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SWISS RIFLE ASSOCIATION.

On Thursday, the 17th November, at 8 p.m.,
pie fourth Annual Banquet and Ball of the Swiss
Rifle Association was held, at the Union Helvetia,
Gerrard Place. About 160 members and their
friends and some fifteen guests sat down to an
enjoyable dinner, the Swiss Minister, M.. C. R.
Paravicini, being in the chair.

The culinary part of the programme having
been clone full justice to, the toast "The King,"
followed by that to Switzerland, was given by M.
Paravicini and enthusiastically honoured by the
audience, who sang the respective anthems with a

full-throated and hearty vigour.
The Swiss Minister, M. Paravicini, then rose

and in a humorous little speech in which he re-
ferrcd to a Chinese diplomat who, upon being
asked fo make a speech, remarked that he Was

rather a poor hand at the game as after dinner
speeches had been abolished in his country 2,000
years ago, wished the Swiss Rifle Association every
success and expressed the hope that the speeches
following his should inot take longer than five
minutes. Pie also extended a welcome to National
Councillor Ceglio, who. was. present.

M. Paravicini was. followed by the President
of the Swiss R.A., Mr. Chas. Strubin, wno gave
a short reszme of the Association's activities dur-
ing 1927. He congratulated the successful com-
Petitors in this year's matches, and said that they,
by their example, had encouraged those who were
less fortunate, amongst whom he had, unfortunately,
also to count himself. Being limited to a speech
of five minutes' duration he was, he remarked, pre-
vented from giving the full results and would there-
fore content himself with the statement that the
Swiss Rifle Association had done very well during
the season. Pie hoped it would continue to do so,
and expressed every good wish for its future wel-
fare. lie also mentioned that the membership, al-
though slowly, was increasing, and that the interest
of members and competitors alike was as keen as

ever. The number of competitors for the season's

match, as well as for the final " Shoot," was larger
than on the two previous occasions and the results
everything that could be desired.

Mr. Strubin then thanked M. Paravicini, the
Honorary President of the S.R.A., for honouring
the banquet with Iiis presence, and alluded in
grateful terms to the keen interest M. Paravicini
had always taken in the Association's welfare.

Pie next extended a cordial welcome to the
representatives of the Borough of Wandsworth
Rifle Glub, Alderman Mills, ex-Mâyor of the Bor-
ough, and Councillor Edwards, whom they Were
happy to see amongst them on that night. IPe

emphasised that the relations existing between the
Wandsworth Rifle Club and the Swiss Rifle Associ-
ation had always been of the most friendly kind
and expressed the hope that they would continu?
to be- so.-

Pie then went on to say that M. Paravicini
bad kindly presented a Swiss Army Rifle to the
Association and that this good example was fol-
lowed by M. de Bourg, Secretary of Legation,
who had given another. Both gifts were highly
appreciated and accepted with thanks.

Further gratifying news was heard when Mr.
Strubin announced that Mrs. Cusi, in memory of
her late husband, fiad presented the S-.R.A. with
a considerable sum of money with the wish that
it should be placed to the credit of a special loan
fund. Incidentally, the President mentioned that
it had been Mr. C-usi's dearest wish that the S.R.A.
should be present at the Tir Federal—which takes
place at Bellinzona in 1929—with its own flag, and
that he (the President) hoped this might be pos-
sible. (It Would have been a graceful act of
homage to the memory of the donor and late mem-
her if those present had then risen for a moment
in his honour.)

At this point the Swiss Triple Quartette ren-
d.er-ed a few songs -under the able conductorship
of M. Rod. Gaillard, which were much appreci-
ated, These in turn were followed by a song given
by Miss Stella Cavalli and a duet by this lady
and ,M. Rod. Gaillard.

: The " Guests " toast was proposed by Mr. J.
C. Wetter, who extended the S.R.A.'s welcome to
them. Councillor Edvyards in his own name and
that of Alderman Mills, ex-Mayor of the Borough
of Wandsworth, expressed the pleasure it gave
them in finding themselves that night amongst
the members of the S.R.A., with whom the W.R.C.
had on more than one occasion measured its
strength in friendly rivalry. He laid emphasis on
the feelings of goodwill and respect which existed
between their respective rifle teams and which they
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in Wandsworth entertained for the Swiss generally.
He also conveyed the regrets of Sir Henry Jack-
son, the Mayor of the Borough of Wandsworth,
who, owing to a prior engagement, had found it
impossible to be present..

The following guests attended.;—jMr. A. de
Bourg, First Secretary of Legation ; Alderman
Mills, Wandsworth Borough Rifle Club, ex-Mayor
of Wandsworth : Councillor Edwards, Wands -
Worth Borough Council ; Mr. Jobin,- for the City
Swiss Club ; Mr. A. Stahelin,. fpr the Swiss Mer-
candle Society ; Mr. A. Biuchi, Flon. Secretary
Unione Ticinesc ; Mr. E. Ritzman, Hon. Treas.
Swiss Choral Society ; E. Block,. Sjyiss Gymnastic
Society ; Mr. Louis Pacbe, for the Schweizer-
bund; Mr. Finger, Union Helvetia ; Mr. Domeisen,
-5W.W OTwrz'er. I also noticed amongst the
guests the Hon. Vice-President of the Swiss
Rifle Association, Mr. De Brunner, who has, in
former years, been so prominent in that Society.

