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l HOME NEWS |

The two Councils, in a joint sitting on the 14th

December, re-clected the following Federal Coun-
cillors:

Raebert Haaly by 170 wotes.

Mr. Karl Scheurer » 1D6 4

Mr. Ernest Chuard 5. 151 -

Mr. Heinrich Haeberlin 5 149, 4

Mr. Giuseppe Motta 5, 148,

Mr. Jean Musy . ,, 140

Mr. Edmond ¢ l]\llllll(‘sx » 136
Federal Councillor Karl Scheurer was elected
President of the Confederation by 172 votes, and
Federal Councillor E. Chuard Vice-President of
‘the Federal Council by 162 votes. Mr. Adolf

Steiger was clected Chancellor of the Confederation
by 170 votes, and Mr. Franz Schmid President of
the Federal Tribunal for 1923-24 by 160 votes.
The ceremony of taking the oath is thus de-
saribed in the Jowrnal de Geneve:-—
Un nombreux public se presse dans les tribunes.

A ila tribune diplomatique, on remarque Mgr. Maglione.
Dé-

nonce apostolique, escorté de fonctionnaires du
partement politique.
Les résultats proclamés, le président annonce que

P'assermentation. A ce

I'Assemblée wa  procéder A
on: M. Motta, doyen,

signml, on voit entrer en proces:
en téte, le chancelier, en queue, les comseillers fédéraux
r('(lmg.ou- et ravatés du noir le plus austére. Les
secrétaires donnent lecture, dans les trois langues natio-

nales, e la formule de sermens. oute I'Assemblée
se leve, et dams un silence impressiomnant, sept
conseillers fédéraux et leur fidele chancelier, levant la
main droite, lancent, gmatre en allemand, devs en
francais T. Motta en italien, I cramentel: ** Je
e jure.” Et c'est fini; on se rassied.
* sk
Federal President Karl Scheurer is the son -of

Regierungsrat Scheurer, and was born in 1872 at
Sumiswald. He studied law at the Universities of
Neuchétel, Berne and Berlin.  From 1897 to 1910
Mr. Scheurer practised at the Bar in Berne, was
elected member of the Regierungsrat, Jater National-
rat, and in 1920 was appointed Head of the Mili-
tary Department.  The task of re-adapting the
Army to normal conditions after the defensive
mgbilization during the war demanded not only
ability and resource from the financial point of
view, but also firmness and wisdom to meet the
incessant attacks on our military organization D
the Socialists and Communists.  Mr. Scheurer’s
powers of administration and organization proved
equal to all these difficulties, and his spirit of
good-will was manifested by the reforms he carried
through when complaints proved justified.  Mr.
Scheurer will retain the direction of the Milita
Department, in addition to taking over the respon-
sibility of the general affairs of state.

* % K
The Swiss Government has notified the Secre-
tary-General of the Leaguc of Nations that it has
decided to contribute tr. 15,000 (£600) to Dr.
Nansen’s Fund for the Assistance of Refugees in
the Near East.
® ok
After thoroughly considering the plans, the
Grand Council of Basle has approved by a majority
of 42 votes the erection of a * Volkshaus.” Con-
siderable concessions were made to the “dry”
elements, and the original plan for including hotel
accommodation was abandoned, thus reducing the
credit necessary for the building to. fr. 1,800,000.
An' annual State subsidy of fr. 50,000 was also
granted for the running expenses of this club house
for the people. A plan was brought forward
for the erection of an entertainment club, towards
which a preliminary credit of fr. 5,000 was voted.
Party feeling ran so high during the discussion
that the President was obliged to intervene, censur-
ing the violence of the language used.

.de

Most of the Municipal Civil Servants in Swit-
zerland will have to face a reduction in their
salaries of from 5 to 10 per cent., beginning with
the New Year.

* k%

During the month of November an incre in
unemployment has taken place all over Switzer-
land, the number of totally unemployed being now
51,128, against 48,218 in the month of October.

