Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1927)
Heft: 281
Rubrik: Notes and gleanings

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 12.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Telephone : CLERKENWELL 9595

Published every Friday at 23, LeoNarp STREET, LONDON,

Che Swiss Qbserver

Telegrams : FREPRINCO, LONDON.

E.C.2.

Vor. 7—No. 281

LONDON, JANUARY 15, 1927.

Price 3d.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTION RATES

UNITED KINGDOM { 3 Months (13 issues, post free) - g‘g
6 " (20 - " ) - 1

AND COLONIES g * @ - g8
SWITZERLAND { 16) Months l2(§ issues, post free)) - Frs. 11.50
v, 62 S, T

(Swi ubscriptions may be paid into Postscheck-Konto :
Basle V 5718).

The unhampered continuation of certain war
measures as regards the purchase and distribution
of cereals supposed to be rendered impossible by
the recent popufar rejection of the “corn mono-
poly being vigorously attacked in certain
political quarters ; according to the Zurich paper
Volksrecht a committee has been formed for the
purpose of forcing the resignation of Federal
Councillor Schulthess, who is held to be respon-
sible for the present state of affairs.

* L

HOME NEWS H

According to statistics just published, 4,287
trucks of fruit (about 10 tons cach), of the value
of roughly six million francs, have been exported
from Switzerland during lasi autumn, chiefly to
Germany.  The imports, mostly from France,
amounted to 583 trucks, representing a value of
about two million francs.

® % %

The former state treasurer of Glaris, Mathias
Llosli, has been sentenced to fifteen months’ hard
labour for having, during the last six vears, de-
frauded the municipal treasury of about Frs. 17,000,
all of which has been refunded.

* ¥

Col. Louis Henry Bornand died last Sacurday
in Lausanne at the age of 65, barely a week after
he had handed over the command of the First
Army Corps to his successor. A lawver by pro-
fession, he was an extremely popular officer and at
the time ol the last mobilisation commanded the
First Division in the Jura.

* ok ok
Councillor Georges Pvthon died last
Monday in  Fribourg from pneumonia. Born in
1856 at Portalban, he studied law and at the
carly age of 27 was appointed president of one
of the disirict courts. e took a keen interest in
politics and was a passionate and unflinching
leader and defender of the Catholic Conservative
Party of his canton ; his great influence earned
him the sobriquet “roi de Fribourg.” From 1886
he was uninterruptedly a member of the cantonal
government which he also represented first in the
Nitional Council and then, .from 1893, in the
Federal States Council.  Pyvthon’s great life work
was the creation and gradual development of the
university of Fribourg

®

States

B

Major Edmund Dihler died in Appenzell at

the age of 80. He was Landammann of his canton

alternately from 1887 till 1920, when he retired

from political life ; for a few vears he was

National Councillor, after which he represented

his canton uninterruptedly in the Federal States
Council from 1895 to 1920.
* ok ok

Statthalter Kaspar Luchsinger-Triimpy died in

Claris at the age of 63 ; he had been a member

of the cantonal government since 1908 and a
prominent manulacturer and business man.
* ok %
Mr. Eugen Frey-Munzinger, engineer and

formerly chief of the Federal Railway atelier in
Olten, died in the latter town at the age of 71 :
he was a descendant of one of the oldest families
of the canton, the members of which have played
a prominent part i Swiss history.

EXTRACTS FROM SWISS PAPERS.

Un bracennier —I1 y a quelque part, dans
I’Emmenthal, un braconnier qui bon an mal an
abat sa dizaine de chamois & la barbe du garde-
chasse, sans qu’on n’ait jamais réussi a le prendre
sur le fait. Or, lautre jour, de nouveau il ré-
ussissait un beau coup de fusil. De nuit il ramena
chez lui un superbe chamois dans un sac. Mais
cette fois, le garde-chasse avait eu vent de Paflaire.
I1 fit rapport au préfet et le lendemain unc
descente de police avait lieu chez ’homme suspect.
Ce dernier, de son cdté, avait flairé le danger ; il
ordonna donc d sa femme de se coucher et de faire
la malade, tandis qu'on cacherait & ses cotés le
chamois sous la couverture. La perquisition eut
licu et déja gendarmes et juge s’en allaient furicux
d’avoir fait buisson creux, lorsque 1'on remarqua
que le chien du garde-chasse restait obstinément
en arrét devant le lit de la malade. Soudain il

se dressa, posant les pattes de devant sur le bord
du lit. La femme du braconnier, ecfirayée, se
leva d’un bond et T'on vii apparaitre des cornes;
puis un chamois tout entier.” L’homme était pris
au pigge. )

NOTES AND GLEANINGS.

