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THE SWISS OBSERVER.

March 28, 1925,

Swiss compaltriots, is published in the New Leader
by Bertrand Russcll:

We are apt to think that, for careful measure-
ments, it is better to use a steel rod than a live
ccl.  This is a mistake. To an observer in a
suitable state of motion the cel would appear
as rigid as the rod does to us, while the rod
would appear to be constantly wriggling.

New Tunnel through the Alps.

The Times (10th March):

Shortly before the war the possibility of boring
a tunnel under the Eastern Alps to establish
railway connection between Italy and stern
Switzerland and Bavaria was widely discussed
both in Switzerland and Italy. Two schemes
had been drawn up, the one providing for a
tunnel under the Greina Pass, linking the Grisons
with the St. Gothard line, the other for a tunnel
under the Spliigen Pass, linking the Grisons with
Chiavenna and Lake Como.

The Greina tunnel, which would have been
entirely on Swiss territory, had no interest for
the Ttalians.  The idea of the Spliigen tunnel,
with its northern entrance in Switzerland and
its southern entrance in TItaly, did not appeal
to the Italian Nationalists, while it was not
viewed with much sympathy by those in Switzer-
land who thought that Italy was aiming at the
conquest of the Swiss cantons, Grisons and Ticino.
The war put an end to all conversations on this
subject between Switzerland and Italy. The
question is now coming up again, but the Italians
are planning a new railway line which would
run on Italian territorv and pass under the
Stelvio Pass, so as to link the Valtellina with
Northern Tirol.  Should that scheme be com-
pleted, the railway traffic from Southern Ger-
many to Italy might be diverted to the Italian
Stelvio line instead of passing by the St. Got-
hard line. It is with the idea of retaining

at least a part of that traffic that the Ticino and

Grisons cantons are again contemplating the pos-
sibility of boring a tunncl which would link up
Bavaria and the Vorarlberg with Grisons, and
Ticino with Milan on the other.

~ The Spliigen scheme, which would connect
Thusis, on the Rhactian Railways, with Chia-
venna, calls for the construction of 55 miles of
railroad ascending to a height of 3,398 feet, and
for the boring of several tunnels, the aggregate
length of which would be 29 miles, the longest
—the Spligen tunnel-—measuring over 15 miles.
On both sides the maximum gradient would be
1 in 4, and the total cost would reach at least
£12,000,000, and would necessitate the expendi-
ture by Switzerland of an additional sum of
£1,200,000 on fortification works.

The Greina scheme provides for the construc-
tion of 64 miles of railroad connecting llanz,
on the Rhaetian Railways, with Biasca, on the
St. Gothard line. The construction of this line,
which would reach a height of 2,700 feet, with
11 gradiants of 1 in 20 on the northern side and
maximum gradiants of 1 in 5 on the southern
side, would involve the boring of many tunnels
totalling 17 miles, the longest of which, the
Greina tunnel, would be 13 miles long. The
total cost would be £11,200,000.

As Italy does not seem to take any interest in
the construction of the Spliigen line, and as the
Greina scheme is too expensive, a new scheme
has been drawn up for the construction of a
tunnel under the San Bernardino Pass, linking
Thusis with Bellinzona by means of a narrow-
gauge railway which already exists between Bel-
linzona and Mesocco. This scheme, which would
only involve an expenditure of £1,000,000, would
involve the construction of a line from Thusis
to Mesocco (38 miles), with a tunnel of 3 1-6
miles under the San Bernardino. The Swiss
Federal Council granted a concession for the
construction of this line in 1922, and it is ob-
vious that this new railroad would establish
good and rapid communication between Grisons
and Ticino and further south with Milan. It
is considered that the necessary funds could
easily be raised, as it is alrcady certain that
the Swiss Federal Government and the Cantonal
Governments of Grisons and Ticino would sub-
sidize the undertaking to the extent of nearly
£400,000.  This scheme has strong supporters
both in Grisons and Ticino, and it is likely
that a decision will shortly be taken to put
it into execution.

