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Der Verbrauch geistiger Getränke in der
Schweiz im Jahrzehnt 1913-1922.

Ueber dieses Thema sprach am zweiten Tag
der Jahresversammlung der Schweizerischen Sta-
tistiseben Gesellschaft in Baden der berufenste
Kenner, Herr Prot. Dr. W. E. Milliet, der lang-
jährige erste Direktor des Eidgen. Alkoholamtes,
jetzt Professor an der Universität Bern.

Die Erfassung des Verbrauches geistiger Ge-
tränke ist mit ausserordentlichen Schwierigkeiten
verbunden. Rein statistisch ist der Aufgabe schon

gar nicht beizukommen, unci man muss die Schiit-
zungen zu Hilfe nehmen. Schätzungen liefern in
diesen Dingen oft richtigere Resultate als sorgfäl-
tigste statistische Methode, weil diese oft unausfiill-
baren Lücken gegenüberstellt. Die Kunst: des Sta-
tistikers besteht nun darin, sich der Statistik so
weit zu bedienen, als sie noch in der Lage ist,
zuverlässige Ergebnisse zu liefern," und dann mit
möglichst zutreffenden oder wahrscheinlichen Scluit-
zungen zu Hilfe zu kommen.

Der direkteste Weg zur Verbrauchsbestimmung
für das Volksganze würde über den Haushalt der
einzelnen Verbraucher führen. An eine vollständige
Sammlung aller Haushaltungsrechnungen ist aber
nie zu denken.

Milliet sucht den Verbrauch an den Quellen zu
erfassen, bei der Produktion und bei der Einluhr
unter Abzug einer allfälligen Ausfuhr. Um der
Saldodiffercnz von Anfang und Ende aus dem Wege
zu gehen, oder um die allfällig hieraus entstehenden
Fehler möglichst klein zu halten, erstreckt er die
Beobachtungsperiode auf ein ganzes Jahrzehnt. Aber
auch so sind der Schwierigkeiten noch viel zu
überwinden.

Die Verbrauchsmengen sind, da man Wein, Bier,
Schnaps, Most nicht: schlechthin zusammenzählen
darf, auf absoluten Alkohol umgerechnet. Für Wein
berechnet Prof. Milliet den Inlandsverbrauch pro
Jahr auf 212,650 Hektoliter absoluten Alkohols.
Beim Bier ergibt die entsprechende Berechnung ein
Alkoholquantum von 66,400 Hektolitern. An
Aepfel- und Birnenwein wurden 76,250 Hektoliter
absoluten Alkohols verbraucht und an gebrannten
Wassern 96,125 Hektoliter.

Die Zusammenstellung dieser Ergebnisse, ver-
glichen mit dem vorangegangenen Jahrzehnt und'
immer auf den Kopf der mittleren Bevölkerung
bezogen, lässt sich in folgende Zahlen zusammen-
fassen :

Jah readiirch<chn < 111. Vorbrauchsmengen
absoluten Alkohols

Liter pro Kopl' Prozentual
1008-12 1913-22 1903-12 1913-22

Traubenwein •... 7,27 5,48 40,56 17,14
Bier 0,81 1,71 22,56 14,79
Obstwein 1,52 1,89 10,66 16,65

Gegor. Getränke 12,10 9,08 82,48 78,55
Branntwein zu

40 o/o 2,57 2,48 17,52 21,45
Geistige Getränke

überhaupt 14,67 1.1,56 400,00 100,00
In der Abnahme des Alkoholkonsums lim O.Ii E.

pro Kopf könnte man ein recht erfreuliches 8'vmp-
torn erblicken, wenn nicht die Abnahme aussehliess-
lieh bei den wenige' s "hiulliclten Getränken eilige-
treten, bei den schädlichen aber fast Null wäre.
Milliet: setzt nämlich auf Grund interessanter Er-
wägungen die Schadenswirkung des Weinalkohols

t, des Bieralkohols auf 11, der Ohrt weinal k. mk >L

auf 21 und des Sclmapsal kohols auf 4. Unter Be-
riicksicht igung dieser Gewichte kommt dem Bräunt-
weingenuss im Jahrzehnt 1910-22 eine grössere relu-
five Bedeutung zu als im vorangegangenen Jahr-
zehnte Der Referent schloss seine geistvollen 'Krörte-
Hingen u. a. mit den Worten: " Der Alkoholgenuss
bildet in der Bilanz der Yolkskräfte nicht erst dann
einen Verlustposten, wenn er zu Krankheit und Tod
führt, sondern schon dann, wenn er duch sinnlose
Vergeudung von Gehl und Zeit, durch Hemmung
von Energie, durch Zerrüttung des Familienlebens,
durch Verderbnis guter Sitten vitale Potenzen lähmt
Das darf auch der sagen, der persönlich nicht eut-
haltsam und für unsere Verhältnisse gesetzlicher
Prohibition abhold ist.''