The Spahlingzr Treatment.

An article in ‘the Lancet by Dr. Thomas
Nelson, assistant physician to the St. George’s and
Brompton hospitals, has aroused a healthy contro-
versy in the Press which, it is to be hoped, will
dispel the secrecy and dubiety in which the treat-
ment is enshrouded as far as the layman is con-
cerned.  Dr. Nelson states that of the ten cases
treated in a London hospital, from November,
1913, to August, 1914, under the immediate super-
vision of Mr, Spahlinger himself, not one showed
any marked improvement and they failed to in-

dicate the presence of a curative agent. The
Geneva  correspondent  of the Daily  Expr

promptly interviewed Mr. Spahlinger, who des-
cribes the report as most inaccurate and authorises
the following statement published in the issue of
Jan. 3rd :—

“The quotation from Dr. Nelson’s report
conveys the impression that the cases received
ten months’ treatment, when actually the pa-
tient who had the longest period of treatment
at St. George’s, and who is admitted by Dr.
Nelson to have been alive in 1926, had five
months’ treatment only. One of the ten
paticnts had six days’ treatment and another
three weeks” before being discharged. :

“It is childish to assume that advanced
cases of tuberculosis can be. cured in a_few davs
or weeks. Only two patients received fair
courses of treatment, including injections at and
after Teaving St. George’s. They are alive and
well.

“One is a luggage porter in a large Lon-
don hotel.  He stated in his last letter to me
that he was working twelve hours a day, and
added : ‘I was very pleased to see so many of
vour other old paticents looking so well the other
day. From what they told me they must be
working about as hard as T am.’

“A second case is working at Bedford. A
third patient, who received a few further in-
jections after his discharge from St. George’s
Hospital, was passed Al for the Army in 1917,
and stated in a letter dated December 25th,
1920 : ‘I can do my round of golf after business
hours or have a night’s dancing without feeling

any worse.”

Mr. Spahlinger made no enquiry regarding
the other patients because, having had in -
sufficient treatment, their condition was of no

scientific value. None of the patients had the
serum, which is the normal method of treating
advanced cases, Dr. Arthur Latham, who selec-
ted them, wishing to use antigens on all the
patients,

References on the charts are declared by M.
Spahlinger to be incorrect on that point. e
photographed all the hospital records in London
in October, 1914. No other series of cases were
treated by M. Spahlinger and Dr. Lathom out-

side the ten at St. George’s, quoted by Dr.
Nelson.
This contribution to the controversy is not

convincing and to the unbiassed reader it
must appear strange that Mr. Spahlinger should
personally superintend—what Dr. Nelson maintains
to be—the application of his serum, and now assert
that the cases referred to did not receive his
treatment at all.  However, there is worse to
follow. Sir  Warden Chilcott, M.P. for a
Liverpool division, recently interrogated  the
Health Minisiry with a view to eliciting what
official steps were being contemplated for a general
adoption of the Spahlinger treatment in this
country. The following reply was forwarded to
the baronet :

Dear Sir Warden Chilcott.—The situation
in regard to Mr. Spahlinger is generally that
all Ministers of Health during the last four
vears have kept closcly and continuously in touch
with his work. MHis laboratories at Geneva have
been thoroughly inspected several times by
officers of the Ministry, and an actual offer of
any assistance within our power was made in the
summer of 1925,

Mr. Spahlinger has been repeatedly seen,
personally by the present Minister, and by
officers of the Ministry during his visits to this
country, All this continued attention bore fruit

ANNIVERSARIES OF SWISS EVENTS.

