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[T wome vews [

Signor Mussolini has made an interesting state-
ment in the Italian Senate on Italo-Swiss relation
which, in view of the reported unsatisfactory treat-
ment of Swiss residents in Italy, has been re-
ceived with great satisfaction by the Swiss Press.
The following is the French text of this statement:

HOME NEWS

“Nos rapports avec la Suisse sont vraiment
cordiaux, profondément amicaux. Moi-méme, j’ai
préconis¢ le traité perpétuel ’amitié qui a été
signé le 20 septembre 1924 quoique sa durée ait
été fixée & dix ans. (Il s'agit du “traité de
conciliation et de réglement judiciaire” conclu
entre la Suisse et I'Italie).

Les directives de la politique italienne sont
permanentes.  Llactivité de quelques milieux ir-
responsables pouvant troubler ces directives a été
étouffée immédiatement et n’a du reste obtenu
aucune influence.  L'Italie a un intérét fonda -
mental a4 Pexistence d’une Suisse libre, indépen-
dante et neutre et pour ce qui concerne le canton
du Tessin, de langue, de race et de coutumes
italiennes, l'intérét fondamental de ['Italie est
quil reste un élément intégrant et intégral de la
Confédération helvétique. Que les quelques rares
individus qui, d’un cdté ou de lautre du Gothard
n'ont pas encore perdu ’habitude de donner corps
A des ombres prennent acte de cette claire, solen-
nelle et définitive déclaration.

s
On the strength of one of the clauses of the
peace treaty following the Greco-Turkish War in
1897 and investing the Swiss President with the
right to nominate a third arbiter when called upon
by the two parties. States Councillor x. Moriaud,
president of the Conseil d’Etat in Geneva, has been
appointed to fill this important office.
* ok ok
An interpellation in the Zurich municipal coun-
cil by a Communist member asks for an explanation
as to why a recent Fascist procession in the town
has been allowed by the police authorities while an
anti-Fascist demonstration was banned; it also sug-
gests the dismissal of the two police officials re-
sponsible for this decision and the disarmament of
the police force. In support of this demand the
Communists arranged another demonstration last
week when the speakers denounced Fascism and
generally attacked the policy of their former allies,
the local Socialist Party.
* k¥
The Communists are endeavouring to enlist
the support of the Socialists and trade unions in a
movement to prevail upon the Federal Council to
rescind the expulsion order directed against Enrico
Vismacher, an Italian subject, for 15 years resident
in Switzerland.  He had, in a speech delivered
on May 1st during a Labour demonstration, uttered
abusive references to the address of the TItalian
Prime Minister.

* ¥ *

The concession to extend temporarily the 48
hours’ week to 52 hours, granted by the Federal
authorities to some large engineering establishments,
notably Sulzer Bros. and the Lokomotive Fabrik
of Winterthur, is being vigorously opposed by the
“"d(iL‘ unions C()n(fCl‘l‘AC(l.

*oxox

Though a prosecution was originally not in-
tended, the three railwaymen said to be responsible
for the accident on October 24th, 1926, at Castione,
when two lady passengers lost their lives, are to
appear before the district court at Bellinzona; they
are the stationmaster at Castione and the guard
and engine-driver of the train in question.

L

A number of innkeepers in Winterthur have
been sentenced to short terms of imprisonment and
fines ranging from Frs.30 to Frs. 2,000 for having
adulterated their wines with an excessive quantity
of water.

* X ¥

A well-known Zurich lawyer, Dr. Max Stahel,
residing at Zollikon, has committed suicide on
being placed under arrest in connection with
charges arising out of the recent Kessler affair. He
was legal adviser to Biihler, one of the accomplices
of the wily bank cashier of the Swiss National
Bank, and had admittedly received certain moneys
“on deposit.”  Though he maintained that these

amounts had been repaid to Biihler the evidence in
support of this statement was subsequently found
to be fictitious. « %

While on the way to inspect the “Egon von
Steiger” hut in the Jungfrau region one of three
alpinists, August Gysi from Berne, who had just
taken a photograph, lost his footing, the rope by
which he was held by his two companions snapped,
and he was carried away by and buried in an
avalanche started by the sudden drop. His body
was recovered a few days later by a search party.

