Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1923)
Heft: 125
Rubrik: Home news

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 06.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

C .

Telephone :

Crry 4603,

Published every I'riday at 21, Garvick Hiir, Loxpox,

¢ SWiIsS Obserwer

E.C.4.

Telegrams : FrerriNco, LoNDON.

No. 125

LONDON, OCTOBER 27

Pricr 3d.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTION RATES

UNITED KINGDOM \lom).h r1> issues, post free) - 36
AND COLONIES i 2 i o
- I 12-
SWITZERLAND { 4§ Months sues, post [r(‘c)’ - Frs 150
(Swiss subscriptions may be paid into Postscheck-Konto :
Basle V 5718).

There is every indication that negotiations, in
order to settle the Free Zones (ll\])llt(_ will be
continued with France. Minister Dunant had an
interview last Saturday (October 17th) with M.
Poincaré, who is disinclined to refer the matter
to an international tribunal. The Federal Council

insits, however, that the decrce abolishing the Free
Zones on November 10th should be withdrawn be-
fore new deliberations are initiated.
* kK
The 75th anniversary of the adoption of the
Swiss Constitution (1848) was celebrated last Sun-
day at Sempach, National Councillor Dr. Meyer
(Zurich) delivering the official address.
ok ox
The traffic returns of the Federal Railways con-
tinue to show most satisfactory figures. The month
of September records a surplus of about 13 million
francs, not much due to an increase in the
takings, as to a reduction in the working expenses.
The total surplus for the first nine months of the
present year amotnts now to over 8L million francs.

SO

* ok Kk
The Ticinese residing abroad are liable to pay
income tax to their registered commune of origin
-—this decision has been confirmed by the Federal

Tribunal in Lausanne, which states that a provision,
contained in the cantonal institution to this cffect,
is not contrary to Federal Law.
* k ok

The election.of Dr. Zimmermann, who recently

became a member of the Grosse Rat ol thg canton
[ Thurgau, has been declared void by the Federal
Tribunal, on the ground that as salaried director
of the cantonal invalid and old-age institution he
was debarred, according to the cantonal constitution,
from taking his seat in the Grosse Rat.
* ok

According to figures, published officially,
membership of Swiss trade unions shows a marked
retrograde movement since 1919, amounting at the
end of 1922 to 154,700 members only.  The reduc-
tion is most marked in the banking (419) and
textile (2500) industries, and least pronounced in
the printing trade (39).and statc and municipal
workers  (0.8¢%).

c

* ok ok
A party of 200 Swiss are emigrating to Brazil,
where they propose to form a colony; accompanyving
them are a. teacher, a doctor, a clergyman, and
several artisans..
* ok ok
I'he Nouvelle Société Helvétique: has presented
a petition to the Federal Council, demanding that

Article 12 of the Constifution (prohibiting the
accepting - and - wearing of foreign decorations)
should be roused from its existing dormant con-

dition and more clearly definec. In an article in
the Journal” de Genéve ILéopold Gautier explains
that this step is not™ directed  against decorations
granted to Swiss savants’ or_artists - or L'ilil(}'l\s;
distinguishing - themselves® in humanitarian - move-
ments, but against the singling out of highly-placed
persons, who in the political sphere may use their
influence..in_ the interests of foreign Governments.
He points out that, whilst no such decorations have
been offered since the war by Germany, many Swiss
have been'so favoured by Italy and France, and
that the bestowing of the French red ribbon on
some romand journalists during -the Free Zones
controversy has pained public: opinion- throughout
the whole of Switzerland, this matter being viewed
in Geneva itself with sincere regret.

* % %
Several Bernese firms have suflered heavy da-
mage through a fire which broke out on Wednesday
night, October 17th, in a warehouse in the Koniz-

strasse.  The building was used for storing furni-
ture, office fittings, books, ¢te, Over three hundred

thousand new volumes, in addition to charts and
maps belonging to the Bernese publisher Francke,
arce said to have been -consumed by the ‘flames,
which destroyed entire editions of “works by ‘well-
known Swiss authors, such as R. von Tavel, Jeger-
lehner, von (yruerz, Gleller, “ Roseligarten,” and
others.

