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THE SWISS OBSERVER.

895

Septi¢me Journée des Suisses a I'Etranger
Bale, le 19 mai 1924.

La septiéme Jourhée, réservée chaque année a
Toccasion de la Foire Suisse d’Echantillons, aux
Suisses 4 1’étranger se tiendra au Casino de la
Ville de Bile le lundi, 19 mai, & 9 h. précises
du matin. Les Suisses vivant a 1’étranger et leurs
nombreux amis en Suisse, plus particuliérement
ceux qui, aprés un stage plus ou moins long a
T’étranger, sont rentrés au pays, sont cordialement
invités A participer a cette manifestation nationale.
Cette année, le Comité espére réaliser la “ Lands-
gemeinde ' des Suisses & Pétranger.

L’organisation de la Journée difféere sensible-
ment de celle des journées précédentes. Il im-
porte, en effet, que nos compatriotes établis a
Pétranger, plus particulierement les délégués d'or-
ganisations, de sociétés et d’associations suisses
aient davantage voix au chapitre et qu’ils puissent
faire entendre leurs opinions devant les représen-
tants de nos autorités fédérales et cantonales.

Le dévoué secrétaire du groupe parlementaire
pour les questions des Suisses' a 1’étranger, le
colonel Dr. R. Dollfus (Tessin), Conseiller Na-
tional, orientera succinctement sur le but et- les
résultats acquis jusqu’d présent par. ledit groupe-
ment. Le Dr. A. Oeri, Rédacteur ‘aux * Basler
Nachrichten,” parlera ensuite du probléme fort
complexe  de la “ politique extérieure et Suisses
a Iétranger,” sujet , toujours brilant d’actualité.
Une discussion générale suivra & laquelle prendront
part des délégués des différentes colonies suisses.
Des délégations importantes sont ‘déja inscrites de
divers pays. Espérons que la discussion donnera
de bons résultats pratiques. Tous les Suisses dési-
reux de prendre la- parole 4 cette occasion sont
priés d’en informer le Président de la Journée,
Dr. W. Meile, Directeur ‘de la Foire Suisse
d’Echantillons, Béle, au plus tard jusqu’au 10 mai
1924, tout en. indiquant le sujet, les résolutions
proposées et le groupement au nom duquel Vora-
teur prendra la parole.

L'aprés-midi est réservée a deux réunions de
délégués. ILa premitre s’occupera plus particu-
lierement des questions ’ordre économique, con-
sulaire et juridique, y compris les questions d’im-
pots ('impot d’exemption  de ice militaire et
les taxes d’immatriculation entre autres). La
seconde réunion traitera surtout cles questions
d’ordre intellectuel et d'utilité publique (secours,
vicillesse, jeunesse' suisses a  1’étranger, etc.).

La journée de travail sera suivie d’une partie
récréative dans la grande salle du Casino de la
Ville. Le mardi matin, 20 mai, les Commissions
provisoires (non-permanentes) nommées par les ré-
unions du lundi aprés midi se réuniront ensemble
‘pour mettre au point et voter définitivement les
résolutions de la veille. Espérons que la VIIe
Journée contribuera a resserrer les liens qui unissent
tous les Suisses, ceux vivant au dehors et ceux
vivant au pays, dans Pintérét de la Patrie commune.

MOTHER-WIT FROM THE MOTHER OF
PARLIAMENTS.

He was not a philosopher, but he was a mar-
ried man, and every married man knew that
very often the knowledge on the part of the wife
that she had no particular legal right in a matter
of this kind sharpened her weapons, and she got
her own way in other directions. The very
exister ot a law which placed the man and
the wife in an cqual position in this matter
would promote a willingness on the part of both
to consider what was best for the child.

Mr. R. Murray (Lab.) on April 4th in seconding
the “ Guardianship of Infants Bill.”

When he read the clause referring to equal
rights and responsibilities on the part of both
father and mother, he recognized that the Bill
would give him some rights which he had not
previously been able to get. Tf the Bill were
agreed to, when he went home that evening

he might be able to exercise a little more

authority than he had exercised in the past.
Mr. Shepperson (U.) on April 4th in opposing
the principle of above Bill.

The measure ought to be styled “The Pro-
motion of Domestic Strife Bill.”  There was
no such thing as the equality of husband and
wife; the lady ruled the house. Only one person
could dictate to him, and she was his wife.
The Bill was a badly drawn and ill-considered
measure, and some of its provisions were contra-
dictory of others.  He hoped the ITouse would
not be persuaded into accepting the Bill by the
speeches of the so-called weaker sex. Ile did
not for one moment believe in that weaker sex.

Sir C. Wilson (U.) on April 4th in opposing the
above Bill.