The tragic end of Mr. Narutowicz, elected First
President of Poland on December 9th, who was
assassinated last Saturday by the mentally deranged
painter, Niewiadoski, will be deeply deplored in
Switzerland and partlLularl) in Zurich, where Mr.
Narutowicz was a popular figure. He studied at

the Zurich Polytechnic School, was naturalised a
Swiss citizen over 25 years ago and was subse-
quently associated with Savoy-Swiss engineering

enterprises. Mr. Narutowicz, though sincerely at-
tached to his second patrie, was an ardent Polish
patriot, and after the Armistice returned to liberated
Poland and offered to place his great technical
knowledge and abilities at the service of his
country. His work in the reconstruction of Poland
resulted in his clection to the highest office in the
new Republic.  The cordial telegrams exchanged
between the President of the Confederation and
the new President of Poland last week show that

Switzerland has lost a sincere friend.
* ok ok
ral members of the National and State

s, belonging to different parties, have taken
the initiative in the formation of a parliamentary
group to deal with questions concerning the Swiss
abroad. A meeting has been arranged to take
place on December 19th at Berne, and the following
letter of invitation has been addressed to the mem-
bers of the Federal Assembly:—

Berne, décembre
Monsieur et cher collégue,

Lan dernier déja, lidée avait été émise de fonder
parmi nous un groupe ptlrlamen[‘urn pour les questions
concernant les Suhsm a l'étranger. Ce groupe, semb-
lable au Club agricole de IAssemblée fédérale, devrait
permettre aux membres des divers groupes de discuter
en commun d'un ordre de questions tout a fait en
dehors de la polmque de parti.

Les soussignés estiment le moment venu de réaliser
cette idée. Le seul fait des montants toujours plus
élevés d absides quil est nécessaire d’accorder A nos
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compatriot A I'étranger démontre que la Suisse doit
s'occuper, plus que  par le passé, de ces derniers.
Mais notre devoir A leur égard n'est épuisé par

ces subventions.
dans le monde, peuvent rendre au pays,

vue, de pré S, ais il faut pour
qu'ils soient en contact vivant soit entre cux, soit avec
la patrie. st un devowr bien actuel de leur aider
a wgarder fidelement le sentiment de leur apparte-
nance a la Suisse et de leur donner toujours plus la
conscience qu'on ne les oublie pas. Ne sont-ils uu
reste les pionniers naturels de notre économie nationale?
otre représentation officielle 4 I'étranger, et toute
lactivité déployée par nos autorités pour les Suisses a
I'étranger ne peuvent, quelgue méritoires que soient
leurs xﬁmt embrasser tous les aspects du probléme.
Aussi des associations privées se sont-elles efforcées,
depuis quelques années, avec un suc comme avec des
difficultés toujours grandissantes de compléter et en
particulier de fortifier les relations spirituelles entre le
Suisses de tous les pay: La collaboration des colonie
dans les tiches essenticlles de l'heure, telle qu'elle s’est
manifestée toujours plus activement depuis deux années
et tout derniérement, avec une \lgucur »{)cuﬂe. lors de
la lutte contre le projet de LOUﬁS(dilOH a certainement
contribué ‘1 micux faire apprécier la signification de ces
relation r(\lproqueq Dautre part, la Joumce annuelle
des Suisses & Iclr'mgm, a Bale, et la soirée parlemen-
taire réunie cette année pour la deuxiéme fois, au cours
de la présente session, sont des témoins du besoin que
ressentent les Suisses & l'étranger de prendre contact
avec le peuple et ses représentants.

Il est temps que, de notre c6té, nous r tendwns
la. main. Le sccrét;\riat des Suisses a I'étranger, 2
Geneve, sera & la disposition de notre association pour
tous les renseignements dont nous aurions besoin et
c'est ainsi que nous serons en mesure, le cas échéant.
au sein de nos conseils tux-mémes, de faire en sorte
qu'on tienne davantage compte d’une partie de notre
peuple, qui n'a pas seulement des besoins mais qui est
I‘thC aussi de qualités positives. On l'a souvent négli-
gée jusqu'a aujourd’hui, principalement parce cu’elle ne
possédait pas le droit de vote, ni celui de siéger dans
nos emblées législatives.

