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1 HOME NEWS

The Federal Council has now replied to the last
French note with reference to the Savoy Zones
dispute. No particulars have been published yet,
but it is understood that arbitration by the Inter-
national  Court of Justice at The Hague is pro-
posed as the only possible solution.

* ok ok

The mixed League of Nations Commission for
the restriction of armaments is at present deliberat-
ing ‘at Geneva: Switzerland is represented by Na-
tional Councillor Lohner.

* Xk k

The Swiss Customs receipts for the twelve
months ending December last show, with a total
of about 183 million francs, an increase of about
19 million francs as compared with the year 1922.

® k%
Limited companies in the canton of Ticino are
subject to a property tax on the whole of their
nominal part, even on that part which has nol been
paiel up: this strange assessment has now  been
confirmed by the Federal Tribunal in Lausanne.

* ko ok
The accounts for the year 1923 of the canton of
Aargau show a surplus of about Frs. 150,000,
* ok ok
The Socialist deputy Canevascini has been elected
as head of the Ticinese Government, with the Con-
servative Cattori as vice-president, the Radical can-
didates having declined nomination.
* k%

With the beginning of this year steel helmets
have become general in the Swiss army, the“Kippi”
having become obsolete.

* k *

The electrifieation of another important sector
of the Swiss Federal Railways has been completed,
the Lucerne-Olten line being now ready for electric
traftic. ) Ty

* x ow D

Ex-President Wilson was an honorary citizen of
Lavsanne, which distinction was bestowed upon him
in February, 1919, on the petition of about 6,000
Lausannois.

* kK

Owing to a culpable error in the setting of the
points, a collision took place on Wednesday (Feb. 6)
in-the Hauenstein tunnel, which fortunately was not
accompanied by any serious consequences, as the
last coach of the train run into did not contain any
passengers.

* k ¥
Wishing to keep himself warm on arriving late
at night at his homestead, an old man of 70,
Constant Vuillemin, of Pmoy (Yverdon), crept into
the municipal baking oven: through some smout
dering ashes his clothes gradually caught fire, with
fatal results.
* %k ok
The former restaurateur at the Central Station
at Zurich, Franz Mehli-Figi, has been mulcted in
a small fine for having fraudulently manipulated
the cash register to his own advantage and to the
detriment of his stalf.
* ok ok
The council clerk: of St. Sylvestre (Fribourg),
who previously reported that an amount of Frs.
12,000 had been abstracted from his funds, has
now been arrested, as the police have discovered
the missing amount at his residence.
* k ok
For having killed, in the course of a quarrel,
another member of the staff at the Hotel National
in Montreux, Ernest Nyficler from Fribourg was
sentenced to 2} years’ imprisonment.
* Kk ok

J. J. Schiesser, a well-known alpinist, who has
many first ascensions to his credit, died in Linthal
(Glaris) at the age of 81; he had prepared a cavity
in a rock in which his ashes are to be deposited.

* % ok

A large number of motor-cars, perambulators
and other vehicles were destroyed by a fire which
broke out in the workshops of the Lucerne coach-
builder Ruckstuhl.

EXTRACTS FROM SWISS PAPERS.

Mrs. PHILIP SNOWDEN.,
(A Swiss Appreciation.)

Mrs. Philip (Ethel) Snowden, who, as the wife
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, will probably
take a leading part in some of the social gather-
ings of the political world, is well known in Swit-
zerland, especially at Berne, where in 1919 she
played a prominent rdle at international congresses
held in our capital. We extract the following
from an appreciation published by the National-
Zeitung (Feb. 11th):—

Am bezeichnedsten fiir ihr Wesen und ihre Stel-
lung in internationalen Kreisen war ihr Auftreten
lkerbundskongress vom 6.—13. Mirz 1919 im
Kasino in Bern. Es hatten sich damals bekannte
Volkerrechtslehrer, Pazifisten, Volkerbundsfreunde
aus allen europiischen Lindern, aber auch aus Ame-
rika, Acgypten, Indien, Persien, Palistina, einge-

funden. Minner waren da zu sehen, dic spiter bei
den Friedensvertridgen und ‘bei den Verfassungs-

kiimpfen in Deutschland und Oesterreich mitwirkten.
Am 6. Mirz, vormittags 10 Uhbr, zcigte sich der
Burg erratssaal  mit Kongressteilnehmern gefillt.
Die Parole der Gleichberechtigung von Mann und
Frau war von vornherein ausgegeben worden. Auf
dem Podium sass am langen Tische die Leitung.
Dem ncutralen Schweizer, Nationalrat O. Wcher,
fiel das Tagesprisidium zu.  Ungeduldig harrte man
der Er6finung.  Die Stunde war lingst iiberschritten.
Da tut sich eine der Saaltiiren auf. Herein tritt
cine Frau, eine jugendlich frische Erscheinung, in
graucr Pelzmiitze, das Reisekotterchen in der IHand.

