
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1924)

Heft: 166

Rubrik: Notes and Gleanings

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 21.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


958 THE SWISS OBSERVER. September C, 1924.

7VOr£S A/VD G££AA///VGS.

The Season in Switzerland.
It is somewhat surprising that, although weather

conditions have been anything but encouraging,
the holiday season in Switzerland has been most
successful as far as our hotel industry is concerned.
A remarkable feature has been the eagerness of
men and women for climbing; ascents have been
attempted, even without guides, which in ordinary
good weather are considered dangerous. A wave
of mountain madness seems to have been in the
air which the inevitable fatal accidents were un-
able to stifle. The /J/or/zzzzg- Pus/ (Aug. 27th), in
dealing with the season in Switzerland, gives the
following interesting zc.w/wze, which should be a

source of satisfaction to all of us: —
In spite of some really shocking weather and the

absence of sunshine, the present season is by far the
best the country has seen, not only since the war, but
within memory. It is, in the main, an American
season, but the British and German contingents arc
not far behind in numbers, while the Dutch are also
in considerable force.

The Swiss hoteliers were hit almost harder by the
Peace than by the War, and the trade slump and
visa troubles during 1920 and 1921 finished off most
of the " severely wounded." Thus many hotels closed
down, and still more came into the hands of. the big
banks, who held their mortgages. Now, however,
the survivors are beginning to " sit up and take
nourishment " in a very literal sense, for the whole
country is full from end to end, and I hear of people
even sleeping in the big stations, after a room-hunt.
By the time these lines appear the crowds will, no
doubt, have thinned out, and as September is perhaps
' the ' month of the year here, what I have said need
not discourage intending travellers.

There is a good deal of difference between the
visitors of to-day and those of yesterday, and one looks
almost in vain for well-known names among the lists:
Is it, perhaps, that they now travel ' incognito ' Gn
the other hand, the number of different nationalities is
extraordinary. One hotel manager told me he had
no fewer than twenty-two represented among his guests.
They all seem to get on without friction, so far as
one can see. The Americans this summer are much
more in favour than were their predecessors last year,
and the same may be said of the British. The German
Junker is no longer seen, or heard, and his countrymen
are of à humble, but apparently wealthy class, and
behave with a becoming modesty. They are un-
mistakable, but innocuous. Long may it last

Travelling itself is the acme of comfort. There are
plenty of trains, and the times are kept to a minute,
except in some of the international expresses, but even
these are not so badly overdue as a rule. One of the
main changes in post-war travelling conditions is that
the majority of tourists now make their arrangements
through agencies, even the best rooms being booked
in this way, and, consequently, hotels that formerly
scorned orders for parties are only too pleased to work
hand in hand with the agencies to-day. Certainly this,
as well as the conducted tour, facilitates things from
everyone's point of view.

It is surprising how bright and simple are the
Customs formalities. With memories of the last ten
years in mind, one now walks smiling and happily
through without more than what seems a. cheery word
of greeting from the ' douanier.' Passports, too, are
stamped after only a cursory glance at the holder.
The Catholic Congress in Switzerland.

A correspondent writes that our reference under
this heading in our last issue was " somewhat vague
and not to the point," and was evidently influenced
by "the writers natural pride in his native town."
We suppose we »/?«/! plead guilty, but to satisfy
our correspondent's hunger for matter-of-fact and
unadorned information, we reprint below the report
published by the 7/zzzzw.yz? zzzzal CW/zoZ/c // "<•<'/•/;

(Aug. 22nd): —
Huge public demonstrations—the largest ever held

by Catholics in Switzerland—characterised the sixth
Swiss Catholic Congress, which took place at Basle
from August 9th to 12th.

The Congress opened on the Saturday with a
meeting of the delegates of the Swiss Catholic Popular
Society, an organisation with branches in most of the
parishes in the country.

This was followed by a banquet for Catholic jour-
nalists at the Congress. Thirty newspapers were repre-
sented at the function.

In the evening the first mass meeting was held in
the spacious hall of the Mustermesse. Dr. Niederhauser,
the first Catholic member of the local Government and
chairman of the local committee, welcomed the con-
gressists, and speeches were made by representative
Catholics from the French, German, Italian ana Ro-
mansch speaking parts of Switzerland,

Sunday was the great day of the Congress. Four-
teen special trains from various parts of the country
brought thousands of people into the ancient city. Ponti-
fical Masses were celebrated in the four churches, and
Low Masses were said in three public schools, which
had been specially decorated for the purpose.

