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HOME NEWS “ ‘

1l

In the elections for half of the members of the
Berne Municipal Council, the constitutional partics
slightly increased their strength; they now hold
40 seats, against 37 held by the Socialists.

* ok k

The Federal Tribunal has upheld the decision of
the Lucerne cantonal courts, which deprived the
Lucerne advocate Dr. Kramis of the right to exercise
his profession for a period of five ycars.

* ok ok

By a large majority (130 to 23) the National
Council has agreed to the proposed abolition of
Sunday delivery; the Swiss Post Office will thereby
effect a saving of over a million francs.

* kK
The budget for 1924 for the town of Basle

anticipates a deficit of over seven million francs.
* Kk ok

Statistics, compiled B_V the national association
of Swiss universities, show that the number of
students at our universities has decreasd by about
2505 since the vear 1913; foreign students, who
in the latter year represented 519 of the total,
now number 180% only.

* ok ok

The largest creditors’ meeting ever held in
Switzerland took place last Monday in Basle, when
the affairs of the local “ Hypothekenbank ” came
under discussion; amongst other business, the 1,200
creditors present declined an offer from the Deutsche
Bank in Berlin, which, énter alia, proposed reducing
«Uhun guarantees undertaken by the latter from
to 1() mllhon Imn(s

Y

During a recent dmnonsl,ralion and conflict in
Lorrach, near Basle, a number of Communists
escaped arrest by crossing the Swiss frontier. A

subsequent request of the Baden authorities for their
extradition has so far been successfully resisted
by the Communists concerned; their claim to the
privilege of free asylum as political fugitives is
now being III\L‘wlI'T’ll(([ by the Federal Tribunal
in Lnus(mnc.

Novel experiments in traffic control during the
dark hours are being made in Zurich. At one of
the busy crossings (Bahnhofstrasse-Paradeplatz) the
policemen on duty direct the traffic with the help
of staves partly made of glass, displaying, when
required, a sharp red light, which can be noticed
for some distance by approaching vehicles.

* ok ok

A most fervent appeal is being made in Switzer-
land in favour of Swiss domiciled in Germany; in
some districts a house-to-house collection is being
made. *® k¥

Dr. Thomas Bossart, the “Abt” of the Einsiedeln
monastery, has died at the age ol 66, after a long
illness. * kK

On the occasion of the annual meeting of the
Zurich  Democratic party in Winterthur, Federal
President  Scheurer delivered an address, dealing
with the development of our constitution during
the last 75 vears. We give below a reswmé, pub-
lished by the National Zeitung (11th Dec.):—
kurz dul die Kralt hingewiesen hat,
dic der Erinnerung an frithere Zeiten entspringt,
gibt er cinen kurzen geschichtlichen Ueberblick
tiber die schwierigen \mha!tm\\, unter denen un-
sere Verfassung von 1848 entstanden ist, und hebt
hervor, das Hauptverdienst der Schopler derselben
sei, dass sie nach Besiegung ihrer politischen und
religisen Gegner diese ausserordentlich milde be-
handelten und in der neuen Verfassung ihnen nach
Moglichkett entgegenkamen.  Nur so ist es ihnen

Nachdem er

gelungen, das Land von den unseligen Wirren zu
befreien und ihm eine ruhige Entwicklung zu
sichern.  Hicraul  geht Bundespriisident Scheurer

«uf die innerpolitische Seite unserer Bundesverfas-
sung ein.  Von diesem Standpunkte aus betrachtet
er als Hauptproblem den Bundesstaat.  Er weist
darauf hin, welch grosse und schwierige Aufgabe
unserc Vortahren durch Einfihrung dieser Staats-
form gelost haben.  Denn es galt damals, mchr
als den blossen “ Kantonligeist 7’ zu {iberwinden,
wie heute oft behauptet wird. Sonst hitten nicht
zwei Minner, die in vollig entegegengesetzten poli-
tischen Lagern standen und denen man gewiss nicht
Mangel an politischem Weitblick nachsagen kann:
Phil. Ant. von Segesser in Luzern und Jakob Burck-
hardt in Basel, das Verschwinden der Kantonssouve-
rianitit tief bedauert. Bundesprisident Scheurer ist
der Meinung, dass fir die Schweiz in absehbarer
Zeit eine andere Form als der Bundesstaat nicht
méglich ist, da dieser den verschiedenen Gegenden
unseres Landes erlaubt, sich ihren besonderen Ver-
hiltnissen anzupassen. Wir miissen: deshalb bestrebt
sein, einen lebensfihigen Bund und lebensfihige
Kantone zu erhalten, wobei eine scharfe Trennung

