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| HoME NEws

A petition ol Swiss residing in Alsace-Lorraine,
who sulfered damage to the amount of about five
million franes and who endeavoured to obtain
assistance from the Federal authorities, was rejected
as having no legal basis: it s olficially  stated
that such claims should be addresserd to the bolii-
gerent States concerned.

L

The damage caused by avalanches during  the
last winter has been officially computed as in the
neighbourhood of 1.1 million francs: about ten
per cent. ol this amount has been obtained from
voluntary contributions, and the Federal Council
is to be asked to grant a substantial subsidy, a:

in some instances whole homesteads  have been
demolished and as these risks cannot be covered
by insurance.

* 7ok

Puring the last summer 348 passenger-carryving
acroplanes have passed through the flying station
at Basle, without a single accident being recorded.
The  London-Paris-Basle-Zurich  line, worked . by
Tmperial Airways, Ttd., carried in 86 regular flizhts
165 passengers and 880 kilos mail and

nerchandise.
koK ok

According to statistics, the canton of Geneva

shows the largest number of car owners in relation

to population, there being to end of June last year

194 motor-cars to every 10,000 inhabitants; Neu-
chitel with 73, Vaud with 67, and Basle-Town
with 57 follow next. Of a total ol about 20,000

cars owned in Switzerland, not quite 9 per cent.
arc of home manufacture; nearly a third are im-
ported from France, and another third from Italy
and the U.S.A. combined. Of the foreign make

-~

S

the * Fiat 7 is an easy first with 2,653, “ Peugcot ”
and “ Citroén ™ being next in favour.

* ok ok
An international trafhic route, partly by water
and partly by rail, from the Rhine to the
of Lucerne and Maggiore via Milan to the Adriatic
is the ambitious scheme, strongly recommended by
an Italo-Swiss navigation committec which dolibe-
rated last week in Lugano.

aakes

* ok ok
Remarkable presence of mind  was  exhibitad
by I'rau Schild, of Grenchen, whose two-vear-old

boy wandered on to the railway line. eing an
express train approach, she was just in time to
get hold of her boy, throw him down alongside
herself, both lying flat between the rails whilst
the train passed over them, leaving both uninjurcd.

EXTRACTS FROM SWISS PAPERS.

Sept cent cnquantz fétes! — \ la Société

Qutilité publique, on s'est occupd de Uexets des
Tétes.

II'y a cu en Suisse, cet été, 47 fétes de gvm-
nastique, 25 [étes de luite, 14 fétes dlathlétisme,
32 fetes de tir, 21 fétes de chant, 20 fétes de
musique, 20 courses hippiques, 4 courses  d’auto-
mobiles, quatre expositions, etc.

SUisse

Soit 240 fétes de grande envergure.  On compte
quil v oa cu, en outre, 500 fétes de moindre 1m-
portance.

Des pourpariers sont engagés entre la Sociéid
dutilité pubiligne el les soviétés fédérales de mu-
sique, de chant, de tir et de gvmnastique pour cn

>

arviver a diminuer le nombre des [étes,
(Feuille d’Avis.)
Un peu de statistiquz genevo'se. — Sur 171,000
habitants (du canton), en 1920, 73,000 sont dans

I'industrie,

En 1923, 11,000 ouvriers de fabriques dans le
canton, contre 13,000 en 1911,

Le nombre des chomeurs, complets ou particls,
tombe de 3441 4 2198, de 1922 a4 1923,

Les Torces motrices du canton sont de plus de
41,000 CV (disponibilités).

726,000 vovageurs sont, en 1923, partis de Cor
navin: 698,000 I'an précédent.

Le trafic marchandises, toujotrs A
sest accru de 769,000 a 776,000 tonnes.

Le rang de Cornavin est, en Suisse, le deuxitme
pour le tonnage, le quatriégme pour les voyagzeurs.

Cornavin,

) L02,600 en

Aux Vollandes, 521,000 vovageurs:
1922, et 48,000 tonnes marchandises  (3.0).
Le trafic du port fut de 261,000 vovageurs
ct de 5000 tonnes (3). (Journd de- Gen

2459,

")

Le drapeau des pompiers. — Dimanche (5 Oct.)
a eu licu a Fribourg la bénédiction du drabcau
du bataillon des sancurs-pompicrs de cette ville.

