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HOME NEWS

The Committee of the National Council is
proposing to the House to agree to the resolution
of the States Council (22nd Dec., 1921) by which
the neutrality of northern Savoy is abolished. Tt
is hoped that the National Council will pass the
resolution during the present session which, subject
to the unlikely demand for a referendum, would
remove the latest objection raised by France to her
ratification of the Savoy Zones Convention.

P

In the elections during the week-end for mem-
bers of the Grosse Rat of the Canton St. Gall,
the Liberals slightly increased their mandates to
61 (57 before) and together with the Socialists are
holding the majority in the Council, the Conserva-
tives having secured the same number of seats as
before (77).

* % Xk

The system of Proportional Representation is
to be introduced for the members of the Municipal
Council of Lucerne, the proposal having been ap-
proved last Sunday by a -large majority of the
electors,

® ok ok

An amount of 480 million francs is said to
represent the value of the services rendered by the
Federal Railway system to the Confederation for
the transport of troops, war material, etc. in con-
nection with the mobilisation during the great war.
Negotiations are at present in progress to arrive at
an equitable compensation.

K K

The new tobacco duties in Switzerland show a
very considerable increase on the old rates. The
duty on imported cigareite tobacco is doubled, and
now amounts to Frs, 25 per kilo; in addition, a
direct tax of one centime per cigarette is imposed
for the better grade and half a centime for the
cheaper quality. Cigars and pipe tobacco are not
so much affected, the latter being subjected to
Frs. 3 per kilo only.

* k¥

The Basle courts have fined a local Protestant
clergyman one franc for having, in the course of
a criminal prosecution, refused to disclose certain
facts of which he became cognisant through a con-
fession made by a dying person under the promise
of secrecy.

® K K

The friends of female sufirage have scored a
victory in the Basle Grosse Rat and the matter is
likely to be placed before the electors in the near
future ; in February, 1920, the citizens of the
canton refused this extension ol the suffrage by a
majority of two to one. The present initiative is
being taken by the Communist Party.

.

The Communists in Geneva are up in arms
against the Federal District Post Office for having
disclosed to the Cantonal Police Department the
list of subscribers to their publication Le Drapran
Rouge.

Joubts having been voiced as to the validity
of the election of Regierungsrat Otto Weber in
St. Gall, a re-count of the votes has confirmed the
published results with some minor rectifications :
in the meantime the three Liberal colleagues of this
Councillor have solemnly declared that they will
only accept office on the condition that he clears
himself of the imputations levelled against his
character.

* ok ok
Severe injuries were suffer
Kopplin from Basle when their car over-ran a road
bend between Knutwil and Buchs (Lucerne) and
turned a complete somersault.
*® K
In an endeavour to overtake a car in front on
his motorcycle, a Zurich architect, Ernst Walii,
aged 37, skidded on the footpath and was thrown
so violently against a tree that he subsequently
died from his injuries in hospital ; the pillion rider
escaped with slight abrasions.
* ok ¥
A railway accident occurred last Tuesday even-
ing (March 22nd) near Guarda (Grisons) when the
progress of the last train from St. Moritz to Schuls
was obstructed by a large block of rock which had
fallen on 7he line. Luckily the engine crashed
against the entrance of the tunnel which probably
saved the whole train falling into the Tobel. The

by Mr. and Mus,

driver Cadetsch, from Zuoz, was killed on the spot;
the forepart of the first carriage was telescoped,
but contained no passengers ; six casualties, how-
ever, are reported from the second coach, two of
them being in a critical condition.

* k %

Dr. Rudolf Hagenbach-Burckhardt, a well -
known authority on chemistry, died in Basle at
the age of 52. .