Mr. Edwards was followed by State Councillor
Ceglio, of the Ticino, who, in a. speech full of
ardent patriotism, thanked the Swiss R.A. and its
President for the opportunity they: had given him
to attend a festive gathering of his countrymen in
London, whose moral and spiritual value
the Fatherland he extolled. He. was particularly
moved, he continued, at the flattering, and afiec-
donate references which were made to his 'engerer
Landsmann,' M. Giuseppe Motta, the President of
the Swiss Confederation, and he would tell the
latter when he was next in Bern of-the sentiments
of esteem and affection in which he was held by
the Swiss Colony in London. He lifted his glass
to the prosperity of ' La Patrie ' and to M. Para-
vicini, the Swiss Minister.

The Minister replied in a few witty sentences,,
the gist of which was that, in view of Mr. Ceglio's
speech his previous allusion to Chinese customs rc-
lat'ing to after-dinner speeches sounded out of
place. He was very often credited with good
ideas whereas these, if the truth were told, not
infrequently originated in the heads of his staff
wh-o modestly allowed their " beloved Chief " to
take the credit for them. He had,- for instance, to
admit that the idea of offering a rifle, to the Swiss
Rifle Association emanated from M. de Bourg, and
it was lucky for him that this gentleman did not
himself give two for he (the Minister) in order
not to he outdone would in that case have had to
give three. (Loud laughter.) He complimented Mr.
Strubin on the successful evening, but added jocu-
1-arly that while he was an excellent President he
could not shoot.

" The Ladies, God bless them," were pro-
p-osed by Mr. J. Haesler in a witty speech which
evoked a good deal of hilarity—not least amongst
the objects of his peroration, which from mere
man's point of vi-eW, must have been highly gratify-
ing to him.

The rest of the night was given up to Terpsi-
chore and dancing and kept up into the small
hours of the morning, thus bringing a highly
successful and enviable function to an end.

In all over 180 prizes were distributed, the
following being the principal winners :—300-yds.
Season Competition.—1st, E. R. Flirt ; 2nd, J. C.
Wetter ; 3rd, E. Brullhard. 100-yds'. Season com-
petition.—1st, J. C. Wetter : 2nd, S. De Vincenti ;

3rd, A. Lamp-art. 300-vds. Skill Competition.—1st,
A. Lampart ; 2nd, C. O. Brullhard ; 3rd, P. Plil-
fik-cr. 100-yds. Skill Competition.—-1st, II. P.
Holliger ; 2nd, Alfred Schmid ; 3rd, P. Hilfiker.
300-yds. Handicap.—1st, G. Burger ; 2nd, Alfred
Schmid ; 3rd, O. Brullhard. 100-yds. Handicap.—
1st, II. Holliger ; 2nd, G. Burger ; 3rd, J. C.
Wetter. Ladies' Competition.—Winner, Mrs. Lam-
part. Boys' Competition.—Master G. Burger.

The catering was in the able hands of M. and
Mclme. Rossier, who deserve a special word of j
thanks for looking so well after our material wel- j

fare and for the very efficient service they gave
US.

If I might make a suggestion it is that func-
tionis of this size may in future be held in more
spacious places as the hall at the Union Helvetia
was uncomfortably overcrowded, which detracted
somewhat from an otherwise thoroughly enjoyable
and pleasant evening. E.A.D.

SWISS CHILDREN IN LONDON.

We Swiss, in London since many years, all
know that there is a peculiar problem which arises
fatally in all Swiss families settled long, enough in
this country—the problem of their phildreh. It is
not my intention to examine this difficult question
to-day ; I simply point out to .all. our. staunch
compatriots that there is .at hapd.$ .special oppor-
tunity of encouraging some of these very Swiss
children, a 'group which for years has endeavoured
to keep up a link between themselves, built jqn a
common faith and a common love for Switzerland.

For two, and a hajfyeays. these .Qittle ones of
the Swiss Sunday School have met together month- ;

lyy. in happy afternoon gatherings. They have |
worked together, helped by devoted teachers,, pre-
paring faithfully, even with enthusiasm, for a far-
off opportunity.' „..jv® ?.-Ûc-CÎ.

And now it, has come at last : it will. be. ©n
Saturday next, Dec. 3rd, at 2 p.m., in the "Foyer

Suisse," 15, Upper Bedford Place, W.C.I,, and
Madame Paravicini, fully acknowledging the value
of such an enterprise, has graciously consented to
open the Bazaar.