I seldom turn to the Zconomist without finding
some comfort, on the same principle as led me to
get my hunger satisfied, in my early meagrely-
salaried London days, by standing outside a
sausage-and-mashed shop in Bishopsgate watching
the brown fellows and the nicely cut onions sizzle
just inside the window, and envying carmen and
other * humble folk not wearing black coats” who
could enter the magic door and, presumably, do
themselves rather well.  Even to-day I never pass
that way without glancing towards that shop, and
even thinking of it makes me feel hungry! Well,
talking of the comfort I find in the KEconomist,
there are reports of fat dividends, assets, etc.,
and this week (14th March) an article dealing
with the—

EUROPEAN & GENERAL EXPRESS CO. L™

(Managing Directors: H. Siegmund and E. Schneider-Hall)
The Oldest Swiss Forwarding Agency in England,
15, POLAND STREET, LONDON, W.1.

UMZUGE — GEPACK holen wir iiberall ab.
Aufmerksame Bedienung. Méassige Preise.

Forward through us to and from Switzerland your Household Furniture (in our own Lift Vans),
Luggage, Private Effects, Merchandise.

DEMENAGEMENTS — BAGGAGES enlevés et
expédiés partout Service attentionné.
Prix raisonnables.

Swiss Monetary System.

Although the unification of the Swiss monetary
system goes back more than three-quarters of a
century, there has hitherto been a conspicuous
lack of documentary matter dealing with the
subject. The decision of the National Bank of
Switzerland to publish a complete and authori-
tative description of the svstem, its history, and
its ramifications will therefore be welcomed.
The Federal Constitution of 1848 laid down
the principle of unification in the national cur-
rency system, which was partially put into prac-
tice two years later. The year 1865 was the
next important landmark, Switzerland then sign-
ing the first Convention of the so-called Latin
Union, which also included Belgium, France,
and Ttaly. Although the principle of a sole
note-issuing authority was laid down after a
period of controve by a constitution article
in 1891, the National Bank of Switzerland was
not, in fact, constituted before October, 1905.
The present treatise will be found an invaluable
work of reference for all students of European
monetary systems.

Swiss Nurses’ Society.

Nursing Mirror (7th March):—

The vogue of forming nursing societies is ex-
tending—and rightly so—all over the world.
Switzerland is, we learn, one of the latest coun-
tries to found a new nurses’ association. This
is called the * Alliance Su des Gardes Ma-
lades,” and it has a committee of eleven mem-
bers, two of whom are doctors, five female nurses,
and a male nurse, and one a hospital director.
Nurses of either sex are eligible for membership,
provided that they have completed a course of
three years’ general training.

And everybody who knows anything about the
difficult and arduous dutics of nurses, the great

>

sacrifices they  bear almost without exception in

the course of their work, and the cheerful, wonder-
ful spirit which animates most of them, will wish
that organisation great success.

The Glories of the Alps.

Memories of the late Mr. Georges Dimier’s
wonderful lectures are awakened by the following
from the Catford, Lee and Lewisham [ournal ot
March 13th:—

A lecture, brimful of information and illus-
trated by a wonderful series of lantern slides,
was given by the well-known principal of Christ’s
College, Blackheath, Mr. Arthur C. Wire, B.A.
(London), F.R.G.S., at the college. The subject
was: “Five Weeks in the High Alps The
photographs, as was explained by Dr. Peter
Cooper, who presided, were all taken by Mr,
and Wire during a tour in Switzerland.
The lecture, which took nearly two hours to
deliver, had not progressed far before it was
recognised that the photographs, many of which
have been coloured, form a wonderful and
unique collection. Many are productions of great
beauty. In the use of the camera, Mr. Wire
betrayed no less skill than he showed throughout
in his word pictures of the wonderful scenery
of Switzerland. Confessing that the photographs
were taken rather as reminiscences of a holiday
than for the purposes of a lecture, he remarked
at the outset that Switzerland was now only
seven hours by air and 24 by rail and boat from
this country. Explaining that they made Basle,
with its tomb to Erasmus, their starting point,
he related that they went on to Murren, the
highest village, a delightful spot for a restful
holiday. It consisted of one street, along which
arc hotels, shops, and the dark-brown wooden
houses so characteristic of Switzerland. IHe gave
the whole itinerary of their tour.