Aussi les soussignés vous prient ils de leur faire
I'honneur de prendre part & la réunion qui aura lieu le
mardi 19 décembre, & 15 heures, salle des commissions
No. 3.

Au programme,
peut étre fait dans ce
la constitution d'un groupe parlemenhure pour
questions cencernant les Suisses A I'étranger.

Avec considération distinguée.
Les conscillers nationaux:

Ces 409,000 Suisses environ, répandus
s, a divers poin

A
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discussion et (.mision sur ce qui
domaine et éventuellement sur
les

Baumberger, Burren,

Dollius, Lohner, Meyer. Micheli. Perrier,
Staeli, Sulzer, Tschumi.

Les conseillers aux tats: Bertoni,..  Keller
«(Zurich), Morlaud{ Winiger.

Nous -espérons que nombreux seront les députés

qui répondront mardi A cet appel.

FINANCIAL AND COMMERCIAL NEWS
FROM SWITZERLAND.

An extraordinary general meeting of sharchol-
ders in the Nestlé Company was held at Cham
on the 18th of December, and it was agreed to
reduce the capital from 160 to 80 million francs
by writing down the value of the shares by half.

Referring to the progress of the Company dur-
ing the current year, the Chairman pointed out
that the directors had succeeded in reducing the
stocks until they were down to a level which they
considered sufficiently low, and that a decrease of
stock  from 100,800,000 frs. to 69,700,000
effected in the short space of nine months, re 2Dre-
sented a considerable effort, and could only be
reached by means of certain sacrifices.

The sale prices of condensed milk had followed
a downward path, but though costs of manufacture
have followed the same tendency, the eflcct has
not been felt in full, as production had to be
restrained in order not to interfere with the redue-
tion of stock. The fact that the sales weirc com-
prised principally of products in stock prevented
the company benefiting by the lower costs o: {resh
manufacture to the full extent, and this £ - has
unfavourably influenced the result for the vear.

While the Board were not in a position to give
any exact indication of the result expecicd for
1922, they were of opinion that the year v:ill close

)

with a small credit’ balance, and that (he sa
figures, estimated at the commencement of the

vear, have been maintained, and though they show
a decrease of 22 per cent. on 1921, they ave still
50 per cent. above the sales of the pre-war period.

After explaining the heavy reductions made in
the amounts due to bankers and creditors, the
Chairman referred to the fact that in all iheir
lll\tlL‘ll(l]\Ulg‘b the company had reccived from their
Swiss and foreign lmnl\cn valuable su
evidence of their confidence.

In London it is, of course, the pl(‘fvrvnh
which are regarded with the greatest inter:
in this connection the (lmuman u)Lum!
these shares would be in no way z\f[cctc;l b
organization, either regards the nominal

llv i
this
ue

as

or any of their rights, and that unpaid Cumulavive
Preference Dividends constitute a chargs againsi
the profits.  From the results of 1923, whon ascer-

tained, there would first have to be set a
amount of the Preference dividends in ar-car
fore any distribution could be made to th
nary sharcholders, and that after the de-
of these arrears of dividend the compan;
have to constitute afresh their reserves to a ¢
extent, and any balance would eventually berome
available for the Ordinary sharcholders as dividend,

The latest monthly bulletin received from the
Swiss Bank Corporation will be read with excep-
tional interest by all who have an intercst in the
present  economic state  of Central Euro: It
deals with the question of the Stabilisation of
the German Mark, and since Mr. Léopo'd Dubois
the Chairman of the (mponmou was u“ of the
experts recently consulted by the German
ment on this very question, the views exnrassa:
the bulletin may be assumed to be his and
represent the considered verdict of an authori
Space does not permit of dealing more Filly wit!
the bulletin this week, but it is hoped to rey
it at an early date.

STOCK EXCHANGE PRICLS3.