When the change was instituted, it was the
intention that it should continue only during
the war.  All the way through there had been
an attempt to fool with the sun. It reminded
him of the story of an Irish colonel in India
who had a native servant with a name too long
to remember; so the colonel dipped the man in
a pond, and when he pulled him out said:

“Now your name is ‘Mik.”” Some time later
the colonel saw the Indian —whose religion
forbade him to eat meat—with a big lump of
beef. The native, holding it up, said: “Me
dip it in pond and call it ‘fish.”” The sup-
porters of the Bill thought they could get hold
of the sun, dip it in the Parliamentary Pond,
and say, ‘ More summer time.” The last speaker
had said there were four seasons. Iis own
experience was that we had nine . months of
cold weather and three months of winter. They
should stop fooling with the sun and get some-
thing else to fool with.
Mr. Duffy (Lab.) on April 11th in opposing the
¢ Summer Time ” Bill.

The reason why the change was thought to be
necessary was that there had been a distinct
degeneration in the habits of the large masses
of the people. Men and women had progres-
sively succumbed to the temptations of the large
towns—the theatres and the cinemas—and had
developed the habit of keeping late hours at
night. Although some people had been induced
into keeping late hours, there were still some
wise men in the country districts who admitted
the natural law that the sun should rule the day,
and who kept to the natural hours of getting up
and going to bed. .« They had been the early
birds that caught the worm, but now the House
was endeavouring to get them up before even
the worm was awake.

Mr. Shepperson (U.) on April 11th in opposing
the above Bill.

He admired -the versatility of Sir Kingsley
Wood (who proposed the Bill), but he could not
acquit him of ambition. Not content with re-
cently presiding, like Bellona, over the clash of
war and prefacing, if not celebrating, the wrath
of Achilles, he was now engaged, like another
Phaeton, in snatching the reins of the chariot
of the Sun from Phoebus himself. If he might
make an abrupt descent from mythology to the
farmyard, he would like to address a very
earncst appeal to that honourable House on be-
half of a very respectable body of animals, not
indeed voiceless themselves, but seldom or never
admitted to the precincts of the House: he
wished to urge a very carnest appeal on behalf
of the cows. Most members at one period of
their existence or another had sulfered these
animals to enter into a quasi-parental relation,
and he thought the time had now come for
them to display and perform some of their
quasi-filial duties and sink some of their own
prejudices in favour of the susceptibilities of
thesc interesting animals. It might not be
within the knowledge of the House that these
animals were at present suftering from a distress.
ing complaint called foot-and-mouth discase. He
would be very happy if he could flatter himself
that he had the distinction of acquainting the
House with that fact. It must lie heavy on the
conscience of the hon. member for West Wool-
wich when he considered the afflictions that he
had piled on top of that already overwhelming
weight of woe.  Quod non  fecerunt barbari,
Jecerunt Barberini. What foot-and-mouth discase
had left undone in completing the tragedy of
the domestic cow, the hon. member for West
Woolwich had ended. He had said he could not
acquit the member for West Woolwich of ambi-
tion. Sir Kingsley Wood had disclaimed being
one of the following of Joshua. He (the speaker)
would hesitate to bring to his mind the case of
Hezekiah, because the latter only turned his
attention to the Almanack on his death-bed.

They had, happily, Sir Kingsley Wood present
before them in tull health and strength. Long
might they continue to enjoy that privilege, hut,
nevertheless, he thought that the hon. member
was ambitious, He wished that the sundials
throughout the length and breadth of the land,
like deserted altars, should testify to the majesty
of the hon. member for West Woolwich. He
did not hesitate to place himself ' third in a
roll of illustrious names—Julius Caesar, Pope
Gregory, and the hon. member for West Wool-
wich.  Yesterday the House dwelt on its own
interests, and to-day he begged them to con-
tinue that work and not to deprive themselves
of an annual privilege. A very distinguished
member of that House, now removed to a higher
sphere, used annually to delight the House by
devoting his great obstructive abilities to con-
structive work. He hoped the House would not
deprive itself of the priceless privilege of annu-
ally seeing Sir Kingsley Wood ride cherubically
on the clouds and directing the motions of the
heavenly bodies. He begged the House to prac-
tise true temperance and not to drink down
the delicious draught at one gulp, but by annual
sips, and, therefore, to vote against this Bill.

Sir C. Mansel (L.) on April 11th in criticising
the above Bill.

He represented 20,000 graduates of various
universities who were largely in favour of the
Bill. The student to-day had to endure a double
tragedy—the tragedy of going to bed at night
and the tragedy of getting up in the morning.
The student hated both these operations; he

never went to bed until he could stay up no
longer, and he never got up until hunger com-
pelled him to do so. It took an Act of Parlia-
ment to get him up an hour earlier, and the
student would be grateful to the House for
any assistance it gave him in overcoming his
natural lack of momentum. Therefore, so far
as the student was concerned, the proposals of
the Bill were advantageous.

