‘ountueq Switzerland has for many.
vears also owned a very active artificial silk indis:
try which is chiefly engaged in ‘manufacturing
‘“Viscose.”” More than four million kgs. of ‘this
artificial silk are produced annually.  Besides
considerable sales in this country, exports are
developing from' year to year.

Counsidered as a whole the Swiss Silk Industry
has the highest figures for exports in our commer-

| cial halance sheet and stands in the first rank on

the world’s market. This situation is strength:
ened in certain respects by the numerous Swiss
mills’ which are established: in other countries,

‘more particularly in Germany, France, Ttaly and

the United States of Ameriea, and which largely
increase the: velume  of pI’OdIlCthIl concentrated
in Swiss hands.  (Reproduced: from S.1.T.):

Round the Lake.

A certain dainty little French revue artiste
arrived in Geneva the other day, where her com:
pany were about to play for a short season. She
had never visited that city before, 'so hailirig &
taxi in front of her hotel she asked to be taken:
for a drive. “ Where?”” asked the man, with
that directness of ‘speech characteristic of taxi
drivers the world over. ‘¢ Oh, just alittle prom-
énade. . Tiens, I have an idea ; drive me round
your:lake. I have got half an hour to spare be-
fore dinner!”  The lady in question lives in
Paris and her motoring is usually confined to. a
drive round one or the other of the pretty lakes
in the Bois de Boulogne. The Lake of Geneva,
it may be added, is 45 miles in length,.and in

“one part 9 miles wide!

DALCROZE EURHYTHMICS

Classes for Children and Adults
are held in the London District
f;lndm Belfast, Birkenhead, Brighton, Croydon, Cardiff
arlington, Ditchling, Dublin, Ealing, Edinburgh, Exeter
Glasgow, ~Ipswich, Liverpool: Leeds, Manchester
Newecastle, Newtown, (M.), Paisley, Salisbury & Welwyn
“Details on Application fo the

Dalcroze School of Eurhythmics, 23, Store St.. London,W.C.1
g/u'w/e delieiouo vya&ik,e <

Num-

+ Whilst' tissues-witht. .
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