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THE SWISS OBSERVER.
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dismissed the complaint against the head keeper,
who followed by the two shuffling bruins, walked
out-of the court-room.
and no doubt, the head keeper regaled his brown
friends with a choice carrot or two. They had
earned some !

Preservation of Swiss Beauty Spot.
The Times, July 14th :—

A successful attempt has been made by a group
of Swiss alpinists and nature lovers to preserve the
natural beauty of the Fafler-Alp (5,846ft.), the last
glen in the Loetschental, in Canton Valais, and to
prevent its attractions from being spoiled by the
ever-growing hotel industry.

When, in 1914, a scheme was set up for building
three bxg hotels in that remote glen, the group of
Swiss alpinists, wishing to keep the Fafler-Alp as
a sort of natural reserve, resolved to buy the place.
By agreement with the Cantonal Government and
Commune, they purchased the existing hotel
and the adjacent ground, as well as all rights
over water and springs, thus putting an end to
any attempt to build huge hotels in the valley.
They themselves either contributed or raised the
necessary capital for purchasing the place and
running the small mountain hotel, which was re-
newed but will not be enlarged. The first years
were difficult, but now things are going on
smoothly, and the profits are sufficient to pay the
interest on the capital invested. If any surplus
profits are made, they will be used for the improve-
ment of the place, as those who undertook the
purchase. do not intend to make any profit for
themselves. If nothing interferes with this in-
teresting experiment the Fafler-Alp will remain a
lonely mountain glen, and will not be invaded by
ugly modern buildings and shops.

It is just-as well to preserve some of our Swiss
beauty spots, because one never knows how long they
are going ;to last, seeing that even mountain tops
move, glaciers dwindle, and, ir short, the whole
country will become as flat as an ironing board by
and by.. (But not in your life-time, my friend, so
don’t hasten your holiday!) Read what The Times
said on July 13th.

Glacier Movements in the Alps.

The retreating movement of the Swiss Alpine
glaciers, which began in 1922, continued through-
out the year 1925. This is made clear by the
observations made by Professor P. L. Mercanton,
of Lausanne, an expert in glaciology. Snowfalls
were abundant during the preceding winter, but
they were completely ““ eaten ” by the sun during
the subsequent summer,

One example may help to show the size of this
movement. The mass of new snow reached a
depth of 7ft. on the Orny glacier at the beginning
of the summer season; the quantity of snow that
melted during the summer months reached a depth
of 18ft., so that the surface of the glacier sank by
11ft.

Out of 100 Swiss glamers observed in 1925, 19
were advancing (23 in 1924), 11 were at a stand-
still (11 in 1924),and 69 wereretreating (66 in 1924.)
The Saleinaz glacier advanced by 63ft. and the
lower Grindelwald glacier by 29ft.; on the other
hand, the Aletsch glacier retreated by 30ft., the
Allalin glacier by 30ft., the Eiger glacier by Glft,
and the upper Grindelwald glacier by 50ft.

The consequence of this rotr eating movement is
that the glaciers are now in a broken condition, cut
by deep crevaces which make them difficult and
sometimes dangerous to cross. There is every
reason to believe that this is the beginning of a
period of general retreat; if this be the case, it
will be evidence in favour of the theory that the
periodicity of the glacier movements is 35 years.
During nearly 35 years ending 1922 there was a
general advance of Alpine glaciers. It remains
to be seen whether in another 35 years we shall be
entering on another period of advance.

In The Observer of July 11th, I came across the

following ‘“ tall ” story :

The papers of the week have not had any piece
of news quite so exciting as one which I find
in The Observer of a hundred years ago. It is
given as from “a Paris paper,” and on the authority
of “Dr. James Hotham, of Morpeth, in Northum-
berland.” Dr. Hotham had just come from
Switzerland, where he had visited Mt. St, Gothard,
and made a startling discovery : —

A league from Alzoli, in the valley of
Levantina, at the bottom of a kind of cavern,
the body of a man, about thirty years of age,
was perceived, under a heap of ice, proceeding
from an avalanche. The body seemed to be
fresh, as if it had been stifled only half an hour
before.

The body, covered with a crust of ice, was taken
out and placed in warm water, from which it was
transferred to bed and treated in the manner
customary with cases of suffocation, “ by which
means animation was restored ”’ : —

‘What was the astonishment of everybody when
the individual, having recovered the use of his
faculties, declared that he was Roger Dodsworth,
son of the antiquary of the same name, born in
1629, who, returning from Italy in 1660, a year
after the death of his father, was buried under
an avalanche ?