* ok ok

Col. J. G. Nef, head of the firearms factory
bearing his name, has died in Herisau (Appenzell)
at the age of 79.

NOTES AND GLEANINGS.

Topics pertaining to the tourist industry take
up practically the whole of the space devoted to
Switzerland in the English Press during the period
under review. A very instructive article showing
how phenomenal has been the development of the
“holiday-business” during the present generation is
contained in the Pictorial Weekly (May 26th) from
which we reproduce the following :—

Holidays Again.

* Holiday-making
ness in Greac Britain.

There are other countries where the busi-
ness of entertaining the holiday-maker has long
been recognised as the leading one. In Switzer-
land, for instance, the income from pleasure-
seckers is far larger than that realised from
Swiss exports of merchandise and farm products.
In France the annual income from the tourist is
reckoned at three-fifths of that produced by the
exports of domestic products. During the holi-
day season of 1927 tourists—chiefly English and
American—vere spending a million pounds daily
in France—enough to more than wipe out the
adverse exchange of which the French Govern-
ment complains so sorely.

France receives 220,000 American tourists
yearly, and very nearly 800,000 from Great
Britain and Ireland. Thirty vears ago the num-
ber of British subjects who visited France yearly
was under 100,000.

In those days the only people from this
country who toured in France were members of
the upper or upper middle classes. They went
only to the best hotels, and they paid through
the nose. Of course, large numbers of business
men visited France on business, but in this ar-
ticle we are talking purely of pleasure-seckers.
Nowadays everyone goes to France. The visitors
are of all ages and every class : professional men,
clerks, tradesmen, artisans, even labourers. You
may meet potters from the Three Towns, mill-
hands from Oldham, publicans from East Lon-
don, walking through the streets of Paris.

A friend of the writer, strolling into a Paris
restaurant for a meal, found himself next to a
burly Yorkshireman, who was sitting down to a
large omelet, and got into conversation with
him. The man proved to be a coalminer who,
three days earlier, had been working in aseam
more than a thousand feet below ground in his
own country.

When the writer was a small boy, nearly
half a century ago, ordinary middle-class people
with incomes of £300 to £600 left home only
once a year to spend a fortnight at a seaside
resort. They went to the same place year after
year, usually selecting the one that was nearest
because the journey was cheaper. The so-called
“lower classes,” in which were included all
labourers and artisans, had no regular holidays
at all. The more prosperous might take a day
trip to a resort, but as a rule they never left
home for a night from one year’s end to another.
It was not until the ’nineties of the last century
that the seaside resorts began to wake up to the
possibilities of revenue from holiday-makers, and
this century had dawned before the summer holi-
day began to become a habit with all classes.

Twenty-five years ago—that is, in 1903--the

Daily Mail took the trouble to collect figures
from the town clerks of a large number of differ-
ent seaside resorts showing the numbers of visitors
that they received yearly. Margate, Ramsgate
and Yarmouth stood at the head of the list with
200,000 cach, Lowestoft had 150,000, Douglas,
Llandudno, Redcar, Folkestone and Scarborough
could each boast of something over 100,000, and
there were five other resorts with between 50,000
and 100,000,

Big figures, vet child’
those of 1927, Last year S

is now the biggest busi-

>d with
1 a resi

dent population of 30,000, catered for 170,000
visitors in three months; Scarborough had more
than 330,000 in the same period; Blackpool was
visited by something like half a million people;
and London, greatest resort as it is greatest city,
entertained more than a million overseas visitors,
to say nothing of all the millions from her own
country.

After the War the tremendous
fares cut down passenger traffic. But the re-
covery rapid, and by 1922 the number of
passengers travelling on British standard gauge
railways during the principal holiday month—
August—was just 100 millions. By 1925 it had
risen to 119 millions. These figures do not in-
clude the cighteen millions travelling by London
tube railways, and are the more remarkable be-
cause the railways, as we all know, have lost an
immense number of passengers to the roads, and
at present the number of people who go by road
is rapidly rivalling those who travel by train.