NOTES AND GLEANINGS.
By “ Kynuka

The Savoy Free Zones.

The pml)lcm ol the Savoy Free Zones has again
become acute. The Manchester Guardian (17 )‘(,)c,‘)
writes:—

A stiffish breeze is blowing between the Govern-
ments of France and Switzerland over a matter which
may be obscure in law, but is plain enough in common
sensc. Geneva, though a Swiss town, is almost sur-
rounded by, and is economically dependent upon.
French territory. This territory is divided into two
zones, between which and Geneva free trade has been
guaranteed by treaties, one over a hundred and onc
over fifty years old. The Treaty of Versailles declare
these guarantees to be out of date, but left their re-
modelling to agreement between France and S\Ht/w-

Lmd An agreement was, in fact, rcached:in Tul\,
1€ only to be rejected by popular referendum in
S\\ll rland.  Subseqyuent negotiations produced no re-
sult. M. Poincaré has now published an official decrce,
abolishing the two ‘ free zones' as from November
10th next. The Swiss arc indignant and say that, since
the Treaty of Versailles left the matter over for agree-

ment between the two States, single-handed action by
France is a breach of the treaty. The French reply
that, when the 1921 agreement was made, ratification
vf it in Switzerland by a referendum was not necessary.
and that France cannot consider subsequent changes in
Swi domestic le; ition  which made it necess
The juridical point eminently suitable for arbitration,
and the Swiss Government has decided to send a Note
to M. Poincaré. suggesting reference to the Inter-
national Court of Jus One can umwme no reason-
able grounds for refusing the sugg Whatever
the legal rights and wrongs of the dispute may be, the
economic arguments arc clearly in favour of Switzer
land. The Congress of Vienna did not in 1915
guarantee an cconomic hinterland to Geneva out of
sentiment. The Savoyards, who in 1859 voted for
union with TFrance, coupled it with the condition that
they should still be allowed to trade freely with Geneva,
The treaties guaranteciig the *“free zones " did not,
in fact, establish any new practice, but merely con-
firmed a practice dictated by economic nece since
the cighteenth century. The necessity is as great now
as it ever has been, and France's determination to
make her economic coincide with her political frontier
is only another instance of the modern passion, no-
more evident than in the Treaty of Versailles
for subordinating economic neceds to national
ambitions. .

But the nicest little touch I find in The Times
of Oct. 15th, the Geneva correspondent of which
lets himself go as follows:—

Swiss opinion in regard to the Free Zones question
is somewhat calmer to-day, as a result of the articles
in the French Press and of the explanatory commu-
niqué which the French Government issued on Satur-

From these documents it may be gathered that
decree suppressing the Iree Zones in Savoy, as
well as the Irench Note to the Swiss Government,
should be regarded as a sort of warning to the Federal
Council and were intended to hasten the new proposal
which is awaited from Switzerland. France does not
consider that the negotiations have come to an end,
so that there is no reason for the present to propose
that the question sheuld be referred to the International
Court of Justice.

This statement
situation e and

certainly help to make the
negotiations are likely to be re-
sumed before long. It may nevertheless be wondered
whether it was necessary that France should have re-
course to such steps which resulted in the recent feeling
{ entment among the Swiss population, which has
been friendly to France.

Official circles in Berne and the Swiss Pr have
been very much hurt by an article, published in
‘L’Homme Libre,” in which it is stated that during the
war Switzerland opposed the establishment of a French

will

military hospital at Evian, on the Lake of Geneva,
although the Military Zones had already been sup-
pressed. It must be recalled that, according to the

treaty of 1815, Switzerland was entitled to occupy the
Military Zones—that is, certain parts of Savoy—in time

of war. In 1914, as Switzerland’s neutrality was not
menaced on this side, the Swiss Government did not
exercise that right, and did not send troops ta Savoy.

Moreover, the Military Zones were not suppressed unti)
the end of the war, and Switzerland never opposcd
the sending of French wounded to Savoy, where several
French and Allied hospitals were established.