The account goes on to sav that ¢ Mr. Dodsworth
feels a great stiffness in all his joints,” but that
“ by’ degrees they will become as flexible as before
the accident.”
Unfortunately the story (which has a striking
similarity to the motive of Mr. Well’'s ‘“ When
the Sleeper Wakes”) is left without an ending.
“If,” concludes the Paris narrative, “ Mr. Dods-
worth fully recovers, and should pass through
Lyons to return to his country after 166 years’
absence, it may be predicted that he will attract
in the highest degree the public curiosity.” But
whether he did recover, and whether he returned
as a Rip van Winkle to England, we do not learn ;
either then or (so far as I can ascertain) subse-
quently. We can only presume that if England
had a Rip van Winkle in 1826'she would not have
buried the secret in so much obscurity.
And, inserting it in these columns, I just wonder how
many of my readers will have to read it twice ere
seeing that it was originally printed over a century
ago ?
Italy and Ticino.

Daily Mail, July 12th :—

In reply to the protests in the Swiss Press

? against the alleged Fascist campaign for the return
to Italy of the Swiss canton of Ticino and against
the Italian complaints of the Germanisation of the
canton, a semi-official statement has been issued at
Rome. This communiqué says that in view of the
repeated expressions of friendship on the part
of the Italian Government the attitude of distrust
of certain members of the Swiss Government is
entirely unjustified.

Ttaly, however, maintains her right to keep a

vigilant eye on all that passes at her frontiers,

W1t is only natural,” says the communiqué,  that
we should want to know since when have numerous
Germans who have bought property on the
hills dominating Lake Maggiore acquired Swiss
citizenship.”

The argument in the last sentence of the above
is very curious and a somewhat specious one, but the
main thing is that our Ticinest are Swiss at heart and
none than they are more loyal to mother Helvetia, as
all those who know and love our beautiful Canton
south of the Gotthard know full well. I fancy the
Italians would have a tough job, if they tried to
assimilate the Ticino. Relationship of culture and
language is one thing, political relationship is
another.

“RIMEMBRANZE.”

SERATE D1 LucLio,

Lunghe serate placide d’estate, non sarete mai
pilt che ricordi cari, sogni deliziosi; memorie di
rose sfogliate. . . .

Serate senza luna, ombre d’alberi, di cespugli
fieriti, appena delineati nell’oscurita della notte

. calma perfetta di natura fresca ed odorosa
dopo una giornato d’un sole brucciante.. . . scrafa
oscura, parco fitto di frondami da sembrar fantasmi,
fontana famigliare dal zampillo d’acqua fresca ¢
purissima, panchina di sasso ove ci attardavame
di sera, sedute, colla testa riposante contro il murc
di casa, in dolce rapimento, contemplando
tiche, un firmamento di un color turchino meravig-
lioso, eostellato  di una miriade di *vivide
facelle,” stelle filanti, via lattea che attraversavi
vaporosa ed inser nmblle quellimmensita di una

superba  bellezza . . . oh no, non ritornerete
giammai !
La vita, tutta un’esistenza mi si apriva . ..

e contemplavo “allora™ in voi . . . tutto un
avvenire io studiavo, scrutinavo in voi, in quelle
serate sublimi, senza luna, calme, placide e belle,
seduta sulla panchina di s so, colla testo reclinata,
poggiato al muro di “casa’

Si beveva a pieni polmom quell’aria imbal-
samata dall’odor delle rose mescolato a quello del
gelsomino, del caprifoglio e delle magnolie. . . .

L’occhio vagava e rincorreva le lucciuole che
ingemmavano il giardino, chiamate dal caldo e
dalla fragranza dei fiori; apparenti, sparenti: in-
icerte e come stupite d’esistere; luccichio verde oro,
un po stella, un po fuoco fatuo da sembrar lumicini
delle streghe. . . .

Ero giovane allora; ero sicura d’esserlo sempre
e bevevo a gran sorsi quella soavita di solitudine
piena di un’intima melodia; quelle vibrazioni molte-
pliche di natura notturna che rendono sonoro cias-
cun atomo del silenzio. . . .

Tanti mai anni son passati dopo quel tempo,
e cerco, in una dolce serata estiva di soverchiar
Taltre lontane . .

Ricordandole, ho nel cervello immagini di luce,
infinito moltiplicarsi di stelle nel cielo di luglio.
¢ ciascuna ha un suo modo di guardare, di palpimrc,
di splendere, . . .