Was das Jahrzehnt 1910-22 unliebsam charnel cri-
siert, ist die Höhe des Braimtweinvcrbrauchs. Diese
Erscheinung mahnt Volk und Regierung zum Auf-
sehen. (.Yt/Z/Vw l/-Zc//.V/7g.)

INTERNATIONAL WIRELESS EXHIBITION
A Swiss Wireless Exhibition, with restricted

foreign participation, took place al Geneva from
Mav 21st to June 1st, 1924, under the honorary
chairmanship ol the federal Councillor Haab. It
proved such a scientific and économie success that
the exhibitors and the organizing committee uiiani-
mouslv decided to give same an annual and inter-
national character. Consequently, in the month of
September, 1925, the first International Wireless
Exhibition will take place al Geneva, in the spa-
fious halls of the " Palais Elei tarai." The inter-
ested administrations of several important: countries
have already promised to lend their support to t his
exhibit ion.

The month of September has been chosen he-
cause at that time of the year the receivings at
the various stations abroad are better than in spring
time, and also because this new manifestation of
the important: w ire I ess telegraph and telephone
manufacturers will thus coincide with the meeting
of the League of Nations.

THE ' FIDELIO' JODLERS AND CHARITY.

The Swiss Benevolent Society in London (Fonds
de Secours) has received an amount of £8 6s. lOd.
in connection with the concert which the Zurich
Double Quartette " Fidelio " gave on October 7th
at Steinvav Hall. The arrangements in London
were in the hands of four members of the Swiss
Choral Society, and they are to be complimented
on the successful way in which the details have
been carried out. The official, permit of the Home
Office had to be obtained, the attitude of the latter
being anything but encouraging to foreign singers
and performers appearing before the English public.

SWISS MERCANTILE SOCITEY.

The last Monthly Meeting was held on the
22nd October at the Union Helvetia at 8.80 p.m.

The President, Mr. Cornu, presided, and in
opening the meeting called upon the Secretary to
read the minutes of the fast meeting. Following
this, the Secretary proceeded to read out the various
applications and resignations, which were dealt with
in the usual maimer. The total number of members
has increased bv 15 since the September meeting.

By far the most time occupied the discussion
with regard to suggestions concerning the livening
up of the Society's meetings, in order to stimulate
the interest of the members and to- secure a larger
attendance.

The conditions under which the Committee is
forced to work at present is so unsatisfactory as

far as the attendance is concerned, that this question
has become a matter of first importance. Although
we arc happy to notice signs of a more favourable
tendency, yet the Committee Feels that circumstances
are far from being splendid, and issues a special
appeal to all members to make it a point to he

present. Only bv coming forward and stating
their complaints, il anv, is it possible to meet the
members' wishes, and the Committee hopes that
this course mav be adopted by a large number of
members.

Mr. Chas. Strubin, President of the Entertain-
nient Committee, called again the attention of the
meeting to the firs; Cinderella Dance, which is

taking place on the 1st November at the Midland
Hotel, St. Paneras Station, from 6.00 to 11.45p.m.
He is looking forward to a large attendance.

Further dances will he held every first Satur-
day in the month, and members and friends are,
therefore, asked to reserve the following dates: —
December 6th, January Orel, February 7th, and
March 7th. No further circulars will he sent.
Tickets will alwavs he available at 24, Queen
Victoria Street (Telephone: Bank 8156). or Mr.
Chas. Strubin. lower House, 40, Trinitv Square,
E.C.O.

The meeting closed at 9.45 p.m.

PERSONAL.

The marriage is announced of Mr. Ostar Jaeggi,
who will he remembered as a vise-president of
the Swiss Mercantile Society, to Miss .V. D. Hales,
equally well remembered from the social functions
of this society. The ceremony took place tit Basle
on Tuesday, October 21st, and was followed ley
the usual family reception at the Hotel Filler.
The happy couple are spending their honeymoon
m the Siinnv South.

SWISS INSTITUTE.

The Swiss Institute, under it- acibc president,
Mr. Beckmann, opened its winter session on the
24th October with a lecture bv Mr. P. M. Short,
B.Sc., on "Socialism: Is it a Menace to Civil i-
zation?" Mr. Short traced many attempts, from
the earliest times, to ameliorate life's conditions.
Man's nature is acquisitive: in the eilort to develop
natural resources, and to overcome industrial -ditli-
cullies, Ireedom and competition are essential. He
named Socrates, Plato, and Rieardo's theory ol
surplus values, Ford's theory of service. I lasse IPs

opinion that it would lake 200 years—and by other
authorities 500 years—to overcome difficulties which
arise mainlv from the hearts ol men.

Therefore a quicker way must be found, and
Karl Marx, bv Iiis book "Capital " started his
revolutionary theories, which, however, would be

against anv progress and economic betterment, in-
stanced bv the Russian example, of winch the
lecturer gave a full survev ol its disastrous results.
He instanced his war experiences under State
management, and of ignorant control.