der Kompetenzen von Bund und Kantonen uner-
ldasslich ist.  Nachdem der Redner noch kurz auf
die Gefahren cines extremen Zentralismus und eines
extremen Foderalismus  aufmerksam  gemacht hat,
beleuchtet er die Aufgaben unseres Bundesstaates
in ‘m\\unpnli'.iwlwr Bezichung.  Erfreulicherweise
ist es der Schweiz gelungen, im Kreise der Volker
cine uLl\mnggdm‘wmk‘ Stellung einzunehmen. Doch
missen wir uns vor jeder Selbstiiberschitzung hiiten.
Als Grundsatz fiic unsere Aussenpolitik betrachtet
der Sprecher folgendes: Wir miissen die auswirti
Ang(zl(*gu}hmivu selbstiindig  betrachten, auf dic

mannigfaltige Zusammensetzung  unseres  Landes
Riicksi nehmen und unsere Kraft nicht iber-
schiitzen Deshalb miissen wir alles unterstiitzen,

was zum Frieden unter den fremden Volkern dient.
Hicrzu gehort auch der Volkerbund, der trotz aller
Anfeindungen schon viel geleistet hat und der nach
der Meinung des Bundesprisidenten Dascinsberech-

tigung besitzt.  Dann kommt der Redner auf die
Demokratie  zu sprechen, welche Staatsform  fiir
unser Land die einzig richtige ist, wenn sic ver-

niinftig angewendet wird, trotzdem auch sie natiir-
lich Gefahren in sich birgt. Zum Schlusse beriihrt
der Bundespriisident noch kurz das Verhiltnis der
Staatsverwaltung zum  ganzen Land. Wenn  wir

auch jede unnétige \ll\(l(hlltll]" des Verwaltungs-
apparates I:L*I\mn])Im\, so warnt Scheurer doch vor
allzu scharfer Kritik, da sonst das gegenseitige

Vertrauen untergraben wird.  Wie schwierig es
auch ist, eine cinmal verlotterte Verwaltung wiede
in Gang zu bringen, kénnen wir im Auslande genii-
gend sehen.  Zuriickblickend auf die 75 Jahre des
Bestehens unsceres Bundesstaates stellt Bundespriisi-
dent Scheurer fest, dass derselbe die Kraft besass,
die an ihn nL\\olllcu Aufgaben zu 1ésen. Wenn es
uns ‘auch in Zukunft l»elmrrt zu zeigen, dass es
trotz drei verschiedenen Ixullurcn, Sprachen  und
Konfessionen moglich ist, zusammenzuleben und zu-
sammenzuarbeiten, so erliillt unser Bundesstaat seine
Pflicht gegeniiber dem Volk und gegeniiber der
ganzen Menschheit,

NOTES AND GLEANINGS.

By “Kypura.”

Well, the clections are over, and the result is in
so far satisfactory that it has given Free Trade a
clear victory and opened the way for quite an
amount of democratic legislation, such as clectoral
reform, to instance only one pressing matter.  \s
I wrote two weeks ago, an enormous amount of
rubbish has heen printed during the British elec-
toral campaign on the Swiss Capital Levy proposal
of a year ago. 1 have been snowed under almost
by press cuttings dealing with such utterances by
candidates of all parties, but, as the matter is not
likely to crop up for a while, I propose to do as
did those wise little fishes at Greenwich.
Fascism in Switzerland.

Foening Standard (21st Nov.):—

The Swiss Federal Council has just cut the Gordian
knot of n\vl\ln in Switzerland by promulgating a
decree making ainst the law to wear a bElack
shirt ! (says the sh United Press).

ccording to wiss Federal Council a Fascist

hirt has just about as much, chanre
with a revolution as Samson shorn

shorn of his blacl
of " getting away
of his 5

The essity for this drastic action on the part
of the Swiss Federal Government was the rapid sprewd
of I'ascism in the Southern Canton of Tessin.  This
Canton has a large population of [talians, and a
certain portion of this public has never failed to con-
duct an irredentist propaganda for the return of this
Canton to Italy.