Govern-
in
to

v

1

to

Boxbps. Dec. 11 Dec.
Swiss Confederation 3% 1903 79.15% ’)(l‘);n
Swiss Confed. 9th Mob. Loan 5% 101.35%
Federal Railways A—K 31% 83.65%
Canton B‘\:lo Stadt 519 1921 104. AO%
Canton Fribourg 3% 1892... 76.50%
Zaurich (Stadt) 495 1909 100.00%
SHARES. Nom. Due,
Frs, I
3ank Corporation ... 500
vdn Suisse .. 2 500
Union de Banques Suisses.. 500
Fabrique Chnmlque ci-dev. Sandoz 1000
Société pour I'Industrie Chlm]que 1000
C. F. Bally S.A. .. 1000
Fabrique de Machines Ocrlikon... 500
Entreprises Sulzer ... - ... 1000
S A. Brown Boveri (new) 500
Nestlé & Anglo-Swiss Cond. Mk. Co. 400
Choc. Suisses Peter-Cailler-Kohler 100
Comp. de Navig'n sur le Lac Léman 500
FIERTE.
(From “ La Presse Lausannoﬁe " 13 Dézombre 19220
C'est un pelit pays, sur la carte du moade; un
petit pays qui a peu d'importance dai; la politique
générale. Il vit sa vie modeste et tranquillz, entre
monlagnem

Il na point. de colonies, point de ‘débouzhés sur la
mer, point de programme dexpanso 2, point de reven-
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dications territoriales & formuler. 1l ne se pousse point
au premier plan. Et quand ses grands voisins vident
leurs querelles sans qu'ils daignent s’en apercevoir il
est un peu écrasé, entre eux. De bonne foi, ils
T'avaient oublié.

Alors, ensuite, tous lui font des politesses, parce
que, au fond, il est trés utile. Il a bon coeur; on
sait qu'on pourra tnujouN ikulresﬁer a lui pour ﬁmgn\_r
ici, consoler 1a. Et puis, si intact et paisible, il est
un réconfort peur tout le monde. On lui sourit, d'un
bon sourire un peu amusé; comment peut-on étre un
si petit pays ?

Ce qu'il a pour lui, cest quil est tres, trés vieux,
beaucoup plus vieux que la plupart de ceux qui l'en-
tourent. Cela lui confére une haute dignité morale
On le blague un peu, mais on a une grande estime
pour lui, et on regarde volontiers 4 lui comme A un
exemple. On le prend, dans les litiges, comme arbitre.
sachant qu'il est honnéte et exempt de jalousie. On
iui confie des bureaux internationaux. Chacun voulait
les avoir, ces bureaux; de les savoir dans ce petit pays,
chacun s'incline.

Bien des fois déja, il semble qu'il et dfi étre balayé
par une de ces vagues de fond qui déferlait parfois sur
le vieux monde, et culbutent des empires dix fois gros
comme lui. Mais non. Il est toujours Il continuz,
et travaille. Il ne dit pas grand'chose. Qu’est-ce qu'il
pense, au fond de lui-méme ?
nt, pour voir, l'avaient ainsi
!' Tu n'en as pas bient6t

Des hommes derniér
ml(‘!pelk “Hé, la Sui

e ton existen monmonc? D'étre toujours

, travailleuse, attachée a de vieux usages ridi-

&£ Une bonne petite révolution, dirait

rien ?  Une saignée génér de ceu uul ont des

économies, pour que les autres, enfin, puissent se payer
un peu de bon temps? Hein, quen dis-tu?

A cette insidieuse question, un grand silence sest

tout soudain. dans l'attente de ce que le petit

s’est tourné vers
palpitante consulta-

répondrait. Le monde entier
C’est que cela devenait une
tion; gqu'allait-il choisir ?