Sir M. Conway (U.) on April 11th in supporting

the above Bill.

He thought there was something screamingly
funny in a House which refused to begin opera-
tions till a quarter to 3 in the afternoon and
went on on most nights till 11.30 and sometimes
to 1 and 2 in the morning, sitting solemuly,
without a smile, discussing summer time for
agriculture and coal-mining.

Mr. Johnston (Lab.) on April 11th in opposing
the above Bill.

CITY SWISS CLUB.

Assemblée Générale Annuelle du 8 avril 1924

chez Gatti’s.

En 1’absence du Président et Vice-Président, la
séance, précédée d’un banquet, est ouverte a 8h. 30
par le Secrétaire, M. G. Marchand, qui a le triste
devoir d’annoncer le décés de Messieurs O. E.
Spencer (membre actif) et Henri Durler (membre
honoraire depuis 1893), dont 1’assemblée honore
diiment la mémoire.

Lecture est' donnée d’'un marconigramme con-
tenant les salutations et bons veeux de M. et Mme.
Carlo Chapuis, qui naviguent vers I’Afrique du
Sud.

Le procés-verbal de la derniére séance est lu
et approuvé.

Trois candidats comme membres actifs sont
admis, et il y a deux démissions pour cause dc
départ.

Notre regretté ami M. Georges Dimier, qui fu:
Trésorier du Club pendant un quart de siécle,
n'est malheureusement plus la pour présenter les
comptes de Pexercice écoulé et M. de Cintra est
appelé & répondre aux questions qui sont posées con-
cernant ces derniers, M. Zogg rapportant au nom
des vérificateurs. Ces comptes, qui bouclent par
un excédant de £464 11s. 8d., soit un surplus de
£60 sur l'année derniere, sont approuvés et dé-
charge donnée au Comité avec remerciements.

Sur la proposition du Dr. de Wollf il est décid¢
de transférer une somme de £100 au ““ Club House
Fund ” et au sujet de ce dernier M. Boehringer
recommande chaudement a tous les membres d’y
apporter leurs contributions.

L’assemblée approuve ensuite deux propositions
présentées 'une par M. de Cintra et l'autre par
M. A. C. Baume, qui sont: (1) A T’avenir toutc
demande d’admission comme membre devra &tre
faite par éerit par le candidat lui-méme et contre-
signée par les parrains. (2) Que les Conseillers,
Secrétaires et Attachés de Légation ainsi que le
Chancelier soient acceptés d’office comme membre,
de passage du Club. d

L’ordre du jour pour le Comité sortant étant
épuisé, M. Marchand cede le fauteuil présidentie!
au doyen d’ige, M. J. Geilinger, et aprés quc
I’assemblée eut passé un vote de remerciements &
Tancien Comité pour avoir si bien conduit le.
affaires du Club pendant ’exercice écoulé, on pass
aux élections.

L’assemblée apprend avec grande satisfaction
que le Professcur Eugéne Borel a bien voulu con-
sentir a prendre la Présidence pour ’année 1924
1925 et lui témoigne son appréciation en 1’élisan
par acclamations. Le scrutin, dépouillé par MM.
A. C. Baume et Valon, est ensuite déclaré et 1:
nouveau Comité se constitue comme suit:—

Président: Prof. Col. Eugéne Borel, Vice-Prési
dent: M. G. Marchand, Secrétaire: M. Arthur 1.
Despond, Trésorier: M. R. de Cintra, Vice-Secré-
taire: M. Léon Jobin, Vice-Trésorier: M. J. Schad
Bibliothécaire: M. J. Geilinger, Vérificateurs: MM.
F. Zogg et H. Jenne.

En remplacement du regretté M. G. Dimier.
l'assemblée nomme M. P. F. Boehringer comm
troisitme “ Trustee ” du * Club House Fund.”

Confirmation de mandits est également donnéc
aux membres constituant le Comité des Fétes:
MM. H. Senn, P. F. Bochringer, R. de Cintra,
A. C. Baume, C. Chapuis, qui ont comme adjoints
experts: MM. E. Neuschwander et Hermann Senn

On approuve cncore le paiement de la souscrip
tion de £5 5s. au Dispensaire Francais.

La liste de souscriptions des Sports Suisses es
mise en circulation et M. de Cintra la recommand
a la bienveillante attention des membres et ami
présents.

M. Geilinger attire I’attention sur le fait r¢
jouissant que ’assemblée comprend un bon nombr
d’anciens présidents, fideles étoiles du Club, ¢
qui, dit-il, est un heureux présage pour l’aveni
du C.S.C.

Le Président, aprés avoir remercier M. E. P,
Dick et ses deux collégues pour leurs production
musicales et humoristiques qui ont agrémenté 1.
soirée, déclare la séance close a 10h. 30.



	City Swiss Club

