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survives in certain French proposals to be dis-
cussed this month regarding definition of the actual
assistance which members are bound to give under
Article XVI. That Article binds them “ mutually
to support one another in resisting any special
measures aimed at one of their number by a
Covenant-breaking State.” Some members, re-
jecting altogether the executive and punitive
qualifications of the League, go to the other
extreme, and regard it only as a debating Chamber.
Signor Mussolini is widely regarded as contempt-
uous of the League. It is probahly truer that he
is vigorously oppoqed to the conception of it as a
super-State. The attitude of the chief Italian
representative at Geneva, Signor Scialoja, is deter-
mined in part by the fact that he contributed
actively to the drafting of the original Covenant—
deviations from which he manifestly dislikes on
his own account, independently of the instructions
which he receives from Rome. But, however widely
views may differ as to the effective power of the
League to impose penalties upon recalcitrants,
there is not really much doubt anywhere as to its
moral influence.

As regards the other side, I believe most of the
adverse articles are prompted by the fact that it is
difficult to find a place to lay one’s head at Geneva (to
quote the Hvening Standard), local hotels of second
rate are stated to charge £2 a day for a room with a
bath, when three months ago, in June, 20 francs was
paid for the same accommodation. I will not shock
the susceptibilities of my colleague “ Kyburg” by
quoting the Morning Post, whose outpourings in this
connection take an easy first, but the Daily Express
does not lag far behind, as will be seen from the
following culled from their issue of September 4th :—

The League of Nations, which is now meeting
at Geneva, proves day by day that it is merely an
empty shell. Events show that the League is
subject to every form of threat and intimidation.
The sham of it has been exposed before, but
not until Mussolini seized Corfu in open defiance,
was its emptiness completely displayed. Now
comes Spain. Whereas Mussolini flouted the
League, Spain blackmails it, and to neither has
the League an effective reply. It retains its entity
merely because (1) there are many people in it
eager to save their places ; (2) it affords opportunity
for oratory to certain statesmen who cannot find
listeners in their own countries. There is no
reason for the further existence of this innocuous
League, which can never achieve the objects for
which it was originally designed. This being so
Great Britain should not waste further time or
money on it, She should withdraw from it, and
devote herself, with her Dominions, to the strength-
ening and development of the only League of
Nations in which ‘'we should be interested,—
namely, the British Empire.

World Power Conference.

Whilst at Geneva, existing political power is to
be diluted by substituting right and common sense,
at Basle water is commandeered for creating power
in an industrial sense. The recent conference was
attended by nearly 700 engineers and technical
experts from all countries and the main object was
to reach some international understanding in regard
to the production, transport and use of energy. As
far as railway electrification is concerned, the
following report was published in The Times,
September 4th :—

The principal subject, on the agenda of the
World Power Conference at Basle for the sessions
of September 2nd and 3rd was that of railway
electrification, on which reports were presented
from most European countries, the United States,
and Japan.

Colonel E. O’Brien, the reporter for Great
Britain, dealt with the broad economic aspects of
rmlway electrification. His report stated that
even in countries where coal was cheap electrifi-
cation could effect economies in cost of locomotive
operation and maintenance of from 10 to 25 per
cent. and that a 50 per cent. increase of speed
could be effected without proportionate increase
in cost. Other economic advantages referred to,
were reduction in cost of track and station main-
tenance, generally improved conditions of operation,
and supphes of cheap current for light and power.
An important problem which has not yet been
solved is whether the electric locomotive requires
one or two men to operate it, and it is suggested
that if this question could be satisfactorily settled,
railway electrification would receive a great
stimulus.

The presence of two men on the electric loco-
motive is partly a survival of steam railway practice,
partly due to trade union prejudices, and partly to
the extreme conservatism of government officials
responsible for railway regulations. If the'services
of the second man could be dispensed with a
reduction of about 16 per cent. in locomotive
operating costs could be effected.