According to the latest figures—those of Sep-
tember 30th, 1927—there are in Great Britain
686,232 private motor cars. The average num-
ber of people using a car is three, so that we
know that more than two millions of people
habitually travel in their own cars.

Very many of these take three yearly holidays
by car, and we can safelv say that five million
individual holidays are taken in this way during
the year of an average duration of one week. The
estimate is a very low one, for a large number
of car owners go away almost every fine week-
end during the summer months.

But ceven if we put the number of days’
holiday taken by car at only thirty-five millions,
we can see what an enormous sum must ne spent.
What with hotel expenses, garage, petrol and the
like, it is hardly likely that these tourists spend
less than a pound a day apiece; and here is an
item of thirty-five million pounds which hardly
existed twenty years ago. Even so late as 1911,
there were only 47,000 private cars in the
country.,

But this is only the beginning of things so
far as road holidavs are concerned, for the num-
bers carried by the poor man’s car—the motor
coach—vastly exceed those conveyed by private
cars. The number of passengers carried by
motor bus and motor coach during the three days
of last Whitsun Bank Holiday was more than
thirty millions—that is, at least ten millions a
day—and_ during the month of August motor-
coaches, apart from buses, carried about 800,000
passengers daily.

This means that in fares alone the motor
coach proprietor took at least six millions, or
during the whole of the holiday season fully
fifteen millions of pounds. The capital invested
in motor coaches is very large. It is difficult
to get exact figures, but thirty millions would
be a conservative estimate.

The amount of money spent on holidays by
the population of Great B n during the month
of August, 1903, was estimated at twenty-five
millions.  Last vear a financial authority of
standing put the August expenditure at 150 mil-
lions. Tn 1903 only four millions of people were
on holiday during that month, but last year the
number was put at ten millions; one in four of
the whole population.

Most of this enormous sum of money found
its way into the seaside towns and the inland
beauty spots, and one does not wonder that these
places vie with one another in spending huge
sums to attract visitors. When you hear that a
comparatively small resort such as Porthcawl is
spending £200,000 on a twelve-mile promenade,
you begin to realise what money there is in a
plCZlS{H'L‘ resort. ’

The fact is that holiday-making has become
not merely the largest but very much the most
important business in the country, and one in
which workers of every sort take an active finan-
cial interest. If 150 millions are spent in August,
it will be impossible to place the total expendi-
ture for the year at less than 250 millions. After
all, this only works out at a little over £6 a
head for the population. About one in forty of
our people may be said to live on holidays.”

increase in

was

Swiss Federal Railways.

Modern Transport (May 26th) deals with the
present position and outlook of our railway system
but sounds a somewhat too optimistic note as to
the effect of road competition.

* No railway undertaking of a similar charac-
ter in the world has made so much progress i
electrification as the Swiss Federal Railways. This
year, for instance, with the conversion of an




1698

THE SWISS OBSERVER.

JunE 16, 1928.

additional 109 miles of line to electric traction,
the total length worked electrically will be
raised to 1,035 miles, or about 58 per cent. of the
total length of the system—namely, 1,791 miles.
By comparison, as recently as 1922 only 12 per
cent, of the total length was electrified, so that
progress has been remarkably rapid. This de-
velopment has, of course, been stimulated by
the excellent water-power facilities which Swit-
zerland possesses, and it is interesting to find
that, as electrification is extended, more effective
use can be made of the hydro-electric instal-
lations. Electric train mileage rose in 1927 by
about 25 per cent. as compared with 1926, but
the cost of electric power rose by 15 per cent.
only, a result which is considered to be mainly
due to the more efficient utilisation of current.
All the main arteries of railway traffic in Swit-
zerland are now electrified, and of the total power
required about 94 per cent. is produced by the
Federal Railways Administration at its own
power stations, which fall into two groups, those
in the Gothard region and those in Valais. A
noteworthy feature is the great fall in the cost
per unit which occurred as the scale of electrifi-
cation was extended so swiftly. Conditions have
been fairly normal in this matter since 1924, and
a comparison starting from that year shows a
sharp fall in the cost of energy from 9} centimes
per kw.-hour in 1924 to 5% centimes in 1927. It
is estimated that the saving in fuel costs resulting
from electrification has been very large.