A9 heures, le hataillon rasseml aux
Grand'places.  Puis  divers excrcices ¢t concours
de subdivisions ont ¢té exéeutés. N 10 heures 4b.
le corps s'est reformé pour la bénédiction du dra-
pean.  Un service religieux, célébré par M. e
capitajne-aumonier  Waeber, a commencd o 11
heures, aux Grand’places.  Une foule enthurait Lo
bataillon.  Outre les délégations des corps de pom-
piers du dehors. on remarquait les drapeanx de
toutes les locales.

Dans son allceution de circonstance, M. 1 capi-
tainc-aumonier Wacber a rappelé la signilication
du nouvel étendard et a souligné les nombreux
liens qui unissent le dévouement des sapews-pom
piess a la charitd chrétienne et & Uidée religicus

La remis: du drapcan au bataillon a cu licu
Paprés-midi. Elle o été suivie de nouveaux exe
cices, d'un cortege et d'un banquet.  Une soirde
familitre a cette féte, dont la réusite  Tui
complete. (Fewlle d'Avis.)
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Die Hechwildiagd im Albulagebisi ist diescr T:
zu Ende gesangen.  Sie zeitigte im allgemeinen
bescheidene Resultate.  In Preda sind etliche Gem
sen geschossen worden, desgleichen in Filisur, wo
nicht weniger als 37 Manu das Patent zeldst haben

sollen.  Bergiin und Umgebung verzeichnet einen
geringen  Abschluss: selbst alte, erfahrene Gems-
jiger sind dieses  Jahr mnicht auf ihre Rechnung

gekommen,  Ein “glicklicher ™ Anfinger war ein
Jiger i Latsch, der als debiitierender Waidimann
nicht weniger als vier Rehbocke, zwei stattliche
Gemshocke und  etliche Murmeltiere zur  Strecke
gebracht hat. Imoalleemeinen wird iiber Riick-
gang namentlich des  lochwildes geklagt. is
scheint uns dies um so merkwirdiger, als die un-
mittelbare Nidhe des wildreichen Bannbezirkes Piz
Acla gerade das innere Albulatal stark befruchien
sollte Aber erfabrene  Jager sazen, dass  cin
Ucberspringen des Talflusses, auch beim niedrizsten
Wasserstand, weder von Gemsen noch Rehen leicht
praktiziert werde. Ein Mitarbeiter des “ Freien
Riitier 7 beliirwortet die Jagd nach alter Biindner
Jigerart mit der Flinte oder dem Stutzen. Ralli-
nierte  Jagdwatien, wie die hochmodernen  Biichs-
flinten mit dem  *“Ziclfernrohr 7 sind, die  dem
Jiger aul grissere Distanzen und bet einbrechender
Dumkelheit ein ganz genaues Zielen und Fassen des
zu schiessenden Wildes ermdglichen, sollten nach

seiner Ansicht gesetzlich verboten werden.  Der-
artigen Instrumenten sei das arme Wild schonungs-

los ausgelicfert.  Wenn zur grossen Jdgerzahl noch
die technische  Vervollkommnung  der  Jagdwalien
hinzukommt, diirfien dic herrlichen Gemsreviere in
wenigen Jahren vollstiindig ausgeschossen sein.

(T hurg. Volks:eitung.)

Der Ansturm aufs Zivilstandesamt. — .\n den beiden
Tagen vom 2. and 4. Oktober sind in Ziirich nicht
weniger als 63 Paare getraut worden.  Mit einer
solchen Heiratslust kann allerdings die Bautiitizkeit
nicht Schritt halten. s wiire interessant, fest-
stellen zu konnen., wie viele von «den neuen Ehe-
paaren wir v oeigene Wohnunz gefunden haben,

(Ziiricher Post.)

D’HOSPICE A HOTEL.

By A. W.

Ceux de nous qui ont eu ozcasion de s‘arréter
aa Grand St. Bernard et d'y goiter Phospitalité des
moines, seront navrés de savoir quion parle do
couvertir une partic de hespice en hitel.

Les moines, qui depuis plus de mille ans, ot
accucilliy logé et nourri les vovageurs sans jamis
rien leur demander, ne sont pas & blimer. Lo
touriste n'est plus aussi généreux: il aime rocevoir
et ne donne rien en retour.