January 16th, 1831.—Constitutional conflicts in
Basel.  In the canton of Basel, the existing
Authorities undertook a revision of the Con-
stitution which did not satisfy- the country-
folk because, under the proposed new arrange-
ment, the town still possessed a preponderant
influence in the Grand Council. A rising of
the country-folk, led by those from Liestal,
made a strong attack on the town. On the
13th, 15th and 16th the town troops, under
the leadership of Colonel Wieland, attacked
the country-folk and drove them back to the
gates -of Tiestal. The country-folk had to
submit for the time being to the town. (May
the 100th anniversary of this division of the
Town and Baselland’ bring about the unity of

both.)
January 17th, 1401.—Alliance between St. Gall
and Appenzell.  The peasants of Appenzell,

assisted by the citizens of St. Gall, destroyed
the castle of Clanx, near Appenzell, which
had become to them a kind of tyrant’s cita-
del.  The owner, the Abt of St. Gall, had
taxed the country-folk too heavily.

January 20th, 1853.—Expulsion of the Ticinesse
from Lombardy.

January 20th, 1834.—Drawing up of the “ Badener
Articles.” At a conference, held at Baden,
the Governments of Bern, Lucerne, Solothurn,
Baselland, Aargau, Thurgau and St. Gall, on
the advice of Edward Pfyfler, Schultheiss of
Lucerne, drew up a Concordat for the main-
tenance of the rights of the State as regards
the Church.  The following are the main
points : )

1. Establishment of an Archbishopric, to
which all other bishoprics should be subject.

2. Establishment of a Synod to control
the temporal power of the Church.

3. Government *
dispensations.

4. Permission for mixed marriages.

“approval 7 for clerical

5. Reducing the number of Seminaries,
and Government control of same, as well
as of all Clerical Orders.

6. Taxing of Monasteries.

These points were passed by the *Grosse
Rat” of the cantons of Lucerne, Basclland,
St. Gall, Aargau and Thurgau, but were, how-

ever, later on rejected, at the instigation of

the Clergy, and declared “false and schis-
matic.”

January 22nd, 1788.--]. G. Zollikofer died at St.
Gall.

in a perfectly definite profler to him to arrange
for a thorough test of his remedy in this country,
in conditions and on terms which could be
settled after consultation with him,

The above will be sufficient to show that
there has been no failure to give this very im-
portant matter the serious attention which it
undoubtedly should receive from the Minister of
Health.  So far we have understood that Mr.
Spahlinger has been unable to furnish material
for investigation.

As regards the recent Press articles, I can
say no more than that we know of no foun-
dation for the statement that Mr. Spahlinger
has made any fresh offer, and have had no in-
formation of such an offer. Mr. Spahlinger is
well aware that we are prepared to arrange for
an immediate investigation and test of his
remedy at any time, and we had assumed that if
he desires further action, we should, as before,
hear from him on the visit to this country early
next year, which he is said to have in mind.

W. A. ROBINSON,
Permanent  Secretary to the
Ministry of Health.
To which the Daily Express (Jan. 1st) appends an
interview with Sir Warden Chilcott, of which the
following is the gist :

It is understood that the offer to M.
Spahlinger mentioned in the letter took the
form of an arrangement for the provision of a
testing clinic in England and the payment of a
sum of money sufficient to relieve him of a
great deal of financial embarrassment.
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“More than £3,000,000 is spent on the up-
keep of sanatoria in this country every year,”
said - Sir Warden. Chilcott. . “A great part of
this money goes in‘experimental work in an
effort to find some cure for tuberculosis in human

beings. One half of this sum is borne by the
rates, and the other half is paid out of the
taxes.

“If so much money is being spent on

tubercular work, obviously no one is going to
grumble if M. Spahlinger is paid a large sum
for his secret, so the offer by the Ministry can-
not have been on the low side.

“I am ready to start a subscription list for
M. Spahlinger with £1,000 of my own money,
if money is the only thing that is delaying his
work. There are many others who would fol-
low my example if it was necessary, and the
Ministry of Health would undertake to control
the conditions of the experimental tests.

“Apart from the question of money, which
I think I have satisfactorily answered, T can
sec only three other possible reasons for the
delay in divulging the secret of the cure. One
is the question of time. M. Spahlinger claims
that it takes four years to manufacture his com-
plete range of sera. He made his discovery
thirteen years ago, so I do not think that the
question of time arises.

“Then, too, there is the difficulty of manu-
facture, but that could easily have been over-
come, considering the offers of help made.

“Lastly, there is the deplorable possibility
that M. Spahlinger has been mistaken in
claiming too much for his discovery.”