Rasch schreitet sie durch den Saal zum Podium
hinan. Ein Ruck — Mantel und Miitze fliegen aut
einen Stuhl — und da steht Ethel Snowden im

schlichten Rock, im griinen Jumper, in ihrer blon-
den, etwas robusten Anmut, umringt und stiirmisch
begriisst.  Die Prisidentenglocke erklingt: dic Er-
wartete war erschienen !

Nach der Erdfinungsansprache des Vorsitzenden
erhielt Ithel Snowden als erste der auslindischen
Delegierten das Wort, um dein Kongress Griisse
und Wiinsche zu tiberbringen von der Independent
Labour Party, vom National Peace Council, von der
Society of Democratic Control, von der Women’s
International League. Im Verlaufe des Kongresses
erstattete sie das Referat der Abristungskommission,
die ihren Thesen den schweizerischen Entwurl eines
Volkerbundsvertrages zu Grunde gelegt hatte. Die
von ihr beantragte Resolution wurde in einer ge-
milderten Fassung angenommen.

Dic Bilder der hervorragendsten Kongressteil-
nehmer waren kiuflich: keines fand so reissenden
Absatz wie die kleine Photographic Ethel Snowdens
vor dem Eingang des Berner Kasinos.

Wenige Wochen spiiter kam Mrs. Snowden wie-
derum in die Schweiz zum internationalen Frauen-
kongress, der unter der Leitung der Amerikanerin
Jane Adams vom 12. bis 17, Mai in 7 h statttand.
Am 19. Mai veranstalteten einige der Ziircher Kon-
gressteilnehmerinnen eine Frauenkundgebung zu den
Friedensvertriigen und zum Voélkerbund im grossen
Kasinosaal in Bern. Neben einer Polin, einer Un-
garin, ciner Schweizerin, neben der 70jihrigen
Schwester des General French, Mrs. Despard, aus
London, trat auch Ethel Snowden als Rednerin aut.
Ihr gewsltiges, klangvolles Organ fiillte den weiten
Raum und erweckte das Erstaunen der Zuhorerschaft,
unter der sich  Diplomaten, bekannte Politiker,
Ofhziere befanden. Sie spricht langsam, in kurzen

Sdtzen, cin ungemein klares, angenehmes Englisch.

Sie verurteilt die Blockade, die nach dem Wallen-
stillstand noch fortdauerte, mit scharfen Worten,
sie verlangt Abriistung zu Wasser, zu Lande und in
der Luft, demokratische Rechte fiir alle Nationen,
politische  Gleichberechtigung der Frau. Als dic
Veranstaltung zu Ende war, erhob sich eine Stimme
im Saal: der Berner Friedensapostel Ditwyler be-
ginnt eine seiner Ansprachen. Ethel Snowden triit
an dic Rampe, rutt ihm ein energisches “stop, stop”
zu — verdatlert hitlt er einen Augenblick inne — der
Saal entleert sich.

Auch im intimern Kreis, bei einer Konferenz im
roten Saal des Hotel Bellevue, hatte man Gelegen-
heit, Mrs. Snowden zu sehen, im griinseidenen Ge-
sellschaltskleid, anmutig, liebenswiirdig, schlicht im
Gehaben, freimiitig im Gesprich, vielleicht ein biss-
chen autoritir, wie es solche leicht werden, dic zu
leiten, zu fithren, sich selbst zu horen gewohnt sind.
Gewiss — Ethel Snowden, die einstige Volksschul-
lehrerin, die in London an den Strassenecken, in
den Parks, in Albert Hall hunderte von Volksver-
sammlungen im Bann ihrer Rede hielt — sie ist klug
und gewandt genug, um auch die Honneurs in Dow-
ning Street zu machen.

La population bernoise en 1923. — Le bureau de
statistique de la villé de Berne nous apprend. que
le chiffre de <la "population, qui était de 103,874
personnes a fin 1922, est: actuellement de 104,773,

ce qui représente une augmentation de 899, alors
que de 1922 a 1923 I"augmentation n’avait été que
de 126, On a compté 1760 naissances, 1108 déces,
32 personnes sont mortes de maladies contagicuses,
38 par accident et 39 par suicide. 63 enfants sont
décédés dans leur premidre année. 1010 couples

se sont unis par les liens gracicux du mariage.