Le T%mes en date du 9 Octobre nous donne un
intéressant article & ce sujeci—

The Hospice of the Great St. Bernard F:
we are told, is likely to be changed from a hospice
into an hotel.  For nearly one thousand vears food
and shelter have been freely given on the spot
where St. Bernard of  Menthon, Archdeacon of
Aosta, and the evangelist ol the Alps, founded a
monastery in a place of perpetual snow, more than
cight thousand feet above sea level.  Manyv and
very diverse have been the wayfarers who have
used, since the days of St. Bernard, the pass which
before his time was known to Roman and to Celiic
warriors and traders.  French and German pilgrims

Rome (it was these whom the

founder of the monastery chiefly had it in mind
to serve), limperors and their medieval armies,
French soldiers and Austrian ecclesiastics, workmen,
ichtscers—all these and

on their way- to

hunters, students, climbers, s
many more have partaken of the hospitality ol the
foundation, receiving food and shelter free. Time
was, and has not yet wholly passed, when the
famous deg—of the noble St. Bernard breed, which
is said to be in origin a spaniel, erossed perhaps
with the —was far more than
an attractive show: his 3 couraze, and
his long training enabled him to do the work of
rescue which picture, song, and story have deli
to celebrate.  Of the rescued and the suc
the fed and the housced, nothing was asked. They
honcured the  Hospice by accepting  its gift of
charity: they might, if thev would, honour them-
selves by giving of their own charity.  Both host
and guest, free ol the tint of barter and sale,
might enjoy the interdenendent privileges of giving
and

Pyrencan sheepd
sagacity, his

[

and receiving, of thanklully acceptit gene-
rously bestowing.  But now, il the report be true,
the old virtue and dignity are to pass away. One

courteous relation has failed to use
its opportunity; and the other party is thus robbed
of its power.  The modern traveller will {ake, but
will not give, and the Canons Resular—the Monks
of St. Bernard, as they are Tamiliarly cailed—-who
for seven centuries have played the host, must stoop
from hest to trader.  The Hospice, invaded by
swarms where it used to welcome handfuls, can
bear the expense no longer: and from a hospice
must degrade itself to be an hotel.

Some small amount of sneering may be expected.
We shall perhaps hear talk of Switzerland “on
the make,” and be reminded of the nationality and
the intended profession ol that very prudent person,
Mr. Bernard Shaw’s “ chocolate  soldier.”  Such
sneers will not come from those who have exercised
their privilege of freely giving where n> price
was demanded.  The Monks of St. Bernard will
only be doing what the guardians of most of our
own Cathedrals and other buildings of historic
interest have long been compelled to do. - In the
abstract there is much to be said for the plea
that such greai monuments and  fields of study
should be free to all who wish to se2 them. In
practice, Westminsier Abbey, like board and Indg-
g at a mountain hospice, cat deal of
money; and at present there is no suflicient evidence
that the bold experiment, successfully made during
a short period in Chester Cathedral, would be sure
of success clsewhere. Il giving be not voluntary,
it must be made obligatory, because compulsion is
the only offset to the habit of mind which at its
best is but ignorance and thoughtlessness, and at
its worst is a coniemptible meanness.  This is the
habit of mind which threatens to bring the Hospice
of the Great St. Bernard down from its unsullied
height ol charity into the trafiic of the common
market; and, though the change would indeed be
lamentable, the most lamentable part of it would
be the spread of a vulgar vice to infeci an honour-
able virtue.

party to the
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AS OTHERS SEE US.

The following
agpeared in the *

xtract from an article which
ning Standard ™ (Oct. 14ik)

e

ozver the wune of IMr. G. 1. Mair. S0
unscrezned sidelights ox Life in Gener
International  brotherhood makes  strange bed-

fellows, and when the League of Nations Assembly
is sitting,. the scat of the TLeague becomes the
most astenishing political museam in the world.
Geneva has always been an odd place, and beneath
the outward calm of an appearance which some-
times resembles Eastbourne, sometimes Windermere,
and gencrally has the hue ot all the coloured photo-
graphs that ever were, it hides an amazing i
of passicnately held, contradictory loyaliies.

Over the old town there broods the gloomy

majesty of Calvin.  Now, Calvin once, and in
Geneva, burned for heresy a French Protestant
called Servet.  This dubious episode in his carcer

is celebrated twice over, once by an inscription in
the city itself, which fatuously declares Calvin’s
fault to have been that, not of himself, but of
his time, and secondly by a statue of his victim.

Is the statue in Geneva iself > Certainly not.
It decorates the main square of a little Erench
village just over the frontier, to which the trams
run from Geneva cvery twenty minutes, and it
Lears on its pedestal an inscription that as the
Town Ceuncil of Geneva refused it it has been
put up there ins ead.

There are more recent horrors behind this bland
exterior. It was on the quay where the leisurely
steamers start to amble to Lausanne that the Em-
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