Mr. Spahlinger’s rejoinder is curt but far
from satisfactory, always assuming that he is
correctly reported in the Daily FExpress (Jan.
3rd) :—

The Ministry of Health offered in 1922 to
treat fifty test cases in London. M. Spahlinger
replied that he would accept the offer when the
complete sera were available, but the remedies
are not yet recompleted. The Ministry has
made no concrete offer of financial assistance.

M. Spahlinger expresses his thanks to Sir
Warden Chilcott, M.P., for his generous offer to
open a subscription list with £1,000, but declines
the offer, not desiring further charity. He
hopes to get money to recomplete the sera
and vaccines for human beings by disposing of
his successiul bovine vaccine.

He states that the British Medical Associ-
ation has never yet communicated with ‘him,
verbally or by letter. Even if théy had he
could not have sent the treatment to England
before the complete sera were available.

The British Red Cross Society offered
£30,000, but this sum was entirely insufficient
to pay his debts, clear the mortgages on his
laboratory, and also make the large quantity of
sera and vaccines asked for by the Society.

M. Spahlinger is greatly distressed by po-
lemics, which prevent him from working. He
says that no one has authority to make statements
in his name.

The last sentence refers to a somewhat vague
statement given to the English Press by Dr. G.
C. Anderson on behalf of the profession. Tagain
quote the Daily Express (Jan. 1st) :—

“The British Medical Association have
offered to investigate the treatment, and it
should be investigated, in order that the claims
may be proved or disproved. It is, of course,
impossible to accept the statement of any indi-
vidual scientist.

“So far as we understand, Mr. Spahlinger
is in need of money to prepare the vaccine and
anti-serum necessary for the test. It is for M.
Spahlinger to say how much money would be
needed.”

“It has been suggested that M. Spahlinger
needs £40,000 or £50,000 to carry on his lab-
oratory.

“ Nothing like such a sum would be needed
to discover if his claims were sound,” said Dr.
Anderson. “It would be a comparatively in-
considerable sum, and the raising of it would
have the support of the profession.”

On January 5th the same paper published a
letter dated Jan. 1st (1) from M. Spahlinger which
is also not a very convincing document, though
the legal advice now to be invoked may lead to
some startling developments. THere is the letter:-—

Sir,—My attention has been drawn to an
article appearing in your issue of December
31st under the heading * Startling report on the
Spahlinger ‘cure,” which quotes passages from
an article by Dr. Thomas Nelson on the treat-
ment of some of my patients in 1914. I shall
be glad if you will allow me to say at once that
Dr. Nelson’s statements are most inaccurate, and
that I am taking legal advice in the matter
forthwith.

Perhaps T may add that I have in my pos-
session all the photographs of the original
written hospital records of all patients treated
with my remedies at the St. George’s Hospital,
together with letters written to me—since 1920
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by some of these very patients, who were com-
pletely cured.”

That there is not the slightest doubt of the
treatment meeting with success is proved by the
eulogistic acknowledgement sent by Mr. J. Have-
lock Wilson to the Daily Express (Jan. 1st) :—

Sir,—My youngest son had a breakdown in
health about June, 1925. On many occasions
during the previousitwo years he had shown signs
of lung trouble. When the breakdown occurred
I immediately had him medically examined by
at least three doctors, and they expressed the
opinion that there was danger of tuberculosis
developing.

Having heard of the Spahlinger treatment
I caused careful enquiries to be made in Geneva
and elsewhere, and the reports were such that I
made up my mind that my son should have the
Spahlinger treatment. With this object in view,
I sent him to Geneva in October, 1925. He
was examined by 'Dr. Stefani and Mr. Spah-
linger, the former: pronouncing the case to be
one of tuberculosis well advanced. Spahlinger
said the case would require not less  than
cighteen months’ treatment

At the end of three months’ treatment there
were visible signs of improvement. My son
rapidly gained weight, and at the end of nine
months’ treatment he was examined by several
medical men, one of whom said he was fit to
pass Al class.

I wanted to assure myself that the Spah-
linger treatment was quite genuine, so three
months ago my son was again examined by
two medical men. The medical men in question
could not be described as Spahlinger men, so
they exercised the: greatest possible care. In
their report they declared that while he was well
on the road to recovery there were still signs of
slight lung trouble.