, il y a' de la baisse, car lé total en 1922 était
de 1069. 11,879 personnes sont venues s’établir &
Berne, 11,632 ont quitté cette capitale. Le nombre
total des personnes descendues dans les hotels de la
ville durant P'année 1923 a ét¢ de 139,987.

Un concours de tir original. — La Société de tir
du landsturm de Zurich organise pour les 9, 10,
16 et 17 février, un concours de tir en chambre,
au moyen e I'arme d’ordonnance, de la carabine
ou du pistolet. Il va de soi qu'on n’emploiera pas
de munition! Le tireur vise comme au stand pour
le tir a 800 metres et presse la détente. A cg mo-
ment, un appareil & viser automatique, reli¢ a
P’arme, marque le résultat.

Le plan de tir repose sur les mémes bases que
celui des tirs ordinaires. Une vingtaine d’apparcils
seront & la disposition des tireurs. Quant aux prix,
les frais étant moindres, ils seront de valeur plus
grande que ceux délivrés dans les concours avec-
munition. (Feuille d’Avis de Lausanne.)

Memorial Service at the Swiss Church for
the late Mr. DIMIER.

The memorial service for the late Mr. Georges
Charles Dimier was held at the Swiss Church,
Endell Street, W.C., last Saturday at 2 o’clock.
It was largely attended, about two hundred being
present, including the following members of the
deceased’s family:—Mr. and Mrs. G. H. S. Dimier,
Mr. and Mrs. R. de Cintra, Mr. and Mrs. Seabold;
representatives ol all the London Swiss Clubs,
Swiss Societies and Institutions, and the following
members of the Colony at large:—Mr. and Mrs.
Barbezat, Mr. and Mrs. Carlo Chapuis, Mr. and
Mrs. Steiger, Messrs. Ch. Mottu, E. Stutz, J.
L’Hardy, A. Ruelf, J. W. Sterchi, W. Rappard,
A. Schupbach, George Forrer, Dr. de Wolff, George
Laemlé, C. Campart, Georges Marchand, René
Marchand, Jean Bacr, L. Jobin, H. Binguely, W. H.
Gattiker, J. Veil, H. Senn, J. Billeter, Ch. Valon.

Our sympathetic friend and pastor, the Rev.
R. Hoffmann-de Visme, reviewed with deep feeling
the many devoted services of Mr. Dimier as the
indefatigable philanthropist and the energetic sup-
porter of all good works in the Swiss Colony and
clsewhere.

The following further addr were delivered
which give yet more fully an insight into the life
and character of the man:—

Mr. 7%, Ritter (Fonds de Secour

Ladies and gentlemen, dear friends,~The friend
whom we all mourn so very deeply and sincerely
was a very good Swiss.  During the war we once
heard him reply to an Englishman who asked him
whether he was a French or German: Swiss, “ T am
just a Swiss, speaking the three languages of my
native country.” This was typical of our large-
minded Mr. Dimicr: He stood above the little local
jealousies and never let his noble love for his
country be obscured by them.

He approached his charity work in the same
lofty way, but to deal with this, e must gd into
the history of the Swiss Benevolent Society. In
1870 the Wardens of the Sw Church considered
it advisable to entrust the assistance of our poor
to a special Committee. 34 years later a generous-
minded countryman, Mr. Ernest Steiger - Ziist,
thought, still morc and better service might be
rendered to our unfortunate brethren if the work
carried out with the

were carelully organised and
help of a number of voluntary workers who would
devote one evening a week to this task—and so he
founded the sub-committee for the examination of
the applications and the granting of assistance.
Omne of the first to join the movement was Mr.
Dimier, who found in it an outlet for his innate
love of his fellow-men. At first we met on a
Friday night, but we found this too strenuous and
changed the day to Monday, when we were fresher
for the long evening’s work. When our former
president, Mr. Henri Vernet, died in 1909, Mr.
Georges Dimier was unanimously elected in his place
—and an ideal president he made. Not only did he
contribute most generously to the funds of the
Society, he also gave himsclf, his time, his work
and, above all,’ his contagious enthusiasm in an
unlimited measure. He had a special *gift for
collecting funds, and nobody could resist his un-
selfish appeals. THis heart was so much with the
poor that on many a joyous occasion in our Colony
he would spontaneously suggest everyone present
should spare a trifle for our less fortunate com-
patriots. Thanks to these collections and his other
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