The early afternoon saw the massing of great
numbers of men congressists for the procession -mem-
bers of Catholic students' societies in their regalia:
the official representatives of the local Governments of
the nine Catholic Cantons, preceded by their standard
bearers: the guests of honour: the central and local
committees : the Catholic men's societies of all the
twenty-two Cantons.

Each of the contingents from the rural Cantons
was headed by a group of men and women in their
picturesque native dress.

In the centre of the procession marched some
fifteen hundred Catholics from the State of Baden,
together with an equal number of Alsatians.

Altogether more than 20,000 men took part in the
pageant. Eighty bands played music during the pro-
gress of the procession.

The procession proceeded through the main streets
in the centre of the city, which were lined by many
thousands of sympathetic onlookers of different creeds.

Two great mass meetings were afterwards held, one
for the German-speaking congressists, and the other
for the French people. Amongst the principal speakers
at the gatherings were M. Guiseppe Motta and M.
Jean Musy, both Catholic members of the Swiss
Federal Government; Mgr. Robert Buerkler. Bishop of
St. Gall, and Mgr. Marius Besson, Bishop of Lausanne
and Geneva.

Monday was devoted chiefly to committee meetings
of numerous societies, at which home missions, educa-
tion, abstinence, the Press, art and science, trade union-
ism and social problems were discussed.

On the following day close on seven thousand men
and women made a pilgrimage to Mariastein, which,
after Einsiedeln, is the most famous shrine of Our Lady
in Southern Europe.

Here, in the beautiful church of the monastery, the
Apostolic Nuncio to the Sw'ss Government, Mgr. Luigi
Maglione, celebrated High Mass.

Previous to the service, the Nuncio, the Swiss
Bishops and Benedictine Abbots, twelve in all, made
a solemn entry into the church. The Nuncio afterwards
bestowed the Papal Blessing on the pilgrims.

Two open-air meetings for the French and German
congressists were subsequently held in the neighbour-
hood of the church. They began and ended with the
same words. " Gelobt sei Jesus Christus "—" Blessed
be the name of Jesus "—said the Chairman. " In Ewig-
keit. Amen "—" For ever and ever "- responded the
people.

Inter parliamentary Union.

What on the face of it would appear as a very
important meeting is treated rather scantily in the
English press. The Inter-Parliamentary Union was
formed some 35 years ago to bring together the
M.P's from different countries with the object of
discussing questions of international politics: the
founders had also cherished the lofty wish and hope
that disputes between nations should be submitted
to the Union for adjudication, thus eliminating
recourse to war. The 22nd conference was held
last week at Berne in the council chamber of the
Nationalrat, when 24 countries were represented,
including live English M.P's. Amongst the reso-
lut ions submitted were: —

That the constitutions of all nations should contain
stipulations forb'elding secret agreements, ancl that all
treaties and agreements should be communicated to
Parliament ;

That every country should have a committee on
foreign affairs, having the right to demand information
concerning any negotiations in progress :

That an annual report should be published on the
administration of foreign affairs, and that ' secret funds
should be done away with.

One of the English representatives, Mr. Pethick
Imwrencc, M.P., stated that the British Govern-
ment had now promised that "in future all treaties
" would be laid 21 days ou the table of the House
" of Commons, and that they would not be ratified
"unless the House agreed to this course"!

Dairying Methods in Tipperary.
The following report of an official visit by

Swiss experts on agriculture to au Irish creamery
is published in the /m/z P/wrs (Aug. 27th): —

Recently Professor Keppel. Minister of Agriculture
for Switzerland, accompanied by two members of the
Swiss Senate, visited the Tipperary Co-operative
Creamery. The Swiss Government are anxious to
secure first-hand information with regard to Irish dairy-
ing and butter-making, and they asked Mr. Hogan.
the Free Slate Minister of Agriculture, to facilitate them
in their investigations. The visit to the Tipperary
Creamery was the result of that request.