Le petit pays a planté son regard rlau dans les
veux de ceux qui avaient fait la. proposition n
Il a lu dans ces yeux, toutes sortes d'arriére-pens
laides, de o xlculs lou(hcs et la joie de faire du r
I a répondu: Nun' d'une telle force, que cela
voulait encore dire: h( qu ‘on ne me dérange plus
pour de parcilles sotti

Le monde entier a ¢té soulagé.  C
mage de

urait ¢ét¢ dom-
perdre la confiance gu'on avait dans ce petit
st-ce pas ? La confiance >uhsi>le. Et 'estime

Vive le peiit pays es étrangers l'ont
salué trés bas, et ses fils sont ne e lui.

THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS AND
RUSSIAN RELIEF.

The *“Service de Transmission de Paquets de
Vétements Standards (15 Kos.) 7 for Rus or-
ganized by the High Commissioner Dr. Nansen
and managed in Switzerland by the International
Red Cross in- Geneva, have extended the zone
covered by this service to Great Britain as well,
but the p.uucl\ from Great Britain will not, hL\
those from the Continent of Europe, be sent
through Switzerland, but they will be sent direct
from London to Riga, and the whole organization
in Great Britain for supplying people with the
necessary forms and information re permitted con-
tents, for receiving the parcels and repacking, has
been placed by Dr. Nansen’s organization into the
hands of the European & General Express Co., Ltd.,

of 15, Poland Street, London, W. 1, who, as well
as the following branches of the company: Liver-

Mancheé ster, 32,
King's Al—

interested

pool, 14, South Castle Street:
Brazennose Street; and Bradford, 51,
cade, are all at the disposal of those
in this beneficent work.

The weight of these parcels must not exceed
15 kilos (83 1bs.), and they should be carefully
addressed and packed in strong canvas. These
parcels must not contain anything but clothing,
boots, ete.; foodstufls, literature, medicine, etc., are
prohibited. The cost of transport is 9s. Gd. per
parcel from London to destination in Russia. The
Relief Committee, however, does not guarantee the
service to Georgia, Armenia, Azerbeidjan, Siberia,
Manchouria, etc.

In addition to this, there also exists a special
service for standard foodstufts, and anybody inter-
ested may obtain a form of application, giving
full particulars, from any of the offices of the
London County Westminster & Parr’s Bank, Ltd.

SWISS MERCANTILE SOCIETY.

Thanks to the generous response on the part

of Contributing Members and other Patrons, follow--

ing ‘upon the financial appeal, sent out in the
course of this year, the Education Department of
the S.M.S. has been able to rent Six Class Rooms
at Lloyd’s Bank Chambers, 1, Henrietta Street,
Strand, W.C.2 (corner Southampton Street, over-
looking Covent Garden Market) as from January
1st next, where the following Evening Classes are
now being arranged:—English, Spanish, French,
Italian, Russian, German, English and French Lite-
rature, also Shorthand, etc. There will be special
courses on Commercial Subjects.

A new departure is the formation of Day Classes
for English.

It is hoped that our compatriots of either sex
will take full advantage of the improved accommo-
dation and extended facilities offered, and intending
students are asked to call at, or obtain from, the
Secretary, Education Department Committee, Swiss
Mercantile Society, 24, Queen Victoria St., E.C.4,
the full Education Programme.

CORRESPONDENCE.

The Editor is not responsible for the Uuml(m« expressed by his
Correspondents

MILITARY TAX & MATRICULATION FEE.
Editor 7The Observer.

Sir,—I had not intended to prolong this corres-
pondence, but, in view of “Critic”’s appeal, I
will point out that my letter in your issue of
December 9th really covers the whole ground raised
by “Critic,” including, his special points. So I
will only add that I am convinced of one thing,
which is, that Swiss Consular Officers, whenever
they find themselves compelled to apply the mea-
sures provided against Swiss citizens who, with
intent, do not pay their military taxes—(which,
[ trust, will not occur very often and which,
I feel sure, must be very distasteful to every one
of \hvm)fthc\ will deal with each individual case
on its merits and within the meaning of the
*“Ordonnance concernant la fixation et la perception
de la taxe militaire de Suisses a "étranger.”