And if you go there and buy some of the splen-
did things, some really artistic,, many vpry useful,
and others delicious, made by the young generation
of London Swiss, or if you come there to have a
good tea or enjoy a fine entertainment, all prepared
by these youngsters, you will do a good cleed. You
will not only help materially a worthy cause, but
moreover encourage these small brothers and sisters
of yours in their love for their parents' Country.
They, will feel that their elders love them and ap-
predate their patient efforts, and it will help them
to keep alive the flame of love for Switzerland in
their hearts. This will be on your part â piece of
practical and effective patriotism. H.V.

SWISS MERCANTILE SOCIETY.
Education Department.

On Friday evening, the 18th inst., Mr. Ed-
ward Yates entertained us with a lecture on "Tower
Flill to Temple Bar," illustrated by a large number
of slides giving numerous views of old buildings,
churches, porticos, etc. He also explained the his-
tory of such places as Crosby Flail, St. Helen's
Church, Aldgate Pump, Mediaeval house signs, etc.

An assembly of over 150 listened with great
interest to the subject, of which the lecturer pos-
sesses a wide knowledge. J.C.

PUBLICATIONS
of the " Verein für Verbreitung Guter Schriften "

and "Lectures Populaires."

137. Erinnerungen einer Grossmutter, von
E. B 5d.

138. Die Verlobung in St. Domingo, von
Heinrich von Kleist öd.

138 (BE). Das Amulett, von C. F. Meyer 6d.
139. Der Schuss von der Kanzel, von

C. F. Meyer 5d.
140. Die Brücke von Rüegsau, von

Walter Laedrach vi öd.
140 (Z). Balmberg-Friedli, von Josef Reinhart 5d.
141. Mozart auf der Reise nach Prag, von

Eduard Mörike 4cl.
141 (Z). Das verlorene Lachen, von

Gottfried Keller öd.
142. Gabrielens Spitzen, von Grethe Auer öd.
142 (BE). Der Fabrikbrand, von J. U. Flütsch öd.
143. Der Laufen, von Emil Strauss 4d.
143 (BE). Der Wildheuer, von Peter Bratschi 3d.
144. Die Quelle, von Ernst Eschmann 4'd.
144 (Z). Pestalozzi, eine Selbstschau,

von Walter Guver 1/1
14ö. Don Correa, von Gottfried Keller 4'd.
145 (A). Von Frauen, fünf Erzählungen,

von Anna Burg 5d,
14G. Porzellanpeter, von Anders Heyster öd.
139. (B). Die Frühglocke—Das Ehe-Examen,

von Adolf Schmitthenner öd.
146. (B). Tante Fritzchen, von Flans Floffmann 4d.
146 (C). FIol über! Die weisse Pelzkappe. Der»,

Nachbar, von Meinrad Lienert 3d.
147. Joseph—Stephan, von

Johannes Jegerlehner öd.
147 (C). Meine Kindheit, von Jakob Stutz 6d.
148. Basil der Bucklige, von Wilhelm Sommer 4d.
148. Die Weihnachtsäpfel,

von Alfred Huggenberger* öd.
149. Geschichten aus der Provence, von

Alphonse Daudet 4d.

150 1 Joggeli eine Frau sucht,
' j Elsi, die seltsame Magd

von Jeremias Gotthelf 4d.
151. Die Hand der Mutter, von

Alfred Fankhauser öd.
152 Erinnerungen eines Kolonialsoldaten auf

Sumatra, von Ernst Piauser 4d.
153. Martin Birmann Lebenserinnerungen öd.
154. Benjamin Franklin, von J. Strebel 4d.
155. Aus Indien, von faul Burckhardt 6d.
1/1. Sous la Terreur, par A. de Vigny 1/-
1/2. La Femme en gris, par H. Sudermann 1/-
1/3. L'Incendie, par Edouard Rod 1/-
1/4. La Tulipe Noire, par Alex. Dumas 1/-
1/5. Jeunesse de Jean Jacques Rousseau

(Extraits des Confessions) 1/-
1/6. L'Ours et l'Ange, par Jean-Jacqües Porchat 1'/-
1/7. Amour Tragique, par Ernest Zahn 1/-
1/8. Colomba, par Prosper Mérimée 1/-
1/9. Des Ombres qui passent, par

Béatrice Harraden T/-
2/1. Le Légionnaire Héroïque, par B. Vallotton 6d.
2/2. Contes Extraordinaires, par Edgar Pöe 6d.
2/3. Un Véritable Amour, par Masson-Forestier 6d.
2/4. La Boutique, de l'Ancien, par L. Favre 6d.
2/5. Souvenirs de Captivité et d'Evasion, par

Robert d'Harcourt 6d.
2/6. Adventures d'un Suisse d'Autrefois, par

Y, .Thomas Platter 6d.
2/7. La Jeune Sibérienne, par Xavier .de Maistre 6d
2/8. La Fontaine d'amour, par Charles Foley 6d.
2/9. La Batelière de Postunen, par

Eugène Rambert 6d.
*Das neue Heft (Nr. 148), das der Verein für

Verbreitung guter Schriften Zürich seinen Lesern


	Swiss children in London