The nature of the territory served, the
benefits of recent electrification and the intro-
duction of improved travel facilities have served
to shield the Swiss railways from the full severity
of the road competition experienced by railways
in many other parts of the world. TIn fact, such
competition as has been encountered appears to
have affected freight traffic rather than passenger
business, for the proportion of gross railway
revenue derived from the latter class of business
has actually risen slightly of recent years —[rom
33 per cent. in 1924 to over 36 per cent. in 1927.
On the other hand, the ratio of freight revenue
to the total has fallen over the same period from
60 per cent. to per cent. The total receipts
of the system in 1927 were 395 million francs,
and the administration estimates that were it not
for automobile competition they would have been
36 millions larger. Partial reductions of freight
tarifis have, however, had a good effect on the
financial position of the svstem, for they have
led to a big rise in the tonnage transported,
which was 17,818,000 in 1927, a steady rise from
13,245,000 tons in 1922 and very sensibly above
the 12,887,000 tons carried in 1914, \.\'l\'\'n the
effects of war were being felt. At 12} Irancs per
ton, the average receipts from freights in 1927
were lower than for many years, owing to reduced
charges, but, as a result of satisfactory growth in
traffic, the total freight receipts are among the
best recorded in the history of the system. Pas-
senger receipts, moreover, sel up a . fresh 'h%gh
record, and there isno doubt that the enterprising
advertising policy which the administration
adopts in order to attract foreign tourists is 2
powerful factor in this satisfactory E]IS[)]LI_\'. After
allowing for working expenses, which are being
kept well within bounds, and for debt interest,
which has been growing rather rapidly of late,
the surplus from 1927 operations was 21,000,000
francs, the second best result since before lt}l»},
and practically as good a surplus as that realised
in 1913, when debt charges were very much
smaller.”

Rhine Navigation.
From the Engineer (May 25th) :—

“The conflict of interests between the canal-
isation of the Rhine and the constriction of the
lateral canal between Strasburg and Kembs ap-
peared to have been settled by the Swiss approv-
al of the latter undertaking which involves the
construction of a barrage near Kembs and the
carrying out of protection works at Basle. A start
had already been made upon the Kembs section
of the lateral canal. Tt has been known for a
long time past that Germany has not given up
the idea of canalising the Rhine between Stras-
burg and Basle, notwithstanding the cost of re-
moving the Istein rack, and it is now reported
that negotiations have been resumed between
Germany and Switzerland whereby both coun-
tries will share the cost of canalising the Rhine
between Strasburg and Kembs, while Switzerland
will undertake the necessary works between Basle
and Lake Constance. It is obvious that there is
no necessity for both undertakings, and that if
the Rhine were rendered navigable for barges
of big tonnage the success of the Alsace Canal
would be seriously compromised. On the other
hand, Switzerland desires a free waterway to the
sea without being obliged to utilise a canal in
French territory, and the whole question resolves
itself into whether it is to the interest of Swit-
zerland to spend huge sums of money on the
Rhine or to take advantage of the Alsace Canal,
which, moreover, is likely to occupy very many
years in construction. The possibility of canalis-
ing the Rhine long before the canal is likely to
be terminated is a point that strongly influences

Swiss opinion. The report of the negotiations
between Switzerland and Germany has uncom-
fortably surprised the French, who affirm that
the canalisation of the Rhine will prove an ex-
tremely costly undertaking in view of the constant
erosion ‘of the river bed and the discovery of
other rock obstructions, and that when the work
is completed the current of the river will be o
strong as to necessitate the employment of power-
ful  tugs between Strasburg and Switzerland,
German engineers, however, declare that they
are perfectly convinced of being able to make
the Rhine a safe waterway for heavy traffic.
For the moment, the French propose to construct
the Kembs section of the canal for the sake of
the power station which will be erected there,
and probably some compromise will be attempted
before the remainder of the work is put in hand.”