Should they not do so, there remains always
the remedy of a complaint or an appeal to a

To the Swiss

higher authority. Yours faithfully,
Exite  Sturz.
22, Fellows Road, N.W, ¢

AUG. BINDSCHEDLER
house Decorator

ELECTRICITY PLUMBING
CARPENTERING

GASFITTING
ROOFING Ete.

HIGH CLASS WORK AT MODERATE PRICES.

9, Tolmers Square, Hampstead Road,
Phone: MUSEUM 412, NW. |

The West End Branch of
the Swiss Bank Corporation,
11c, Regent Street (Waterloo
Place), S.W.1, will be pleased
to open savings bank accounts
(carnets d’épargne), on which
interest will be payable, until
further notice, at the rate of
9% per cent. per ann. on deposits

of £1 and over.

=@ e

- Frs. 120,000,000
- Frs. 33,000,000

£

Capital Paid up

Reserves - -

Continental Lines, Ltd.,
Shipotoners,

Freight Ernl:tr; Shipping & Insurance Agents,

3, Cross Lane, st. Mary-at Hill, Lnndon, E.C.3.

General Manager :

Telegrams :
Sialacuap, Bilgate, Lamzsdon.

Telephone :
Minories 2714, 2715, 2716, 2717.

CHARTERING

ALFRED MULLER,
WATCH & CLOCK MAKER,

58, DEAN STREET, LONDON. W.1.
Restoration of Modern and Antiqgue Watches
and Clocks of every description.

VENTE DE MONTRES DE PRECISION. METAL ARGENT.

SWISS WINES

Bottled in Switzerland.

Cortaillod & Neuchatel, Red & White.
Dézaley, Yvorne,

Johannisberg.

Fendant,

Direct Importers:
STANDARD PRODUCE (0.,

17, Great Tower Street,
LONDON, E.C.3.

MINORIES 2888.

Send us your en-
quiries and let us
quote you our

lowest prices.

Telephone :

SHIPPING &
FCRWARDING
Regular Cargo Steamship Services

TO and FROM
ANTWERP, DUNKERQUE, CALAIS, BOULOGNE,
HAVRE, ROUEN, PARIS. |

LoadingBerth: St.George’s Wharf, Rotherhithe, Londen $.E.
Freight Rates on Application.

Incorporated
Founded

1872.

in Zurich,
Switzerland.

“ZURICH?”

For Accident Insurance.

Capital Authorised - £400,000
Capital Subscribed - £400,000
Capital Paid-up - - £300,000

- £6,000,000

ZUBI[:H GENERAL ACCIDENT & LIABILITY
INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED,
Branch Office for the United Kingdom :

1 & 2, POULTRY, LONDON, E.C.2.
CENTRAL 2772.

Assets exceed - -

Telephone :

Petits BRETZELS au se)
oon
h Q »
0

Sole Agents Q Phone
C.A.BLANCHET GERRARD
168 Regent St and 7Beak St London W1 6948

Also ZWIEBACK-RUSKS made of fresh
Swiss Milk and pure Butter.

Véritables Leckerlis de

As supplied to the Stores, etc.

Bale.

SWISS STUMPEN

VILLIGER SCEHNE, SWITZERLAND.

Sole Agent: A. SCHMID,
Coburg Court Hotel, Bayswater Rd., W.2
Telephone: PARK 2402.

FOR SALE (or to let) Modern Villa of 5 rooms,
kitchen, cellar, maid’s room, electric light; smmted
near Lugano to the south of Monte Salvatore; one
minute from lake and two minutes from station;
flower and kitchen garden of 519 sq.m.; price (free-
hold) frs. 25,000 unfurnished, or frs. 35,000 fur-
nished.—Write, ““ Melide,” c/o. Swiss Observer, 21,
Garlick Hill, E.C. 4.

AS GOVERNESS.—Young Swiss lady, perfect
knowledge of French and German, first-class refer-
ences, wishes post in English family; disengaged.
—Reply to T. M., c/o. Swiss Observer, 21, Garlick
Hill, E.C. 4.
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