E. Luxcur-Rezzoxico.

during the hot weather
drink of these excellent
SWISS WINES, viz
Dezaley ... .. .. 48/-doz.
Johannisberg ... .. 50/ .
Doéle Red Valais . 57/
W. WETTER, 67, Grafton St., Fitzroy Sq., W.1

as mpuhed from London stock by
(Carriage Paid for London,)

TO KEEP COMFORTABL

White Neuctiatel 46/- doz,
54 =

ed P
Valais Fendant

QUOTATIONS from the SWISS STOCK EXCHANGES.

Bikbs. Jhlgl.‘% Ju}g 0
Confederation 3% 1903 ... 80.75
5% 1917, VIII Mob. Ln 102.25 102.25
Federal Rallwn}s 3%% ‘A—K 84.05 84.87
» . 1924 IV Elect. Ln. 102.87 102.87
SHARES. Nom. July13 July20
Frs, Frs. Frs.
Swiss Bank Corporation ... w500 737
Crédit Suisse.. ... 500 814
Union de Banques Suisses... e D00 650
Société pour I'Industrie Chimique 1000 2900
Fabrique Chimique ci-dev. Sandoz 1000 3475
Soc. Ind. pour la Scha.ppe 1000 2900
S.A. Brown Boveri . e .. 330 514
C. F. Bally ... 1000 1212
hestle&Analo Swiss Cond. Mk. Co. 200 487
Entrepnses Sulzer 8.A. 1000 1022
Comp. de Navig'n sur le Lac Léman 500 565
Linoleum A.G. Giubiasco ... ... 100 91
Maschinenfabrik Oerlikon .. ... 500 770
0000000000000 LS

“Ben faranno i Pagan
Purgatorio C. xiv. Dan
“Venir se ne dee gi

SOUFFLE tra’ miei Meschi
LONDON Dante. Inferno. C. a2

Established over 50 Years.

PAGANI'S

RESTAURANT

GREAT PORTLAND ST, LONDON, W.i

Telephone Numbers :
MUSEUM 4302 (Fisitors)
MUSEUM (Office

Telegrams :
WESDO,

LINDA MESCHINI 1 solo Proprictors,

ARTHUR MESCHINT
S0 A
E e

ANGEL HOTEL, STAINES,
Middx.
Proprietor - - - E. BURGE

(late General Manager of Nuthall's Restaurant, Kingston).

20 Swiss & ENGLISH
BEDROOMS. CUISINE.

Special Terms for Permanent Visitors.
GARAGE. FULLY LICENSED.
5 minutes from Station and 3 minutes from River.

TeLerHONE : STAINES 156.

Bl T T

20 Palmeira Avenue,

Pension Suisse WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA.

Highly recommended. Every comfort.
Billiards.  Sea front

Phone : thend 1132 Proprietress: Mrs. Albrecht g

Continental cuisine.

Publications by
THE SWISS NATIONAL TOURIST OFFICE

$38338328333323332;

Swiss Pocket Atlas - - -

34 pages Demy 8vo on stout Manilla.

Showing G hical Confi ion-Standard and narrow

gauge Railways—Postal Car Routes and Steamer Stations—
Roads, Footpaths and in particular the Alpine regions.

2/8

Pocket Atlas for the Automobilist 2/8
48 pages Demy 8vo in linen cover.
Showing all the Motor Routes with distances, heights, etc.

To be obtained, post free against remittance, from
The Swiss Observer, Leonard Street London, E.C. 2.

9823048820003%
$34

Finest German Lager Beer
LIGHT or DARK
guaranteed pre-war standard strength
brewed & bottled by the

Schultheiss -Patzenhofer
Brauerel A.G.
BERLIN

(the worlds largest Lager Beer Brewery
Sole Agents for Great Britain and
Baport :

JOHN C. NUSSLE & Co.
4, New London Street,
LONDON, E.C.3.

Phone: Royal 3649,
Single Cases supplied at Wholesale Prices.

|| MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMEN1S H

Not exceeding 3 lines:—Per insertion, 2/6: three insertions 5/-
Postage extra on replies addressed clo Swiss Observer

PEACEHAVEN

has a Sea Front of unique natural beauty, and being
backed by the 'glorious Sussex Downs, this resort is
ideal for a most restful and invigorating holiday.

It is a Mecca for lovers of walks, only 12 min. ’bus
ride from Newhaven and, 30 min. from Brighton,
offering the most exhxleratmg 'bus journey along the
high cliffs of the South. Coast.

Comfortable Apartments, with or without board, fur-
nished, cosy Bungalows in abundance for week-ends,
weekly and ‘monthly “stays
AT MODERATE PRICES TO SUIT ALL PURSES.

For full information and guidance please write, stat-
ing requirements, to J. Walser,” 16, Firle Road,
Peacehaven, Sussex.
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