The incident raised by the French decree will lead
to no troubie. and it is hoped that further negotiations
wili end in an agreement.

Well, wellt  Either M. Poincaré means to nego-
tiate, in which case there did not seem ta be any
need for his decree, which is to operate as fr
November 10th, or he wishes to confront Switzer:
land with a jait accompli in the true Prussian
diplomatic style, in which case, the sooner our
Government “invokes the aid of the International
Court of Justice, the better. I have vet td learn
that our Government will consent to being bullied,
even although France, of course, is mighticer than
Switzerland. '

Swiss Industrial Problems.

Swiss' Industridl Problems are not easy either.
We all, or most of us, know how difficult it is
for our manufacturers to compete against works
situated in low-currency countrics, The problem
of inflation: was. seriously, discussed last year, when,
. just -in the:nick of time, trade, both™ home dn(l
export, rev ived:somewhat, and it was. seen. that the

. recently passed by
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make it possible for our works to compete have
to be found, however, and in the following article
from 7%he Times (Oct. 13th) my readers will find
some of these means mentioned.  They will also
see how the very same problems which play such
an important role in England, do so at home as

well. From many points of view Swiss and British
manufacturing and trading conditions are very
similar, more so than most people imagine.

The slight improvement which characterized Swiss
commercial affairs during the past few months has not
been maintained. The number of unemployed has not
decreased since the end of July and remains at 23,000.
While there has been a diminution in the number of
persons unemployed in the textile, foodstuffs. watch-
making and paper trades. and also among unskilled
persons, it has been just balanced by the increased
activity of the hotel, building, transport, and chemical
industries. At the same time, there has been an
addition of 1,000 to the ranks of those only partially
employed

Difficulties are still being experienced in obtaining
supplies of coal and coke for factory and houschold use.
Certain deliveries of briquettes and coal from the Ruhr

have been resumed, but at prices which have been
enhanced by double export duties. Morcover, there is
no little anxiety concerning future supplies. In the

circumstances industrialists are growing firmer in their
protests against the numerous permits that are being
granted for the export of clectric power.

Serious complaints are being n]d(l(‘ about the high
cost of labour. A Zurich engineering firm, in announc-
ing the receipt of some important foreign orders, states
that it has been obliged to accept them at prices which
do not admit of the payment of current rates of wages.
At the same time there is a movement towards the
adoption of a longer working day. A resolution was
an influential body, calling for the
revision of the Factory Act, with a view to strengthening
the capacity of Swiss industries that are struggling
against foreign' competition. and as a means of reducing
the cost of ])rodu(_tlon and thus the expenses of living.
The revision was not intended as an attack on the
gencral principle of the eight-hour day, which would
remain in operation wherever it was justified and eco-
nomically possible.

A number of industries are finding it expedient to
demand Customs protection: recently, the wheelwrights
and blacksmiths: now the sugar-mills. . Foreign com-
petition is un(louhterl]) gamm,t.: ,t:rounrl at several points.
It is reported that a ** Swiss " artificial silk fnrtory,
which was recently established in the United States, is
starting a ** Swiss “American >’ branch in Germany and
also acquiring a property at IFeldbach, near Steckborn,
in Switzerland, where 1,000 workp(ople will soon be
employed.

Swiss Water Power.

While on the question of Commerce and In-
dustry,, I think the following article, taken from
the Manchester Guardian Commercial -(11th Oct.),
will further show a similarity of problems:—

Switzerland is practically the only industrial country
in the world that has no coal deposits of her own;
some anthracite mines in the Valais are no longer ex-
ploited because of the poor quality of the-coal and. the
geological difficulties of mining. On the other hand,
there are few countries that have such ulhmngeous
natural conditions for the transformation of water-power
into electtic current. Not only are there very consider-
able differences of level, but there are also impnrtmt
reserves of water in the lakes and glaciers, g)vmg to
the rational use of water-power a sound .economic basis
for exploitation all the year round.

The necessity of constructing as many new power
stations as possible was felt gcncrally all over the
country, and the number completed since the end of
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