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H HOME NEWS

The Swiss Customs receipts for the vear 1924
are semi-olficially stated to be about 205 million
francs, against 183 millions in the previous period.

* ¥k Ok

Disturbances took place on Sunday (Jan. 11th)
in Schwyz, when the result of the popular decision
as regards the erection ol a cantonal administration
hall became known.  The capital of the canton was
the only district which recorded a large majority
in favour of the proposal: the people of the
capital did not accept the verdict of the majority
without molesting and penalising those that were
known to have been on the opposite side: mock
songs and epithets were the reward of those oppos-
ing the scheme, and a large number of windows
were smashed.

* ok ok

Motor-cars are to he barred in the canton of the
Grisons, although for the last two vears trathe in
a limited degree has been allowed. The voting
last: Sunday showed a very small majority againsi
the oflicial proposal to open the cantonal  roads
generally to motor tralthe, the only districts in
favour being the resorts visited by tourists, such as
St. Moritz, Davos, Celering, and Arosa: Chur, the
cantonal capital, recorded o majority of two to one
- favour.  The remaarkable part in o connection
with this rejected Bill is the fact that the Federal
Counctl, in pursuance ol constitutional powers, can
roads to motor traffic.

*

\ financial scandal is at present exercising the
iinds ol the Lucerne people. The two college
foumdations  St. Michacl and  St. Leodegar, t
former Tounded in 1036 and the latter in 1455, are
said to have lost Frs. 400,000 in consequence of
speculations in exchange which the chancellor in-
dulged in, with a view of increasing the funds
i order to meet the higher cost of living ol the
prehendaries.

open some ol th carterial

* kK
Zurich is to have a zoological garden il the
project formulated at a preliminary meeting, held
a few davs ago, s capable ol realisation.
x K X
ive build-

It is veported that Targe administre
mges for housing Customs ollicials are being erected
by the  French authorities in the  Free  Zones
districts, near Annemasse, Gex and other places.
This news has cansed some surprise, as the Zones
ol course, sull sub judice.

* Kk

The American pastor James Good,
number ol vears conducted an Fnglish
the Zurich cathedral during the summer months,
has bequeathed  Frs. 40,000 for the purpose of
continuing these services.

dispute s,
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service in
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Dr. Camille Decoppet died  suddenly. as the
result ol stroke, on Wednesday (Jan. Thhy in
Berne at the age of 63, Born in Suscevaz, he

stuclied Taw and “subsequently opened an ofhice in

Lausanne. e ook o prominent part in the can-

tonal polities of Vaud untit 1912, when he was
clected to the Federal Conneil. At the outhreak
of the war he was in charge of the Military
Department, and - Federal President in 19160 he

vetired in 1919 to
of the International
held at the

tuke up the post ol Director
Postal Union, which he
his death.

siitl
time of

EXTRACTS FROM SWISS PAPERS.

La population du canton dz Gendve en 1924
Les chifires du recensement cantonal de 1924 vien-
nent ’étre ¢ablis. La population de notre canton
a cncore diminué  pendant Pannde qui vient de
couler.  Cependant, cette diminution est beau-
conp moins forte que celles constatées précédem-
ment: clle n'est que de 1524 habitants.

Le recensement de 1924 a porté sur un total
de 162,440 habitants (1923: 164,964), se décompo-
st comme suit: 27,358 Genevois (-F79): 61,119
Conlédérés (——192) et 44,963 Etrangers (- 1411
population suisse n’a donc perdu en 1924
que 115 habitants, par contre la population éuran-
gére enregistre un déchet de 1411 habitants, pour
la plupart rancais et italiens.

Voici Ta répartition de la population: Genevois,
30,Luo; Confédérés, 57,40y et Litrangers 27,500,

Les ¢léments étrangers appartiennent & 31 na-

§°¢

tions.  La France est au premier rang avec 22,
ressortissants  (en diminution de 1205 sur 19:
puis viennent les Italiens, au nombre de 138
(—386): les allemands au nombre de 2842 (—1
le quatricme rang est occupé par la Russie, 115
(—122). Signalons encore que la Grande-Bretagne,
993 (-+-49) occupe le cinquitme rang: que Amérique
60 (< 14) st classée sivietme et qu'enfin, on ne
compte que 9 ressortissants du Lichtenstein.