About Mountaineering.

An interesting correspondence has these last few
days appeared in the English Press, raised by a
letter of Lord Strathspey, who express: regret
that the epic English pioneering spirit to which
the exploration of the Alps and the popularity of
Switzerland as a tourist centre owe so much, is
being sacrificed to passing pastimes of modern times.
The following article from the Daily Telegraph
(June 1st) contributed by Julian Grande endea-
vours to give the reasons for this change of men-
tality :—

“There is no doubt whatever that since the
war there has been a mnoticeable decline in the
number of English climbers, and the reason for
this is easily explained. To my personal know-
ledge alone, at least a dozen .young Englishmen,
who were Dbeginning their “apprenticeship as
climbers in the Alps in the summer of 1914, were
killed in the war or so badly wounded as to be
now unfit for mountain climbing. Many others
who, before the war, could afford to spend a
holiday in the Alps, belong now to the “new
poor” and can no longer afford it, for moun-
taineering proper is an expensive sport. The
few British climbers who are still to be seen in
well-known climbing centres, like Zermatt, Grin-
delwald or Chamonix in the Mont Blanc range,
are generally of the old guard, very often men
who have passed their three score vears and ien.

Perhaps one reason why so many university
men no longer go in for the pastime of moun-
taineering 1 Switzerland is that there are no
more new ascents or virgin peaks to climb, and,
mereover, the Alpine huts are no longer places
of refuge or rest for the real climber. At night
these hute are frequently overcrowded by tourists
who do not climb, and by parties ol voung
people who go to the Alps o dance to the
accompaniment of a gramophone jazz record. A
climber, who has to get up at one o’clock in the
morning for a difficult ascent, seldom gots the
chance of a few hours™ sleep owing o the
noisy, careless crowd who have taken possession
of the hut.

Nevertheless, a walking tour in the Alps
over the magnificent passes, spendiing the nights
in hotels, is certainly one of the most healthful
and delightful ways of spending a holiday, and
far less of a strain on the constitution, or the
purse, than climbing proper. To employ guides
for high ascents is quite an expensive business,
as to engage one guide for a fortnight means at
least £25 in “‘fees,” and there is, besides, his
keep during that time. The cost of outfit and
equipment for mountaineering must also be taken
into consideration. A pair of climbing boots,
for instance, will cost to-day 4 guineas, whereas
before the war 3bs. was the average price; and
other mountaineering equipment, such as a climb-
ing suit, puttees, gloves, ice-axe, rucksacks, ctc.,
has all gone up 50 to 70 per cent. in price.

Similarly as regards provisions. Before the
war a roast chicken, to be carried up to the hut,
cost about 10f. (8s.), whereas last summer, when
I ordered one at the hotel where I was staying
I found it put down in my bill at 2>f., exactly
£1. Tt is true that mountaincering has always
been an expensive sport, if gone in for seriously.
But now it has become so costly that the pro-
fessional class, who used to be amongst the first
climbers, can no longer afford it. Walking tours,
on the other hand, to which I referred, can be
made in the Alps without the inconvenience of
having to spend the night in a mountain hut, or
being obliged to employ a guide or guides.

The kind of walking to which I refer is that

along mountain paths and over easy passes,
keeping at heights varying from 3,000ft. to

10,000ft. I do not mean walking below in the
valleys, which are always more or less close and
stuffy in summer, and where the air is not in-
vigorating. Moreover, except in a few places,
such as Zermatt and Saas Fée, which motor-cars
cannot reach, the pleasure of walking through a
valley or along the high road in summer is apt
to be spoiled by the dust raised by motor traffic.
From Zermatt, Grindelwald, Saas Fée and Kan-
dersteg, it is possible to make daily excursions
over paths which it is still a delight to tread.
For instance, there is the walk from Grindelwald
to the Faulhorn, returning over the Schynige
Platte. The Alpine meadows along this walk are

still much as they must have been a hundred
years ago, although in some, parts, within reach
of marauding hands, certain of the rarer and
more delicate flowers have become almost ex-
tinct.  Most of the varieties of Alpine flowers,
however, to be found in the meadows and on the
rocks near the summit of the Schynige Platte,
grow in such profusion that the hand of the
tourist seems to have had little effect upon them.