After some brief remarks by Mr. Joss and Mr.
Despond, instancing some existing and necessary
State managements, Air. Geilinger fully endorsed
Air. Short's opinions, saving that onlv angels could
he trusted with State control.

There are two pictures: first, to see the great
object lesson at Wemldev ol men opening- bv
capital the world's resources, by which all enjoy
better life conditions, and bv which art. science,
literature, etc., can he developed: otherwise we
should still lie roaming in the wild woods in
bear skins. The second :is the object lesson of
war control, with twenty times more officials, who
paid twenty times more and ordered liftv limes
more than needed, in consentient e of which we' are

burdened for fifty years with extra debts, and
payment of these could only be made by printing
paper money night and day.

The Swiss Institute deserves the best support
of all, as it supplies a long-felt want of more
intellectual effort.

CORRESPONDENCE.
TV FV/z/or is mpows/frte /or f//0 opm/ows f.rprmpt? fry Corres-
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AIR. ROD. GAILLARD
AND THE WEST LONDON CHORAL SOCIETY

To the Editor of 77/g AWst Ofoerzw.
Sir,—At the last moment yesterday (Saturday)

I received a ticket for the Grand Concert in aid
of the German Hospital, given by the West London
Choral Society. Not knowing if you have already
received a •cpon. mav I, as a musician and friend
of the Swiss Colony, venture to give you my
criticism of the Concert—the more so as I under-
stand that one of the principal artists of the
evening is a compatriot of yours.

Wigmore Hall was packed to its utmost on
Saturday last (Oct. 25) for the Concert given by
the West London Choral Society in aid of the
German Hospital. The applause and enthusiasm
of the audience soon proved that the Concert was
a great success from beginning to end.

The Choir, under the conductorship of Mr.
Rodolphe Gaillard, gave very fine rederings. espe-
cially of the "Landerkennung," bv Grieg, and the
" Einzug der Giiste " (" Tannhäuser ").

The ensemble and phrasing were perfect and
proved the capabilities of the voting conductor.

The violinist, Mr. Ernest Whitfield, deserved all
the applause he received. Among the other items,
Madame Telly Davies gave a line rendering of
Chanson Bohème. " Carmen," while Master Carl
Waite showed great promise as a coming pianist.

The gem of the evening was undoutedlv the
singing of Mr. Rodolphe Gaillard, who captivated
his audience with his songs by Schubert and
Brahms, the warmth of his fine baritone voice, and
his perfect phrasing and rendering.

He was • ably assisted at the piano by Miss
Irene Meyrick, who proved herself a very sympa-
thetic accompanist.

The unaccompanied encore of the Choir,
" Grösse an die Heimat," was delightfully sung
and had to he repeated.

Alanv encores had to be given: although it was
nearly eleven o'clock, many people were reluctant
to leave the hall. " Critic\.''

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED.
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E. Bachofen 2 4 9. E. J. Bruderlin (180). C. II,
Gallniann 219 j. A. Grob (219), A. Hornberger.

219 C. E. Kuderli (219). C. T. Lehmann (219;,
Theo. Schurch 193). Beter Stoeri (21.9), If. Trim-
länger (219), A. Yolkart (193), G. Wuthrich (219),
Mrs. M. Albrerht 221 P. Bessire (221), R. Dubois
(221.), Th. Bruderer (22t), A. Duruz (221), E. Gass-
man 22 1), G. Godet (221), Baut Grether (221),
L. Guggenheim (221). A. G. Hegnauer (1.95)., Miss
H. Heierle 22! John Jenny .221 L. Meyer (221),
A. L. Monell 182b I. »brist (221 : G. Meier-Mattes
(221). A. Pailiser (221 A. M. Seholer (221 A. F.
Outer 221 Swiss Institute (221), Swiss Mercantile
Society (221). J. Trost {197;. John Yeglio (224),
C. Baerlocher (222), G. Bolliger (222). M. F. Bran-
denburger (222), F. Dannmeyer (222), J. C. Dekker

183 W'illv Deutsch (222 II. Huber (222), V.
Kolik 183),'H. Kuebler : 222). A. Paris (222), E. A.
Scheid-eggcr (196). \Y. Stridor ("222), Pfarrer Wildbolz

222;. Chas. E. Wietlisbnrh (188). W. Bachmann
197;, Mrs. E. Sehrt (228), A. Andres (224), E.

Neuschvander .('224 y Miss Dora Gerber (229), E.
Widtman (199), I'. D'AUessandri (22-1), A. Isler

225

A. UNDEN,
iîtamihirturuu] Jiiitut,

19, Wardour St., Leicester Sq.

Fur Coafrs, Füemng' C7oaG>

:: IFVa/Ts, auc/ Fur F/es

o/ euerp descr/p/r'on oZ a// prices.

Every kind of Fur made and re-made
to latest fashions at moderate charges.

FURS CLEANED.
M// Çarnien/s mai/e on our ou)n premises.
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