L

The furniture manufacturer Albert Dreher, of
Gottlieben (Thurgau) and his clerk, Felix Stehle,
have been sentenced to three and four years’ im-
prisonment respectively, the latter for setting fire
to the factory and the former for suggesting the
crime ; fAnancial difficulties are said to have been
the motive,

* k %

A whole Zurich family was destroyed by the
mad act of a dissolute Zurich workman, Jakob
Stiefel - Studer, formerly employed by Messrs.
Escher Wyss & Co. ; he shot his wife and four
children, subsequently committing suicide,
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THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL =

SWISS
SAMPLES FAIR

will be held at

BASLE
2nd to 12th April, 1927.

For Information apply to -
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or to:

THE SWISS BANK CORPORATION,
99, Gresham Street, E.C.2 ; or at Basle
Informaiion regarding 1ravelling facilities may
be obtained from :

THE SWISS FEDERAL RAILWAYS,
11b, Regent Street, S W.1.
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EXTRACTS FROM SWISS PAPERS.

La luite contre la tuberculose. — Un article 69
donne & la Confédération le droit de 1légiférer en
ce domaine. Longtemps, nous avons di accuser le
govournement de trop ajourner le dépdt de la loi
"application, car le mal est grand. Tl est grand
dans toutes les classes de Ia population, mais parti-
culitrement la ot 'on travaille trop, ol on se nour-
rit insuffisamment, ol on loge en des demeures ou
manquent Uair et la lumiere.

Le mal est grand. On a calculé que, dans nos
pays, deux individus sur sept contractent une
tuberculose avérée au cours de leur existence ct
quun déees sur sept est d’origine tuberculeuse, cette
proportion séleve méme A un sur trois pour la
période de 20 a 50 ans. En Suisse, 7000 vies
humaines sont fauchées, chaque année, par la
terrible maladie, quoique la morialité tuberculeuse
soit tombée de pour dix mille & 16,4.

Par une lutie intelligente et ordonnée, nous
pourrions conquérir 3000 ou 3000 vies humaines
1)11\' an,

La tuberculose est
évitable et curable,

Il faute la combatire en visant & la fois le ba-
cille et le terrain ot il se développera. Si laction
curative a surtout retenu lattention au début de
la lutte, c’est & Paction préventive que sont con-
sacrés actuellement les efforts les plus grands. 11
faut  rechercher la  maladie, la dépister puis
I'étouller,  Dlauire part, il faut améliorer los con-
ditions d’existence des classes laborieuses, assainir
les quartiers malsains, supprimer le taudis,

Nous possédons actuellement en Suisse 24 sana-
toriums populaires pour adultes, avec 2000 lits et
29 sanatoriums et préventoriums pour enfants, avec
1200 lits, ce qui donne 3200 lits, ou 1 lit par
1200 - -habitants.  Ces établissements hospitalisent
annuellement 4000 a 5600 malades, iandis que les
hopitaux en recoivent environ 8000, dont un millier
environ pour les 12 pavillons réservés aux tuber-
culeux.

Nos colonies de vacances ouvrent leurs por-
tes a plus de 20,000 enfants chétifs, maladifs,
insuffizamment nourris.

une maladie infectieuse,

ANNIVERSARIES OF SWISS EVENTS.

April “4th, 1460.—University of Basel founded.
FPope Pius II. (Aeneas Sylvius) who had for-
merly attended the Council as cardinals’ secre-
tary, issued a Bull in virtue of which the
University of Basel came into existence, the
oldest and for long the sole university in
Switzerland.

April 5th, 17
and Prussia.

—Peace of Basel between France

April 6th, 1489.—THans Waldmann executed at
Zurich.  Waldmann was a peasant from Zug,
who in time rose to become Burgomaster of
Zurich.

April 7th, 1798.—Nidwalden opposes the Federal
Constitution. When the Federal Party in this
district, afraid of maltreatment, begged for the
protection of a force of soldiers, the Diet hesi-
ted nolonger. The entrance of the Federal
troops was effected without resistance, and
served to increase the Swiss sentiments of the
Nidwaldeners to such a degree that the popu-
lar assembly unanimously voted for its ad-
hesion to the Confederation and sent a 'delegate
to the “Long Diet.”