So stringent is the new
accustomed to wear black
waistcoat and coat are not exempt from arrest for
violation of the decree. All Fascist banners and other
insignia are also prohibited, except buttons and neckties.

Our compatriots at home have often very strange
notions.  Witness the Conradi verdict! Witness
also the various Biirgerwehren, formed in opposition
to the Swiss Bolshevists.  If people would only
use their democratic constitutional means of fighting
political batties, il they would only remember that
two wrongs do not make one right! I am pleased
to see that the Federal Government has stepped in,
if the above report is cerrect, and has ted that
decree. T hope the Federal Government will have
enough wisdom and courage to do the same at all
times and against any party or society which is so
oblivious of our democratic institutions as to think
such means legitimate or even necessary.

My readers know by now that one of my pet
theories has to do with the abolition of political
and economical frontiers. I welcome all signs
which point towards that, to my mind, not only
desirable, but, if our civilisation is to survive,
inevitable end. In the Manchester Guardian Com-
mercial (22nd Nov.) I read:—

Marseilles-Geneva.
At the recent meeting at Lyvons of the Franco-Swiss

decrec that even people
shirts under the regular

. construction of the Rhine-Main-Danube canal.

Rhéne the Swiss were in-
hasten the constitution of

Committee for the Upper
sistent that France should
the Compagnie Nationale du Rhéne, under the pro-
visions of the law of 1921. This is necessary for the
execution of the work of adapting the Upper Rhéne
for navigation between Lyons and Geneva. The law
provides that this work shall be carried on pdra”el
with the work of electrification. © The Swiss point out
that the Germans have made a great effort for the
There
is also a project for connecting the Danube with the
Lake of Constance, which would thus become a great
river dock for the countries of Central and L(\stcm
Europe.  This, however, would place the Swiss in
close economic depcn(lcmc on Germany, and to escape
this they want to sec the barges coming in from
Marseilles to Lake Geneva.

Lyons would benefit greatly by this development
of the Rhéne. It would become the centre for the
waterways from Marseilles or Cette, Bordeaux or Saint
Nazaire, 4nd "Antwerp via Strasbourg. Marseilles and
even Bordeaux are nearer Switzerland than Antwerp is.

These projects are dependent upon an agreement
between France and Switzerland on the subject of
Lake Geneva. The French have demanded the raising
of the level of the lake by 40 to 50 centimetres as a
technical condition necessary to the execution of the
work. Up to the present the Swiss have raised certain
difficulties, but the TFranco-Sw Committee is ¢n-
deavouring to smooth them away. It has also dis-
cussed plans for the improvement of the Rhone-Rhine
canal.  Works are in ss to make it accessible
to 300-ton barges. also a project for a new
canal of 1,200 tons capacity, that of the Rhine barges.
The Committee will next meet at Paris.

Of course, you may think that Switzerland de-
sires “ barges coming in from Marseilles to Lake
Geneva” in order not to be too dependent eco-
nomically on Germany. Quite so. But the proposed
or desired solution is also inevitably a step towards
the drawing together of the Three Nations.

A further encouraging sign, pointing, slightly
but all the same distinctly, the same way is the

@

EARNING PUWER

IS YOUR

GREATEST ASSET.

Do not leave it unprotected.
Take out a Personal Accident
Policy —INCOME INSURANCE ; for
you can never tell when the
sudden accident will occur
and render you helpless.

ACT IN TIME.

£1,000 in case of accidental
death or permanent disability
and £5 per week in case of
temporary disability costs you
only’ £3 16s. per year if you
have no specially ha.za,rdous
occupation.

Fill in and send us the attached coupon,

“ZURICH”

6General Accident and giability Insurance
Company, £td.,

1 & 2, POULTRY, LONDON, E.C.2.

Gentlemen,

I am interested in your Personal Accident
Insurance Scheme. Please send me, without
obligation on my part, further particulars.
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