La Ville de Gentve compte 51,196 habitants
(- 806 Plainpatais, L7174 (—479): LFaux-Vives,
19,103 (- -168): Petit-Saconnex, 15,008 (-+65) ct

Carouge 7749 (——285).  Le total de 'agglomération
wrbaine donne done 126,880 habitants, en diminu-
tion de 1675 sur le chifire du recensement de 1923,
La rive gauche (communes rurales) a 24,360 hal
tants, la rive droite 12,200, soit & trés peu pros
Lo moiti¢: mais tandis qu’on note une augmentation
de 157 sur la premicre, la deuxieme, par contre,
a vu e nombre de ses habitants diminuer de 6.
3 dans le canton 72,765 hommes: le nombre
des femmes s¢leve a0 90,677,
72,477 personnes, soit le 44
professent la religion catholique: 86,241 (le 52,804)
la religion protestante: le reste de la population,
4722 personnes, appartient aux autres confessions.
Le nombre des ménages du canton s’¢léve &
H0, 124 X
Notre population revient & peu prés au niveau
de celle du recensement de 1911 qui avait donné
165,667 habifants, mais avee une grande diflérence
dans la composition.  Le nombre des Genevois, en
1924, est de 8942 supéricur & celui constaté en
1911 chez les Conléddrés, la ditiérence est encore
plus Torte, nous comptons 17,791 compatriotes des
autres cantons de plus en 1924 qu'en 1911, Le
nombre des Frangais a fortement 3¢

304 de la population

diminué, 22395
aie liea des 88,846 qui hahitaient Geneve avant la
auerre. Les Traliens,  les Allemands, ete., sont
¢galement moins nombreux actuellement. e nombre
total des étrangers en 1911 était de 68,923 ceux
qui sont a Geneve actuellement sont au nombre de
14,963 c’est done plns du tiers qui nous a quittc.
(Courrier de Geneoe.)

Edelsteine in Graubiinden Der Geolog Dr. Rud.
Staub, der im Valle d"Arbedo Rubine eatedekt hat,
ist auch in Graubiinden aant Edelsteine gestossen.
[2s handelt sich wm den Bervll, der neben Tonerde
und Kieselsiure die seltene Bervllerde enthilt und,

wenn griin getiirbt, Smaragd, bei gelbgriiner oder
meergriiner Farbe \quamarin heisst. Zuerst fand

Dr. S Mineral i
Fornogletschers,  am

Albignagletscher des Bergells.

1 den Morineblocken des
Casnilepass indaut dem
[mmer sind ex ¢roh-
denen

aub das

kornige Granite, sogenannte Pegmative, in
dic Bervlle stecken, und deren Grosse nimmt it
der Korngrosse  der cinzelnen  Gemengteile  der
Pegmative zu. Besonders reich zeigten sich die
Blocktriimmer der Moriine des Albignagletschers an
inschliissen des Ldelsteins, doch ist ez dem For-
scher auch  gefungen, denselben  im anstehenden,
d. he lebendigen, Fels nachziweisen, so am Monte
del Forno, Toronne orientale, Passo Casnille. an
2 Punta Pioda, am Fasco Cacciabella, vom ober-
sten Westgrat des Cengalo und Westsporn des
Pizzo Trubinasca.  Die Bergeller Berylle sind meist
in - der Abart der inen  Aquamarine vor-
handen.  Sie sind wasserklar bis tiethlan. boch
alleemetnen nicht kla Kristalle, son-
Iehiohlau oder grimlich. Sie
Siulen von 1 bis

hlasser

sind s im

dern sie erscheinen
bilden sechsseitige Sinlchen bis
10 Zentimeter Linee und noch dartber und werden

im Gebicte an Grosse weder von den Turmalin
noch von den Granitkristallen errcicht.
(Freie Réitier.)
Silberfiichsz in der Schweiz. — Vor einiger Zeit

berichteten wir crsten Versuch in Frankreich
nnd zwar im Oberelsass, nach amerikanischem Vor-
hild Silberfiichse zi ziichten und bemerkten daliei
Schweiz seien derartige Pline noch
cegliickt. fnzwischen erfubren wir aus Leserkecisen,
dass ungelithr gleichzeitig mit jener franzdsi
Sendung durch die Firma Crowe & Cie. zehn aare
Silherfiichse  aul dem Dampter * Cederi von
Montreal nach tlivree und weiter nach Lausanne
und in - die Waadtlinderalpen spediert worden sind.
Dic kostharen Tiere, die einen Wert von 100,000
Franken darstellen und dementsprechend versichert
sind, ‘waren von  cinem kanadischen  Wiirter  be-
wietict und haben ihre Reise gut iiberstanden.

Oberhalb Grvon, 1250 Meter hoch, hat die Ge-
sellschalt # Renard Argenté, S.A unter der Lei-
tung des Ingenieurs Rogivue ein Grundstick von
1,6 ha zur Aufzucht von Pelztieren eingerichtet.
Die Gesellschaft hat ihr Kapital von 150,000 auf
250,000 Fr. erhoht und steht mit bewihrten kana-
dischen Ziichtern in Verbindung.