The party, who were accompanied by Mr. Johnson,
Chief Inspector of the Department of Agriculture, and
Messrs. Toomey and Lyons, were met at the Creamery
by Mr. P. L Ryan. President of the Tipperary Co-
operative Society; Mr. Edward O'Dwyer, Mr. T. F.
Crowe, and by the manager, Mr. Edward O'Callaghan,
who extended to them a cordial welcome. During the
visit the Swiss deputation made a close study of the
methods of dairying, and they were surprised to learn
that the yearly output of butter from the Creamery was
700 tons, with a turnover of £120,000. They were
particularly struck by what was to them the novel
sight of the long line of cars which brought milk to
the Creamery, and took photographs of the; scene
Professor Keppel also took photographs of the interior
and exterior of the Creamery.

Before leaving they warmly thanked Mr. P. L. Ryan
and Mr. O'Callaghan for the courtesy extended to them.

The party also visited Ballykisteen Stud Farm,
where they ' were received by Mr. J. W. A. Harris..
They were keenly interested in the splendid bloodstock
there. They also visited Sir Gilbert Greenhall's prize
dairy herd near Kihuallock.

Real Maids of All Work.
Domestic service is one of the callings where

" special mentions " are unknown, ancl it is refresh-
ing—and may even raise delightful hopes for some
of us—to read the psalters of praise lavished on the
Swiss girl bv a correspondent in the Z>zz7r CVzro-
zzic/e (Aug. 28th). Unfortunately, -he does not dis-
close the name of the Eldorado where these unique
qualities arc still in evidence. However, unless
we are very much mistaken, these Swiss girls have
proved lo possess a peculiar knack in quickly
assimilating the ways and notions of their English
prototypes when arriving in this country. This is
what their apostle says: —

A comparison of the conditions of Swiss and Eng-
fish domestic service gives results that make the on-
looker think: a life that is sheer, concentrated essence
of labour is the portion of the former to a remarkable
degree. The calm acceptance of this state of affairs,
the contented spirit in which duties are performed, and
the unruffled demeanour that marks the Swiss maid
come as a surprise to the visitor to her country.

Sometimes, not invariably, the Swiss maid " lives
in." In either case she is an early riser, and sets about
her duties soon after fi a.m. From this hour she works
steadily on, usually until about 10.30 or 11 p.m.
When she rests or indulges in recreation is a mystery.
A half-day—it is always on the Sabbath—once in every
two weeks is the only free time she ever has.

The wages of the Swiss hotel chambermaid are
extremely small; until this year one who attended tome
had relied entirely upon the generosity of the visitors,
and this particular girl is only one of many who have
done likewise. She told us, quite naturally, much
about herself. The care of two étages, comprising at
least twenty-four bedrooms, fell to her lot. Ours were
always in spotless condition.

The Swiss maid is frequently a well-educated girl ;

often she is diplômée, speaking two languages fluently.
Marriage, in many cases, is not allowed to interfere
with her work, and she is as often madame as made-
moiselle.

Hôpital Français à Londres,
172, 174, 176, Shaftesbury Ave., 31 -36, Gt. St. Andrew Street, W.C.2

Telephone : Regent 135.

Owi-wZ flu.r FVawc«/.? £Z «M.r EZrawa«?*.? prtMi?/*0.v rffcZ/ncZ/on rte
7'eZ/fir/o« eZ wras teZZ?*e« <te mtommanrfar/o».

Jte.? ?/ so??Z ZomJom?*.? eZ ?/ ?*eeo/wiZ te?
me/Ztewrs sows GßvlTLYTEJ/EiVT. Ura cerZam «ombre rîtewZre ewa* *o«Z
e/u'öites c7ia<zM« a««ee à /a J/ateo« (te Co«iwte.?ce«ce Fran<?a/.?e <te JMaAZow,

o« ite somZ eoateme«Z ZroiZe.? GiMTE/TEilfEiVT.

MALADES EXTERNES.
Consultations tous les matins à 10 heures, sauf les Dimanches

et jours fériés.
Services (le Messieurs

Les Lundi et Jeudi HUGH S. STANNUS. M.D.. M.R.C.P.
Les Mardi et Vendredi E. A. O. LAURENT. M.B.. B.S.. M.R.C.S.
Les Mercredi et 8 amedi ROBERT M. R,o\VE, M.A.. M.D..F.R.C.S

MALADIES de la GORGE, du NEZ et des OREILLES
Le Jeudi à 2 heures DAN. MCKENZIE, M.D.. F.R C.S (Edin.)