A further examination took place six weeks
later, the report being that my son showed signs
of further recovery since the previous test, and
the opinion was expressed that there was no
reason why he should not fully recover from the
lung trouble.

T think it is important that this case should
be made public. ‘There can be no doubt as to
the facts I have stated above.”

To wind up this article T reprint the report of
an explosion which occurred in the laboratory on
December 29th as communicated to the English
Press by Reuters :—

On Wednesday night, about ten o’clock,
while Dr. Spahlinger was working in his private
laboratory at the Spahlinger Institute here, a
large glass flask containing huge quantities of
virulent cultures of tuberculosis exploded.

The explosion was so violent that the deadly
germs were scattered over the whole room. Al-
lowing none of his assistants to enter the room
for fear that they' might contract the disease,
Dr. Spahlinger remained in the room for several
houts, hanging his 'clothes and disinfecting him-
self and thoroughly cleansing the laboratory.

A similar accident occurred last year, and
affected the scientist’s health for several months.
In order to avoid explosions, special containers
have been made ; but, in spite of all pre-
cautions, one of these exploded with a loud
report, deluging the¢ room with a mass of deadly
germs sufficient to wipe out entire countries,

Dr. Spahlinger resumed his work next morn-
ing as if nothing had happened. He is grieved
at the loss of such' large quantities of tubercle
bacilli, which had ‘taken - considerable time and
trouble to grow.

It is to be hoped that his strong immunity
against tuberculosis ‘will protect him once more
against the fatal germs, which he inhaled
after the accident, while taking the necessary
steps to kill the bacilli and prevent them from
harming others.

The work at the Ipstitute is proceeding as
usual.

The Value of Snow in £ s. d.

It is left to the Sunderland FEcho (Dec. 30th)
to “capitalise” the annual snowfall in Switzer-
land, but the magnitude of the task has evidently
frightened our contemporary from finishing his
calculation, for we only learn that the winter’s
snowfall in = Switzerland is worth “a million

pounds per inch” and he has omitted to measure
out the number of inches and follow this process
by the very interesting multiplication :—

The real founders of all the famous winter
resorts in Switzerland were Englishmen errant,
who could not be sure of a regular supply of
snow and ice in their own country and so took
their winter holidays in a land where tobogan-
ning could be made the most thrilling of pas-
times——with that element of personal peril which
is the spice of sport,

Thanks to these pioneers, the winter’s snow-
fall is worth, say, a million pounds an inch to
Switzerland and the Scandinavian countries.
This economic truth should be borne in mind by
the intelligent foreigner when he is moved to
declare that the principal achievement of the
English is to have taught the world innumerable
ways of wasting time. Tt is something to have
shown how much wealth and health is contained
in a pinch of snow!

But it is a pity that we cannot establish
some of these winter sports in our own island.
There are districts in the Highlands where rain
falls only in the form of snow for three or four
months, and the facilities for toboganning and
ski-running are excellent.  Why not make a start
in 1927,

POTTED WISDOM.

Learn to front the world bravely—everybody
tosses a brick at a dog who hangs his head.

A machine can do most any work a man can
do nowadays, but a machine can never think.
* ok
An ounce of performance is worth a ton of
complaint,
EE
If you don’t appreciate yourself no one will
appreciate you.
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GOLDERS. GREEN : Newly furnished BEDROOM
to let in modern private house. 16/- weekly. No
meals. Gas fire.—'Phone : Speedwell 4067, after
5 p.m.

PRIVATE ENGLISH FAMILY offer good home to

Students or business people. Convenient for Swiss
Mercantile School, 2d. fare, 'bus or tvubc. Dou]:zle
or single room ; terms moderate. Near Warwick

Ave. tube and 6 and 18 ’buses.—44, Sutherland Ave.,
W.9. 'Phone : Maida Vale 2895.

TO LET, a charming unfurnished 1st floor Flat,
Uxbridge Rd., W.12. ’Bus at the door. Two large
bed, 1 sitting, bathroom and kitchen, use of garden and
tennis. Rent £110p.a.—A. N, c/o * Swiss Observer "
23, Leonard St., E.C.2.

TO LET, Uxbridge Road, well-furnished 1st floor
Bedroom ; facing large garden ; private house. 21/-
per week.—B. B., c/o ‘ Swiss Observer,” 23, Leonard
St., E.C.2.
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