Mr. William S. Murray, the reporter for the
United States, gave a broad review of the situation,
His main contention was that the use of electric
energy for railway operation has fallen far behind
the use made of electricity for general require-
ments. The reform of the transport system has
not kept pace with industrial ploductlon About
80 per cent. of the electric energy produced is

absorbed by industry, the railway demand being
exceedingly small. The need of the times is for
the acceptance of a standard type of power for
railway electrification in place of the variety of
systems which represent practice at the present
time. What has been done hitherto is considered
to be a mere experiment, as upon the electrified
lines of the United States only 5 per cent. of the
total traffic tonnage is carried. The opinion was
expressed that in future the standard system of
railway operation should be high voltage direct
current and that the railway companies should
procure power from public sources.

Other reports described some existing instal-
lations, including those of the French, Dutch,
German, Swiss and Swedish railways. The report
on the electrification of the Stockholm-Gothenburg
section of the Swedish State Railways deal with a
particularly interesting installation.

Prison for Infidelity.

sSome drastic measures may be looked for in the
new Swiss Penal Code now under preparation, if the
Daily Bxpress (September 8th) has been correctly
reported.

A legal commission appointed to consider the
revision of the Swiss penal code recommends that
marital infidelity should be punished by imprison-
ment of the guilty parties for one year, in addition
to divorce.

PUBLICATIONS

of the ‘Verein fiir Verbreitung Guter Schriften”
and “ Lectures Populaires.”

No. 138. Die Verlobung in St. Domingo,

von Heinrich von Kleist ......... 5d.
No. 138 (BE). Das Amulett,

von, C: "H.. Meyer .u...isossoqevesh 6d.
No. 141. Mozart auf der Reise nach Prag,

von Eduard: Morike ............... 4d.
No. 147. Josepha—Stephan,

von Johannes Jegerlehner ...... 5d.
No. 149. Geschichten aus der Provence,

von Alphonse Daudet ............ 4d.
No. 142. Gabrielens Spitzen,

von Grethe Auer .................. 5d.
No. 143. Der Laufen

von Emil Strauss.................. 4d.

Elsi, die seltsame Magd

No. 150. {\Vie Joggeli eine Fl‘ﬂlgf sucht*

von Jeremias Gotthelf............ 4d.
Serie 1/1. Sous la Terreur,

par A. de Vigny .................. 1/-
Serie 1/2. La Femme en Gris,

par H. Sudermann 1/-
Serie 1/3. L’Incendie,

par Edouard Rod .................. 1/-
Serie 1/4. La Tulipe Noire,

par Alex: DUmias o oidewioii. 1/-
Serie 1/5. Jeunesse de Jean Jacques Rousseau

(Extraits des Confessions) ...... 1/-
Serie 1/6. L’Ours et 1’Ange,

par Jean-Jacques Porchat ...... 1/-
Serie 1/7. Amour Tragique,

par Ernest Zahn .. 1/-
Serie 2/1. Le Légionnaire Héroique,

par B. Vallotton .................. 6d.

Serie 2/2. Contes Extraordinaires,

par Edgar-Pog i i ai caiviei'n 6d.

Serie 2/3. Un Véritable Amour,

par Masson-Forestier ............ 6d.
Serie 2/4. La Boutique de ’Ancien,

par LU Faviel! :tesions v sons o 6d.
Serie 2/5. Souvenirs de Captivité et d’Evasion,

par Robert d’Harcourt 6d.
Serie 2/6. Aventures d’'un Suisse d’Autrefois,

par Thomas Platter ............... 6d.
Serie 2/7. La Jeune Sibérienne,

par Xavier de Maistre ............ 6d.

Prices include postage; in ordering, simply state
number or series, remitting respective amount (pre-
ferably in id. stamps) to Publishers, The Swiss
Observer, 23, Leonard Street, E.C.2.