Mr. Wire told his audience that he did not
propose to remain long in the towns. Tlis
descriptions of the mountains, valleys, gorges and
glaciers were full of fascination. Ilis keen eve
for the wonderful things in nature made them
all the more interesting. The beauty of the
alpine glow tinging the mountain tops, the 3
different species of wild flowers found in one
given locality, the valleys and the waterfalls,
how the water acted as a saw on the great rock
surfaces, and some geological changes that had
played their part in the wonderful economy of
nature are typical of the points with which he
dealt.

The Swiss, he declared, are an industrious and
hard-working race. It was seldom that they saw

a boy or girl idle.  Even tiny children made
lace. It was quite a common thing to scc a
grandmother, her daughter and grandchild all
sitting outside their cottage home making lace.
In the economy of nature, too, he showed that
the avalanches, often occurring with disastrous
results to life and property, were necessary to
Switzerland. A keen observer of the moods of
nature, Mr. Wire had a great deal to say regard-
ing the weather on the mountains and in the
valleys and in relation to the obscuring mists.
One of his most striking photographs was taken
amid the peaks with the mist filling the valley
and, as it were, lashing like a sca the mountain
sides.  He observed that, as Manfred said—

The mists boil up around the glaciers; clouds

Rise curling fast beneath me, white and sul-
phury,

Like foam from the roused ocean of deep hell.

“We come to the conclusion,” said Mr. Wire,
“that the mists still rise as thev did in Byron's
day.”  And there were other literary refe
from Gocethe, Ruskin, and so on. e described
the cows as being most friendly, and provided
a little amusement by a slide showing M
Wire attempting to induce one of these affable
animals, met at a high altitude, to eat a choco-
late.  The pictures taken beyond the snowline
—two in a snowstorm and others on the glaciers
——and some in the mountain passes, were delight-
ful.  There was one of the Matterhorn, “{lying
its flag,” as it was called, or banner cloud—a
wonderful cloud cffect, and in dealing with the
Matterhorn, Mr. Wire showed how the apparent
steepness ol a mountain peak is largely accounted
for by perspective, It was not only the pheno-
mena of the mountains and of the valleys with
which he dealt, but also with that of the lakes,
and the tremendous depth of these. For instance,
he showed that the Lake of Lucerne is ten times
as deep as the North Sea at its deepest point.
He referred little to the better known parts, but
for tourists generally advised that the Swiss
mountains should never be attempted without a
guide, a connection in which he spoke of some
of the perils of mountaineering.

At the conclusion thanks were expressed to
Mr. Wire on behalf of the audience by the
Chairman, who complimented him upon the lec-
ture and the most magnificent photographs that
he had ever seen.

A Swiss to praside over the Port of Danzig.

The Star (14th March):—

The Council of the League of Nations chose
General de Loes (Switzerland) as president of
the port of Danzig. y

Danzig was taken from Germany in favour of
the Allies, who undertook to set up a free city
under the protection of the Leaguc.

What price the Swiss Navy now ?

UNION HELVETIA CLUB,

1, Gerrard Place, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.1.
Telephone: REGENT 5392,

30 Bedrooms. 45 Beds.
SUISSE CUISINE, CIGARS AND WINES.
Luncheons & Suppers @ prix fixe or d la carte at Moderate Prices.

Every Wednesday from 7 o'clock
SOIREE HASENPFEFFER combined with a Dance.

Thé Dansant combined with Concert each Sunday Afternoon.
BILLIARDS. SKITTLES.

Large and small Halls with Stage. available for Concerts,
Dinners, Wedding Parties, etc.

Membership Fee: One Guinea per annum.
New Members welcome. The Clubhouse Committee.

OSCAR WEIDELI,

Hairdressing Saloon,
6, Old Compton St. (2 doors from Charing Cross Rd.)

Best Brands of Cigars and Cigarettes.

MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS ”

Not exceeding 3 lines:—Per insertion. 2/6: three insertions, §/-
Postage extra on replies addressed ¢o Swiss Observer

BOARD - RESIDENCE, superior English family;
assistance in learning English, if required; near War-
wick Avenue Tube, No. 6 'bus.—44, Sutherland Avenue,
Maida Vale, W.9.
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