Dic 20 Silbertiichse, die schon am Lausanner
Bahnhot  grosses Intercsse erregten, sollen cine
grosse Vorliche fiir Schweizermilch  zeigen, und

vom

icht

in der

alles  deutet  aut  baldige Akklimatisicrung  der
schonen Fremdlinge, denen alle Spaziergiinger in
jener Gegend  grosse  Aufmerksamkeit
Demniichst soll in Anbetracht der herannahenden
Brunstzeit jeder Besuch im © Ranch ™ verboten wer-
den. Verliebte soll man bekanntlich nicht stéren.
Wenn dann im Sominer die jungen Fichslein sich
herumtummeln, wird es umso interessanter sein, dic
Kolonie zu besichtigen

Gliickliche Tiere, firwahr, die weiter nichts zu
tm haben, als ihren schonen Pelz zu schonen, ihren
Stammbaum zu verlingern, und nach dem Tode,
der ja keinem lebendem Geschopf erspart bleibt,
noch den  Ials einer Frau schmiicken
diirfen. (National-Ztg.)

schenken.

schonen

NOTES AND GLEANINGS.
By “Kysurc.”
Switzerland Fundamentally Frze Trad:.

Vorning Post {14th Jan.):

The following is an extract from a message
of the Swiss Federal Council in the * Journat de
Gendve T relative 1o the new Swiss Customs tarifi:
“We do not believe that Switzerland  has
reason to abundon to-day a Customs and trade
policy which has proved successful.  She  has
always been fundamentally Free Trade.  She
cannot, however, in the middle of a Protectionist
urope, practise a trade policy of isolation and
remain passive, while imported which
she is able-to produce, are inundating her terri-
tory, and her own exports arce held up by the
high Customs barriers of the foreigner.”

That any sane person, remembering  that  the
abolition of tolls and other hindrances to  free
interchange of commodities and to travel has given
great prosperity evervwhere, can still be a Pro
tectionist, and this in spite of the fact that we
are living in the 20th century, surclyv  deserves
meditation, and the fact itsell surely ought to bhe
considered one of the world’s greatest
Water Famine in Swiizerland ?

Daily Telegraph (14th Jan.

In *The Daily Telegraph ™ of Dec. 311
that as the weather in the Alps was a week ag
it was then, and, so far as could be seen, it
would be in a weel’s time, that is, line, sunny,
and altogether pleasant.  Despite a slight snow-
fall at certain resorts, hardly any ski-ing is
possible, except for those able to high
ascents.  The hotel-keepers, who sulfered  last
summer from the wet season, are suflering this
winter from the lack of snow for ski-ers.

In the valleys there has been no rainfall for
many  weeks, and the water supply in o some
districts is running short.  In many communes,
especially at the foot of the Jura
water supply had to be cut ofl during the night
in order to permit the flling of the reservoir
and (o save the available water.  The clectricity

Fribourg, which serve an
region, have already for some time had to intro-

restrictions  in the  supply ol

any

goods,

wonders !

stated
3

make

range, the

works at extensive
duce  important
current 1o large consumers. s the situation is
not improving, the autho | ordercd
the suppression of the current supply for heating
and cooking purposes, the stoppage ol clectric
machinery at 4.30 in the afternoon, the restric-
tion of public tighting and complete suppression
ichting and electric heating of
theatres, and even restriction on
private houses.

ities have jost

ol shop-window |
churches
the lighting ol

and
Iixtensive snowtalls have occurred in Switzer-
land since the above was perned.  Still, it
that our clect I undertakings are somewhat de-
pendent on Dame Nature and her bounties.  This
has been forescen, where possible, as for instance
on the Gotthard, where electric power is obtained
from installations connected with the Reuss and
the Ticino, the one having more water in summer,
the other in winter, enabling the authorities to
take power where it is abundant at the moment.
Now that the broadeasting ol power scems to be
at hand, these problems ought to be simplified
speedily. Faney having electricity, ete., at vour
command in vour without having to be
connected by wire, ete., to some station, but getting

shows

house,

it all through the air, as we get music, cte.,
alrcadv. I am alraid the broadcasting of power

will open up new problems of finding emplovment
for hundreds of thousand ol workmen employed
now. Thus, with each new invention, with each
step forward, Humanity is faced with new prob-
lems, new posers, worse than cross-word puzzles,
and there scems to be no danger of boredom
overtaking the human family yet awhile.
Pfahlbauten.

Tt seems strange

to follow up the above with
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