* Der Basler Verein fiir Verbreitung guter
Schriften bietet in seinem 150. Heft einen Neudruck
des ersten Heftes. Den Inhalt bilden die zwei
Erzihlungen Gotthelfs: “ Elsi, die seltsame Magd”
und “Wie Joggeli eine Frau sucht.” Von keinem
der vergriffenen Hefte wurde so oft ein Neudruck
begehrt wie von diesem. Kein Wunder. Mit Recht
gelten die zwei Erziihlungen als die gelungensten
des grossen Berner Dichters. Dem Jubildumsheft
ist auch der im ersten Heft enthaltene Aufruf der
Vereinsgriinder mit deren Namen beigegeben,
eine niitzliche Mahnung zur Selbstbesinnung fiir
die Leser wie fiir die Vereinsleiter.
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QUOTATIONS from the SWISS STOCK EXCHANGES.

Horbs. Sep} 7 Sep;/;. 14
Confederation 3% 1903 ... . 79.50 80.00
5% 1917, VI Mob.Ln 10150 101.75
Federal Rallwaw 3% ‘A—K 84.15 84.15
" 1924 TV Blect. Ln. 10160 102.00
SHARES. Nom. Sept.7 Sept.14
Frs. Frs Frs.
Swiss Bank Corporation ... ... 500 802 5
Crédit Suisse.. ... 500 889
Union de Banques Suisses. . w500 675

Société pour I'Industrie Chlmlqu(, 2327

I’xbnnue Chimique ci-dev. Sandoz

Soc. Ind. pour la Schappe .. .00 1000
S.A. Brown Boveri ... ... 350
C. F. Bally 1000

Nestié & Anglo-Swiss Cond. Mk. Co. 200
Entreprises Suizer S.A.
Comp. de Navig'n sur le Lac Léman 500

Linolenm A.G. Giubiasco ... s 100

Maschinenfabrik Oerlikon .. ... 500
AN
- ANGEL HOTEL, STAINES,

= Midadx.

= Proprietor - - E. BURGE

= ate Gen

Manager of Nuthai Restavrant, Kingston).

20 Swiss & ENGLISH
BEDROOMS. CUISINE.

Special Terms for Permanent Visitors.
GARAGE. FULLY LICENSED.

5 minutes from Station and 3 minutes from River.

TeLePHONE : STAINES 156.
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PRINTING

OF

MARKET REPORTS _‘
CATALOGUES
PRICE LIST
LEAFLETS, é&c.

in Foreign Languages

2

a Speciality.

o o

Telephone : Clerkenwell 9595 L

FREDERICK PRINTING CoO. Ltd.
23, LEONARD STREET, LONDON, E.C.2.

Finest German Lager Beer
LIGHT or DARK
guaranteed pre-war standard strength
brewed & bottled by the
Schulthelss -Patzenhofer
Brauerel A.G.
BERLIN

(the worlds largest Lager Beer Brewery

Sole Agents for Great Britain and

JOHN C. NUSSLE & Co.
4, New London Street,
LONDON, E.C.3.

Phone: Royal 3649,
Single Cases supplied at Wholesale Prices.

20 Palmeira Avenue,

Pension Suisse WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA.

Highly recommended. Every comfort. Continental cuisine.
illiards. Sea fron

Phone : Southend-on-Sea 1132 Proprietress : Mis. Albrecht-Meneghelli

|| MISCELLANEOUS _ADVERTISEMEN1S ||

Not exceeding 3 lines:—Per insertion. 2/6: three insertions 5§/-
Postage extra on replies addressed clo Swiss Ohserver

ENGLISH CLERGYMAN
family life ;: home comforts; English lessons if required ;
near park and museums ; moderate terms.—Rev. C. Merk,
5, Roland Gardens, South Kensington, S.W.7.

receives Young Swiss ;

SCHWEIZERIN, 2
in Familie, zu Kindern,
deutsch, franzisisch,

-jiihrig, gesund, wiinscht Stellung

evt. auf Bureau, >.; spricht
mit guten Vorkenntnis;
lischen, Stenographie. Verrichtet alle Haus;
Kochen, Nihen, Sticken ; spielt Piano und "
tritt sofort.—Chiffre J. M., cfo. **Swiss Observer,” 23.
Leonard Street, F.C.2.

ENGLISH FAMILY desire foreign BOARDERS.
Country. Tennis; Lessons. Holiday or longer. Good
references and experienced’ teachers.—Rosemount, Whit
field, Dover.
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