OCULISTE
Le Mercredi à 2 heures James McHoul. M.B.. F .R.C.S. (Edin.)

MALADIES GEN1TO-URINAIRES
Les Mardi et Vendredi à 2 h. J. BRAUN, M.D.(Genève)

CHIRURGIEN-DENTISTE
Le Mercredi à 9.30 heures WESLEY BABBITT. O.B.E.. L.D.S., R.C.S

MALADES INTERNES.
MEDECINS Services de Messieurs

Les Mardi et Vendredi ft 2 h. J. CAMPBELL McClube, M.D.
Les Lundi et Jeudi à 2 heures F. G. CROOKSHANK, M.D F.R.C.P.

CHIRURGIENS
Le Mardi à 2 heures Sir W. ARBUTHNOT Lane. Bart.,

C.B.. M.S., F.R.C.S.
Le Vendredi à 2 heures J. A. CAIRNS Forsyth.

GYNECOLOGIE M.Sc.. Ch.B.. F.R.C.S.
Les Mardi et Vendredi ft 2 h. Sept. Sunderland. M.D.. M.R.C.P.

Directeur des Services de Ray- F. HERNAMAN JOHNSON,
ons X et d'Electro-Thérapie M.D. (Aberd.), D.M.R.& E. (Cantab.)

Chef de Laboratoire KENNETH ECKENSTEIN. M.B., B S.

n; A,.,. I CtEORES PIOTROWSKI. M.D..(Genève)Médecins Residents -j yj^UKICE GADHAT, M.D. (Plris)

Pom?* raweZawemewZs com «teme«Za/?*e.s\ .s'arîrmrr aw «SfecreZa/re de
'e- THop/ZaZ, Z72, S/ia/ZesbMr?/ vlre««é\ TVC.2.
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MARKET REPORTS

CATALOGUES

PRICE LIST

LEAFLETS, &c.

in] Foreign Languages
a Speciality.

— 7e/ep/ione ; C/7*y 4603.

Frederick Printing Co Ltd.
21, Garlick Hill, London, E.C.4.

CROWE & CO. (London), LTD.

5/iippmg <£ Foruiarcb'ng Agents,

158, BISHOPSGATE, LONDON, E.C.2.
ZWepAowe : ß/V7(o/)S(/afe 7166-7760.

AND AT

MANCHESTER LIVERPOOL ANTWERP STRASBOURG
MULHOUSE BASLE ZURICH ST. GALL CH1ASSO

COMO MILAN GENOA ROME.

Special Daily Services to and from Italy, Switzerland
and France, connecting with sailings from all ports.

Efficient Organisation for Colonial and Overseas Traffic.
C. O.D's. collected and remitted promptly

Through Bills of Lading issued.

M/SCELLA/VEOt/S AD V£7? 77S£M£ATS

Not exceeding H lines ;—Ter insertion. 2/6 : three insertions. 5/-
Postage extra on replies addressed c'o #/m\? Ob.?e/*m*.

BOARD-RESIDENCE.—Single and Double Rooms,
overlooking large gardens: use of drawing-room; every
convenience: good cooking; very central; Swiss pro-
prietor; terms from 24 gns.—41, Tavistock Square,
W.C.I. Z

GRAFTON HOUSE, The Vale, Acton, London. W.3.
Overlooking park: easy and quick access to City;
partial board (breakfast, late dinner, full week-ends);
35s. per week; good English spoken.—Apply, " H."

WANTED, A LADY to give Lessons in Fine Em-
broidery and Lace Stitches to class of cripple girls.—
Apply to Manageress. 6. Beauchamp Place, Btompton
Road, S.W.3. for further particulars.

TYPEWRITER for Sale. Remington No. 10. excel-
lent condition, specially fitted with useful Brief (14 in.)
Carriage and all French and German accents; £9 10s.—
Apply, Housekeeper, 1.9, St. Dunstan's Hill. E.C.3.

SWISS GENTLEMAN, looking for a nice room in
English family: quick access to City; breakfast, late
dinner, full week-ends. — Apply, " S.", c o. ' Swiss
Observer,' 21. Garlick Hill, E.G.4.

WANTED, by married couple, Furnished Apartments,
consisting of bedroom, sitting-room, kitchenette, use of
bathroom and garden.—Please reply to " I. K.", c/o.

I 'Swiss Observer,' 21, Garlick Hill, E.C.4. •
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