From few centres of the Alps is there a
greater variety of easy ascents than from Zer-
matt, and this place is, moreover, fortunate
enough to have, on the whole, good weather
throughout the summer season, whereas in other
Alpine resorts fine weather is not so prevalent.
Saas Fée is a good training ground for beginners
who intend to become climbers. As vet no moun-
tain railway runs to Saas Fée, or in the neigh-
bourhood; not even an old-fashioned diligence
or carriage can get there; on foot, or on the back
of a mule, is the only way of reaching Saas Fée
after one alights from the little railway station
of Stalden, on the Visp-Zermatt mountain rail-
way. During the months of July and August this
place is crowded, and it is advisable to reserve
accommodation in advance. For that matter,
this applies to most mountaineering centres, and
those who take their holidays in June will find
not only the hotels less expensive and less
crowded, but the country looking its best. The
wild flowers are certainly a great asset to Swiss
scenery. The lower slopes above Montreux are
extraordinarily beautiful in the spring, covered
as they are’with dense masses of snowy narcissus
ol the pheasant-eved variety.”

A Railway Museum.

The existence of a railway museum at Zurich
is probably known to but few of our readers; a
short description appeared in the Railway Gazelte
(June 1st) :

“The Zurich Railway Museum is accommo-
dated in a building which forms part of the
goods station. The first section is devoted to
the construction of the St. Gothard line, and in
this room are to be seen not only all the plans
for this line, but even perforators and other
machinery used in its construction, geological
maps, plaster reliefs of the region, models of
shelters against avalanches, photographs of the
district, and the medal struck to commemorate
the opening of the St. Gothard.

The second room has an imposing model of
the station of St. Gall. and the third contains
all the time-tables issued in Switzerland since
trains were first run,  Some of them are very
amusing, especially an illustrated one of  the
Zurich-Badlen line, calling attention to the great
advantages accruing to a poor gouty subject from
a stay at Baden and a cure in its sulphur baths.
This room also contains specimens of posters
advertising Swiss railways from the carliest times.

Engineers find the room devoted to the con-
struction of viaducts and bridges full of interest,
as there are very fine models of the best iron and
concrete work in Switzerland, as well as engaging
little models of the old wooden bridges first
used.  The engine room has modeis of steam
engines from the first locomotive ever used ip
1847 (which was on view at Berne in the 1914
exhibition) up to the stately monsters ol the very
latest type.  Different types of brakés also figure
largely in  this section, and various technical
gadgets such as tachometers, in different stages
of perfection, attract the attention. Tw)> rooms
are devoted to the evolution of electric traction,
and comprise photographs, drawings, plans and
models of every invention and device that has
helped to speed up the Swiss electrification.

The archives of the Museum comprise docu~
ments of great value, both from a juridic and
engincering point of view. These papers cover
the whole period from the beginning of railway
in Switzerland up to the present time, and afford
an cxhaustive survey of railway activity in all
its branches since 1847.”

On Swics Alpine Roads.

A very handy and excellently illustrated book-
let has been issued by the Saurer company describ-
ing the mail and passenger service maintained with
the aid of their vehicles on the alpine roads by
the Swiss postal authorities. On application to
the London offices at 21, Augustus Street, Albany
Street, N.W.1., readers of the Swiss Observer may
obtain the booklet free of charge, also from the
offices of the Swiss Observer.
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Break your Journey

half way to the Sea
and stop at the

CANNON RESTAURANT,
HIGH STREET, MAIDSTONE.

FRENCH AND ITALIAN CUISINE.
Wines and Beers of Best Quality.
COMPATRIOTS HEARTILY WELCOMED.

Phone : Maidstone 374. Proprietor: G. Veglio.
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