April 8th, 1847.—Passing of a new Constitution for
Basel-Town.

April 9th, 1388.—DBattle of Naefels, which pre-
pared ““an asylum for republican ideas in the
midst of monarchical and feudal Europe.”

Ajoutons & cela. I'action des ligues et dispen-
saires antituberculeux. Grice a ces efforts, on est
arrivé a faire reculer le taux de la mortalité
tuberculeuse de 4200 de 1921 a 1922, ce qui re-
présente 30,000 vies. I1 faut aller plus loin,

La Confédération doit intervenir par l'action
de subventions aux oeuvres officielles et privées
et en amenant dans la lutte Punité que lui fait
défaut. La loi fédérale fixera les principes direc-
teurs de la lutie tant dans lordre curatif que dans
Tordre préventif,

Elle prévoit la déclaration obligatoire, 1’exa-
men bactériologique des excrétions de toute per-
sonne 1“1)&']'('“1()(15(‘ et C(‘ll\ g\'kllllilo“fel]f: en cer-
tains cas, les cantons veillent aux mesures néces-
saires pour prévenir la propagation par les per-
sonnes atteintes, Ceux-ci doivent veiller a ce que
les personnes atteintes de tuberculose soient I'objet
d'une surveillance médicale si leur profession peut
favoriser la propagation de la maladie ou les met
en contact régulier avec les enfants. Les enfants
qui présentent des manifestations suspectes seront
mis en observation. On veillera aux dangers de
contamination dans le placement d’enfants.

Les mesures de prohhylaxie viseront également
les ateliers, les fabriques ct autres exploitations.

Les cantons auront le droit d’interdire d’habi-
ter et d’utiliser locaux  favorisant la propa-
gation et d'accorder des subventions pour les
améliorations d’habitations.

Sir Arnold Theiler Kzhrt nach der Heimat zuriick
—Heute Samstag, den 26. Mirz, an seinem sech-
zigsten Geburtstag, trifit Professor Dr. Sir Arnold
Theiler ein gebiirtiger Schweizer (geboren in Frick
am 26. Mirz 1867) in Begleitung seiner Gattin,
Lady Theiler, nach fiinfunddreissigjirigem Aufent-
halt in Siidafrika und nach chenso langer Titigkeit
im Dienste des Staates der Siidafrikanischen Union
aul diem Seewege in Southampton ein, um sich
iber England und Frankreich nach der Schweiz, in
die alte Heimat zu begeben.  Dieses Friihjahr hat
Sir Theiler seine dienstliche Aliersgrenze erreicht
uind st aus dem Direkiorium der Lehr- und For-

gsinstituie Fiir Veterinirmedizin und Biologie
in Sidafrika, die er gegriindet und wihrend der

des

ganzen Zeit seines Aufenthalies im  Ausland mit
grosstem Erfolg geleitet hat, ausgetreten. “Als jun-

ger Tierarzt wanderte Theiler 1901 nach dem fer-
nen Welteil aus, beseelt von kithnem Wagemut und
jugendlicher Lust, die weite Welt kennenzulernen
Bald nach seiner Ankunft in Siidafrika wollte es
jedoch das Ungliick, dass er infolge eines Betriebs-
unfalles den einen Arm fiir immer verlor. “Ich
habe wohl den einen Arm, nicht aber den Mut ver-
loren,” entgegnete er, als ihn der Schweizer Konsul
damals im Spital besuchte und bemitleidete. Bald
nach dem Unfall tat sich Theiler durch seine er-
folgreichen Unternechmungen auf dem Gebiete der
Erforschung und Bekimpfung der damals in- Siid-
afrika eine Tierzucht ausschliessenden Tierkrank-
heiten hervor, und seine wissenschaftlichen Leistun-
gen waren derart bahnbrechend, dass heute Siid
afrika die Stellung einer Fithrerin im Reich der
tropischen Tierheilkunde zukomm:.,
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